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PREFACE 

We have great pleasure in presenting this Book titled “Foreign Policies of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi” before the world citizenry for enabling them to appreciate the noble 
efforts of our learned Prime Minister Narendra Modi for bringing peace among nations in 
the third millennium.  

Ever since he became the Prime Minister on 26 May 2014 he has been redefining the 
foreign relations paradigm by advocating for friendly relations among all countries of the 
world. 

The Foreign Policies of the Narendra Modi Government (also referred to as the Modi 
Doctrine) concerns the policies and initiatives made towards other countries by the 
current Modi Government after he assumed office as Prime Minister of India on 26 May 
2014 at New Delhi. 

The Ministry of External Affairs, headed by External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj (the 
first woman to hold the office since Indira Gandhi), is responsible for carrying out the 
foreign policies of India. The foreign policies adopted by the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi are currently focused on improving relations with neighbouring countries in South 
Asia, engaging the extended neighbourhood in Southeast Asia and the major global 
powers.  

In pursuit of this, he has made official visits to Bhutan, Nepal and Japan within the first 
100 days of his Government, followed by most of the important countries of the world with 
a view to strengthen ties with those countries. 

It is for the first time in the history of our country that India has the most cordial 
relations with almost the entire world under the dynamic leadership of the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi who has thrown himself into a new environment with full of zeal and 
enthusiasm for enabling the Indian community to use his knowledge, expertise as well as 
experience to the fullest extent of his abilities. 

This book running into more than 465 pages contains 87 chapters covering different 
aspects of the foreign policies and international relations paradigm adopted and advocated 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the Ministry of External Affairs headed by Madam 
Sushma Swaraj. 

We are thankful to Hon’ble Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) for the Ministry of DoNER, Personnel, Public Grievances and Pension besides 
MoS in the PMO for releasing the first edition of this Book on 5 June 2018 at New Delhi. 

We are sure that this book will be useful for the students, faculty members, researchers, 
policy makers, bureaucrats and others interested in understanding different facets of 
international relations. 

United Nations Public Service Day Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi 
23 June 2018 Dr. Markandey Rai 
New Delhi Dr. Tanuja Trivedi 
 Dr. Utkarsh Sharma 
 Mr. Himadrish Suwan 
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Chapter 1 

WHO IS NARENDRA MODI ? 

 

Narendra Damodardas Modi  born 17 September 1950 is an Indian politician serving as 
the 16th and current Prime Minister of India since 2014. He was the Chief Minister 

of Gujarat from 2001 to 2014, and is the Member of Parliament for Varanasi. Modi, a 
member of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), is a Hindu nationalist and member of the 
right-wing Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). 

Born to a Gujarati family in Vadnagar, Modi helped his father sell tea as a child, and later 
ran his own stall. He was introduced to the RSS at the age of eight, beginning a long 
association with the organisation. He left home after graduating from school, partly 
because of an arranged marriage which he rejected. Modi travelled around India for two 
years, and visited a number of religious centres. He returned to Gujarat and moved 
to Ahmedabad in 1969 or 1970. In 1971 he became a full-time worker for the RSS. During 
the state of emergency imposed across the country in 1975, Modi was forced to go into 
hiding. The RSS assigned him to the BJP in 1985, and he held several positions within the 
party hierarchy until 2001, rising to the rank of general secretary. 

Modi was appointed Chief Minister of Gujarat in 2001, due to Keshubhai Patel's failing 
health and poor public image following the earthquake in Bhuj. Modi was elected to the 
legislative assembly soon after. His administration has been considered complicit in 
the 2002 Gujarat riots, or otherwise criticised for its handling of it, although a court found 
no evidence to prosecute Modi. His policies as chief minister, credited with encouraging 
economic growth, have received praise. His administration has been criticised for failing to 
significantly improve health, poverty, and education indices in the state. 

Modi led the BJP in the 2014 general election, which gave the party a majority in the Lok 
Sabha, the first time a single party had achieved this since 1984. Modi himself was elected 
to parliament from Varanasi. Since taking office, Modi's administration has tried to raise 
foreign direct investment in the Indian economy, increased spending on infrastructure, 
and reduced spending on healthcare and social welfare programmes. Modi has attempted 
to improve efficiency in the bureaucracy, and centralised power by abolishing the planning 
commission and replacing it with the NITI Aayog. He has begun a high-profile sanitation 
campaign, and weakened or abolished environmental and labour laws. Credited with 
engineering a political realignment towards right-wing politics, Modi remains a figure of 
controversy domestically and internationally over his Hindu nationalist beliefs and his 
role during the 2002 Gujarat riots, cited as evidence of an exclusionary social agenda. 

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION 

Narendra Modi was born on 17 September 1950 to a family of grocers 
in Vadnagar, Mehsana district, Bombay State (present-day Gujarat). He was the third of 
six children born to Damodardas Mulchand Modi (c.1915 – 1989) and Hiraben Modi (born 
c.1920). Modi's family belonged to the Modh-Ghanchi-Teli (oil-presser) community, which 
is categorised as an Other Backward Class by the Indian Government. 
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As a child, Modi helped his father sell tea at the Vadnagar railway station, and later ran a 
tea stall with his brother near a bus terminus. Modi completed his higher secondary 
education in Vadnagar in 1967, where a teacher described him as an average student and 
a keen debater, with an interest in theatre. Modi had an early gift for rhetoric in debates, 
and this was noted by his teachers and students. Modi preferred playing larger-than-life 
characters in theatrical productions, which has influenced his political image. 

When eight years old, Modi discovered the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), and 
began attending its local shakhas (training sessions). There, Modi met Lakshmanrao 
Inamdar, popularly known as Vakil Saheb, who inducted him as a balswayamsevak (junior 
cadet) for RSS and became his political mentor. While Modi was training with the RSS, he 
also met Vasant Gajendragadkar and Nathalal Jaghda, Bharatiya Jana Sangh leaders 
who were founding members of the BJP's Gujarat unit in 1980. Engaged while still a child 
to Jashodaben, a girl from a family who lived close by, Modi rejected the arranged 
marriage at the same time he graduated from high school. The resulting familial tensions 
contributed to his decision to leave home in 1967. 

Modi spent the ensuing two years travelling across Northern and North-eastern India, 
though few details of where he went have emerged. In interviews, Modi has described 
visiting Hindu ashrams founded by Swami Vivekananda: the Belur Math near Kolkata, 
followed by the Advaita Ashrama in Almora and the Ramakrishna Mission in Rajkot. 
Modi remained only a short time at each, since he lacked the required college 
education. Vivekananda has been described as a large influence in Modi's life. 

In the early summer of 1968, Modi reached the Belur Math but was turned away, after 
which Modi wandered through Calcutta, West Bengal and Assam, stopping in Siliguri and 
Guwahati. Modi then went to the Ramakrishna Ashram in Almora, where he was again 
rejected, before travelling back to Gujarat via Delhi and Rajasthan in 1968–69. Sometime 
in late 1969 or early 1970, Modi returned to Vadnagar for a brief visit before leaving again 
for Ahmedabad. There, Modi lived with his uncle, working in the latter's canteen at 
the Gujarat State Road Transport Corporation. 

In Ahmedabad, Modi renewed his acquaintance with Inamdar, who was based at the 
Hedgewar Bhavan (RSS headquarters) in the city. After the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, 
he stopped working for his uncle and became a full-time pracharak (campaigner) for the 
RSS, working under Inamdar. Shortly before the war, Modi took part in a non-violent 
protest against the Indian Government in New Delhi, for which he was arrested; this has 
been cited as a reason for Inamdar electing to mentor him. Many years later Modi would 
co-author a biography of Inamdar, published in 2001. 

In 1978 Modi received a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science from School of Open 
Learning at University of Delhi, graduating with a third class. Five years later, in 1982, 
he received a Master of Arts degree in political science from Gujarat University, as an 
external distance learning student. 

EARLY POLITICAL CAREER 

In June 1975, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi declared a state of emergency in India which 
lasted until 1977. During this period, known as "The Emergency", many of her political 
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opponents were jailed and opposition groups were banned. Modi was appointed general 
secretary of the "Gujarat Lok Sangharsh Samiti", an RSS committee coordinating 
opposition to the Emergency in Gujarat. Shortly afterwards, the RSS was banned. Modi 
was forced to go underground in Gujarat and frequently travelled in disguise to avoid 
arrest. He became involved in printing pamphlets opposing the Government, sending 
them to Delhi and organising demonstrations.Modi was also involved with creating a 
network of safe houses for individuals wanted by the Government, and in raising funds for 
political refugees and activists. During this period, Modi wrote a book 
in Gujarati, Sangharsh Ma Gujarat (In The Struggles of Gujarat), describing events 
during the Emergency. Among the people he met in this role was trade unionist and 
socialist activist George Fernandes, as well as several other national political figures. In 
his travels during the Emergency, Modi was often forced to move in disguise, once 
dressing as a monk, and once as a Sikh. Modi became an RSS sambhag 
pracharak (regional organiser) in 1978, overseeing RSS activities in the areas 
of Surat and Vadodara, and in 1979 he went to work for the RSS in Delhi, where he was 
put to work researching and writing the RSS's version of the history of the Emergency. He 
returned to Gujarat a short while later, and was assigned by the RSS to the BJP in 
1985. In 1987 Modi helped organise the BJP's campaign in the Ahmedabad municipal 
election, which the BJP won comfortably; Modi's planning has been described as the 
reason for that result by biographers. After L. K. Advani became president of the BJP in 
1986, the RSS decided to place its members in important positions within the BJP; Modi's 
work during the Ahmedabad election led to his selection for this role, and Modi was 
elected organising secretary of the BJP's Gujarat unit later in 1987. 

Modi rose within the party and was named a member of the BJP's National Election 
Committee in 1990, helping organise L. K. Advani's 1990 Ram Rath Yatra in 1990 
and Murli Manohar Joshi's 1991–92 Ekta Yatra (Journey for Unity). However, he took a 
brief break from politics in 1992, instead establishing a school in Ahmedabad; friction 
with Shankersingh Vaghela, a BJP MP from Gujarat at the time, also played a part in this 
decision. Modi returned to electoral politics in 1994, partly at the insistence of Advani, and 
as party secretary, Modi's electoral strategy was considered central to the BJP victory in 
the 1995 state assembly elections. In November of that year Modi was elected BJP 
national secretary and transferred to New Delhi, where he assumed responsibility for 
party activities in Haryana and Himachal Pradesh. The following year, Shankersinh 
Vaghela, a prominent BJP leader from Gujarat, defected to the Indian National 
Congress (Congress, INC) after losing his parliamentary seat in the Lok Sabha 
elections. Modi, on the selection committee for the 1998 Assembly elections in Gujarat, 
favoured supporters of BJP leader Keshubhai Patel over those supporting Vaghela to end 
factional division in the party. His strategy was credited as key to the BJP winning an 
overall majority in the 1998 elections, and Modi was promoted to BJP general secretary 
(organisation) in May of that year. 

CHIEF MINISTER OF GUJARAT 

TAKING OFFICE 

In 2001, Keshubhai Patel's health was failing and the BJP lost a few state assembly seats 
in by-elections. Allegations of abuse of power, corruption and poor administration were 
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made, and Patel's standing had been damaged by his administration's handling of 
the earthquake in Bhuj in 2001. The BJP national leadership sought a new candidate for 
the chief ministership, and Modi, who had expressed misgivings about Patel's 
administration, was chosen as a replacement. Although BJP leader L. K. Advani did not 
want to ostracise Patel and was concerned about Modi's lack of experience in Government, 
Modi declined an offer to be Patel's deputy chief minister, telling Advani and Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee that he was "going to be fully responsible for Gujarat or not at all". On 3 October 
2001 he replaced Patel as Chief Minister of Gujarat, with the responsibility of preparing 
the BJP for the December 2002 elections. On 7 October 2001, Modi was administered the 
oath of office. On 24 February 2002 he entered the Gujarat state legislature by winning a 
by-election to the Rajkot – II constituency, defeating Ashwin Mehta of the INC by 14,728 
votes, which enabled him to take office. 

2002 GUJARAT RIOTS 

On 27 February 2002, a train with several hundred passengers burned near Godhra, 
killing approximately 60 people. The train carried a large number of Hindu pilgrims 
returning from Ayodhya after a religious ceremony at the site of the demolished Babri 
Masjid. In making a public statement after the incident, Modi said that the attack had 
been terror attack planned by local Muslims. The next day, the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad called for a bandh across the state. Riots began during the bandh, and anti-
Muslim violencespread through Gujarat. The Government's decision to move the bodies of 
the train victims from Godhra to Ahmedabad further inflamed the violence. The state 
Government stated later that 790 Muslims and 254 Hindus were killed. Independent 
sources put the death toll at over 2000. Approximately 150,000 people were driven to 
refugee camps. Numerous women and children were among the victims; the violence 
included mass rapes and mutilations of women. 

The Government of Gujarat itself is generally considered by scholars to have been 
complicit in the riots, and has otherwise received heavy criticism for its handling of the 
situation. Several scholars have described the violence as a pogrom, while others have 
called it an example of state terrorism. Summarising academic views on the 
subject, Martha Nussbaum said: "There is by now a broad consensus that the Gujarat 
violence was a form of ethnic cleansing, that in many ways it was premeditated, and that 
it was carried out with the complicity of the state Government and officers of the law." The 
Modi Government imposed a curfew in 26 major cities, issued shoot-at-sight orders and 
called for the army to patrol the streets, but was unable to prevent the violence from 
escalating. The president of the state unit of the BJP expressed support for the bandh, 
despite such actions being illegal at the time. State officials later prevented riot victims 
from leaving the refugee camps, and the camps were often unable to meet the needs of 
those living there. Muslim victims of the riots were subject to further discrimination when 
the state Government announced that compensation for Muslim victims would be half of 
that offered to Hindus, although this decision was later reversed after the issue was taken 
to court. During the riots, police officers often did not intervene in situations where they 
were able. In 2012 Maya Kodnani, a minister in Modi's Government from 2007 to 2009, 
was convicted of participation in the Naroda Patiya massacre during the 2002 
riots. Although Modi's Government had announced that it would seek the death penalty 
for Kodnani on appeal, it reversed its decision in 2013. 
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Modi's personal involvement in the 2002 events has continued to be debated. During the 
riots, Modi said that "What is happening is a chain of action and reaction." Later in 2002, 
Modi said the way in which he had handled the media was his only regret regarding the 
episode. Modi has not offered an apology for the riots and has stated that he should be 
rather punished and not forgiven if he is guilty. In March 2008, the Supreme 
Court reopened several cases related to the 2002 riots, including that of the Gulbarg 
Society massacre, and established a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to look into the 
issue. In response to a petition from Zakia Jafri (widow of Ehsan Jafri, who was killed in 
the Gulbarg Society massacre), in April 2009 the court also asked the SIT to investigate 
the issue of Modi's complicity in the killings. The SIT questioned Modi in March 2010; in 
May, it presented to the court a report finding no evidence against him. In July 2011, the 
court-appointed amicus curiae Raju Ramachandran submitted his final report to the court. 
Contrary to the SIT's position, he said that Modi could be prosecuted based on the 
available evidence. The Supreme Court gave the matter to the magistrate's court. The SIT 
examined Ramachandran's report, and in March 2012 submitted its final report, asking 
for the case to be closed. Zakia Jaffri filed a protest petition in response. In December 2013 
the magistrate's court rejected the protest petition, accepting the SIT's finding that there 
was no evidence against the chief minister. 

2002 ELECTION 

In the aftermath of the violence there were widespread calls for Modi to resign as chief 
minister from within and outside the state, including from leaders of the Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam and the Telugu Desam Party (allies in the BJP-led National 
Democratic Alliancecoalition), and opposition parties stalled Parliament over the 
issue. Modi submitted his resignation at the April 2002 BJP national executive meeting in 
Goa, but it was not accepted. His cabinet had an emergency meeting on 19 July 2002, after 
which it offered its resignation to the Gujarat Governor S. S. Bhandari, and the state 
assembly was dissolved. Despite opposition from the election commissioner, who said that 
a number of voters were still displaced, Modi succeeded in advancing the election to 
December 2002.In the elections, the BJP won 127 seats in the 182-member 
assembly. Although Modi later denied it, he made significant use of anti-Muslim rhetoric 
during his campaign, and the BJP profited from religious polarisation among the 
voters. He won the Maninagar constituency, receiving 1,13,589 of 1,54,981 votes and 
defeating INC candidate Yatin Oza by 75,333 votes. On 22 December 2002, Bhandari 
swore Modi in for a second term. Modi framed the criticism of his Government for human 
rights violations as an attack upon Gujarati pride, a strategy which led to the BJP 
winning two-thirds of the seats in the state assembly. 

SECOND TERM 

During Modi's second term the rhetoric of the Government shifted from Hindutva to 
Gujarat's economic development. Modi curtailed the influence of Sangh 
Parivar organisations such as the Bharatiya Kisan Sangh (BKS) and the Vishva Hindu 
Parishad (VHP),entrenched in the state after the decline of Ahmedabad's textile 
industry, and dropped Gordhan Zadafia (an ally of former Sangh co-worker and VHP state 
chief Praveen Togadia) from his cabinet. When the BKS staged a farmers' demonstration 
Modi ordered their eviction from state-provided houses, and his decision to demolish 200 
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illegal temples in Gandhinagar deepened the rift with the VHP. Sangh organisations were 
no longer consulted or informed in advance about Modi's administrative 
decisions. Nonetheless, Modi retained connections with some Hindu nationalists. Modi 
wrote a foreword to a textbook by Dinanath Batra released in 2014, which stated that 
ancient India possessed technologies including test-tube babies. 

Modi's relationship with Muslims continued to attract criticism. Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee (who asked Modi for tolerance in the aftermath of the 2002 Gujarat 
violence and supported his resignation as chief minister) distanced himself, reaching out 
to North Indian Muslims before the 2004 Lok Sabha elections. After the elections 
Vajpayee called the violence in Gujarat a reason for the BJP's electoral defeat and said it 
had been a mistake to leave Modi in office after the riots. 

Questions about Modi's relationship with Muslims were also raised by many Western 
nations during his tenure as chief minister. Modi was barred from entering the United 
States by the State Department, in accordance with the recommendations of 
the Commission on International Religious Freedom formed under the aegis of 
the International Religious Freedom Act, the only person denied a US visa under this 
law. The UK and the European Union refused to admit him because of what they saw as 
his role in the riots. As Modi rose to prominence in India, the UK and the EU lifted their 
bans in October 2012 and March 2013, respectively, and after his election as prime 
minister he was invited to Washington. 

During the run-up to the 2007 assembly elections and the 2009 general election, the BJP 
intensified its rhetoric on terrorism. In July 2006, Modi criticised Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh " for his reluctance to revive anti-terror legislation" such as the 
2002 Prevention of Terrorism Act. He asked the national Government to allow states to 
invoke tougher laws in the wake of the 2006 Mumbai train bombings. In 2007 Modi 
authored Karmayog, a 101-page booklet discussing manual scavenging. In it, Modi argued 
that scavenging was a "spiritual experience" for Valmiks, a sub-caste of Dalits. However, 
this book was not circulated that time because of the election code of conduct. After the 
November 2008 Mumbai attacks, Modi held a meeting to discuss the security of Gujarat's 
1,600-kilometre (990 mi)-long coastline, resulting in Government authorisation of 30 high-
speed surveillance boats. In July 2007 Modi completed 2,063 consecutive days as chief 
minister of Gujarat, making him the longest-serving holder of that post, and the BJP won 
122 of 182 state-assembly seats in that year's election. 

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 

As Chief Minister, Modi favoured privatisation and small Government, which was at odds 
with the philosophy of the RSS, usually described as anti-privatisation and anti-
globalisation. His policies during his second term have been credited with reducing 
corruption in the state. He established financial and technology parks in Gujarat and 
during the 2007 Vibrant Gujarat summit, real-estate investment deals worth ₹6.6 trillion 
were signed. 

The Governments led by Patel and Modi supported NGOs and communities in the creation 
of groundwater-conservation projects. By December 2008, 500,000 structures had been 
built, of which 113,738 were check dams, which helped recharge the aquifers beneath 
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them. Sixty of the 112 tehsils which had depleted the water table in 2004 had regained 
their normal groundwater levels by 2010. As a result, the state's production of genetically 
modified cotton increased to become the largest in India. The boom in cotton production 
and its semi-arid land use led to Gujarat's agricultural sector growing at an average rate 
of 9.6 percent from 2001 to 2007. Public irrigation measures in central and southern 
Gujarat, such as the Sardar Sarovar Dam, were less successful. The Sardar Sarovar 
project only irrigated 4–6% of the area intended. Nonetheless, from 2001 to 2010 Gujarat 
recorded an agricultural growth rate of 10.97 percent – the highest of any state. However, 
sociologists have pointed out that the growth rate under the 1992–97 INC Government 
was 12.9 percent. In 2008 Modi offered land in Gujarat to Tata Motors to set up a plant 
manufacturing the Nano after a popular agitation had forced the company to move out of 
West Bengal. Several other companies followed the Tata's to Gujarat. 

 
The Sardar Sarovar Dam during a 2006 height increase. 

The Modi Government finished the process of bringing electricity to every village in 
Gujarat that its predecessor had almost completed. Modi significantly changed the state's 
system of power distribution, greatly impacting farmers. Gujarat expanded the Jyotigram 
Yojana scheme, in which agricultural electricity was separated from other rural electricity; 
the agricultural electricity was rationed to fit scheduled irrigation demands, reducing its 
cost. Although early protests by farmers ended when those who benefited found that their 
electricity supply had stabilised, according to an assessment study corporations and large 
farmers benefited from the policy at the expense of small farmers and labourers. 

DEVELOPMENT DEBATE 

There has been a contentious debate surrounding the development of the state of Gujarat 
during Modi's tenure as chief minister. The GDP growth rate of Gujarat averaged 10% 
during Modi's tenure, a value above that of the country as a whole, and similar to other 
highly industrialised states. Gujarat also had a high rate of economic growth in the 1990s, 
before Modi took office. Some scholars have stated the rate of growth did not accelerate 
during Modi's tenure, although the state is considered to have maintained a high growth 
rate during Modi's Chief Ministership. Under Modi, Gujarat topped the World Bank's 
"ease of doing business" rankings among Indian states for two consecutive years. In 2013, 
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Gujarat was ranked first among Indian states for "economic freedom" by a report 
measuring governance, growth, citizens' rights and labour and business regulation among 
the country's 20 largest states. In the later years of Modi's Government, Gujarat's 
economic growth was frequently used as an argument to counter allegations of 
communalism. Tax breaks for businesses were easier to obtain in Gujarat than in other 
states, as was land. Modi's policies to make Gujarat attractive for investment included the 
creation of Special Economic Zones, where labour laws were greatly weakened. 

 
Modi addressing graduates of the Gujarat National Law University in 2012. 

Despite its growth rate, Gujarat had a relatively poor record on human development, 
poverty relief, nutrition and education during Modi's tenure. In 2013, Gujarat ranked 13th 
in the country with respect to rates of poverty and 21st in education. Nearly 45 percent of 
children under five were underweight and 23 percent were undernourished, putting the 
state in the "alarming" category on the India State Hunger Index. A study 
by UNICEF and the Indian Government found that Gujarat under Modi had a poor record 
with respect to immunisation in children. 

Over the decade from 2001 to 2011, Gujarat did not change its position relative to the rest 
of the country with respect to poverty and female literacy, remaining near the median of 
the 29 Indian states. It showed only a marginal improvement in rates of infant mortality, 
and its position with respect to individual consumption declined. With respect to the 
quality of education in Government schools, the state ranked below most Indian 
states. The social policies of the Government generally did not benefit Muslims, Dalits, 
and Adivasis, and generally increased social inequalities. Development in Gujarat was 
generally limited to the urban middle class, and citizens in rural areas or from lower 
castes were increasingly marginalised. In 2013 the state ranked 10th of 21 Indian states 
in the Human Development Index. Political Scientist Christophe Jaffrelot says that under 
Modi the number of families below the poverty line has increased and conditions for rural 
adivasi and dalits, in particular, have declined. Under Modi, the state Government spent 
far less than the national average on education and healthcare. In July 2013, economics 
Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen expressed disapproval of Modi's governance record, saying 
that under his administration Gujarat's "record in education and healthcare is pretty 
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bad". However, economists Arvind Panagariya and Jagdish Bhagwati say that Gujarat's 
social indicators have improved from a lower baseline than that of other Indian states. 
According to them, Gujarat's performance in raising literacy rates has been superior to 
other states and the "rapid" improvement of health indicators is evidence that "its 
progress has not been poor by any means." 

Final years 

 
Modi with Anandiben Patel at a meeting of BJP MLAs after 

his election as Prime Minister; Patel succeeded him as Gujarat chief minister. 
 

During the 2012 campaign, Modi attempted to identify himself with the state of Gujarat, a 
strategy similar to that used by Indira Gandhi during the Emergency, and projected 
himself as protecting Gujarat against persecution by the rest of India. 

Despite the BJP's shift away from explicit Hindutva, Modi's election campaign in 2007 and 
2012 contained elements of Hindu nationalism. Modi only attended Hindu religious 
ceremonies, and had prominent associations with Hindu religious leaders. During his 2012 
campaign he twice refused to wear articles of clothing gifted by Muslim leaders. He did, 
however, maintain relations with Dawoodi Bohra. His campaign included references to 
issues known to cause religious polarisation, including to Afzal Guru and the killing of 
Sohrabuddin Sheikh. The BJP did not nominate any Muslim candidates for the assembly 
election of 2012. He had published a Gujarati book titled Jyotipunjin 2008, containing 
profiles of various RSS leaders. The longest was of M. S. Golwalkar, under whose 
leadership the RSS expanded and whom Modi refers to as Pujniya Shri Guruji ("Guru 
worthy of worship"). According to The Economic Times, his intention was to explain the 
workings of the RSS to his readers and to reassure RSS members that he remained 
ideologically aligned with them. Modi authored eight other books, mostly containing short 
stories for children. 

While campaigning for the 2012 assembly elections, Modi made extensive use of 
holograms and other technologies allowing him to reach a large number of 
people, something he would repeat in the 2014 general election. In the 2012 Gujarat 
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Legislative Assembly elections, Modi won the constituency of Maninagar by 86,373 votes 
over Shweta Bhatt, the INC candidate and wife of Sanjiv Bhatt. The BJP won 115 of the 
182 seats, continuing its majority during his tenure and allowing the party to form the 
Government (as it had in Gujarat since 1995). In later by-elections the BJP won four more 
assembly seats and two Lok Sabha seats held by the INC, although Modi did not campaign 
for its candidates. In 2013, the Wharton India Economic Forum (WIEF) at the Wharton 
School of the University of Pennsylvania cancelled a keynote video-conference speech by 
Modi following protests by Indian-Americans. After his election as prime minister, Modi 
resigned as the chief minister and as an MLA from Maninagar on 21 May 
2014. Anandiben Patel succeeded him as the chief minister. 

2014 INDIAN GENERAL ELECTION 

In September 2013 Modi was named the BJP's candidate for prime minister in the 2014 
Lok Sabha election. Several BJP leaders expressed opposition to Modi's 
candidature, including BJP founding member L. K. Advani, who cited concern with 
leaders who were "concerned with their personal agendas". Modi played a dominant role in 
the BJP's election campaign. Several people who voted for the BJP stated that if Modi had 
not been the prime-ministerial candidate, they would have voted for another party. The 
focus on Modi as an individual was unusual for a BJP election campaign. The election was 
described as a referendum on Narendra Modi. 

During the campaign, Modi focused on the corruption scandals under the previous INC 
Government, and played on his image as a politician who had created a high rate of GDP 
growth in Gujarat. Modi projected himself as a person who could bring about 
"development," without focus on any specific policies. His message found support among 
young Indians and among middle-class citizens. The BJP under Modi was able to 
downplay concerns about the protection of religious minorities and Modi's commitment 
to secularism, areas in which he had previously received criticism. Prior to the election 
Modi's image in the media had centered around his role in the 2002 Gujarat riots, but 
during the campaign the BJP was able to shift this to a focus on Modi's neoliberal ideology 
and the Gujarat model of development. Although the BJP avoided issues of Hindu 
nationalism to an extent, Hindutva remained a significant part of its campaign. The BJP's 
campaign was assisted by its wide influence in the media. Modi's campaign blitz cost 
approximately ₹50 billion (US$770 million), and received extensive financial support from 
corporate donors. In addition to more conventional campaign methods, Modi made 
extensive use of social media, and addressed more than 1000 rallies via  
hologram appearances. 

The BJP won 31% of the vote, and more than doubled its tally in the Lok Sabha to 282, 
becoming the first party to win a majority of seats on its own since 1984. Voter 
dissatisfaction with the INC, as well as with regional parties in North India, was another 
reason for the success of the BJP, as was the support from the RSS. In states such as 
Uttar Pradesh in which the BJP performed well, it drew exceptionally high support from 
upper-caste Hindus, although the 10 percent of Muslim votes won was more than it had 
won before. It performed particularly well in parts of the country that had recently 
experienced violence between Hindus and Muslims. The magnitude of the BJP's victory 
led many commentators to say that the election constituted a political realignment away 
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from progressive parties and towards the right-wing. Modi's tweet announcing his victory 
was described as being emblematic of the political realignment away from a secular, 
socialist state towards capitalism and Hindu cultural nationalism. 

Modi himself was a candidate for the Lok Sabha in two constituencies: Varanasi 
and Vadodara. He won in both constituencies, defeating Aam Aadmi Party leader Arvind 
Kejriwal in Varanasi and Madhusudan Mistry of the INC in Vadodara by 570,128 
votes. Modi, who was unanimously elected leader of the BJP, was appointed prime 
minister by India's president. To comply with the law that an MP cannot represent more 
than one constituency, he vacated the Vadodara seat. 

PRIME MINISTER 

Modi was sworn in as the Prime Minister of India on 26 May 2014 at the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan. He became the first Prime Minister born after India's independence from 
the British Empire. His first cabinet consisted of 45 ministers, 25 fewer than the 
previous United Progressive Alliance (UPA) Government. 21 new ministers were added to 
the council of ministers in November 2014. During his premiership, India rose to the 
100th rank in the 2018 Ease of Doing Business ranking by World Bank. 

ECONOMIC POLICIES 
 

 
Modi with other BRICS leaders in 2016. Left to right: Temer, Modi, Xi, Putin and Zuma. 

The economic policies of Modi's Government focused on privatisation and liberalisation of 
the economy, based on a neoliberal framework. Modi liberalised India's foreign direct 
investment policies, allowing more foreign investment in several industries, including in 
defence and the railways. Other reforms included removing many of the country's labour 
laws, to make it harder for workers to form unions and easier for employers to hire and 
fire them. These reforms met with support from institutions such as the World Bank, but 
opposition from scholars within the country. The labour laws also drew strong opposition 
from unions: on 2 September 2015, eleven of the country's largest unions went on strike, 
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including one affiliated with the BJP. The Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh, a constituent of the 
Sangh Parivar, stated that the reforms would hurt labourers by making it easier for 
corporations to exploit them. In his first budget, Finance Minister Arun Jaitley promised 
to gradually reduce the budgetary deficit from 4.1 percent to 3 percent over two years, and 
to divest from shares in public banks. Over Modi's first year in office, the Indian GDP 
grew at a rate of 7.5 percent, making it the world's fastest-growing large economy. 

The funds dedicated to poverty reduction programmes and social welfare measures were 
greatly decreased by the Modi administration. The money spent on social programmes 
declined from 14.6% of GDP during the Congress Government to 12.6% during Modi's first 
year in office. Spending on health and family welfare declined by 15%, and on primary and 
secondary education by 16%. The budgetary allocation for the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, or 
the "education for all" programme, declined by 22%. The Government also lowered 
corporate taxes, abolished the wealth tax, and reduced customs duties on gold, jewelry, 
and increased sales taxes. In October 2014, the Modi Government deregulated diesel 
prices, and later increased taxes on diesel and petrol. 

 
Modi at the launch of the Make in India programme. 

In September 2014, Modi introduced the Make in India initiative to encourage foreign 
companies to manufacture products in India, with the goal of turning the country into a 
global manufacturing hub. Supporters of economic liberalisation supported the initiative, 
while critics argued it would allow foreign corporations to capture a greater share of the 
Indian market. In order to enable the construction of private industrial corridors, the Modi 
administration passed a land-reform bill that allowed it to acquire private agricultural 
land without conducting a social impact assessment, and without the consent of the 
farmers who owned it. Under the previous bill, the Government had required the consent 
of 80% of the owners of a piece of property before acquiring it for a private project: this 
requirement was waived. The bill was passed via an executive order after it faced 
opposition in parliament, but was eventually allowed to lapse. Modi's Government put in 
place the Goods and Services Tax, the biggest tax reform in the country since 
independence. It subsumed around 17 different taxes and became effective from 1 July 
2017. 
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On 25 June 2015, Modi launched a programme intended to develop 100 smart cities. The 
"Smart Cities" programme is expected to bring Information Technology companies an 
extra benefit of ₹20 billion (US$310 million). In June 2015, Modi launched the "Housing for 
All By 2022" project, which intends to eliminate slums in India by building about 20 
million affordable homes for India's urban poor. 

 
Modi and British Prime Minister Theresa May at the  

India-UK Tech Summit in New Delhi 

In his first cabinet decision, Modi set up a team to investigate black money. On 9 
November 2016, the Government demonetised ₹500 and ₹1000 banknotes, with the stated 
intention of curbing corruption, black money, the use of counterfeit currency, and 
terrorism. The move led to widespread protests throughout the country, including one by 
opposition parties, which stalled the winter session of parliament. In the days following 
the demonetisation, banks across the country faced severe cash shortages, which had 
detrimental effects on a number of small businesses, on agriculture, and on 
transportation. People seeking to exchange their notes had lengthy waits, and several 
deaths were linked to the rush to exchange cash. Following Modi's announcement, the 
Indian stock indices BSE SENSEX and NIFTY 50 declined steeply. There has been a steep 
increase in digital payments and transactions in the country since the day demonetization 
was announced. Post the demonetisation, the quantum of income tax returns filed for 
individuals jumped by 25% indicating the widened tax net. Further, the advance tax 
collections rose by 42% and Self-assessment tax collections rose by 34.25%. 

HEALTH AND SANITATION POLICIES 

In his first year as prime minister, Modi reduced the amount of money spent by the 
Government on healthcare. The Modi Government launched a "New Health Policy" in 
January 2015, although this did not increase the Government's spending on healthcare, 
instead emphasizing the role of private healthcare organisations. This represented a shift 
away from the policy of the previous Congress Government, which had supported 
programmes to assist public health goals, including reducing child and maternal mortality 
rates. The National Health Mission, which included public health programmes targeted at 
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these indices received nearly 25% less funds in 2015 than in the previous year. 15 national 
health programmes, including those aimed at controlling tobacco use and supporting 
healthcare for the elderly, were merged with the National Health Mission, and received 
less funds than in previous years. Modi initially appointed Harsh Vardhan, a doctor and 
an advocate of tobacco control, as minister of health. However, Vardhan was removed in 
November 2015. The Government introduced stricter packaging laws for tobacco which 
requires 85% of the packet size to be covered by pictorial warnings. In its budget for the 
second year after it took office, the Modi Government reduced healthcare spending by 
15%. Modi has generally emphasised his Government's efforts at sanitation as a means of 
ensuring good health. An article in the medical journal Lancet stated that the country 
"might have taken a few steps back in public health" under Modi. 

On 2 October 2014, Modi launched the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan ("Clean India") campaign. 
The stated goals of the campaign included eliminating open defecation and manual 
scavenging. The plan was to achieve these aims in five years. As part of the programme, 
the Indian Government began constructing millions of toilets in rural areas and 
encouraging people to use them. The Government also announced plans to build new 
sewage treatment plants. The administration plans to construct 60 million toilets by 2019. 
The construction projects have faced allegations of corruption, and have faced severe 
difficulty in getting people to use the toilets constructed for them. 

HINDUTVA AND EDUCATION POLICY 

During the 2014 election campaign, the BJP sought to identify itself with political leaders 
known to have opposed Hindu nationalism, including B. R. Ambedkar, Subhas Chandra 
Bose, and Ram Manohar Lohia. The campaign also saw the use of rhetoric based on 
Hindutva, however, by BJP leaders in certain states. Communal tensions were played 
upon especially in Uttar Pradesh and the states of Northeast India. A proposal for the 
controversial Uniform Civil Code was a part of the BJP's election manifesto. 

Several state Governments headed by the BJP have enacted policies aligned with 
Hindutva after the election of Modi as Prime Minister. The Government of Maharashtra 
banned the killing of cows in 2014. The Modi administration has generally avoided 
directly supporting policies related to a Hindutva agenda. There has been an increase in 
the activities of a number of other Hindu nationalist organisations, sometimes with the 
support of the Government. The incidents included a Hindu religious 
conversion programme, a campaign against the alleged Islamic practice of "Love Jihad", 
and attempts to celebrate Nathuram Godse, the assassin of Mahatma Gandhi, by 
members of the right wing Hindu Mahasabha. The attempts at religious conversion have 
been described by the VHP and other organisations involved with them as attempts at 
"reconversion" from Islam or Christianity. There have been a number of reports of 
intimidation or coercion of the subjects during these attempts. Officials in the 
Government, including the Home Minister, have defended the attempts. There were 
additional incidents of violence targeted at religious minorities by Hindu 
nationalists. Modi refused to remove a Government minister from her position after a 
popular outcry resulted from her referring to religious minorities as 
"bastards." Commentators have suggested, however, that the violence was perpetrated by 
radical Hindu nationalists to undercut the authority of Modi. 
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The Modi administration appointed Yellapragada Sudershan Rao, who had previously 
been associated with the RSS, chairperson of the Indian Council of Historical 
Research (ICHR). In reaction to his appointment, other historians and former members of 
the ICHR, including those sympathetic to the ruling party, questioned his credentials as a 
historian. Several stated that the appointment was part of an agenda of cultural 
nationalism. 

The Government began formulating a New Education Policy, or NEP, soon after its 
election. As of March 2016, this policy had yet to be implemented. This was the third 
education policy introduced by the Indian Government, following those of 1968 and 1986. 
The policy was described as having overtones of Hindutva. The RSS had a role in its 
creation, and it did not explicitly mention the goals of "socialism, secularism and 
democracy" that had been mentioned in the first two policies. The policy emphasised the 
education of minority students, as well as those of economically backward groups, in 
particular on improving enrolment in schools among those groups. The policy proposed 
bringing religious educational institutions under the Right to Education Act. There was 
also a debate about removing caste-based reservation in favour of reservation based on 
income, a move supported by the RSS, but which was criticised as being discriminatory on 
the basis of caste. 

FOREIGN POLICY 

Foreign policy played a relatively small role in Modi's election campaign, and did not 
feature prominently in the BJP's election manifesto. Modi invited all the other leaders 
of SAARC countries to his swearing in ceremony as prime minister. He was the first 
Indian prime minister to do so. 

Modi's foreign policy, similarly to that of the preceding INC Government, focused on 
improving economic ties, security, and regional relations. Modi continued Manmohan 
Singh's policy of "multi-alignment." The Modi administration tried to attract foreign 
investment in the Indian economy from several sources, especially in East Asia, with the 
use of slogans such as "Make in India" and "Digital India". As a part of this policy, the 
Modi Government completed India's application to join the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation, which is led by China and Russia. (SCO). The Government also tried to 
improve relations with Islamic nations in the Middle East, such as Bahrain, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates, as well as with Israel. Modi added five bilateral 
strategic partnerships to the 25 that had been agreed by his predecessors Singh and 
Vajpayee. 

During the first few months after the election, Modi made trips to a number of different 
countries to further the goals of his policy, and attended the BRICS, ASEAN, 
and G20 summits. One of Modi's first visits as prime minister was to Nepal, during which 
he promised a billion USD in aid. Modi also made several overtures to the United States, 
including multiple visits to that country. While this was described as an unexpected 
development, due to the US having previously denied Modi a travel visa over his role 
during the 2002 Gujarat riots, it was also expected to strengthen diplomatic and trade 
relations between the two countries. 
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In 2015, the Indian parliament ratified a land exchange deal with Bangladesh about 
the India–Bangladesh enclaves, which had been initiated by the Government of 
Manmohan Singh. Modi's administration gave renewed attention to India's "Look East 
Policy", instituted in 1991. The policy was renamed the "Act East Policy", and involved 
directing Indian foreign policy towards East Asia and Southeast Asia. The Government 
signed agreements to improve land connectivity with Myanmar, through the state 
of Manipur. This represented a break with India's historic engagement with Myanmar, 
which prioritised border security over trade. As of July 2016, Modi had made 51 trips to 42 
countries with the intent of strengthening diplomatic relations. 

DEFENCE POLICY 
 

 
10th President of Israel Reuven Rivlin and Chief of General Staff  

of the Israel Defense Forces Gadi Eizenkotwith Modi. 

The BJP election manifesto had also promised to deal with illegal immigration into India 
in the Northeast, as well as to be more firm in its handling of insurgent groups. During 
the election campaign, Modi said that he would be willing to accommodate Hindu 
migrants who were being persecuted in Bangladesh, but those that came with "political 
objectives" would have to be sent back. The Modi Government issued a notification 
allowing Hindu, Sikh, and Buddhist illegal immigrants from Pakistan and Bangladesh to 
legalise their residency in India. The Government described the measure as being taken 
for humanitarian reasons but it drew criticism from several Assamese organisations. 

Modi continued the previous INC administration's policy of increasing military spending 
every year, announcing an increase of 11% in the military budget in 2015. This increase 
was larger than the average growth under the Congress. 

The Modi administration negotiated a peace agreement with the largest faction of 
the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCM), which was announced in August 
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2015. The Naga insurgency in northwest India had begun in the 1950s. The NSCM and 
the Government had agreed to a ceasefire in 1997, but a peace accord had not previously 
been signed. In 2015 the Government abrogated a 15-year ceasefire with the Khaplang 
faction of the NSCM (NSCM-K). The NSCM-K responded with a series of attacks, which 
killed 18 people. The Modi Government carried out a raid across the border with Myanmar 
as a result, and labelled the NSCM-K a terrorist organisation. 

Modi has repeatedly stated that Pakistan was an exporter of terrorism. On 29 September 
2016, the Indian Army stated that it had conducted a surgical strike on terror launchpads 
in Azad Kashmir, although Pakistan denied the claim, and the details of the confrontation 
are still in dispute. 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES 
 

 
Modi (right) at CoP21 Climate Conference, in Paris, announcing  

the founding of an International Solar Alliance (ISA). November 2015. 
 

In naming his cabinet, Modi renamed the "Ministry of Environment and Forests" the 
"Ministry of Environment, Forests, and Climate Change." In the first budget of the 
Government, the money allotted to this ministry was reduced by more than 50%. The new 
ministry also removed or diluted a number of laws related to environmental protection. 
These included no longer requiring clearance from the National Board for Wildlife for 
projects close to protected areas, and allowing certain projects to proceed before 
environmental clearance was received. The Government also tried to reconstitute the 
Wildlife board such that it no longer had representatives from non-Governmental 
organisations: however, this move was prevented by the Supreme Court. 

Modi also relaxed or abolished a number of other environmental regulations, particularly 
those related to industrial activity. A Government committee stated that the existing 
system only served to create corruption, and that the Government should instead rely on 
the owners of industries to voluntarily inform the Government about the pollution they 
were creating. Other changes included reducing ministry oversight on small mining 
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projects, and no longer requiring approval from tribal councils for projects inside forested 
areas. In addition, Modi lifted a moratorium on new industrial activity in the most 
polluted areas in the countries. The changes were welcomed by businesspeople, but 
criticised by environmentalists. 

Under the UPA Government that preceded Modi's administration, field trials 
of Genetically Modified (GM) crops had essentially been put on hold, after protests from 
farmers fearing for their livelihoods. Under the Modi Government these restrictions were 
gradually lifted. The Government received some criticism for freezing the bank accounts of 
environmental group Greenpeace, citing financial irregularities, although a leaked 
Government report said that the freeze had to do with Greenpeace's opposition to GM 
crops. 

GOVERNANCE AND OTHER INITIATIVES 

Modi's first year as prime minister saw significant centralisation of power relative to 
previous administrations. Modi's efforts at centralisation have been linked to an increase 
in the number of senior administration officials resigning their positions. Although the 
Government has a majority of seats in the Lok Sabha, it does not have one in the Rajya 
Sabha, which led to its policies frequently being stymied there. Thus, Modi resorted to 
passing a number of ordinances to enact his policies, leading to further centralisation of 
power. The Government also passed a bill increasing the control that it had over the 
appointment of judges, and reducing that of the judiciary. 

On 31 December 2014, Modi announced that the Planning Commission had been scrapped. 
It was replaced with a body called the National Institution for Transforming India, 
or NITI Aayog. The Planning Commission was a legacy of the Indian Independence 
movement, although critics said that it was slowing economic growth. The move had the 
effect of greatly centralising the power previously with the planning commission in the 
person of the prime minister. It also reduced the extent of control individual states had 
over their financial allocation from the union Government and unlike the planning 
commission, it does not have the power to allocate funds. The planning commission had 
received heavy criticism in previous years for creating inefficiency in the Government, and 
of not filling its role of improving social welfare: however, since the economic liberalisation 
of the 1990s, it had been the major Government body responsible for measures related to 
social justice. 

The Modi Government launched a crackdown against a number of civil society 
organisations. Several tens of thousands of organisations were investigated by 
the Intelligence Bureau in the first year of the administration, on the grounds that they 
were slowing economic growth. International humanitarian aid organisation Medecins 
Sans Frontieres was among the groups that were put under pressure. Other organisations 
affected included the Sierra Club and Avaaz. Cases of sedition were filed against 
individuals criticising the Government. This led to discontent within the BJP regarding 
Modi's style of functioning and drew comparisons to the governing style of Indira Gandhi. 

Modi repealed 1,200 obsolete laws in first three years as prime minister, against a total of 
1,301 such laws repealed by previous Governments over a span of 64 years. He started a 
monthly radio programme titled "Mann Ki Baat" on 3 October 2014. Modi also launched 



25 

 

the Digital India programme, which has the goal of ensuring that Government services are 
available electronically, building infrastructure to provide high-speed Internet access to 
rural areas, boosting manufacturing of electronic goods in the country, and 
promoting digital literacy. 

PERSONAL LIFE 

In accordance with Ghanchi tradition, Modi's marriage was arranged by his parents when 
he was a child. He was engaged at age 13 to Jashodaben, marrying her when he was 18. 
They spent little time together and grew apart when Modi began two years of travel, 
including visits to Hindu ashrams. Reportedly, their marriage was never consummated, 
and he kept it a secret because otherwise he could not have become a 'pracharak' in the 
puritan Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh. Although Modi kept his marriage secret for most 
of his career, he acknowledged his wife when he filed his nomination for a parliamentary 
seat in the 2014 general elections. Modi maintains a close relationship with his mother, 
Hiraben and often visits her on his birthday to seek her blessings. 

A vegetarian, Modi has a frugal lifestyle and is a workaholic and introvert. Adept at using 
social media, he has been since September 2014 the third-most-followed leader in the 
world (with over 34.6 million followers on Twitter as of September 2017), behind Barack 
Obama (95.6 million followers) and Donald Trump (38.8 million followers). Modi's 31 
August 2012 post on Google Hangouts made him the first Indian politician to interact 
with netizens on live chat. Modi has also been called a fashion-icon for his signature 
crisply ironed, half-sleeved kurta, as well as for a suit with his name embroidered 
repeatedly in the pinstripes that he wore during a state visit by US President Barack 
Obama, which drew public and media attention and criticism. Modi's personality has been 
variously described by scholars and biographers as energetic, arrogant, and charismatic. 

The nomination of Modi for the prime ministership drew attention to his reputation as 
"one of contemporary India's most controversial and divisive politicians." During the 2014 
election campaign the BJP projected an image of Modi as a strong, masculine leader, who 
would be able to take difficult decisions. Campaigns in which he has participated have 
focused on Modi as an individual, in a manner unusual for the BJP and RSS. Modi has 
relied upon his reputation as a politician able to bring about economic growth and 
"development". Nonetheless, his role in the 2002 Gujarat riots continues to attract 
criticism and controversy. Modi's hardline Hindutva philosophy and the policies adopted 
by his Government continue to draw criticism, and have been seen as evidence of a 
majoritarian and exclusionary social agenda. 

APPROVAL RATINGS 

As a Prime Minister, Modi has received consistently high approval ratings; at the end of 
his first year in office, he received an overall approval rating of 87% in a Pew Research 
poll, with 68% of people rating him "very favorably" and 93% approving of his 
Government.His approval rating remained largely consistent at around 74% through his 
second year in office, according to a nationwide poll conducted by instaVaani. At the end of 
his second year in office, an updated Pew Research poll showed Modi continued to receive 
high overall approval ratings of 81%, with 57% of those polled rating him "very 
favorably." At the end of his third year in office, a further Pew Research poll showed Modi 
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with an overall approval rating of 88%, his highest yet, with 69% of people polled rating 
him "very favorably." A poll conducted by The Times of India in May 2017 showed 77% of 
the respondents rated Modi as "very good" and "good". In early 2017, a survey from Pew 
Research Center showed Modi to be the most popular figure in Indian politics. 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 

Modi was named the Best Chief Minister in a 2007 nationwide survey by India Today. In 
March 2012, he appeared on the cover of the Asian edition of Time Magazine, one of the 
few Indian politicians to have done so. He was awarded Indian of the Year by CNN-
IBN news network in 2014. In 2014, 2015 and 2017, he was named one of Time 
magazine's 100 Most Influential People in the World. He was also declared winner of the 
Time magazine reader's poll for Person of the Year in 2014 and as well as in 2016. Forbes 
Magazine ranked him the 15th-Most-Powerful Person in the World in 2014 and the 9th-
Most-Powerful Person in the World in 2015 and 2016. In 2015, Modi was ranked the 13th-
Most-Influential Person in the World by Bloomberg Markets Magazine. In the same year 
he was named one of Time's "30 Most Influential People on the Internet" as the second-
most-followed politician on Twitter and Facebook. Modi was ranked fifth on Fortune 
Magazine's first annual list of the "World's Greatest Leaders" in 2015. In 2016, a wax 
statue of Modi was unveiled at Madame Tussaud Wax Museum in London. 

STATE HONOURS 

 

Decoration Country Date Note Ref. 

 

Order of Abdulaziz Al Saud 

 Saudi 
Arabia 

3 April 
2016 

Member 
Special 
Class, The 
highest 
civilian 
honour of 
Saudi 
Arabia 

 

 

State Order of Ghazi Amir 
Amanullah Khan 

 Afghanistan 
4 June 
2016 

The highest 
civilian 
honour of 
Afghanistan 

 

 
Grand Collar of the State of 
Palestine 

 Palestine 

10 
February 
2018 

The highest 
civilian 
honour of 
Palestine 
for foreign 
dignitaries 
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Chapter 2 

SWEARING-IN CEREMONY OF NARENDRA MODI 

 
 
OATH OF OFFICE 
I, Narendra Modi, do swear in the name of God/solemnly affirm that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the Constitution of India as by law established, that I will uphold the 
sovereignty and integrity of India, that I will faithfully and conscientiously discharge my 
duties as prime minister for the Union and that I will do right to all manner of people in 
accordance with the Constitution and the law, without fear or favour, affection or ill-will. 
 

 
Forecourt of the Rashtrapati Bhavan, the venue of the ceremony 

 

CONSTITUTION OF INDIA, THIRD SCHEDULE, PART I 

OATH OF SECRECY 
I, Narendra Modi, do swear in the name of God/solemnly affirm that I will not directly or 
indirectly communicate or reveal to any person or persons any matter which shall be 
brought under my consideration or shall become known to me as prime minister for the 
Union except as may be required for the due discharge of my duties as such Minister. 

CONSTITUTION OF INDIA, THIRD SCHEDULE, PART II 

Narendra Modi, parliamentary leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party started his tenure 
after his swearing-in as the 15th Prime Minister of India on 26 May 2014. 45 other 
ministers were also sworn in along with Modi. The ceremony was noted by media for being 
the first ever swearing-in of an Indian Prime Minister to have been attended by the heads 
of all SAARC countries. The Prime Minister of Pakistan Nawaz Sharif and President of 
Sri Lanka Mahinda Rajapaksa faced opposition in India and their respective home 
countries for attending the function. 
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BACKGROUND 

Post the declaration of election results on 16 May 2014, Modi met the President of 
India Pranab Mukherjee on 20 May where Mukherjee invited Modi to form the next 
Government. The BJP had won 282 seats and their alliance National Democratic 
Alliance won a total of 336 seats in the 543-seat Lok Sabha, the strongest mandate since 
the 1984 elections where Indian National Congress had won. The BJP then announced 
that Modi will be sworn in on 26 May 2014 at 6 p.m. IST. 

CEREMONY 

The swearing-in ceremony was held at the forecourts of the Rashtrapati Bhavan in Delhi 
which has been used as the venue of swearing-in by only two previous Prime 
Ministers, Chandra Shekhar (1990, Samajwadi Janata Party) and Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee (1996 and 1998, BJP). The Durbar Hall was another possible venue but was 
rejected for its small sitting capacity of 500. BJP indicated that the ceremony would be 
held in open ground. Before, Modi has taken his oath as Chief Minister of Gujarat in open 
stadiums. Extra trains were scheduled from Varanasi and Gujarat on the previous day for 
viewers to reach Delhi. The special “K9” squad of trained dogs belonging to the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police was employed to secure the areas of the venue. The squad has 
previously been used at the time of 2010 Commonwealth Games and other Naxal-affected 
regions. India's national broadcaster Doordarshan had various innovative ways planned. 
The ceremony’s broadcast had an anchor in inset narrating the event in sign-language. 
This had previously been used in the Republic Day parade broadcast, but was the first 
time for a swearing-in. In another first, the 15 regional television channels of Doordarshan 
aired the ceremony in the respective regional languages. The event was also the first of its 
kind to ever be streamed live on YouTube. The cost of the ceremony to the exchequer 
was 17.6 Lakhs. 

INVITEES 

The guest-list includes various heads of the states, political parties and groups along with 
leaders of SAARC countries. The event is hence viewed as a "major diplomatic event". 

INTERNATIONAL DIGNITARIES 

All SAARC heads of Government attended. The ceremony was the first swearing-in of an 
Indian Prime Minister where all SAARC heads were invited. After the ceremony, Modi 
described this new Government's first major initiative in foreign policy as the "right 
decision at the right time". 

•  Afghanistan – President Hamid Karzai accepted the invitation to attend the 
ceremony. He is bound to leave the office post the ongoing presidential elections. But 
his acceptance was seen as Afghanistan’s interest in working with India in future. 
Media also noted that his either successors Abdullah Abdullah and Ashraf Ghani are 
pro-India. 

•  Bangladesh - Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury, the speaker of Jatiyo Sangshad, (the 
House of the Nation) accepted the invitation on behalf of the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina as Hasina had a pre-planned visit to Japan. 
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•  Bhutan - Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay attended the ceremony and planned to 
have a discussion on bilateral relations of the two countries on 27 May. 

•  Maldives - Maldivian President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom attended the 
ceremony. 

•  Mauritius - Mauritius Prime Minister Navin Ramgoolam attended the ceremony. 

•    Nepal - Nepal Prime Minister Sushil Koirala accepted the invitation. 
•  Pakistan - Indian politicians reacted strongly after Nawaz Sharif accepted the 

invitation to the swearing-in ceremony on May 24. National Conference's (NC) Omar 
Abdullah was glad that the Pakistan PM had accepted the invitation to Modi's 
swearing-in. He said that this will mark a new beginning in Indo-Pak ties. Key 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) ally Shiv Sena, which has been vocal against 
Pakistan for "sponsoring" terrorism in India-Pakistan came out opposing the invite to 
the Pakistan Prime Minister. The invitation had aroused hope among the people in 
India and Indian Muslims, especially, were construing it as a portend of a happy turn 
of events.Pakistani journalists and politicians however had mixed views on Sharif 
accepting the invite. 

•  Sri Lanka - President Mahinda Rajapaksa's invitation and attendance to the 
ceremony came under heavy criticism amongst Tamil Nadu politicians. The All India 
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) and NDA ally Marumalarchi Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (MDMK) leaders had spoken against the Modi Government's 
decision to invite the Sri Lankan president. MDMK chief Vaiko met Modi to try to 
change his mind about the invitation while the Congress leaders were one with the 
MDMK and the AIADMK opposing the invitation. Amid strong opposition from all 
quarters, CPI(M) on Sunday said the Centre should utilise this occasion for resolving 
the Lankan Tamils issue. A Tamil students group called Delhi Tamil Youth Forum 
staged a protest in the streets of Delhi on Sunday to register their anger. Due to Modi's 
goodwill and peaceful approach, Indian fishermen were released by Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka. Pakistan released 151 fishermen on 25 May from the Malir jail in Karachi and 
Nara jail in Hyderabad in Sindh province. Modi welcomeded this move of both the 
nations. 

Prime Minister of Tibetan Government-in-Exile Lobsang Sangay attended the ceremony. 
Chinese Government opposed the invitation to the Tibetan leader. 

NATIONAL DIGNITARIES 

Outgoing Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, former Presidents Abdul Kalam and Pratibha 
Patil, Vice President Hamid Ansari, Congress president Sonia Gandhi were among those 
who participated. Chief Ministers of all states in India were invited to attend the event. 
Among them, the Chief Ministers of Karnataka, Siddaramaiah (INC) and Kerala,  
Oommen Chandy (INC) could not attend the ceremony due to their prior engagements 
though they gave their best wishes. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Jayalalithaa, whose 
party had won the third highest number of seats in the election also declined to attend the 
event, while Chief Minister of West Bengal, Mamata Bannerjee decided to send Mukul 
Roy and Amit Mitra to attend. Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan of the BJP and his entire cabinet had hired an aircraft to attend the swearing in 
and return to Bhopal the same night. 
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Celebrities who were invited to the event included Salman Khan, Dharmendra, Anupam 
Kher, Madhur Bhandarkar, Suresh Gopi, Vivek Oberoi, Lata Mangeshkar,  
Rajnikanthand Amitabh Bachchan. 

Kiran Mahida, a tea vendor from Vadodara who had proposed Modi's candidacy, was also 
invited to attend the ceremony. 

OTHER CELEBRATIONS 

Celebrations were also held in the country elsewhere other than the event venue. Within 
Delhi, locations like Chandni Chowk and Delhi Town Hall had planned LED screens 
streaming the ceremony and sweets were planned to be distributed. BJP’s Delhi 
politician Harsh Vardhan said "We want to make it a special day for the 
people." Diwali like celebrations were done in Shimla to mark the "end of ten years of 
Congress rule". Similar celebrations have been planned in Gujarat, the home state of 
Modi. The Southern Gujarat Hotel and Restaurant Association (SHRA) announced a list of 
48 restaurants and fast food joints across Surat that will serve free tea to people between 
6- 9pm IST. Vadodara, Modi’s constituency called it a “Vadodara Pride Day”. Along with 
similar celebrations, educational stationary was also distributed in Vadodara to the school 
children. Religious worships were planned in the temples, mosques and gurudwaras 
of Indore, Madhya Pradesh. 5,000 laddus were ordered to be distributed by the Mysore 
Zilla Ganigara Sangha community in Mysore, Karnataka. 

Celebrations were also carried out in the Times Square of New York City and other cities 
of United States of America by organizing "election watch parties". An Indian restaurant 
in New Jersey also promised free methi pakodas if Modi won the elections. Similar 
festivities were also seen amongst the Indians settled in Australia and Canada. 
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Chapter 3 

FOREIGN POLICIES OF THE  
NARENDRA MODI GOVERNMENT 

 

The Foreign Policies of the Narendra Modi Government (also referred to as the Modi 
Doctrine) concerns the policies and initiatives made towards other states by the 
current Modi Government after he assumed office as Prime Minister of India on 26 May 
2014. 

The Ministry of External Affairs, headed by External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj (the 
first woman to hold the office since Indira Gandhi), is responsible for carrying out the 
foreign policy of India. Modi's foreign policy is currently focused on improving relations 
with neighbouring countries in South Asia, engaging the extended neighbourhood in 
Southeast Asia and the major global powers. In pursuit of this, he has made official visits 
to Bhutan, Nepal and Japan within the first 100 days of his Government, followed by the 
United States, Myanmar, Australia, and Fiji. 

Swaraj has also made official visits to Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar, Singapore, 
Vietnam, Manama, Bahrain, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, United States, United Kingdom, 
Mauritius, Maldives, United Arab Emirates, South Korea, China, Oman and Sri Lanka. 

BACKGROUND 

While Chief Minister of Gujarat, and under sanction from Western states like the United 
States, Modi made several foreign trips to foster his business links with major Asian 
economic powers. This included meeting Japanese Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe twice in 
2007 and 2012 and building a personal rapport. He also reached out for investment deals 
with China and Israel, who sought to increase economic ties beyond defence and 
agriculture, according to outgoing Israeli Ambassador Alon Ushpiz. He was widely 
appreciated for his endeavour to organise Vibrant Gujarat, a biannual international 
business summit, to welcome investment in his home state which also helped build a pro-
development and business friendly image. 

2014 GENERAL ELECTION 

Though Modi made no major foreign policy speeches during the general election 
campaign in 2014 except calling out China's potential aggression along the border with 
India  and making "illegal immigration" from Bangladesh an election issue specially 
during the later part of his campaign in eastern states like Assam and West Bengal. He 
also asserted that Hindus outside the country would be able to seek asylum in India 
should they require it. But time and again he had emphasized the fact that he (born in 
1950) was going to be the first post-independence-born Prime Minister of India therefore it 
would be natural to expect a shift in the world view from his predecessors. He also pledged 
to have a "strong" foreign policy, including engaging with China. He had asked for 
External Affairs Ministry to focus more on trade deals instead of other geopolitical 
initiatives. 
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Modi’s first foreign policy outlook were revealed during the run up for the Prime 
Ministerial candidature in his party in 2013 when he in a Network 18 program called 
'Think India, dialogue forum' had outlined the following points: 

Improving relations with immediate neighbours would be his priority as peace and 
tranquillity in South Asia is essential for realizing his development agenda. 

• Significantly he pledged to introduce the concept of para diplomacy in India where 
each states and cities would have liberty to forge special relation with countries or 
federal states or even cities of their interest. 

• Bilateral trade going to dominate the relations with most countries except few 
important global powers with which India shares a strategic partnership. 

Modi further responded to the many congratulatory messages and phone calls from most 
world leaders that he received in the aftermath of his historic election victory. 

INAUGURATION 

Even before he formally took charge of office Modi, Prime Minister elect, had made his 
maiden foreign policy statement by inviting all the heads of state/heads of Government of 
India's neighbours and doing so he had undone his criticism as being a hardliner. 
Modi's swearing-in ceremony featured nearly all the SAARC leaders along with Navin 
Ramgoolam of Mauritius who holds an observer status at the grouping. Guests list 
included Afghanistan's Hamid Karzai, Bhutan's Tshering Tobgay, Maldives' Abdulla 
Yameen, Nepal's Sushil Koirala, Pakistan's Nawaz Sharif, Sri Lanka's Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, Mauritius's Navin Ramgoolam. As Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina was travelling, parliamentary Speaker Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury came instead. 
Significantly Lobsang Sangay, the Prime Minister of Tibetan Government-in-Exile, was 
also spotted seating in the spectators gallery. The media reacted positively to this in 
response to their own criticism of his foreign policy. 
 

APPROACH OF P5 NATIONS 

Soon after the new Government took over the office, important world leaders expressed 
their willingness to work with Modi Government to strengthen their relations with India 
as it provides them a big market. All 5 permanent member state of United Nations 
Security Council sent their envoy with to India within the first 100 days from 
inauguration which is significant given India's long standing bid to get a permanent 
membership at UNSC. 

•  To take the early movers advantage China was first to send its envoy to India after 
Modi Government came into power, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited new 
Delhi on 8 June and held bilateral talks in with his counterpart and also called on PM 
Modi. In other reactions, China indicated a willingness to reach a final settlement over 
the contested border disputes. 

•  Russian Deputy Chairman Dmitry Rogozin visited India on 18–19 June 2014 to 
reach out the new Government led by Narendra Modi. Where the two sides discussed 
the cooperation in joint defence production which is one of Modi's top agenda. Later 
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Modi met President Vladimir Putin in July on the sidelines of 6th BRICS summit in 
Brazil. 

•  French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius made an official visit to India from 29 
June to 2 July and held high level talks with both External Affairs Minister and Prime 
Minister. Strategic and defence cooperation was top on his agenda and he expressed 
hope of speedy completion of Dassault Rafale Jet deal as part of the much delayed 
Indian MMRCA project under the new Government. 

•  British Foreign Secretary William Hague visited India on 7–8 July. During his 
meeting with Modi he lobbied hard again for Eurofighter Typhoon as a last minute 
alternative for Dassault Rafale which is yet to be signed. 

•  Prior to his India trip U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry emphasized the 
importance of US-India in twenty first century and interestingly he borrowed "Sabka 
saath, Sabka vikaas" a Hindi slogan from Modi’s campaign meaning "together with 
all, development for all" (or simply, inclusive growth) and said America shared this 
goal and willing to work in full cooperation with the new Government to realize it. He 
arrived in New Delhi on 1 August and held bilateral talks with his Indian counterpart 
to make the groundwork ready for Modi’s upcoming USA visit and also bided a strong 
lobby to gain support from India for sanctions on Russia amidst the 2014 Ukraine 
crisis. Swaraj said in regards to the appeal: "There is no change in our policy. We think 
that foreign policy is in continuity. Foreign policy does not change with the change in 
the Government." 

FOREIGN POLICY TEAM 

MODI'S 2015 FOREIGN POLICY TEAM 
 

 
Sushma Swaraj 
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER 

 
V. K. Singh 

 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar 

FOREIGN SECRETARY 

 
Ajit Doval 
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NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR 

Sushma Swaraj, one of the senior most leader of BJP, was given the portfolio of External 
Affairs which is going to be a very important ministry with India's growing role in 
international affairs.She is the first woman to hold the office. Earlier on her capacity 
of leader of opposition in Lok Sabha from 2009-2014 She met a galaxy of visiting foreign 
leaders which apparently helped her understanding of foreign relations. Modi 
appointed Ajit Doval, a seasoned intelligence officer, as National Security Advisor. Ajit 
Doval is believed to be close to the RSS, an organization Modi comes from. On 28 January 
2015, only a day after the US President Barack Obama's successful India visit Modi 
Government sacked Foreign Secretary Sujatha Singh and appointed Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar in her place, Jaishankar was then serving as India's ambassador to the United 
States. Modi himself was believed to be unhappy over Singh's ability to lead the foreign 
office and on the other hand impressed by Jaishankar's diplomatic skills in turning the 
flagging relationship with US into a flourishing partnership. His secondary aides also 
include Arvind Gupta(deputy NSA) and MJ Akbar(sworn in as the Minister of State for 
External Affairs). 

POLICY INITIATIVE 

Former National Security Adviser & Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon, an academic 
at Brookings, opined that the Modi Government’s foreign policy is one of “strategic 
incoherence”, executed without an “overarching conceptual framework”.  There has been 
many policy initiatives since that has been taking the headlines: 

ACT EAST POLICY 

From the very beginning the Modi led Government made it ample clear that India would 
focus more and more on improving relations with ASEAN and other East Asian countries 
as per India's Look East policy which was formulated during PM Narasimha Rao's 
Government in 1992 for better economic engagement with its eastern neighbours but 
successive Government later successfully turned it into a tool for forging strategic 
partnership and security cooperation with countries in that region in general and Vietnam 
and Japan in particular.In her recent visit to Hanoi, Vietnam Sushma Swaraj has stressed 
on the need for an Act East Policy that she said should replace India's over two decade-
old Look East Policy emphasizing a more proactive role for India in this region. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD FIRST POLICY 

One of the major policy initiatives taken by Modi Government is to focus back on its 
immediate neighbours in South Asia. Even before becoming the Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi hinted that his foreign policy will actively focus on improving ties with India's 
immediate neighbours which is being termed as neighbourhood first policy in the 
media and he started well by inviting all heads of state/heads of Government of South 
Asian countries in his inauguration and on the second day on office he held bilateral talks 
with all of them individually which was dubbed as a mini SAARC summit by the 
media. Later during a launch event at ISRO he has asked Indian scientists to take the 
endeavour to develop a dedicated SAARC satellite to share the fruits of the technology like 
tele-medicine, e-learning etc. with the people across South Asia to complement the 
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currently operating Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Programme program in 
the region. 

INDIAN OCEAN OUTREACH 

The Indian Ocean Region (IOR), which is long been considered as India's nautical 
backyard, steadily turning into a hotspot thanks to growing Chinese strategic presence 
over the region's numerous strategically located archipelagos. To counter the recent moves 
made by China on the name of President Xi's pet Maritime Silk Road project, India started 
to reach out its maritime neighbours in the IOR with proposals of enhanced economic and 
security cooperation. The policy towards IOR started to unfold during Sri Lankan 
president's visit to New Delhi in early February 2015. Following that Modi embarks on a 
three nations Yatraa (travel) to Mauritius, Seychelles and Sri Lanka, although Maldives 
was also initially part of this outreach but recent political turmoil in that country led to 
last-minute cancellation of the scheduled visit. 

It is interesting to see that ahead of Modi's scheduled visit to Beijing in May 2015, India 
wants to project that it commands a strategic supremacy over the IOR and its relations 
with its maritime neighbours are far more cordial than that of China's with particular 
reference to South China sea. 

PROJECT MAUSAM 

On the back of growing Chinese naval activity in the Indian Ocean region, which India 
considers its area of supremacy, the Modi administration have introduced Project 
Mausam, which is believed to rival the Chinese Maritime Silk Road (MSR) 
initiative.Mausam  which means weather or season in many South and Southeast Asian 
languages is highlighted because of its profound role in cultural exchanges in region as in 
ancient time maritime trade used to depend on seasonal monsoon winds. The project 
which is still in the evolving phase, is being with the worked on with the Cultural 
Ministry, will focus on the ancient trade and cultural linkages and emphasize on future 
maritime cooperation in the Indian Ocean region stretching from Southeast Asia to East 
Africa with the central location of India, from where the ocean derived its name. 

COOPERATION WITH PACIFIC ISLANDS 

Modi chose to visit Fiji soon after democracy was re-established in the island country after 
8 years. There apart from bilateral meeting, he also met heads of state/Government from 
14 pacific island states to enhance India's engagement in the region and proposed a 
'Forum for India- Pacific Islands Cooperation' (FIPIC) be held on a regular basis. He 
conveyed there India's keenness to work closely with Pacific Island nations to advance 
their development priorities in this regard a number of measures to strengthen India’s 
partnership in the region were proposed which include setting up of a 'special fund of $1 
billion' for adapting climate change vis-a-vis clean energy, establishing a 'trade office' in 
India, 'Pan Pacific Islands e-network' to close the physical distance between the islands by 
improving digital connectivity, extending visa on arrival at Indian airports for all the 
fourteen Pacific Island countries, 'space cooperation' in space technology applications for 
improving the quality of life of the islands, 'training to diplomats' from Pacific Island 
countries to increase mutual understanding. He also expressed his willingness to host the 
leaders in any of India's coastal town for the next summit in 2015. It was quite significant 
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to see Chinese President Xi following Modi's trail visited Fiji on 21 November (just 2 days 
after Modi's trip) to meet a similar gathering of leaders indicating a struggle for influence 
between the two Asian giants in the island countries of south pacific. 

FAST-TRACK DIPLOMACY 

On completion of the first 100 days of Modi Government the External Affairs Ministry 
published a booklet called "Fast Track Diplomacy" show-casing the achievement made in 
the foreign policy arena. In her first media interaction the minister Sushma Swaraj said 
the catchphrase for her tenure was "fast-track diplomacy" and said it had three faces - 
proactive, strong and sensitive. Since taking office the External Affairs Minister held 
round-table meeting with all Indian heads of missions to the SAARC region, ASEAN 
region and Middle East separately as a follow up measure to carry forward the leads 
gained by high-profile visits and exchanges. 

PARA DIPLOMACY 

One of the innovative idea of Modi Government is the introduction of elements of para 
diplomacy in India’s foreign policy where each states and cities would be encouraged to 
forge special relation with countries or federal states of another country or even cities of 
their interest in order. 

During the upcoming visit of Chinese President Xi Jinping Town twinning agreement 
between Mumbai and Shanghai, Ahmedabad and Guangzhou and a similar 'sister states' 
agreement between Gujarat and Guangdong province of China will likely to be signed. 
Earlier Varanasi signed partnership agreement with Kyoto, Japan. 

EAST ASIA POLICY 

From the very beginning the Modi led Government made it ample clear that India would 
focus more and more on improving relation with ASEAN and other East Asian countries 
as per India's Look East policy which was formulated during Narasimha Rao's 
Government in 1992 for better economic engagement with its eastern neighbours but 
successive Government later successfully turned it into a tool for forging strategic 
partnership and security cooperation with countries in that region in general and Vietnam 
and Japan in particular. In her recent visit to Hanoi, Vietnam Sushma Swaraj has 
stressed on the need for an Act East policy that she said should replace India's over two 
decade-old Look East Policy emphasizing a more proactive role for India in this region. 

East Asia being the major focus area of his foreign policy, Modi and his foreign minister 
chose several Asian countries for their initial bilateral visits. He has made state visits to 
Bhutan and Nepal and Japan within the first 100 days of his Government followed by 
visits of Myanmar and Australia and also hosted Asia leaders like Australian Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Vietnamese Prime 
Minister Nguyễn Tấn Dũng apart from inviting SAARC leaders in his inauguration 
ceremony. External Affairs Minister Swaraj has also made official visits to several Asian 
capitals like Dhaka, Bangladesh, Kathmandu, Nepal, Naypidaw, Myanmar, Singapore,  
Hanoi, Vietnam, Manama, Bahrain, Kabul, Afghanistan, Dushanbe, Tajikistan, Male, 
Maldives, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates Seoul, South Korea and Beijing, China.  
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SOUTH CHINA SEA DISPUTES 

SOUTH ASIA POLICY 

Even before becoming the Prime Minister Narendra Modi hinted that his foreign policy 
will actively focus on improving ties with India's immediate neighbours which is being 
termed as neighbourhood first policy in the media and he started well by inviting all heads 
of state/heads of Government of South Asian countries in his inauguration and on the 
second day on office he held bilateral talks with all of them individually which was dubbed 
as a mini SAARC summit by the media. Later during a launch event at ISRO he has 
asked Indian scientists to take the endeavour to develop a dedicated SAARC satellite to 
share the fruits of the technology like tele-medicine, e-learning etc. with the people across 
South Asia to complement the currently operating Indian Technical and Economic 
Cooperation Programme program in the region. 

WEST ASIA POLICY 

Indian External Affairs Ministry refers the region of 'Middle east' as West Asia and not as 
Middle East which is a more popular attribution, particularly in the western countries. 
The region plays a vital role in India's economy as it supplies nearly two third of India's 
total oil import, bilateral trade is also flourishing in recent years particularly with UAE 
and other gulf states. Over the years millions of Indian mostly working class have 
migrated to the gulf looking for jobs and they account for a sizeable share in the total 
remittances received from abroad. 

LINK WEST POLICY 

In an attempt to strengthen ties with India's western neighbours specially the gulf 
countries, Modi proposed this policy to complement his Act East policy concerning East 
Asia. Although it is called 'Link West' (West of India) which gives it a bigger geographical 
connotation, it is most likely to focus on the middle-east and some of the India's strategic 
thinkers are calling it as Modi's middle-east policy. The West Asia Approach of India is 
working successfully and its relations with Middle East are improving since Modi came in 
power. The "West Asia Approach” of India is now its key strategy to win Middle East. 
Indian foreign policy makers say that India’s interests in the GCC countries are 
intimately linked with its energy security, trade, employment for Indians and remittances 
while Middle Eastern foreign policy experts believe that India has showcased itself as 
“Security Partner” during Modi’s visit to UAE. Given the economic and human security 
interests, the stability and security of the GCC countries is crucial for India because huge 
flow of remittances comes from GCC to the Indian economy. 

STAND AGAINST ISIS 

On 16 December 2014, Home Minister Rajnath Singh announced in the Parliament 
that ISIS is banned as a terrorist organization under the United Nations 
schedule. Following the arrest of few Indian individuals with ISIS connections, on 26 
February 2015 India put fresh bans on 'The Islamic States/Islamic States of Iraq and 
Syria/Islamic States of Iraq and Levant' with all its manifestation and all its affiliates 
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. 
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2014 ISRAEL-HAMAS CONFLICT 

At the height of the tension between Israel and Hamas in July, India offered a rhetorical 
condemnation holding both sides responsible for erupting violence and asked Israel to stop 
"disproportionate use of force" in Gaza which was read by many as departure from 
tradition of more vocal supports for the Palestinian cause. External Affairs Minister 
Swaraj insisted that "there is absolutely no change in India's policy towards Palestine, 
which is that we fully support the Palestinian cause while maintaining good relations with 
Israel. " clarifying India's current position on the issue. That might sound like fence-
sitting, but it is a policy shared by all Indian Governments of the past 20 years following 
the establishment of formal diplomatic relation in 1992. 

Sushma Swaraj, a seasoned parliamentarian, had herself blocked the opposition demand 
in Rajya Sabha for passing a resolution condemning Israel for 2014 Israel-Gaza conflict by 
saying that "India has friendly relation with both Israel and Palestine and therefore any 
such move may impact its friendship negatively". Although later in a symbolic gesture, 
India joined other BRICS nations in voting at the United Nations Human Rights 
Council for a probe into the alleged human rights violation in Gaza which generated mixed 
response among media and analysts in India. 

OVERSEAS INDIAN CRISIS 
IRAQ 

With the rise of ISIL in northern Iraq, where hundreds of thousands of Indian migrant 
workers live, the security of those overseas Indian came under threat. On 16 June, the 
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) set up a 24-hour helpline at the Indian embassy 
in Baghdad for assistance of Indian nationals stranded in the conflict cities. It has been 
reported that 46 Indian nurses were abducted from the Iraqi town of Mosul who were later 
freed and flown back to India. Moreover, 39 Indian workers from mainly from Punjab were 
taken hostages and the fate of those workers still not known. There were wide spread 
speculations about their lives and on 27 November 2014 ABP News reported, citing 
Bangladeshi migrant co-workers, death of all the 39 men. Although the following day, 
External Affairs Minister (EAM) Swaraj made a statement to the parliament neither 
rejecting nor confirming such possibility and re-assured the nation about MEA's 
commitment for continuing search for the Indians in Iraq. 

LIBYA 
 2014 LIBYAN CONFLICT 

A similar situation occurred in Libya where many Indian nationals are stranded because 
of the armed conflict that broke in Benghazi and other parts of the country. Swaraj 
informed parliament that her ministry was evaluating all possibilities to secure the safe 
evacuation of all Indians stranded in both Iraq and Libya. A chartered flight from Djerba, 
Tunisia brought over 200 nationals back to India. A further 216 nationals left on 8 August, 
with a total of another 1,500 nationals having been evacuated. About 3,000 more nationals 
registered with the embassy in Tripoli in order to return. On 5 August, 44 nurses returned 
to India on a special Air India flight; they were predominantly from Kerala with some 
from Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. A further three Goans were reported to be safe in 
Libya with full employment and had not requested repatriation. Goa's Director of NRI 
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Affairs U. D. Kamat said that it was ascertaining whether there were Goan workers in the 
country. 

YEMEN 

OPERATION RAAHAT (INDIA) 

After the outbreak of aerial attacks by the Saudi led coalition following the coup by 
the Houthi rebels in Yemen, Government of India launched a massive rescue operation 
called Operation Raahat (meaning: Relief) to save hundreds of non-residential Indians 
located there. Minister of State for External Affairs General V K Singh himself oversaw 
the entire rescue operation right from the battle ground towns of Sana'a and Aden in 
Yemen and the Indian base of operation in Djibouti. In the process, the Indian 
Navy deployed its front line ships such as INS Mumbai, INS Sumitra and others while the 
Indian Air Force too deployed its C-17 Globemaster tactical airlifter to airlift the stranded 
Indians and the national carrier Air India also took active part by ferrying 
passengers. The operation was highly successful and received huge acclamation from 
across the globe as it rescued not only Indians but thousands of foreigners stranded in the 
war torn country too. 

RELATIONS WITH NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA 

UNITED STATES 

 
U.S. President Trump with Modi at the G20 Hamburg summit in July 2017. 
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Modi (right) with former US President Barack Obama, 2015. 

During the run-up to the general election there was wide-ranging scepticism regarding 
future of the strategic bilateral relation under Modi’s premiership as in 2005 he was, 
while Chief Minister of Gujarat, denied a US visa during the Bush administration for his 
alleged poor human rights records. However sensing Modi’s inevitable victory well before 
the election, the US Ambassabor Nancy Powell had reached out to him as part of greater 
re-approachment from the west. Moreover, following his 2014 election as the Prime 
Minister of India President Obama congratulated him over telephone and invited him to 
visit the US. US secretary of States John Kerry visited New Delhi on 1 August to prepare 
the grounds for Modi's first ever US visit as Prime Minister. In September 2014, days 
before visiting the US in an interview to CNN’s Fareed Zakaria, Modi said that "India and 
the United States are bound together, by history and culture" but acknowledged that there 
have been "ups and downs" in relations. Modi travelled to US from 27–30 September 
2014, beginning with his maiden address in the United Nations general assemblyfollowed 
by attending a gala public reception by the Indian American community in New 
York’s Madison Square Garden before heading Washington, D.C. for the bilateral talk 
with Obama. While there, Modi also met several American business leaders and invited 
them to join his ambitious Make in India program in a bid to make India a manufacturing 
hub. Later President Obama greeted Modi by calling him a "Man of Action" during their 
brief interaction at the Gala dinner hosted by Myanmar's President on the eve 
of ninth East Asia Summit this was their second meeting since Obama hosted a rare 
dinner for Modi at the White House on 29 September 2014. On 9 December 2014 US 
Senate confirmed Richard Rahul Verma as the US Ambassador to India, the first Indian 
American to hold the office, signalling the Obama administration's will to elevate the 
relation with India to a newer height. He assumed office in the US Embassy in New Delhi 
on 19 December 2014. 

Modi invited President Obama to be the first US President to grace the 66th Republic 
Day celebration as Chief guest, an honour typically reserved for India’s closest ally. 
President Obama was the first US President to visit India twice in office and the two 
leaders now scheduled to hold back to back summits within six months which is being 
referred as Modi's diplomatic coup by the media. "This Republic Day, we hope to have a 
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friend over… invited President Obama to be the 1st US president to grace the occasion as 
chief guest."- Modi tweeted. 

On June 26, 2017, Modi met with U.S. President Donald Trump in Washington, DC where 
they discussed trade, specifically airplanes and natural gas, and terrorism. 

Brazil 

Narendra Modi met the Brazilian President, Dilma Rousseff on the sidelines of the 6th 
BRICS summit in Brasilia, Brazil, in July 2014. Describing Brazil as a key global partner 
for India, Modi noted that as two democracies and major emerging economies, India and 
Brazil not only had vast potential for bilateral cooperation, but also to strengthen each 
other in international forums and advance the interest of the developing world at large. 
President Rousseff emphasized the special place this relationship enjoyed in Brazil's 
foreign policy, because of the potential for bilateral cooperation and the international 
significance of their partnership. She congratulated Narendra Modi for his victory in the 
elections and wished him all success for India's progress and development. The two 
leaders also agreed to take steps to further expand and diversify trade and investment 
flows and deepen cooperation in agriculture and dairy science, conventional and renewable 
energy, space research and applications, defence, cyber security and environment 
conservation. 

Canada 

In April 2015 Modi visited Canada and was the first bilateral visit to that country by 
an Indian Prime Minister in 42 years. India made nuclear deal with the Canada’s biggest 
producer of uranium, Cameco, signed a $280 million, five-year deal to supply uranium to 
fuel Indian nuclear reactors. The long-term deal announced later that Cameco will sell 7.1 
million pounds of uranium to India, through 2020. 

Modi held bilateral talks with Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper and signed 
various MoUs like in areas of cyber security, skill development, cooperation in the 
railways and civil aviation front. 

Modi received "rockstar" reception in Canada where he addressed a crowd of over 10,000 
at the Ricoh Coliseum Stage in Toronto. 

RELATIONS WITH EUROPEAN NATIONS 

FRANCE 

France is a valuable strategic partner of India in western Europe. Both countries have 
invested political capital to deepen collaboration in the cultural, economic, social, 
technological and military realms. Modi met French President Francois Hollande at the 
2014 G-20 Summit in Brisbane, and discussed bilateral strategic, space and defence issues 
besides committing to global cooperation against terrorism. Following the January 
2015 Charlie Hebdo terror attack in Paris, Modi condemned the act of terror and called 
Hollande to convey condolences on behalf of the people of India as well as express 
solidarity with the people of France. French foreign minister Laurent Fabius made several 
visits to New Delhi to unlock stalled negotiations regarding Dassault Rafale fighter 
aircraft for Indian Air Force and the 9900 MW nuclear power plant in Jaitapur by the 
French firm Areva. 



43 

 

In April 2015 Modi choose Paris as his first destination in Europe as part of his Link 
West outreach. Modi's visit resulted in a Government-to-Government deal for 36 Dassault 
Rafale fighter aircraft in fly-away condition. India and France signed an initial agreement 
between Nuclear Power Corporation of India and Areva regarding the setting up of 
Jaitapur nuclear power plant. Modi toured the aircraft assembly facilities of Dassault 
Aviation in Bordeaux and Airbus in Toulouse where he promoted the Make in 
India campaign by urging the aerospace giants to cultivate manufacturing opportunities 
in India (Airbus committed to increase its outsourcing from India from current level of 
US$400 million to US$2 billion by 2020). Modi travelled to Lille in the north of France to 
pay hommage at Neuve-Chapelle Indian Memorial dedicated to the remembrance of 4742 
soldiers of the British Indian Army who died during World War I & II. 

On 30 November 2015, Indian Prime-Minister Narendra Modi travelled to France for a 2-
day visit to attend the COP 21 2015 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference in Paris. Narendra Modi and François Hollande jointly invited over 100 world 
leaders to join InSPA(International Agency for Solar Policy & Application) - a global 
initiative to promote low-carbon renewable solar energy technologies. 

India invited French President Francois Hollande to be the chief guest at the Republic 
Day parade in New Delhi on January 26, 2016. The invitation was conveyed through the 
visiting French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius, making France the only country to be 
invited a record setting 5 times to the highly symbolic national ceremonial event. 

United Kingdom 

UK Prime Minister David Cameron was one of the first world leaders to congratulate Modi 
soon after his landslide victory in the election. The two leaders met for the first time on 14 
November 2014 on the sidelines of the G20 leaders summit in Brisbane, where the British 
Prime Minister said improving relations with India was the "top priority" of UK foreign 
policy. He also invited Modi to visit his country at the earliest. 

Earlier Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg attributed the growth story of South Asia, 
which was going to grow fastest in 2014–15 outside the East Asia region, to the election of 
Prime Minister Modi and his recent efforts to turn around the economy. UK hailed 
Modi's Make in India policy and is all set to invest in Rajasthan. 

Modi paid a state visit to the UK in late 2015, meeting Queen Elizabeth II and prime 
minister David Cameron. On 13 November 2015 Modi addressed a rally at the 
new Wembley Stadium at Wembley Park, north-west London. 60,000 people, 
mostly British Indians, attended. 

Germany 

In April 2015 Modi visited Germany where he held bilateral talks with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel. Modi also inaugurated Hannover Fair 2015-world's largest 
industrial fair, where India was the partner country. 

Modi made strongest pitch for the Make in India initiative in Hannover fair. He said, "The 
entire world is looking at India. Demography, democracy and demand are attracting the 
world to India." 
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There were announcements of strengthened cooperation in sectors like energy, skill 
development, science & technology and the Modi Government’s initiatives like Digital 
India and Clean India. 

RELATIONS WITH EURASIA 

RUSSIA 

 
Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putinshake  

hands in New Delhi in 2014 

Russia, India's long term strategic ally for more that half a century, enjoys a special 
privileged strategic cooperation unparalleled in India's foreign relation. But over the years 
specially after their end of cold war the relation experienced strain as India started 
diversifying its defence purchases from a totally Soviet dominated one. But with Putin and 
Modi, both with strongman image at their home country, at the helm of affairs in their 
respective foreign policy it is expected to get a push. During the 20th 'India-Russia Inter-
Governmental Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technological and Cultural 
Cooperation' (IRIGC-TEC) held on 5 November 2014 in New Delhi Modi met the Russian 
deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin and had reassured the visiting side that the new 
dispensation in New Delhi will continue to attach very high importance to the time-tested 
and special strategic partnership with Russia. The annual commission meeting have 
identified new areas of cooperation including prioritising the International North South 
Corridor Project (INSTC), start negotiating on a Free Trade Agreement between India and 
the Eurasian customs union, focusing on enhancing economic partnership in areas like 
energy, civil aviation and diamond trade along with Russian participation in Modi's smart 
city project. Earlier on his first meeting with Putin, emphasising Russia's indispensable 
position in India's foreign policy Modi went on to saying that even a child in India 
considers Russia as its best friend. This meeting in Brazil at the sidelines of BRICS 
summit served well as the familiarisation between the two leaders. 

President Putin visited New Delhi on 11 December 2014 for the annual summit, first after 
Modi assumed office. Trade and energy cooperation dominated the talks as they set a 
target of US$30 billion of bilateral trade by 2025 with equal amount of investment in each 
other's economy. On the backdrop of increasing western sanctions Putin earlier signed a 
gas deals with China worth US$400 billion believed to be heavily tilted in China's favour. 
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India too was keen to strike an energy agreement on line of above. During the summit 
both sides agreed for a joint feasibility study of building gas pipeline through China. The 
two sides signed a total of 16 agreements and memorandum of understanding on various 
fields. Agreements on long term oil and gas cooperation have been signed between ONGC 
Videsh and Essar Oil of India and Russia's Rosneft, Gasprom Putin also vowed to install 
10 more nuclear reactors in next 20 years including adding more units to Kudankulam 
plant. Another burgeoning aspect in bilateral relations emerged in the form of Diamond 
trading, While Russia is the largest producer of raw diamond, India is the global hub of 
cutting and polishing raw diamonds. Russia has agreed to export raw diamonds to India 
directly bypassing mediators like Dubai and Belgium. On this occasion the two leaders 
also attended a World Diamond Conference held in New Delhi. The Crimean leader Sergey 
Aksyonov, who accompanied Putin in New Delhi, met several business delegation to 
discuss opportunity in the Black sea region although it was termed as unofficial. This has 
once again raised concerns in Washington, D.C. regarding India's stand on Crimea. 

DEFENCE TIES 

In the summit Modi mentioned about his experience with the Russian built carrier INS 
Vikramaditya as an example of burgeoning military cooperation and remarked that "even 
as India's options have increased Russia will continue to remain its top most defence 
partner" signalling a long term defence relation. The two sides agreed on joint production 
of Mil Mi-17 and Kamov Ka-226 helicopters with Russian technology in India in 
compliance with Modi's Make in India program and also fast forwarding the long pending 
major projects like the joint development and production of light transport aircraft. The 
final design contract of fifth generation joint fighter platform Sukhoi-HAL FGFA is 
expected to be signed soon as it already lagging by more than 2 years. India is set to lease 
a second nuclear powered Akula-class submarine from Russia after INS Chakra which is 
already in service. Weeks before Putin's visit news of Russian Defence Minister Sergei 
Shoigu's Pakistan visit on November 20, 2014, first such visit in more than 40 years, when 
the two sides inked a defence cooperation pact. Media reports suggested that Russia was 
mulling a possible sale of Mi 35 attack copter, the first ever combat platform, to India's 
arch rival Pakistan. These developments have raised concerned in the Indian strategic 
community as some see this as a counter move to growing Indo-US defence collaboration. 
Although the official response was much restrained as they termed it 'significant'. Such 
apprehensions in India about Russia's strategic goals in the region was by the Russian 
Ambassador Kaladin as he said that it will not do anything detrimental to India's 
security. Later Putin himself in an interview with India's PTI news agency said that 
'Russia-Pakistan ties in India's long-term interest'. 

RELATIONS WITH AFRICA 

INDIA-AFRICA FORUM SUMMIT 

The third summit in a rotation basis was scheduled to be held in New Delhi, India in 
December 2014. But lately Syed Akbaruddin, the official spokesperson of Indian Foreign 
Ministry told the media that the scheduled summit is now postponed to 2015 and will 
include more no. of African leaders unlike previous two occasion where the event was 
restricted to only 10-15 African countries. Although media reports claimed 
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that Ebola outbreak in Western African nations played key role behind the postponement 
of the summit. The summit is now rescheduled on 26–30 October 2015. 

MAURITIUS 

Mauritius was the only country outside South Asia whose head of Government attended 
Modi's swearing-in ceremony in Delhi. With people of Indian origin constituting a large 
share of its population Mauritias has a very good bilateral relations with New Delhi. 
Swaraj made her maiden trip as Foreign Minister to the island country on 2 November 
2014 to attend the celebration of Apravasi Divas, marking 180 years since the first Indian 
indentured labourers arrived in Mauritius. There she had called on President Rajkeswur 
Purryag and Prime Minister Navinchandra Ramgoolam to discuss bilateral and regional 
issues of common interest. On top of her agenda was talk on cooperation between Indian 
Navy and Mauritian Coast Guard to ensure the safety and security of the strategically 
vital Indian Ocean region. In support to her stress on the importance of maritime 
cooperation three major Indian war ships were docked in Mauritian waters including a 
destroyer INS Mumbai, a frigate INS Talwar and the fleet tanker INS Deepak. 

Modi made his first state visit to the island country in March 2015 as part of his larger 
outreach to India's maritime neighbours in the Indian Ocean where he participated in the 
Mauritias National Day celebration in Port Louis on 12 March 2015. He was also present 
during the commissioning ceremony of MCGS Barracuda, the offshore patrol vessels 
(OPV) that Mauritius bought from Kolkata based GRSE shipyard. The ship was earlier 
handed over on 20 December 2014 which marked India's first warship export. 

MULTILATERAL ENGAGEMENTS 

India, as one of leading developing countries, plays an active role in important 
multilateral forums for global governance such as United Nations, World Trade 
Organization, G20 leaders summit, East Asia Summit, BRICS summit of emerging 
economies, Commonwealth of Nations and often seen as a 'third world voice'. Apart from 
these big platforms India also engaged in many regional groupings like 
the BASIC, Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, Indian Ocean Rim Association, IBSA 
Dialogue Forum, South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, Mekong–Ganga 
Cooperation, BIMSTEC among others. 

BRICS SUMMIT 

Modi in his maiden speech at the BRICS, a group of emerging economies comprising 
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, called for brotherhood among the member 
states citing Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, an ancient Indian concept meaning the entire 
world is one family, to unitedly face the global challenges. 

India together with its BRICS partner working toward launching of a financial institute 
rivalling the western dominated World Bank and IMF which was first proposed during 
the New Delhi summit in 2012 by the then Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. In 
the 6th BRICS summit held on 14–26 July in Fortaleza, Brazil the group have agreed to 
establish the bank with a corpus of US$100 billion. The bank would be named the New 
Development Bankas suggested by the Indian side but Modi Government has failed to bag 
the bank's headquarter for New Delhi which would be located in Shanghai, China. 
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• Later at an event in Brasilia BRICS leaders met the UNASUR heads of state/heads of 
Government. At the same time, the Ministry of External Affairs added Spanish to its 
list of available languages, which the Hindustan Times read as "indicative of the 
Government's intent to go beyond Europe, Asia and the US to forge diplomatic and 
trade ties with Latin American nations." He travelled there via Germany. 

 

 
The BRICS leaders in 2016. Left to right: Temer, Modi, Xi, Putin and Zuma. 

 

SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION SUMMIT 

India is now a full member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, which is known to 
be a China backed bloc for military and energy cooperation. It held observer status from 
2005 and publicly expressed its wish for a full membership.India and Pakistan joined SCO 
as full members on 9 June 2017 in Astana, Kazakhstan. Although Russia had all along 
backed India's entry it was Beijing's reservation which held it so long. However Chinese 
president Xi Jinping informed Modi during BRICS summit in Brazil that it is ready to 
welcome India together with Pakistan in order to project a united front against Islamic 
extremism in Central Asia including Afghanistan specially after NATO withdrawal. On 
11–12 September EAM Sushma Swaraj attended the Dushanbe summit in Tajikistan 
where India formally put its paper for a full membership and it became likely that it 
would be granted so according to Chinese officials. Modi participated at the heads of 
Government summit in Astana, Kazakhstan in December. 

UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Modi delivered his maiden speech in the sixty-ninth session of the United Nations General 
Assembly on 27 September 2014, where he called for reform and expansion of United 
Nations Security Council including India's long standing demand of a permanent 
membership. He expressed his concerns over the relevance of a 20th-century setup in 21st 
century and the need to evaluate UN's performance in the past 70 years. He had also 
argued why UN should serve as G-All for global governance instead of several parallel 
sub-groupings like G7, G20 etc. In the wake of ISIS threat in West Asia and similar in 
other parts of the globe he urged for immediate implementation of 'Comprehensive on 
International Terrorism' by the UN and offered India's pro-active role in it citing India as 
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a victim of terrorism for decades. Prior to his speech he along with External Affairs 
Minister Swaraj met UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and discussed UN governance 
relating issues. Ridiculing the possibility of any multilateral intervention, a 
demand Sharif has made in his address at the UNGA on 26 September, on Kashmir 
related matter he stated that his Government is ready for 'bilateral talk' to Pakistan 
provided Pakistan should cultivate suitable environment for talks by giving up terrorism 
policy against India. Modi commented briefly on climate change and use of clean energy, 
in this regards he also asked world leaders and UN officials for observing International 
Yoga Day, emphasizing the importance of incorporating Yoga in modern-day life style. 

At the sidelines he held bilateral meetings with Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa and Nepali Prime Minister Sushil 
Koirala taking his 'neighbourhood first' policy forward even in New York City. But there 
was no meeting with Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif following the recent low in 
the relation. Later he also met where Benjamin Netanyahu, in a first meeting in 11 years 
between the two heads of Government, the Israeli Prime Minister who had highlighted the 
potential of the bilateral relation saying "sky is the limit". 

ASEAN-INDIA SUMMIT 

Association of South East Asian Nations or ASEAN is the 10 member block, it is one of the 
most successful regional block in the world. India started looking toward the group 
seriously from 1992 with the launch of 'Look East policy' and now it occupies the central 
position in India's policy Southeast Asia. From 2002 onward India and ASEAN started 
holding annual summit at the sidelined of ASEAN summit showing the growing level of 
engagement between the two sides. 

At the 12th India-ASEAN summit, which was Modi's first appearance in an ASEAN meet, 
he called for greater connectivity with the Southeast Asian countries and mentioned that 
"India and ASEAN can be 'great partners'". Stressing on the importance ASEAN 
commands in India's foreign policy Modi has repeatedly remarked that his Government 
has in the last 6 months made relation with ASEAN a top priority and turned India's two 
decade old 'Look East policy' into 'Act East policy' which reflects a renewed momentum in 
India's approach toward ASEAN nations. The two sides also discussed the scope of 
extending the existing free trade agreement on service sector as well and ways to increase 
India-ASEAN trade which is expected to reach US$100 billion in 2015. Modi also stressed 
on three 'C's to strengthen the relation and those are commerce, connectivity and cultural 
links. In the sidelines of ASEAN summit Modi also held several bilateral meetings with 
his counterparts including Thai Prime Minister Gen Prayuth Chan-ocha, Singapore's 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, Sultan of Brunei Hassanal Bolkiah, Malaysian Prime 
Minister Najib Razak and South Korean President Park Geun-hye. 

ASEAN REGIONAL FORUM 

Earlier Swaraj had attended the 2014 ASEAN Regional Forum followed by the 
related EAS Foreign Ministers meeting, held from 8–11 August in Naypidaw, Myanmar, 
which was her first ever appearance in multilateral forums after becoming India's foreign 
affairs head. At the sidelines of the multilateral meetings she had also held bilateral 
meetings with her counterparts from seven countries including China, Australia, Canada, 
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Vietnam, Philippines, Brunei and Indonesia. In regards to controversy of territorial 
ownership in the South China Sea, a contentious issue impacting most ASEAN member 
states, where ONGC Videsh has investment in oil blocks, MEA spokesperson Syed 
Akbaruddin said: "India is not a party to the dispute in the South China Sea. We feel that 
the dispute should be resolved between those who are party to it in a peaceful manner and 
it should be in accordance with international law". 

EAST ASIA SUMMIT 
 

 
Modi (fifth from left) with national leaders at the 9th EAS in Nay Pyi Daw, Myanmar. 

East Asia Summit (EAS) which is an ASEAN led dialogue forum comprises 18 countries, 
10 core ASEAN nations along with Japan, China, South Korea, India, Australia, New 
Zealand, Russia and United States. Over the years EAS has become the most important 
multilateral body in the Asia pacific region for discussing security, trade and commerce, 
environment and others unlike APEC which is purely economic in nature. Modi 
participated in the ninth East Asia Summit in Nay Pyi Daw, Myanmar in November 
which was his second major multilateral even after BRICS in July. Describing the 
importance of the EAS in managing regional security, Modi mentioned "No other forum 
brings together such a large collective weight of global population, youth, economy and 
military strength. Nor is any other forum so critical for peace, stability and prosperity in 
Asia-Pacific and the world". 

With a veiled reference of the issue of South China Sea Modi has asked the global 
community for respecting maritime norms and regulations and stressed on the importance 
of maintaining free and secured sea-lines of communication for regular trade and 
commerce. He made a remark that "In a world of interdependence and globalisation, there 
is no option but to follow international laws and norms. This also applies to maritime 
security. For this reason, following international law and norms is important for peace and 
stability in South China Sea as well". Modi also focused on the role of EAS member 
countries to tackle the menace of terrorism in the region.Modi also highlighted the re-
opening of Nalanda University and the role of all EAS member states into it to showcase 
the joint effort of the block. Among others the issue of Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) was discussed in details during the summit. In the sidelines of EAS 
Modi also held several bilateral meetings with his counterparts including Russia 
Premier Dmitry Medvedev, The Philippines President Benigno Aquino, Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang and Indonesian President Joko Widodo. 
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G-20 LEADERS SUMMIT 

G20 or the Group of 20 leading economies (advanced and emerging markets) of the world 
formed after the 2008 financial crisis for international financial governance. India which 
ranks 9 in terms of nominal GDP and the fastest growing economy plays an important role 
in the group since it began in 2008. For the first time in 2014 India was represented by 
Prime Minister Modi unlike all the previous summits when Dr. Manmohan Singh, a 
renowned economist, used to be the Prime Minister. The host and President of 2014 
summit Australia's Tony Abbott intended the summit to focus exclusively on revamping 
the crisis prone fragile economy and to add US$2 trillion in the global economy by 
additional 2% global GDP growth rate for the next five years but countries like US was 
more keen to discuss issues of Climate change and reduction of Carbon emission as it 
sealed a similar pact with China. India's interest was also aligned with Abbott as it wants 
to reboot its economy and return to the high growth trajectory soon. In  

Modi, a chaiwallah (roadside tea vendor) turned politician eventually became the Prime 
Minister of world's largest democracy winning the highest number of votes in the history, 
was the most sought after world leader at the G20 in Brisbane and The Guardian called 
Modi the G20's political rock star commenting on Modi's popularity in Brisbane. His 
personal rapport with host Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott was something to 
watch out for. Abbott who was meeting Modi for the third time, after his New Delhi trip in 
September and in Nay Pyi Daw just 2 days back, extended a warm hug toward Modi while 
welcoming world leaders in the summit venue in Brisbane. This also generated in the 
Australian media circle as there was 'no hug' even for Abbott's long-time friend Cameron. 
Modi, on his longest trip of 10 days to three different countries, met leaders from 40 
different countries and even his Australia trip didn't end at Brisbane thereafter he visited 
Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra what is being referred as his 'diplomatic juggernaut'. 

The issue of black or unaccounted money kept in tax heavens (countries that allow 
foreigners to dump huge unaccounted money) abroad was also raised by Modi which is 
also a burning issue in India’s domestic polity. He also stressed on the need of changing 
laws in certain countries to allow better information sharing of black money kept abroad 
as it is also linked to the terror funding. India the world's largest recipient of remittances 
with $71 billion sent last year, pushed hard for the reduction in the remittance costs of 
non-residents at the G20 summit, asking it to work on steps to reduce costs in sending 
money home from abroad which is as high as 10 per cent in some countries. Earlier India 
has been able to convince Saudi Arabia to reduce it to 3.5 per cent. G20 agreed to bring 
down the global average cost of transferring remittances to 5%. 

In the sidelines of G20 Modi also held several bilateral meetings with his counterparts 
including British Prime Minister David Cameron, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
French President François Hollande, European Union President Herman Van Rompuy, 
Saudi Crown Prince Salman bin Abdulaziz, Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper and 
also attended a special dinner hosted by his friend Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of 
Japan. Even before the G20 summit formally begins all five leaders of the BRICS grouping 
gathered in Brisbane for an informal meeting at the invitation of Brazilian 
President Dilma Rousseff to discuss issues concerning the group like the New 
Development Bank. 



51 

 

SOUTH ASIAN ASSOCIATION FOR REGIONAL COOPERATION 

Relations with the immediate neighbours in South Asia, which have allegedly long been 
neglected by the previous Governments, became a priority feature in Modi’s foreign policy. 
He started well by inviting all the heads of states/Governments of the neighbouring 
countries at his inauguration and then pushed for of an early summit to encourage 
cooperation in many regional issues like trade, connectivity, infrastructure, transit facility 
among the member states. In his maiden SAARC summit in Nepalese 
capital Kathmandu he had focused on greater people to people contacts, better 
connectivity, commercial linkages within the region. China, which holds an observer 
status in the group, was represented by Vice Foreign Minister Liu Zhenmin seen actively 
promoting a more active role for itself in the region including infrastructure funding 
through its proposed Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and extending its 
ambitious Maritime Silk Road project to South Asian nations. Pakistan, China's all 
weather friend, also vouched for a more participatory role for the observer nations in the 
summit process, indirectly advocating for a more Chinese involvement.Although no such 
proposal was accepted because of India's reservation. India had earlier advanced three 
proposal to boost connectivity in the region and those were the 'Regulation of Passenger 
and Cargo Vehicular Traffic amongst SAARC Member States' for seamless vehicular 
movement beyond the national borders the 'SAARC Regional Agreement on Railways' for 
international rail service and the 'SAARC Framework Agreement for Energy Cooperation 
(Electricity)' for energy trade in the subcontinent which is often regarded as world’s most 
energy starved region. Pakistan which is the second largest economy in the block 
threatened to jeopardise the entire summit by not agreeing any of the three proposed 
agreements. Indian Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj had a brief interaction with Sartaj 
Aziz, Pakistan’s foreign affairs advisor which was seen as possible ice-breaker but later 
the Indian side termed it as ‘courtesy call’. The Nepalese delegation including Prime 
Minister Koirala, the summit host, tried hard to mediate between India and Pakistan to 
rescue the summit from total failure which led to a hand-shake between Modi and Sharif 
at the end. Finally all the sides agreed to sign the 'SAARC Framework Agreement for 
Energy Cooperation (Electricity)' only as a face saving measure for the Kathmandu 
summit. In the sidelines of the main summit Modi also held bilateral meetings with 
leaders of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives and Sri Lanka with a 
notable exception of Pakistan due to ongoing stand-off between the two countries. 

ASIA PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

Although India is not a member of APEC, Chinese president Xi Jinping, the host of 
the 2014 APEC summit, invited Modi to attend the event in Beijing as a guest and also 
showed willingness to support India's bid to join APEC. India already enjoys such support 
from other member states such as Russia and Vietnam. However, Modi did not participate 
in the meeting as a host partner country on the line of Pakistan and Bangladesh on the 
account of busy diplomatic schedule and a likely state visit to China next year. 

INTERNATIONAL AGENCY FOR SOLAR TECHNOLOGIES & APPLICATIONS 

PM Modi has brought together 120 countries to form a solar alliance named International 
Agency for Solar Technologies & Applications (INSTA). 
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Chapter 4  

INTERNATIONAL PRIME MINISTERIAL TRIPS 
MADE BY NARENDRA MODI 

 

The following is a list of international Prime Ministerial trips made by Narendra 
Modi since he became the Prime Minister of India following the Indian general election, 
2014. 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrives in Tehran, Iran. 

SUMMARY OF INTERNATIONAL TRIPS 

As of April 2018, he has made 36 foreign trips on six continents, visiting 54 countries 
including the visits to USA to attend UN general assembly, to Asian countries, following 
his neighbourhood first and act east policies. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visits by country 

Nu
mb
er 
of 
vis
its 

Country 

1 
visi
t 
(38
) 

Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bhutan, Brazil, Canada, Fiji, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Jordan, Kenya, Ky
rgyzstan, Laos, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Netherlands, Oman, Pakistan, P
alestine, Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, South Africa, South 
Korea, Spain, Sweden, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Thailand, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Vietnam 

2 
visi

Afghanistan, Japan, Kazakhstan, Myanmar, Nepal, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, United Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom, Uzbekistan 
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ts 
(11
) 

3 
visi
ts 
(3) 

China, France, Russia 

4 
visi
ts 
(1) 

Germany 

5 
visi
ts 
(1) 

United States 

2014 

2015 

Country Areas visited Date(s) Purpose Notes 

 Seychelles Victoria 10–11 March State visit 

 
 

 Mauritius Port Louis 11–13 March State visit 

 

 Sri Lanka Colombo, Jaffna 13–14 March State visit 

 
 

 Singapore Singapore 23 March 
State funeral of Lee 
Kuan Yew  

 France 
Paris, Toulouse, Neuve-
Chapelle 

9–12 April State visit 

 

 Germany Berlin, Hannover 12–14 April State visit 

 
 Canada Ottawa, Toronto, Vancouver 14–16 April State visit 

 
 China Xi'an, Beijing, Shanghai 14–16 May State visit 

 
 Mongolia Ulaanbaatar  16–17 May State visit 

 
 South 

Korea 
Seoul 18–19 May State visit 

 

 Bangladesh Dhaka 6–7 June State visit 

  
 

 Uzbekistan Tashkent 6 July State visit 

 

 Kazakhstan Astana 7 July State visit 

 
 

 Russia Ufa 8–10 July BRICS Summit 
 

 Turkmenistan Ashgabat 10–11 July State visit 

 

 Kyrgyzstan Bishkek 12 July State visit 

 
 Tajikistan Dushanbe 12–13 July State visit 

 



54 

 

Country Areas visited Date(s) Purpose Notes 

 United 
Arab Emirates 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai 
16–17 
August 

State visit 

 

 Ireland Dublin 

23 
September 

State visit 

 

 United 
Nations 

 United 
States 

New York City, San 
Francisco 

24–30 
September 

United Nations General 
Assembly and Official 
visit to Silicon valley. 

 

 United 
Kingdom 

London, Chequers 
12–14 
November 

State visit 

 

 Turkey Antalya 

15–16 
November 

G-20 Summit 

 

 Malaysia Kuala Lumpur 

21–22 
November 

ASEAN-India Summit 
& East Asia Summit  

 Singapore Singapore 

23–25 
November 

State visit 

 

 United 
Nations 

 France 
Paris 

30 
November–1 
December 

2015 United Nations 
Climate Change 
Conference COP21 

 

 Russia Moscow 

23–24 
December 

State visit 

 

 Afghanistan Kabul 25 December State visit 

 

 Pakistan Lahore 25 December Working visit 

 

2016 

Country Areas visited Date(s) Purpose(s) Notes 

 Belgium Brussels 30 March 

First India–
European 
Union (EU) 
Summit 
& State visit 

 

 United 
States 

Washington 

31 March–
1 April 

Nuclear 
Security 
Summit 

 

 Saudi 
Arabia 

Riyadh 2–3 April State visit 

 

 Iran Tehran 22–23 May State visit 

 

 Afghanistan Herat 4 June Working visit 

 

 Qatar Doha 4–5 June State visit 

 

  Switzerland 
Geneva 6 June State visit 

 

 United 
States 

Washington 6–8 June State visit 
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Country Areas visited Date(s) Purpose(s) Notes 

 Mexico Mexico City 9 June Working visit 

 

 Uzbekistan Tashkent 

23–24 
June 

SCO Summit 

 

 Mozambique Maputo 7 July State visit 

 

 South 
Africa 

Pretoria, Durban, Johannesburg, Pietermaritzburg 8–9 July State visit 

 

 Tanzania Dodoma 10 July State visit 

 

 Kenya Nairobi 11 July State visit 

 

 Vietnam Hanoi 

2–3 
September 

State visit 

 

 China Hangzhou 

4–5 
September 

G-20 Summit 

 

 Laos Vientiane 

7–8 
September 

East Asia 
Summit  

 Thailand Bangkok 

10 
November 

Working visit 

 

 Japan Tokyo 

11–12 
November 

State visit 

 

2017 

Country Areas visited Date(s) Purpose(s) Notes 

 Sri Lanka Colombo, Kandy 11–12 May 
International Day 
of Vesak 

 
 

 Germany Meseberg, Berlin 29–30 May State visit 
 
 

 Spain Madrid  30–31 May State visit  
 

 Russia Saint Petersburg 

31 May–2 
June 

18th India-Russia 
Annual Summit 

 
 

 France Paris 2–3 June State visit 
 
 

 Kazakhstan Astana 8–9 June SCO Summit 

 
 

 Portugal Lisbon 24 June State visit 
 
 

 United 
States 

Washington 25–26 June State visit 

 
 

 Netherlands Amsterdam  27 June State visit 
 
 
 

 Israel Jerusalem, Haifa, Tel 4–6 July State visit  
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Country Areas visited Date(s) Purpose(s) Notes 

Aviv  
 

 Germany Hamburg 7–8 July G-20 Summit 

 

 China Xiamen 

3–5 
September 

9th BRICS 
summit  

 Myanmar Naypyidaw 

6–7 
September 

State visit 

 

 Philippines Pasay 

12–14 
November 

12th East Asia 
Summit 

 

 

2018 

Country 
Areas 
visited 

Date(s) Purpose(s) Notes 

  Switzerland Davos 

23–26 
January 

World Economic Forum  

 

 Jordan Amman 9 February Transit 
 
 

 Palestine Ramallah 

10 
February 

State visit 

 

 UAE 
Abu 
Dhabi, Dubai 

10–11 
February 

State visit 

 

 Oman Muscat 

11-12 
February 

State visit 

 

 Sweden Stockholm  

16-18 
April 

State visit 

 

 United 
Kingdom 

London 

18-20 
April 

Commonwealth Heads 
of Government Meeting   

 Germany Berlin  20 April State visit 

 

SCHEDULED FUTURE VISITS 

Potential upcoming foreign visits for Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

2018 

Country 
Areas to 
visit 

Date(s) Purpose(s) Notes 

 China Qingdao June 2018 
2018 SCO 
summit  

 Argentina Buenos Aires  

November 30–
December 1 

2018 G20 
summit  

 South Johannesburg September 10th BRICS 
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Country 
Areas to 
visit 

Date(s) Purpose(s) Notes 

Africa 2018 summit 

 Singapore Singapore November 2018 
13th East Asia 
summit  

 Sri 
Lanka 

TBD November 2018 
20th SAARC 
summit  

MULTILATERAL MEETINGS 

Group 
Year 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

BRICS  

14–16 July, 
 Fortaleza 

8–9 July, 
 Ufa 

15–16 October, 
 Benaulim 

3–5 
September, 

 Xiamen 

2018, 
 Johannesburg 

EAS 
(ASEAN) 

11–14 
November, 

 Naypyidaw 

21–22 
November, 

 Kuala 
Lumpur 

6–8 September, 
 Vientiane 

13–14 
November, 

 Pasay 

2018, 
 Singapore 

G-20  

15–16 
November, 

 Brisbane 

15–16 
November, 

 Antalya 

4–5 September, 
 Hangzhou 

7–8 July, 

 Hamburg 

November 30–
December 1, 

 Buenos Aires 

India–
Africa  

29–30 
October, 

 New 
Delhi 

  
2018, 

 Africa 

SAARC 

26–27 
November, 

 Kathmandu 
 

9–10 November, 
 Islamabad  

2018, 
 Sri Lanka 

SCO 

 
9–10 July, 

 Ufa 
23–24 June, 

 Tashkent 
8–9 June, 

 Astana 
2018, 

 China 

NSS 

  

31 March–1 
April, 

 Washington, 
D.C. 

 
TBD 

██ = Event cancelled/Did not attend; ██ = Future event; ██ = No event 
•^a Minister of External Affairs Sushma Swaraj attended in the Prime Minister's place. 
•^b India will host these summits. •^c India was not full member. 
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Chapter 5 

SOUTH ASIAN FOREIGN POLICY OF THE 
NARENDRA MODI GOVERNMENT 

 

Even before becoming the Prime Minister Narendra Modi hinted that his foreign policy 
will actively focus on improving ties with India's immediate neighbours which is being 
termed as neighbourhood first policy in the mediaand he started well by inviting all heads 
of state/heads of Government of South Asian countries in his inauguration and on the 
second day on office he held bilateral talks with all of them individually which was dubbed 
as a mini SAARC summit by the media. Later during a launch event at ISRO he has 
asked Indian scientists to take the endeavour to develop a dedicated SAARC satellite to 
share the fruits of the technology like tele-medicine, e-learning etc. with the people across 
South Asia to complement the currently operating Indian Technical and Economic 
Cooperation Programme program in the region. 

 

 
Modi with Bhutanese Prime Ministerduring his maiden foreign trip  

as the Prime Minister to the Himalayan country. 

BHUTAN 

Narendra Modi made his first foreign visit to Bhutan following an invitation by 
King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck and Tobgay. The visit was called by the media as 
a "charm offensive" that would also seek to check Bhutan-China relations that had 
recently been formalised. He also sought to build business ties, including a hydro-electric 
deal, and inaugurated the India-funded Supreme Court of Bhutan building. While talking 
about the visit, Modi said that Bhutan was a "natural choice" for his first foreign 
destination because of the "unique and special relationship" the two countries shared. He 
added that he was looking forward to nurture and further strengthen India's special 
relations with Bhutan. His entourage included Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj, National 



59 

 

Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Foreign Secretary Sujatha Singh. He was further set to 
discuss the insurgency in Northeast India, and China. 

NEPAL 

 

 
Modi in a meeting with the Prime Minister of Nepal Sushil Koirala. 

Modi chose Nepal as one of the first few countries to visit since he assumes office which 
signifies the importance of Nepal in the overall neighbourhood policy of the Modi govt. He 
visited Kathmandu on 3–4 August 2014, the first Indian PM to visit in 17 years, where he 
was received by the Nepalese PM himself at the airport going against protocol.[Note I] The 
visit generated unprecedented enthusiasm among Nepali public and politicians as he 
addressed the constituent assembly of Nepal, first world leaders to do so, where pledged 
for US$1 billion line of credit to Nepal to support the infrastructure projects and said 
"Nepal can free India of its darkness with its electricity. But [sic] we don't want free 
electricity, we want to buy it. Just by selling electricity to India, Nepal can find a place in 
the developed countries of the world". He also told Nepali MPs he wanted to turn India's 
"hostile borders benign and ultimately gateways for free trade and commerce...borders 
must be bridges not barriers". The Kathmandu Post reacted in writing: "Modi mantra 
warms Nepal's hearts." The Western medias too read it as a shift in foreign affairs for 
India, as well as a Nepal policy shift. The New York Times also suggested the lack of a 
meeting with former King Gyanendra signified that India would not support a return to 
monarchy despite the lack of a new constitution of Nepal. The bilateral talks were focused 
on reviewing the 1950's Treaty of Peace and Friendship, India-funded 'hydroelectricity 
projects' in Nepal and other infrastructure projects in Nepal and enhancing people-to-
people contacts. The commonality of a majority Hindu heritage was also played up. He 
also participated in puja at the fifth century Hindu temple of Pashupatinath where he 
donated Rs. 25 crores and the head priest, Mool Bhatta Ganesh Bhatta, said: "I told him 
that we see him as a mascot for Hinduism, and appreciate his efforts in saving Hindu 
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culture". Further he pledged not to interfere in Nepal's internal affairs (following 
controversy of appointment of Indian priests at a Nepali temple. Prior to Modi's visit, 
Swaraj made a three-day visit to Nepal from 27 July 2014 and co-chaired the Indo-Nepal 
Joint Commission meeting and also prepared the ground for Modi's scheduled visit. The 
last visit by a foreign minister of India to Nepal was made 23 years before this. Later the 
two sides signed the much awaited Indo-Nepal Power Trade Agreement (PTA) which could 
not get signed earlier during Modi's visit due to technical problem in the draft agreement. 
This will allow Indian privet and public sector investment in hydro power development in 
Nepal and future power trade and transmission to India. 

To attend his maiden SAARC summit Modi visited Nepal for the second time in 2014. 
Where he inaugurated an India funded high tech trauma-care centre as part of a goodwill 
measure and also flagged-off the Kathmandu-Delhi bus service. In order to deepen ties 
with the Himalayan neighbour Modi presented a HAL Dhruv advanced helicopter to the 
Nepalese armed force in a ceremony attended by Prime Minister Sushil Koirala. He also 
held bilateral talks with his Nepalese counterpart in Kathmandu where two sides inked 
10 agreements and memorandum of understanding including important ones regarding 
power trade and transmission. Once again Modi urged Nepalese law makers to adhere the 
January 2015 dateline for Constitution writing on the basis of consensus to accommodate 
views of all sections of people but this time his comments were received with mixed 
responses. The Nepali daily Kantipur on its editorial remarked that Narendra Modi 
breached diplomatic Lanshman rekha (red line) by calling it an interference in Nepal's 
internal mater although the English daily The Kathmandu Post described it as a well-
intended advice. 

BANGLADESH 

There was scepticism during election campaign about Bangladeshi illegal immigrants in 
India which raised concern in Bangladesh but it was Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina who 
made a remark: "I am delighted to see a great friend of Bangladesh leading an extremely 
friendly country, India, in the coming days." following Modi's victory in the general 
election. And the new Indian govt too were quick to realize the immense geo-strategic 
importance of Bangladesh in India's security paradigm and therefore Foreign 
Minister Sushma Swarajchose Dhaka for her first stand-alone foreign visit on 26–27 June 
2014, where she met her counterpart Abul Hassan Mahmood and also called on Sheikh 
Hasina.  

Discussions were held regarding the Land Boundary Agreement (LBA), the 
proposed Teesta water sharing pact, cooperation in eliminating extremist groups 
from North-East taking refuge in Bangladesh and illegal immigration. And taking a lesson 
from the previous UPA govt experience Swaraj had discussed contentious issues of Bengal 
with Chief Minister Mamata Banerjeebefore leaving for Dhaka, indicating a federal style 
of foreign policy. 

In September 2014 at the sidelines of United Nations general assembly Modi 
met Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for the first time in New York City. The 
two leaders have discussed mechanism to stop terrorist trespassing through the porous 
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Indo-Bangla border and the stability of democracy in Bangladesh apart from regular 
water sharing and land boundary issues. 

AFGHANISTAN 

The first challenge before the new govt had come from Herat, Afghanistan where the 
Indian consulate was attacked by the ISI backed terrorist organisation days before 
Modi's inauguration. Visiting the war-torn country on 10 September Swaraj called "India 
Afghanistan's first strategic partner". and has committed to play a greater role in capacity 
building by strengthening the Afghan National Army but sighed away from possibility of 
sending troops or direct export of military hardware from India instead according to an 
arrangement made earlier India would pay for purchase of arms and ammunitions from 
Russia. Potential re-emergence of the Taliban and al-Qaeda in the subcontinent  
following NATO withdrawal from the country by end of 2014 have raised concerns among 
Indian security establishments. Hamid Ansari, Vice-President of India attended the 
inauguration ceremony of new Afghan President Ashraf Ghani and CEO Abdullah 
Abdullah on 29 September 2014 in Kabul and the Indian side welcomes the move of new 
Afghan govt to sign bilateral security agreement (BSA) with the US which will eventually 
pave the way for around 10,000 US soldier to remain in Afghanistan beyond 2014 NATO 
withdrawal. 

India is also in the process of reviving an old agreement for modernising the Chabahar 
Port in Iran. This is to provide an alternative sea access to Afghanistan which will help 
further the Indian investment in the country and bilateral trade which is so far restricted 
by Pakistan's hostile transit policy through Karachi Port. 

SRI LANKA 

 
Narendra Modi and Sri Lankan President  
Maithripala Sirisena at Hyderabad House 

Despite India being Sri Lanka's primary neighbour the India-Sri Lanka relations faced 
stagnation in the last decade due to several reasons including the large scale civilian 
casualties in civil war in the Tamil dominated north of the island country and a growing 
Chinese influence in Sri Lanka. Modi invited President Mahinda Rajapaksa to his 
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inauguration in Delhi, overcoming domestic pressures from Tamil Nadu based political 
parties, in a bid to renew the ties. The primary concerns of New Delhi is the excessive 
Chinese investment and military presence in the island country strategically located off 
the South Indian coast. In fact in November 2014 a second nuclear powered Chinese 
submarine was allowed by the Sri Lankan authority to dock in Colombo Port despite India 
expressed its displeasure following a similar incident in September 2014 coinciding with 
the stand-off between PLA and Indian troops in the Chumar sector of 
Himalayas. Although later both Sri Lanka and China have clarified it as mere refueling 
and crew refreshment halt on the way to gulf of Aden as part of anti-piracy deployment. 

Things started changing however with the 2015 presidential election where Maithripala 
Sirisena, an old ally and Minister in the Rajapakshe's cabinet, defeated the veteran leader 
to become Sri Lanka's President. There were allegation of external factors (particularly 
India) involved in promoting the regime change in Colombo. On 9 January 2015 even 
before the formal announcement of election result, Modi became the first foreign leader to 
call and congratulate Sirisena on his victory. Sirisena's election is expected to balance the 
island's tilt toward China in recent years, who had earlier proposed a foreign policy 
catering Indian sensitivities. Sirisena chose India for his first state visit (15–18 February) 
signalling a fresh-start in the bilateral relations. During Sirisena's visit to New Delhi the 
two countries signed a bilateral civil nuclear agreement, which is believed to be for 
sending a strong message towards China. They also signed three more agreements which 
includes a tripartite maritime cooperation pact involving Maldives. Although one irritant 
remained with the new administration's go ahead of a US$1.4b Chinese project for 
developing a 'port-city' off the Colombo harbor undermining India's security concerns. 

Indian Prime Minister visited Sri Lanka at the invitation of President Maithripala 
Sirisena and concluded his two-day official visit on Saturday 14 March 2015. Modi's visit 
is the first time in 28 years that an Indian prime minister has visited Sri Lanka. 

PAKISTAN 

Modi has long been considered as a hardliner nationalist against enemy forces across the 
border sponsoring terrorist attacks in India while he was Chief Minister of Gujarat, a 
state bordering Pakistan, but post-election things have changed substantially when he 
decided to invite Nawaz Sharif in the swearing-in ceremony. Even his strongest critics 
could not resist to laud this initiative, Sharif and Modi had cordial discussion on 27 May 
2014 day after Modi's inauguration where the two sides agreed to look forward with 
Foreign Secretary level talk to start with. 

But Foreign Secretary level talk scheduled on 25 August in Islamabad was called off last 
minute by India following Pakistani high commissioner's meeting with secessionist 
leaders from Jammu & Kashmir at high commission in Delhi. Which further jeopardized a 
potential Modi-Sharif meeting in New York at the sidelines of UNGA. Later External 
Affairs Minister Swaraj said that "there is no full stop in diplomacy" referring the future 
course of action in Indo-Pak relation. Meanwhile the two sides got engaged into an ugly 
gun-firing along the International border and the line of control as well with India 
accusing Pakistan of violating cease-fire agreement which had further damaged the 
already shaky bilateral ties. Later Pakistan tried to internationalize the issue by 
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seeking United Nations intervention but the world body refused to interfere and asked the 
two party to settle the dispute. India accused Pakistan not following Simla 
Agreement where both sides agreed to resolve the Kashmir issue only through bilateral 
means. Now the two leader will be in Kathmandu, Nepal to attend the 18th SAARC 
summit scheduled for 26–27 November. But experts anticipate the success of the 
upcoming summit depending upon how India and Pakistan will manage their differences. 

MALDIVES 

Maldivian President was one of the seven SAARC leaders to attend Modi's inauguration in 
Delhi. Strategically located in the Indian Ocean region Maldives plays critical role in 
India's maritime security architecture and being part of SAARC bilateral relations with 
Maldives become important as per the new neighbourhood policy. Foreign Minister Swaraj 
during her maiden trip to Male on 3 November 2014 held discussion with her 
counterpart Dunya Maumoon on bilateral and regional issues of mutual interests and also 
reiterated India's strong commitment towards prosperity, stability and security of 
Maldives. The two sides also plans to celebrate 50 years of establishment of bilateral 
relation. 

DRINKING-WATER CRISIS IN MALE 

In the wake of a drinking water crisis in Male on 4 December 2014, following collapse of 
the island's only water treatment plant, Maldives urged India for immediate help. India 
came to rescue by sending its heavy lift transporters like C-17 Globemaster III, Il-
76 carrying bottled water. The navy also sent her ships like INS Sukanya, INS 
Deepak and others which can produce fresh water using their onboard desalination 
plants. The humanitarian relief efforts by the Indian side was widely appreciated in Male 
across all sections of people even the Vice-President of Maldives thanked the Indian 
ambassador for swift action. 
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Chapter 6 

LOOK EAST POLICY OF INDIA 

 

India's Look East policy is an effort to cultivate extensive economic and strategic relations 
with the nations of Southeast Asia in order to bolster its standing as a regional power and 
a counterweight to the strategic influence of the People's Republic of China. Initiated in 
1991, it marked a strategic shift in India’s perspective of the world. It was developed and 
enacted during the Government of Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao(1991–1996) and 
rigorously pursued by the successive administrations of Atal Bihari Vajpayee (1998–2004) 
and Manmohan Singh (2004–2014). Currently Prime minister Narendra Modi is taking 
policy to next level as Act East Policy.  

 
Political map showing India, China, and the Southeast Asian countries 

BACKGROUND 

Ever since the Sino-Indian War of 1962, China and India have been strategic competitors 
in South and East Asia. China has cultivated close commercial and military relations with 
India's neighbour and rival Pakistan and competed for influence in Nepal and  
Bangladesh. After Deng Xiaoping's rise to power in China in 1979, China began reducing 
threats of expansionism and in turn cultivated extensive trade and economic relations 
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with Asian nations. China became the closest partner and supporter of the military 
junta of Burma, which had been ostracised from the international community following 
the violent suppression of pro-democracy activities in 1988. In contrast, during the Cold 
War India had a relatively hesitant relationship with many states in Southeast Asia and 
diplomatic relations with Southeast Asia were given a relatively low priority. 

India's "Look East" policy was developed and enacted during the Governments of prime 
ministers P.V. Narasimha Rao (1991–1996) and Atal Bihari Vajpayee (1998–2004). Along 
with economic liberalisation and moving away from Cold War-era policies and activities, 
India's strategy has focused on forging close economic and commercial ties, increasing 
strategic and security cooperation and the emphasis of historic cultural and ideological 
links. India sought to create and expand regional markets for trade, investments and 
industrial development. It also began strategic and military cooperation with nations 
concerned by the expansion of China's economic and strategic influence. 

RELATIONS WITH EAST ASIAN NATIONS 

Although it had traditionally supported Burma's pro-democracy movement for many 
years, India's policy changed in 1993, making friendly overtures to the military 
junta. India signed trade agreements and increased its investments in Burma; although 
private sector activity remains low, India's state corporations have landed lucrative 
contracts for industrial projects and the construction of major roads and highways, 
pipelines and upgrading of ports. India has also increased its competition with China over 
the harnessing of Burma's significant oil and natural gas reserves, seeking to establish a 
major and stable source of energy for its growing domestic needs, countering Chinese 
monopoly over Burmese resources and reducing dependence on oil-rich Middle Eastern 
nations. Although China remains Burma's largest military supplier, India has offered to 
train Burma's military personnel and has sought their cooperation in curbing separatist 
militants and the heavy drug trafficking affecting much of Northeast India. China's 
winning of contracts harnessing more than 2.88–3.56 trillion cubits of natural gas in the 
A-1 Shwe field in the Rakhine State and development of naval and surveillance 
installations along Burma's coast and the Coco Islands has provoked great concern and 
anxiety in India, which has stepped up its investment in port development, energy, 
transport and military sectors. 

India has also established strong commercial, cultural and military ties with 
the Philippines, Singapore, Vietnam and Cambodia. India signed free trade agreements  
with Sri Lanka and Thailand and stepped up its military cooperation with them as well. It 
has numerous free trade agreements with East Asian economies, including 
a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement with Singapore and an Early Harvest 
Scheme with Thailand, while it is negotiating agreements with Japan, South Korea, 
and Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) member states. Ties have been 
strengthened with Taiwan, Japan and South Korea over common emphasis on democracy, 
human rights and strategic interests. South Korea and Japan remain amongst the major 
sources of foreign investment in India. 

While India has remained a staunch supporter of the "One China" policy and recognised 
the People's Republic of China on the mainland over the Republic of China authorities on 
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Taiwan, it has, nevertheless, pursued a policy of increasing engagement with the island. 
India has stepped up engagement with East Asia fueled by its need for cooperation on 
counter-terrorism, humanitarian relief, anti-piracy, maritime and energy security, 
confidence-building and balancing the influence of other powers, notably China. Driven by 
the fact that more than 50% of India's trade passes through the Malacca Strait, the Indian 
navy has established a Far Eastern Naval Command off Port Blair on the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. India has also been conducting joint naval exercises with Singapore 
(SIMBEX) since 1993, with Vietnam in 2000 and has engaged in joint patrols with 
Indonesia in the Andaman Sea since 2002. Japan and India were also members of the 
tsunami relief regional core group in the Indian Ocean in 2004 along with Australia and 
the United States. 

RELATIONS WITH CHINA 

While India and China remain strategic rivals, India's "Look East" policy has included 
significant rapprochement with China. In 1993, India began holding high-level talks with 
Chinese leaders and established confidence-building measures. In 2006, China and India 
opened the Nathu La pass for cross-border trade for the first time since the 1962 war. On 
21 November 2006 Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and the Chinese 
President Hu Jintao issued a 10-point joint declaration to improve ties and resolve long-
standing conflicts. Trade between China and India increases by 50% each year, and is set 
to reach the $60 billion target set for 2010 by both Indian and Chinese Governments and 
industrial leaders. However, China's close relations with Pakistan, skepticism about 
India's integration of Sikkim, and Chinese unjustified claim over Arunachal Pradesh have 
threatened the improvement in bilateral relations. India's providing asylum to the 
political-cum-spiritual leader, the 14th Dalai Lama also causes some friction in bilateral 
ties. 

Chinese commentators have been critical of India's Look East policy. A People's 
Daily editorial opined that the Look East policy was "born out of [the] failure" of India's 
trying to play the Soviet Union and the United States against each other for its own 
benefit during the Cold War, and that trying to do the same with China and Japan by 
strengthening its ties with the latter would also fail. A columnist at the China Internet 
Information Center criticized the Look East policy as being borne out of a misguided "fear 
of China" and as reflecting "a lack of understanding of the PLA's strategic ambitions". 

PARTICIPATION IN ORGANISATIONS 

India has developed multilateral organisations such as, the Mekong-Ganga 
Cooperation and BIMSTEC, forging extensive cooperation on environmental, economic 
development, security and strategic affairs, permitting the growth of influence beyond 
South Asia and without the tense and obstructive presence of Pakistan and China that 
has stalled its efforts in the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation. India 
became a sectoral dialogue partner with ASEAN in 1992, in 1995 was given an advisory 
status, a member of the Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific, a member of 
the ASEAN Regional Forum in 1996, and a summit level partner (on par with China, 
Japan and Korea) in 2002 and World cup 2002. The first India-ASEAN Business Summit 
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was held in New Delhi in 2002. India also acceded to ASEAN's Treaty of Amity and 
Cooperation in Southeast Asia in 2003. 

In many cases, India's membership to these forums has been a result of attempts by the 
region to balance China's growing influence in the area. Notably, Japan brought India into 
ASEAN+6 to dilute the ASEAN+3 process, where China is dominant, while Singapore and 
Indonesia played a significant role in bringing India into the East Asia Summit. The 
United States and Japan have also lobbied for India's membership in the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation. Numerous infrastructure projects also serve to tie India closer to 
East Asia. India is participating in the United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific and the Pacific initiatives for an Asian Highway Network and 
the Trans-Asian Railway network. Discussions are also proceeding on reopening the World 
War II-era Stilwell Road linking India's Assam state with China's Yunnan province 
through Myanmar. 

ASSESSMENT 

According to Rejaul Karim Laskar, a scholar of Indian foreign policy, the 'Look East' policy 
has strengthened India's political, economic and cultural relations with the countries of 
Southeast Asia and the Pacific and has ensured that India becomes an important part of 
the emerging economic and security architecture of the region. Commerce with South and 
East Asian nations accounts for almost 45% of India's foreign trade. Although its efforts 
have met with considerable success, India trails China in the volume of trade and 
economic ties it enjoys with the nations of the region. India's cultivation of friendly 
relations with the military regime of Burma and its reluctance to criticise or pressure it 
over human rights violations and suppression of democracy has evoked much criticism at 
home and abroad. 

ACT EAST POLICY 

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi the new Government of India has 
made its relations with East Asian neighbours a foreign policy priority at a time when 
the United States has engaged in a "pivot to Asia". The Indian Foreign Minister Sushma 
Swarajproposed a new outlook calling it Act East policy, following on from the Look East 
policy which was introduced during the Government of Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao and seriously implemented during the following administrations of Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh. 

From the very beginning the Modi Government made it clear that India would focus more 
and more on improving relation with ASEAN and other East Asian countries as per 
India's Look East Policy which was formulated during Narasimha Rao's Government in 
1992 for better economic engagement with its eastern neighbours, but the following 
Government successfully turned it into a tool for forging strategic partnership and 
security cooperation with countries in that region in general and Vietnam and Japan in 
particular. In her recent visit to Hanoi, Vietnam, Sushma Swaraj has stressed the need for 
an Act East Policy, which she said should replace India's over two decade-old Look East 
Policy emphasizing a more proactive role for India in this region. 
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Chapter 7 

FORUM FOR INDIA–PACIFIC 
ISLANDS COOPERATION 

 
Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC) is a multinational grouping developed 
in 2014 for cooperation between India and 14 Pacific Islands nations which include Cook 
Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Samoa, Solomon 
Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. 

All heads of State or Heads of Government of the above countries met in Suva, Fiji in 
November 2014 for the first time where the annual summit was conceptualised. 

1st  SUMMIT-SUVA, FIJI 

Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi chose to visit Fiji soon after democracy was re-
established in the island country after 8 years. There apart from bilateral meeting, he also 
met heads of state/Government from 14 pacific island states to enhance India's 
engagement in the region and proposed a 'Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation' 
(FIPIC) be held on a regular basis. He conveyed there India's keenness to work closely 
with Pacific Island nations to advance their development priorities in this regard a 
number of measures to strengthen India’s partnership in the region were proposed which 
include setting up of a 'special fund of $1 million' for adapting climate change vis-a-vis 
clean energy, establishing a 'trade office' in India, 'Pan Pacific Islands e-network' to close 
the physical distance between the islands by improving digital connectivity, extending visa 
on arrival at Indian airports for all the fourteen Pacific Island countries, 'space 
cooperation' in space technology applications for improving the quality of life of the 
islands, 'training to diplomats' from Pacific Island countries to increase mutual 
understanding. He also expressed his willingness to host the leaders in any of India's 
coastal town for the next summit in 2015. It was quite significant to see Chinese 
President Xi following Modi's trail visited Fiji on 21 November (just 2 days after Modi's 
trip) to meet a similar gathering of leaders indicating a struggle for influence between the 
two Asian giants in the island countries of south pacific. 

2nd SUMMIT-JAIPUR, INDIA 

One of the key outcome of the first summit in Suva, Fiji was that top leadership of both 
India and Pacific Islands should meet at a regular interval and an annual summit should 
be instituted in this regard. Modi invited all the 14 Pacific Islands nations head of 
states/head of Government to India for the next rounds of talks in 2015 and North Indian 
city of Jaipur, which is also known as Pink city, was selected to host the main summit on 
21 August 2015. 

As per of India's extended Act East policy, the South Asian country is actively promoting 
good relations with smaller islands nations of the South Pacific, along with heavyweights 
in the region, and cooperating on multiple issues which include blue economy (ocean based 
economy), oil and natural gas, mining, IT, health care, fishing and marine research. Space 
collaboration with Pacific countries are of vital for India as they provide ISRO, India's 
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space administration, an eye to monitor launch of their rockets. Indian President Pranab 
Mukherjee welcomed all the visiting dignitaries at Rastrapati Bhavan on 20 August 2015 
following which leaders went to Agra, on their way to Jaipur the summit venue, for a tour 
of famous Taj Mahal. In Jaipur summit, Modi announced to convene international 
conference on blue economy in New Delhi in 2016 and invited all the experts form the 
island nations, set up Space Application Center, in partnership with ISRO, in any of the 
14 countries and friendly port calls by the Indian Navy. Pacific leaders have expressed 
their concerns over climate change and its effect on their respective counties. India also 
assured them to voice their concerns and appropriate measures at the 2015 United 
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP 21) in Paris. In return all the 14 visiting head 
of state/Government reiterated their support to India's bid for a permanent memberships 
at the reformed United Nations Security Council. Modi offered to help the Pacific Islands 
with their hydrography and coastal surveillance, by engaging the Indian Navy. It would 
help them have a better understanding of their maritime zone and strengthen security of 
their EEZs. 
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Chapter 8 

ASIAN FOREIGN POLICY OF THE  
NARENDRA MODI GOVERNMENT 

 

The most significant initiative made by the Narendra Modi Government is the focus 
on neighbouring countries and major Asian powers coupled with emphasizing on the two 
decades old Look East policy. Asia being the major focus area of his foreign policy, Modi 
and his foreign minister chose several Asian countries for their initial bilateral visits. He 
has made state visits to Bhutan and Nepal and Japan within the first 100 days of his 
Government and also hosted Asian leaders like Prime Minister Tony Abbott of Australia, 
President Xi Jinping of China and Prime Minister Nguyễn Tấn Dũng of Vietnam, apart 
from inviting SAARC leaders in his inaugurationceremony.  

External Affairs Minister Swaraj has also made official visits to several Asian capitals 
like Dhaka, Bangladesh, Kathmandu, Nepal, Naypidaw, Myanmar, Singapore, Hanoi, 
Vietnam, Manama, Bahrain, Kabul, Afghanistan, Dushanbe, Tajikistan, Male, Maldives,  
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, Seoul, South Korea and Beijing China. 

 
Asian neighbours possess great deal of importance in Modi's foreign policy 

ASIAN CENTURY 

Time and again Modi emphasized his belief in the 21st century being the Asian 
century and also asked whether it would be the Indian Century. China, Japan and India 
being the first, second and third largest Asian economy respectively are among the most 
likely candidate to lead the strategically important Asia in the later part of this century. 
But China's increasingly assertive postures in the region recent years have raised 
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concerns in the respective quarters. It seems Modi's foreign policy is focused on improving 
bilateral relations to higher levels with strategically located Asian countries like Japan, 
Vietnam, Australia without forging any formal security alliance in the Indo-Pacific region 
to avoid direct confrontation with China. India, due to its good relation with both Russia 
and United States, is often considered to be the swing state in the race for strategic 
dominance in Asia between the democratic alliance of Japan and US and China-Russia 
club on the other hand. 

RELATIONS WITH EAST AND SOUTHEAST ASIA 

From the very beginning the Modi-led Government made it amply clear that India would 
focus more and more on improving relation with ASEAN and other East Asian countries 
as per India's Look East policy which was formulated during Narasimha Rao's govt in 
1992 for better economic engagement with its eastern neighbours but successive govt later 
successfully turned it into a tool for forging strategic partnership and security cooperation 
with countries in that region in general and Vietnam and Japan in particular. In her 
recent visit to Hanoi, Vietnam Sushma Swaraj has stressed on the need for an Act East 
policy that she said should replace India's over two decade-old Look East policy  
emphasizing a more proactive role for India in this region. 

AUSTRALIA 

Prime Minister Tony Abbott of Australia was the first head of Government to make a state 
visit to India in Modi Government which shows the importance both side attaches to their 
relations. The most significant event of his tour was the signing of a civil nuclear energy 
cooperation agreement for supplying uranium (Australia is believed to have one-third of 
world's total uranium reserve) to India. The nuclear deal is a further step toward India 
achieving international acceptability for its nuclear programme despite not ratifying 
the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, and follows similar agreements with the United 
States and France. The two side also agreed to enhance Maritime security cooperation in 
the Indo-pacific region and future joint naval exercise in the Indian ocean. During the 
joint statement following the summit Australian PM Abbott referred India as a model 
citizen in terms of following International guidelines justifying the nuclear deal beyond 
the scope of NPT and called "India the emerging democratic superpower". 

SECURITY COOPERATION 

In his address to the Australian parliament Modi made his apprehension public about 
maritime disputes and freedom of navigation in the oceans with a veiled reference of 
growing Chinese hegemony in the region. This has led to speculations among policy 
makers that Australia is re-joining the Malabar naval exercise amid Beijing's 
displeasure. Australia could join the India-US-Japan grouping, which is certain to set off 
alarm bells in Beijing.  

The issue of Australia joining the quadrilateral security dialogue was believed to be 
discussed at the highest level during Modi's Canberra visit on 17 November 2014. Earlier 
the two sides also agreed to enhance Maritime security cooperation in the Indo-pacific 
region and future joint naval exercise in the Indian Ocean. 
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China 

 
PM Modi with President Xi Jinping of People's Republic of China,  

during latter's State Visit to India, September 2014. 

Prior to election Modi had expressed reservation over alleged Chinese 'expansionism' into 
India's frontiers as India and China locked into bitter territorial disputes over last fifty 
years. During his Japan trip, Modi has said eighteenth century mind-set of vistaar-vad or 
expansionism won’t work and vikaash-vad or peaceful development is needed for 
sustainable peace and tranquility in the world which was read by a portion of media as a 
subtle jibe on China. But he is also in favour of enhanced economic partnership with 
China. 

Economic activity defines relation with China as it is India's biggest trading partner in 
goods. Soon after taking office commerce Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has already made 
two visits to China. The two countries have forged a mechanism called 'strategic and 
economic dialogue' (SED) to discuss the trade and other economic issues. Modi has 
publicly expressed his willingness to enhance trade and economic cooperation with China. 
Describing the newly found activism in bilateral relation Modi said India China relation 
moving "INCH (India-China) towards MILES (Millennium of Enhanced Synergy)". 

India sent National Security Adviser Ajit Doval as a special envoy of Prime Minister Modi 
to Beijing to negotiate the agenda and the schedule of the presidential visit to India which 
is appreciated by the top Chinese leadership who are known to be fond of diplomatic 
decorum. President Xi Jinping, only third Chinese President to visit India, arrived 
in Ahmedabad, Modi's hometown, on 17 September which coincides with Modi's birthday. 
China is expected to commit investment over US$100 billion in India's infrastructure 
projects including in high speed trains and dedicated Chinese industrial parks to balance 
the huge trade deficit exists in China's favour. The two leaders had earlier met in Brazil 
this year on the sidelines of BRICS summit. 

JAPAN 

Japan occupies a very important place in Modi’s Asian strategy, as India is looking toward 
Japan, at a time when it is becoming 'normal state' amending decades-old pacifist 
constitution, to forge a security alliance to balance an increasingly assertive China in the 
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Indo-Pacific region. Maritime cooperation is most likely and bilateral naval exercises are 
on the cards. Significantly in 2014 Japan participated in the Malabar, a primarily 
bilateral naval exercise between India and US, held in Sea of Japan. Negotiations 
progressed recently for selling of US 2 amphibious aircraft to Indian Navy and the long-
pending civil nuclear agreements which would eventually help strengthen the strategic 
partnership. 

 
Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and Shinzo Abe, 

 during former's bilateral visit to Japan, 2014. 

Modi visited Japan on a five-day official trip from 30 August to 3 September which was 
labelled as his first bilateral state visit outside the subcontinent also by the media. His 
2014 visit further strengthened the ties between the two countries and resulted in several 
key agreements, including the elevation of already established strategic partnership to the 
"Special Strategic Global Partnership". Business ties are stronger than ever with a 
commitment of US$33.5 billion Japanese investment in India in the next five year. India 
is in the process of importing Shinkansen technology from Japan as part of 
Modi’s Diamond Quadrilateral project for introducing high-speed rail in India. 

His visit to Kyoto supervised the signing of a cooperation agreement between  
Varanasi and Kyoto both regarded as heritage city and cultural centre in their respective 
country. 

MYANMAR 

Despite sharing a long border with India, Myanmar was often left out of India's 
neighbourhood policy, but Myanmar was identified as India's gateway to the Southeast 
Asia and therefore the focus is on rebuilding the historic relations between the two 
countries. Modi visited the eastern neighbour to attend a couple of multilateral meetings 
including the East Asia Summit. He met President Thein Sein for the first time on 11 
November 2014 and they identified three 'C's to strengthen their bilateral relations, those 
are connectivity, cultural links and people to people contacts. Among which connectivity is 
all set to get a big boost with projects like upcoming Imphal-Mandalaya Bus service, India-
Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway, Kaladan Multi-modal Transit Transport 
Project and the two sides also focused on the need of direct air links. The two sides also 
discussed the possibility of Indian investment in Myanmar's special economic zones and 
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ways to enhance bilateral trade which stands at US$2 billion, well below the 
potential. During a 2017 visit to Nay Pyi Taw, Prime Minister Modi announced that India 
would offer gratis/no-cost visas to all Myanma citizens visiting India. 

Modi met the Nobel laureate and Myanmar's opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi and 
referred her as "symbol of democracy" for her untiring efforts for the restoration of 
democracy in her country and he presented her with a special copy of Mahatma Gandhi's 
commentary on Bhagwad Gita. Suu Kyi also reciprocated by calling India, her "second 
home" recalling her early days spent in India. The two leaders have discussed the 
importance of democracy for the stability of the region as a whole. 

In contrast to much of the international community, Prime Minister Modi declined to 
criticize Suu Kyi's handling of the 2016–17 Northern Rakhine State clashes or Myanmar's 
Government's treatment of its Rohingya people. 

SINGAPORE 
 

 
Singapore's Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong with Modi. 

Singapore is amongst the top source countries of foreign direct investment (FDI) coming to 
India. Economic cooperation dominates the India–Singapore relations given Singapore's 
strategic importance in India's 'Look East' policy. External Affairs Minister Swaraj visited 
Singapore on 16 August where she held talks with her counterpart Shanmugam and 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong regarding Singapore's investment in India and their 
potential role in Modi's pet smart city project. 

Earlier Modi played host to Singaporean Minister for Foreign and Law K. 
Shanmugam where he recalled his policies as Gujarat chief minister to expand cooperation 
between the two countries in, amongst others, public housing for the middle and lower 
classes based on Singapore's expertise. 

The former Singaporean prime minister, Goh Chok Tong, visited India on 10 September 
and held several high-level meetings with the Indian prime minister and other ministers; 
later in conversation with a selected members from the media he referred to the former 
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Indian prime minister, Vajpeyee, as a scholar, but Modi is a "Man of Action", while 
reassuring once again his country's full cooperation on the smart city project. 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

President Park Geun-hye poses for a photo with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
prior to the Korea-India summit in Naypyidaw, Myanmar 

According to Modi, South Korea features prominently in India's Act East policy where it 
can play an important role both in term of economic and strategic partnership. Modi 
visited South Korea as part of his East Asia tour on 18-19 May 2015 at the invitation of 
President Park Geun-hye. The two leaders previously met in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar at 
the sidelines of East Asia Summit in November 2014. Modi's visit came after a series of 
high-profile ministerial visits including Foreign Minister, Defense Minister and Commerce 
Minister from India to Seoul which demonstrates the depth of India-South Korea strategic 
relations. During Modi's visit the two sides agreed to upgrade their relation to "special 
strategic relations" and also re-energized the comprehensive economic partnership 
agreement (CEPA) signed five years ago. Modi also stressed on the need of South Korean 
defense majors investing in India as per Make In India initiative where he particularly 
impressed by Korean shipbuilding capacity. 

TAIWAN 

As Modi has identified economic cooperation as a major thrust area in his foreign policy 
and introduced policies like Make in India to invite foreign direct investment (FDI) in the 
manufacturing sector, Taiwan was one of the first to respond to his call. India Electronics 
and Semiconductor Association (IESA) and Taipei Computer Association signed 
memorandum of understanding for local manufacturing of semiconductors and electronics, 
even there are plans to set up 'Taiwanese hardware park' in about 200–300 acres of 
land. Although India was among the first few countries to recognize PRC therefore 
jeopardizing relation with the island but later developed an official relation 
with ROC which it maintains through India-Taipei Association ITA a De facto embassy in 
Taipei. 

VIETNAM 

Vietnam, strategically located in the South China Sea, plays a pivotal role in India's 
Southeast Asian policy and it is often referred as one of the important pillars of its "Look 
East policy" by the Indian diplomats. Defence and security cooperation in recent years 
define the strategic partnership along with fast-growing bilateral trade which stood at 
US$ 8 billion in FY 2013. 

Visiting Indian President Pranab Mukherjee called Vietnam, "a trusted friend and an 
important pillar of India's Look East Policy" which emphasized the depth of their strategic 
partnership. The leaders reiterated their desire and determination to work together to 
maintain peace, stability, growth and prosperity in Asia. The two sides vouched for 
'freedom of navigation' in the South China Sea, which China claims as its exclusive 
economic zone, and called upon the parties concerned to exercise restraint, avoid threat or 
use of force and resolve disputes through peaceful means in accordance with universally 
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recognised principles of international law, including the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea-1982. 

India-Vietnamese defence cooperation has multiplied in recent years with emphasis on 
maritime security which includes training of Vietnamese naval personnel with Indian 
naval ships making frequent port-call in Vietnam in past few years. Recently it extended a 
US$100 m Line of Credit for purchase of Fast attack craft for Vietnamese navy from India. 
Vietnam is also interested in acquiring Brahmos supersonic missiles, an Indo-Russian 
joint venture project, Vietnam has friendly relation with both Russia and India a 
precondition for exporting the missile system and talks regarding the deal is believed to be 
in the advanced level. 

Agreements have been signed in oil exploration cooperation field between the two 
countries as Vietnam had earlier offered India to explore strategically located oil blocks 
in South China Sea, which is disputed by Chinese claims. On the following day Chinese 
Foreign Ministry through an official media statement expressed its objection to India's 
activity in what it refers its exclusive economic zone. External Affairs Minister earlier 
during her Hanoi trip said the state-owned ONGC Videsh will exploit the opportunity 
provided in Vietnam, a development China sees as an aggression into its 
backyard. Economic ties are fast growing with US$ 8 billion bilateral trade and the two 
sides emphasized the need of increasing people to people contact which is set to get a boost 
with upcoming launch of direct flight between Delhi and Ho Chi Minh City and 
using Bollywood to promote Vietnam to Indian audience. 
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Chapter 9 

MIDDLE EASTERN FOREIGN POLICY  
OF THE NARENDRA MODI GOVERNMENT 

 

The Middle East region plays a vital role in India's economy as it supplies nearly two third 
of India's total oil import, bilateral trade is also flourishing in recent years particularly 
with UAE and other Arab states of the Persian Gulf. Over the years millions 
of Indians mostly working class have migrated to the Persian Gulf region looking for 
jobs and they account for a sizeable share in the total remittances received from 
abroad. Indian External Affairs Ministry refers the region as West Asia and not as Middle 
East which is a more popular attribution, particularly in the Western countries. 

LINK WEST POLICY 

In an attempt to strengthen ties with India's western neighbours, especially the Persian 
Gulf countries, Modi proposed this policy to complement his Act East policy concerning 
East Asia. Although it is called "Link West" (west of India) which gives it a bigger 
geographical connotation, it is most likely to focus on the middle-east and some of the 
India's strategic thinkers are calling it as Modi's middle-east policy. 

BAHRAIN 

Swaraj choose Manama, Bahrain for her first visit to the Persian Gulf. The visit marked 
the first high level exchange from Modi govt to any Arab states following apprehension of 
less priority given to the Indo-Arab relation under Modi administration. The island 
country with a significant population of Indian origin people has extensive trade and 
business ties with India. There addressing at a business meet the minister reiterated "Our 
Government is firmly committed to bring back growth, have clear policies which will 
facilitate business environment, transparency and speed, well thought out decisions". In 
order to boost maritime cooperation with the Persian Gulf countries India sent ICGS Vijit, 
a Vishwast class offshore patrol vessel, to a 4 nations friendly visit including Bahrain in 
late December 2014. 

IRAQ 

IRAQI KURDISTAN 

Prior to the Modi administration, there had been limited diplomatic relations between 
India and Iraqi Kurdistan. India purchases Kurdish crude oil sold through Turkish 
companies. Several Indian citizens work in Iraqi Kurdistan. Many Kurds travel to India 
for educational or medical purposes. In July 2014, Hemin Hawrani, head of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party's international relations wing, told The Hindu that he hoped for deeper 
political and economic ties with India, describing the country as "an important partner". 
Hawrani also expressed his desire to see the Indian Government open a consulate in Erbil, 
and invited Indian companies to invest in Kurdistan. In November 2014, the Indian 
Government sent special envoy Ambassador Suresh K. Reddy to visit Kurdistan and meet 
Kurdish Government officials. Reddy stated that India "fully supports the Kurdistan 
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Region during this difficult time", and expressed confidence in the Kurdish Government 
and the Peshmerga forces to preserve the stability and security of the region. The 
Ambassador also praised the role of Peshmerga forces in fighting ISIL, and announced 
that the Indian Government would open a consulate in Kurdistan. 

ISRAEL 

Israel is one of India's most important strategic partner and major source of its military 
hardware. Relation is expected to flourish with Modi govt as the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party is known for its pro-Israeli stands and in favor of strengthening ties with Israel. 
Sushma Swaraj, who was chairperson of the 'India-Israel parliamentary friendship group', 
visited Israel earlier and called Israel a "reliable partner" besides expressing her 
admiration for former Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir. 

In September 2014, Modi met his Israeli counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu in the first 
interaction between the premiers of the two countries in 11 years with the leader of the 
Jewish state saying that "sky is the limit" for bilateral relations. Later on India has 
decided to buy Israeli anti-tank Spike missile instead of Javelin missile offered by the US 
which signifies the depth of Israel-India bilateral relation specially with BJP govt in New 
Delhi. The contract is expected to be worth $525 million, with this Israel is India's second 
largest arm supplier after Russia. 

Home Minister Rajnath Singh became the first Minister of Modi govt to visit Israel. His 
trip featured a series of high level meetings with top Israeli leadership including Defence 
Minister Moshe Yaalon, National Security Adviser Yossi Cohenand, Public Security 
Minister Yitzhak Aharonovich and the Prime Minister following which Netanyahu said 
"Indians and Israelis share the combination of ingenuity and continuity." It was the first 
visit of an Indian Home Minister to Israel since June 2000 when L K Advani visited 
Jerusalem, marking an upsurge in bilateral cooperation. On the same day Modi met 
former Israeli President and Nobel laureate Shimon Peres in New Delhi. In the meeting 
Modi informed Peres about his strong desire to further expand and strengthen India's 
relations with Israel, both in traditional areas as well as in new areas of cooperation. 

2014 ISRAEL-HAMAS CONFLICT 

At the height of the tension between Israel and Hamas in July India offered a rhetorical 
condemnation holding both sides responsible for erupting violence and asked Israel to stop 
"disproportionate use of force" in Gaza which was read by many as departure from 
tradition of more vocal supports for the Palestinian cause. External Affairs Minister 
Swaraj insisted that "there is absolutely no change in India's policy towards Palestine, 
which is that we fully support the Palestinian cause while maintaining good relations with 
Israel. " clarifying India's current position on the issue. That might sound like fence-
sitting, but it's a policy shared by all Indian Governments of the past 20 years following 
the establishment of formal diplomatic relation in 1992. 

Sushma Swaraj, a seasoned parliamentarian, had herself blocked the opposition demand 
in Rajya Sabha for passing a resolution condemning Israel for 2014 Israel-Gaza conflict by 
saying that "India has friendly relation with both Israel and Palestine and therefore any 
such move may impact its friendship negatively". Although later in a symbolic gesture 
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India joined others BRICS nations in voting at the United Nations Human Rights 
Council for a probe into the alleged human rights violation in Gaza. Which generated 
mixed response among media and analysts in India. 

OMAN 

External Affairs Minister Swaraj made a two-day visit to Oman, her maiden visit to the 
oil-rich Persian Gulf country, on 17 February 2015 where she met her counterpart Yusuf 
bin Alawi bin Abdullah and discussed bilateral issues of mutual interests. The Omani top 
leadership expressed their interests in developing a strong political, economic and 
strategic relation with India. Swaraj had said that the welfare of the diaspora is among 
her top priority in the Persian Gulf region which host more than 7 million Indian workers. 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

Economic cooperation defines the bilateral relations between India and the Arab 
Emirates, the UAE is one of the largest trading partners of India. Foreign Minister Swaraj 
during her maiden trip to Abu Dhabi tried to win the confidence of potential UAE 
investors and welcomed them to join the new Indian govt effort to build world class 
infrastructure in India which is expected to require foreign investments up to US$1 
trillion in next five years. She had also held discussion with her counterpart Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, during the meeting, both sides reviewed the existing 
bilateral relations and took stock of progress and development in joint cooperation in 
many areas and looked into the ways of enhancing them for common interests. 
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Chapter 10 

INDIA–EUROPEAN UNION RELATIONS 
 

Relations between the Republic of India and the European Union are currently defined by 
the 1994 EU-India Cooperation Agreement. The EU is a significant trade partner for India 
and the two sides have been attempting to negotiate a free trade deal since 2007. 

The EU is India's largest trading partner with 13.5% of India's overall trade between 2015 
and 2016, ahead of China (10.8%) and the United States (9.3%). India is the EU's 9th 
largest trading partner with 2.2% of the EU's overall trade. EU Exports to India have 
grown from €24.2 billion in 2006 to €37.8 billion in 2016. The largest sectors being in 
engineering goods, gems and jewellery, other manufactured goods and chemicals. Trade in 
services have also tripped between 2005 and 2015, reaching €28.1 billion. Investment 
stocks from Europe to India reached €51.2 billion in 2015. 

France, Germany and UK collectively represent the major part of EU-India trade. Annual 
trade in commercial services tripled from €5.2billion in 2002 to €17.9 billion in 
2010. Denmark, Sweden, Finland and the Netherlands are the other more prominent 
European Union countries who trade with India. 

 
Indian PM Narendra Modi with the President of European Council Donald Tusk,  

and the President of European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker,  
at the EU-India Summit, Brussels, 2016 

India was one of the first countries to develop relations with the European Union. The 
Joint Political Statement of 1993 and the 1994 Co-operation Agreement were the 



81 

 

foundational agreements for the bilateral partnership. In 2004, India and European Union 
became "Strategic Partners". A Joint Action Plan was agreed upon in 2005 and updated in 
2008. India-EU Joint Statements was published in 2009 and 2012 following the India-
European Union Summits. EU-India relationship has been qualified as high on 
rhetoric and low on substance. 

FREE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS 

India and the EU have been working on a Broad-based Trade and Investment 
Agreement (BTIA) since 2007, but India's trade regime and regulatory environment 
remains comparatively restrictive. Seven rounds of negotiations have been completed 
without reaching a Free Trade Agreement Talks on an EU-India Bilateral Trade and 
Investment Agreement have stalled after failing to resolve differences related to matters 
such as the level of FDI & market access, manufacture of generic drugs, greenhouse gas 
emissions, civil nuclear energy, farming subsidies, regulation & safeguards of the financial 
sector, cooperation on tax evasion, overseas financing of NGOs in India, trade controls, 
technology transfer restrictions and cooperation on embargoes (Russia). 

In January 2015, India rejected a non-binding resolution passed by the European 
Parliament pertaining to maritime incidents which occurred within Indian Contiguous 
Zone. European Union Ambassador to India Joao Cravinho played down the resolution 
saying that the case will be resolved in accordance with Indian and International Laws. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

The EU and India agreed on 29 September 2008 at the EU-India summit in Marseille, 
France's largest commercial port, to expand their co-operation in the fields of nuclear 
energy and environmental protection and deepen their strategic partnership. French 
President Nicolas Sarkozy, the EU's rotating president, said at a joint press conference at 
the summit that "EU welcomes India, as a large country, to engage in developing nuclear 
energy, adding that this clean energy will be helpful for the world to deal with the global 
climate change." Sarkozy also said the EU and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan pledged 
to accelerate talks on a free trade deal and expected to finish the deal by 2009. 

The Indian prime minister was also cautiously optimistic about co-operation on nuclear 
energy. "Tomorrow we have a bilateral summit with France. This matter will come up and 
I hope some good results will emerge out of that meeting," Singh said when asked about 
the issue. Singh said that he was "very satisfied" with the results of the summit. He added 
that EU and India have "common values" and the two economies are complementary to 
each other. 

European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso, also speaking at Monday's press 
conference, expounded the joint action plan on adjustments of EU's strategic partnership 
with India, saying the two sides will strengthen co-operation on world peace and safety, 
sustainable development, co-operation in science and technology and cultural exchanges. 

Reviewing the two sides' efforts in developing the bilateral strategic partnership, the joint 
action plan reckoned that in politics, dialogue and co-operation have enhanced through 
regular summits and exchanges of visits and that in economy, mutual investments have 
increased dramatically in recent years, dialogue in macro economic policies and financial 
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services has established and co-operation in energy, science and technology and 
environment has been launched. Under the joint action plan, EU and Indian would 
enhance consultation and dialogue on human rights within the UN framework, strengthen 
co-operation in world peacekeeping mission, fight against terror and non-proliferation of 
arms, promote co-operation and exchange in developing civil nuclear energy and strike a 
free trade deal as soon as possible. France, which relies heavily on nuclear power and is a 
major exporter of nuclear technology, is expected to sign a deal that would allow it to 
provide nuclear fuel to India. 

12th EU-INDIA SUMMIT 

On the eve of the Summit President Van Rompuy stated: "The 12th EU-India summit will 
confirm that EU and India are strengthening and rebalancing their partnership in its 
political dimension, thus bringing our relationship to new heights. It will demonstrate 
that increased co-operation between India and the EU can make a difference for the 
security and the prosperity of our continents." Although there were some 
apprehensions regarding the EU-enforced carbon tax on all fliers landing or passing 
through European skies that was opposed by many other countries, 
including India, China, the US and Russia, the European Union and India held their 
twelfth annual summit in New Delhi on 10 February 2012. Various EU representatives 
were present such as President Herman Van Rompuy and European Commission 
President José Manuel Barroso. The EU Trade commissioner, Karel De Gucht also 
attended the summit. The Republic of India was represented by Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh, Foreign Minister S.M. Krishna, Trade Minister A. Sharma and 
National Security Adviser, S.S. Menon. 

The summit agenda covered bilateral, regional and global issues. The Leaders emphasised 
the importance of the EU-India Strategic Partnership. They endeavoured to reinforce co-
operation in security, in particular counter-terrorism, cyber-security and counter-piracy, 
as well as trade, energy, research and innovation. 

GALILEO 

India has contributed towards the EU's satellite navigation system. 
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Chapter 11 

INDIA–AFRICA FORUM SUMMIT 
 

The India–Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) is the official platform for the African-Indian 
relations. IAFS will be held once in every three years. It was first held from April 4 to 
April 8, 2008 in New Delhi, India. It was the first such meeting between the heads of state 
and Government of India and 14 countries of Africa chosen by the African 
Union. Libya and Egypt's heads of state did not attend 

AGENDA 

Rising oil and food prices were the top concerns for the African and Indian leaders during 
the summit. 

TOPICS 

• agricultural sector 
• trade 
• industry and investment 
• peace and security 
• promotion of good governance and civil society 
• information and communication technology 

AFRICAN REPRESENTATION 

• Chairperson of the African Union (AU) 
• Chairperson of the AU Commission 
• Chairpersons of the eight recognised Regional Economic Communities (REC's) 
• Chairpersons of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) 
• Heads of State and Government Implementation Committee (HSIGC) 
• the five African NEPAD initiating countries 

2008 First India–Africa Forum Summit - New Delhi, India 

The first such summit was held from April 4 to April 8, 2008 in New Delhi, India. It was 
the first such meeting between the heads of state and Government of India and 14 
countries of Africa chosen by the African Union. Libya and Egypt's heads of state did not 
attend. 

2011 Second India–Africa Forum Summit - Addis Ababa  

ETHIOPIA 

The second summit was held at the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa, with India and 15 
African Countries participating. The leaders discussed significant aspects of the India-
Africa partnership with the objective of enhancing and widening its ambit for mutual 
benefit. 
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2015 THIRD INDIA–AFRICA FORUM SUMMIT - NEW DELHI 

The third summit in a rotation basis is held in New Delhi, India from 26-30 October 
2015. The 5 day summit started with consultations on official level followed by the Head of 
States/Governments level summit on 29 October 2015 with scheduled bilateral meetings 
on 30 October 2015. This was Modi Government's biggest diplomatic outreach involving 
delegates from a large number of African nations. 

Earlier the summit in a rotation basis was scheduled to be held in New Delhi, India in 
December 2014. But lately Syed Akbaruddin, the official spokesperson of Indian Foreign 
Ministry told the media that the scheduled summit postponed to 2015 and will include 
more no. of African leaders unlike previous two occasion where the event was restricted to 
only 10-15 African countries. In the largest-ever turnout of African leaders in India, at 
least 41 leaders-including South African president Jacob Zuma, Egyptian president Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi, Zimbabwe president Robert Mugabe and Nigerian President Muhammadu 
Buhari confirmed their presence in New Delhi for the India-Africa forum summit on 
October 6000. 
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Chapter 12 

INDIA AND THE UNITED NATIONS 

 

India was among the original members of the United Nations that signed the Declaration 
by United Nations at Washington, D.C. on 1944 October and also participated in 
the United Nations Conference on International Organization at San Francisco from 25 
April to 26 June 1945. As a founding member of the United Nations, India strongly 
supports the purposes and principles of the UN and has made significant contributions in 
implementing the goals of the Charter, and the evolution of the UN's specialised 
programmes and agencies. India has been a member of the UN Security Council for seven 
terms (a total of 14 years), with the most recent being the 2011–12 term. India is a 
member of G4, group of nations who back each other in seeking a permanent seat on the 
Security Council and advocate in favour of the reformation of the UNSC. India is also part 
of the G-77. India is a charter member of the United Nations and participates in all of 
its specialised agencies and organizations. India has contributed troops to United Nations 
peacekeeping efforts in Korea, Egypt and the Congo in its earlier years and in Somalia, 
Angola, Haiti, Liberia, Lebanon and Rwanda in recent years, and more recently in 
the South Sudan conflict. 

HISTORY 

 

 
1st Prime Minister of India Jawaharlal Nehru with President of the United Nations  

General Assembly Carlos P. Romulo in October 1949. Also seen Jawaharlal Nehru and  
V. K. Krishna Menon in United Nations in December 1956. 
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Indian Mission to the UN Headquarters in New York 

 
1st Prime Minister of IndiaJawaharlal Nehru  

at the UN General Assembly in 1948. 
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India was one of the original members of the League of Nations. In principle, only 
sovereign states can become UN members. However, although today all UN members are 
fully sovereign states, four of the original members (Belarus, India, the Philippines, 
and Ukraine) were not independent at the time of their admission. India signed 
the Declaration by United Nations on 1 January 1942 and was represented by Girija 
Shankar Bajpai who was the Indian Agent-General at the time. Afterwards the Indian 
delegation led by Sir Arcot Ramaswamy Mudaliar signed the United Nations Charteron 
behalf of India during the historic United Nations Conference on International 
Organization held in San Francisco, United States on 26 June 1945.Sir A. Ramaswamy 
Mudaliar later went on to serve as the first president of the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council. Technically, India was a founding member in October 1945, despite it 
being a British colony. India, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand and Australia were all 
British colonies but were given independent seats in the United Nations General 
Assembly. India gained full independence in 1947. 

Independent India viewed its membership at the United Nations as an important 
guarantee for maintaining international peace and security. India stood at the forefront 
during the UN's tumultuous years of struggle against colonialism and apartheid. India's 
status as a founding member of the Non-Aligned Movement and the Group of 77 cemented 
its position within the UN system as a leading advocate of the concerns and aspirations of 
developing countries and the creation of a more equitable international economic and 
political order. India was among the most outspoken critics of apartheid and racial 
discrimination in South Africa, being the first country to have raised the issue in the UN 
(in 1946). 

ACTIVITIES 

UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

 

Prime Minister Modi addressing the UN General Assembly, 2014 
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India was a founding member of the United Nations, joining in October 1945, two years 
before acquiring independence from the British Raj. By 1946, India had started raising 
concerns regarding colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination. From early 1947–48, 
India took an active part in Drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Dr 
(Mrs). Hansa Mehta, a Gandhian political activist and social worker who led the Indian 
delegation, had made important contributions in drafting of the Declaration, especially 
highlighting the need for reflecting gender equality by changing the language of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights from 'all men are created equal' (Eleanor 
Roosevelt's preferred phrase) to 'all human beings'. 

In 1953, the chief delegate of India at the time, Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit was elected the 
first woman President of the UN General Assembly. India supported the struggle towards 
global disarmament and the ending of the arms race, and towards the creation of a more 
equitable international economic order. India had a mediatory role in resolving the 
stalemate over prisoners of war in Korea contributing to the signing of 
the armistice ending the Korean War in 1953. India chaired the five-member Neutral 
Nations Repatriation Commission while the Indian Custodian Force supervised the 
process of interviews and repatriation that followed. India then went on to chair the three 
international commissions for supervision and control for Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos 
established by the 1954 Geneva Accords on Indochina. India also had an active role to play 
in the Suez Crisis in 1956 with the role of Nehru, both as Indian Prime minister and a 
leader of the Non-Aligned Movement being significant. Indian historian Inder Malhotra 
wrote that "Now Nehru—who had tried to be even-handed between the two sides—
denounced Anthony Eden (the then British Prime Minister) and co-sponsors of the 
aggression vigorous. He had a powerful, if relatively silent, ally in the US 
president Dwight D. Eisenhower who went to the extent of using America's clout in the 
IMF to make Eden and Mollet (the then French Prime Minister) behave". 

Charter provisions on Non-Self-Governing Territories were given a new thrust when the 
UN adopted the landmark 1960 Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples which was co-sponsored by India. The following year, the Special 
Committee on the Implementation of the Declaration on Decolonization was established to 
study, investigate and recommend action to bring an end to colonialism, it was chaired by 
India for the first time. India played a leading role in the formation of a Sub-Committee 
against Apartheid set up by the General Assembly. When the Convention on Elimination 
of all forms of Racial Discrimination was adopted in 1965, India was among the earliest 
signatories, however it does not recognise competence under article 14 and it does not 
consider itself bound by article 22. 

India also played a prominent role in articulating the economic concerns of developing 
countries in such UN-sponsored conferences as the triennial UN Conference on Trade and 
Development and the 1992 Conference on the Environment and Development in Rio de 
Janeiro.  

It has been an active member of the Group of 77, and later the core group of the G-
15 nations. Other issues, such as environmentally sustainable development and the 
promotion and protection of human rights, have also been an important focus of India's 
foreign policy in international forums. 
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UN SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTIVITIES DURING 1947-1962 

Despite its anti-status quo stand on many global issues, India's attitude toward the basic 
structure of the UN was fundamentally conservative. It accepted the organization and 
distribution of power in the UN, as both a guarantee of Indian sovereignty and as a check 
on the numerical superiority of the U.S. and its western coalition. India supported the 
charter provisions for a Security Council veto for the great powers, opposed the U.S. 
initiative to circumvent the veto through the Uniting for Peace Resolution, 
dismissed Hammarskjöld's notion of a "UN presence" as interventionist and opposed all 
efforts to conduct UN directed plebiscites as tests of opinion. 

India's procedural conservatism was based both on its commitment to national sovereignty 
and its desire to protect Indian interests. Its experience with the UN had not always been 
positive. In the early years after independence, a whole range of issues, which had their 
origins in the partition of the Indian subcontinent between India and Pakistan, came 
before the UN. These issues included the disputed princely states 
of Junagadh, Hyderabad and Kashmir, which were ultimately incorporated into the 
Indian Union through the use of military force. 

The most persistent of these disputes was the Kashmir conflict. Nehru's faith in the UN 
and adherence to its principles proved costly on some occasions due to the power play 
inherent in the organization. This was seen by his decision to refer Pakistan's intervention 
('invasion') in disputed Kashmir to the UN Security Council in January 1948. The United 
Kingdom, which was hoping to avoid being seen as unfriendly to a Muslim state after 
the creation of Israel, used pressure tactics on its allies France, Canada and the US to 
support the Pakistani viewpoint that Kashmir's accession to India was disputable and had 
to be put to the test of a plebiscite. Nehru's hope that the UN would unconditionally 
instruct Pakistan to vacate the one-third portion of Kashmir that the Pakistani tribesmen 
and army had occupied fell flat in the face of geopolitical manoeuvrings and cross-issue 
linkage. To this day, Indian strategic commentators and critics of Nehru bemoan his 
cardinal mistake of taking the Kashmir dispute to a UN that was packed with pro-
Pakistani partisan powers. According to columnist Brahma Chellaney, 'Nehru did not 
appreciate that the UN was an institution of power politics, not an impartial police 
force'. As if a double reminder were needed that India was small fry in a UN dominated by 
crafty Great Powers divided into two ideological camps, New Delhi was disappointed to 
find that Security Council members the US, United Kingdom and France tried to prevent 
it from forcibly absorbing the Portuguese colony of Goa in 1961.But for the Soviet veto in 
favour of India, Goa could have become enmeshed in another Kashmir-like stalemate for 
decades, buffeted by the changing winds of Great Power alignments and preferences that 
were paralysing and hijacking the UN. 

Overall the period from 1947-1962 was marked by India's active interest in all UN 
activities under the leadership of V. K. Krishna Menon who was the Indian Ambassador to 
the United Nations from 1952-1962. Indian leadership and peacekeeping roles in the UN 
brought it considerable recognition and global standing. 
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THE LOW PROFILE PHASE FROM 1962-1976 

India's defeat in the Sino-Indian War came as a grave shock in comparison to its global 
aspirations and recognition. Large scale hostilities and military reverses dealt a 
shattering blow to its self-confidence and pride. India was obliged to turn towards the west 
for military and political support. Following the conflict with China, India became 
involved in two wars with Pakistan and entered a period of political instability, economic 
stagnation, food shortages and near-famine conditions. India's role diminished in the UN 
which came both as a result of its image and a deliberate decision by the post-Nehru 
political leadership to adopt a low profile at the UN and speak only on vital Indian 
interests. This change in policy was implemented during the 1965 debate on Kashmir in 
the Security Council when Indian Foreign Minister Swaran Singh dramatically stormed 
out of the session in response to the intemperate language of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, 
Pakistan's Foreign Minister. In his book "India's Changing Role in the United 
Nations" Stanley Kochanek shows how 'bilateralismbecame the guiding principle of Indian 
foreign policy', relegating the UN to just an 'arena for maintaining such contacts'. Further 
the Soviet Union's backing became far more important than a slow and indecisive UN 
Security Council when India obtained its greatest strategic victory by breaking up 
Pakistan into two and carving out independent Bangladesh in 1971. 

In 1974, India tested its first nuclear device, the aftermath of which resulted in a nuclear 
embargo by US and Canada. Soon after the UN's non-proliferation agenda became another 
irritant that forced New Delhi to view some units of the organization with distaste as 
fronts for imposing discriminatory regimes instead of promoting universal 
disarmament. From the very beginning it has refused to lend its support to the Nuclear 
Non-proliferation Treaty with India's then External Affairs Minister and 
later President, Pranab Mukherjee in a visit to Tokyo in 2007 commenting that: "If India 
did not sign the NPT, it is not because of its lack of commitment for non-proliferation, but 
because we consider NPT as a flawed treaty and it did not recognise the need for universal, 
non-discriminatory verification and treatment." In short, the 1960s as a whole saw major 
changes in the global system but a general decline in UN activities. 

ACTIVITIES SINCE 1976 

From January 2011 to January 2013, India was a non permanent member of the UN 
Security Council. According to Rejaul Karim Laskar, a scholar of India's foreign policy, as 
a non-permanent member from January 2011 to January 2013, India played a crucial role 
on important international issues with a view to promote international peace and security 
as well as India's own national security. 

SEEKING OF PERMANENT SEAT IN UNSC 

India has been seeking a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council as a 
member of the G4, an organization composed of Brazil, Germany, Japan, and India, all 
who are currently seeking permanent representation. The Russian Federation, United 
States, United Kingdom and France support India and the other G4 countries gaining 
permanent seats. 
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India has been elected seven times to the UN Security Council, tied with Colombia and Pakistan.  
Only three countries have served longer: Japan, Brazil, and Argentina. 

 

According to the G4 proposal, the UN Security Council should be expanded beyond the 
current fifteen members to include twenty-five members. If this actually happens, it would 
be the first time permanent Security Council status is extended to a South Asian nation 
and supporters of the G4 plan suggest that this will lead to greater representation of 
developing nations rather than the current major powers. 

India makes a number of claims to justify its demand. India has the world's second largest 
population and is the world's largest liberal democracy. It is also the world's seventh 
largest economyand third largest in terms of purchasing power parity as of 2014. India is 
the third largest contributor of troops to United Nations peacekeeping missions with 7,860 
personnel deployed with ten UN Peacekeeping Missions as of 2014 after Bangladesh and 
Pakistan, all three nations being in South Asia. India has contributed nearly 160,000 
troops, the largest number from any country, participated in more than 43 missions and 
156 Indian peacekeepers have made the supreme sacrifice while serving in UN missions. 
India has also provided and continues to provide eminent Force Commanders for UN 
Missions. Although the U.S. and other permanent Council members were not very 
supportive of expanding the Security Council, in his visit to India, US President Barack 
Obama has offered his support for India to become a permanent member of the Council. 
However, the reaction from other Council members are not very clear, particularly from 
China. Thus it is uncertain whether the demands by G4 nations will be implemented 
anytime soon. In September 2017, U.S. Representatives Ami Bera and Frank 
Pallone introduced a resolution (H.Res.535) in the US House of Representatives (115th 
United States Congress), seeking support for India for a permanent membership of 
the United Nations Security Council. 

OTHERS 

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

From 1945 to present, a total of 3 members from India have been appointed as Judges of 
the International Court of Justice, the primary judicial branch of the United Nations. 
Moreover, Nagendra Singh was appointed as the President from 1985 to 1988. In addition, 
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3 member have also served as Judges sitting ad hoc. Now India's supreme courts justice 
'Justice: Dalveer Bhandari' was appointed as the judge in international court . Justice 
Dalveer Bhanndari was studied in jnvu,jodhpur and served as judge in both high court 
and supreme court in india. 

UN AUDIT 

In November 2016, Vinod Rai was appointed as Chairman of UN Panel of External 
Auditors and Shashi Kant Sharma as Member of the United Nations Board of Auditor 
General. 

JOINT INSPECTION UNIT 

Joint Inspection Unit is the only independent external oversight body of the United 
Nations system mandated to conduct evaluations, inspections and investigations system-
wide. A Gopinathan currently serves as Chairman, since January 2013. He was re-
appointed to this post. 

MODEL UNITED NATIONS 

In 1996, the Cathedral Model United Nations was hosted by The Cathedral and John 
Connon School in Mumbai. Since then, schools in India started taking up Model United 
Nations as an activity in their school. 

PEACEKEEPING 

 
Indian Army doctors attend to a child in Congo 

INDIAN ARMY UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS 

So far India has taken part in 43 Peacekeeping missions with a total contribution 
exceeding 160,000 troops and a significant number of police personnel having been 
deployed. In 2014 India is the third largest troop contributor (TCC) with 7,860 personnel 
deployed with ten UN Peacekeeping Missions of which 995 are police personnel, including 
the first female formed Police Unit under the UN. The Indian Army has undertaken 
numerous UN peacekeeping missions. As of 30 June 2014, 157 Indians have been killed 
during such operations. The Indian army has also provided paramedical units to facilitate 
the withdrawal of the sick and wounded. 
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In service to the United Nations, Satish Nambiar was appointed as 1st Force Commander 
and Head of Mission of UNPROFOR and Jai Shanker Menon as Head of Mission and 
Force Commander of United Nations Disengagement Observer Force. 

According to UN estimates, India is currently the fourth-largest police-contributing 
country with 1,009 officers, and the third-largest contributor of female police officers. 

As of February 2017, 163 Indians have been killed while serving in UN peacekeeping 
operations. 

INITIATIVES 

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY 

On 11 December 2014, the United Nations General Assembly adopted without a vote a 
resolution commemorating 21 June as the International Yoga Day, recognising the holistic 
benefits of this timeless practice and its inherent compatibility with the principles and 
values of the United Nations. 

PLEA FOR INTERNATIONAL EQUALITY DAY 

In 2016, with focus on combating inequalities to achieve Sustainable Development 
Goals, B. R. Ambedkar's birth anniversary was observed at the United Nations for the 
first time. India has made a plea to declare April 14 as International Equality Day. 

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION 

For FY 2015-16, India's contribution to the United Nations 
was 2,440,000,000 (US$37 million), which was 55 per cent more compared with the 
previous fiscal. India is one of the main contributors to the UN regular budget.Indian 
contribution to United Nations Democracy Fund was USD 250 million for 2009. 

REPRESENTATION 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIA TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

India has a permanent mission to the UN, which is led by the Permanent 
Representative (UN Ambassador), currently Syed Akbaruddin, who was appointed in 
January 2016. 
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Chapter 13 

EAST ASIA SUMMIT 
 

The East Asia Summit (EAS) is a forum held annually by leaders of, initially, 16 countries 
in the East Asian, Southeast Asian and South Asian regions. Membership expanded to 18 
countries including the United Statesand Russia at the Sixth EAS in 2011. EAS meetings 
are held after annual ASEAN leaders' meetings. The first summit was held in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia on 14 December 2005. 

 
A session of the 10th East Asia Summit, 2015. 

HISTORY 

HISTORY PRIOR TO THE FIRST EAST ASIA SUMMIT 

The concept of an East Asia Grouping has significant history going back to an idea first 
promoted in 1991 by then Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad. 

The final report in 2002 of the East Asian Study Group, established by the ASEAN Plus 
Three countries, was based on an EAS involving ASEAN Plus Three, therefore not 
involving Australia, New Zealand, or India.The EAS as proposed was to be an ASEAN-led 
development, with the summit to be linked to ASEAN summit meetings. However, the 
issue was to which countries beyond those in ASEAN the EAS was to be extended. 

The decision to hold the EAS was reached during the 2004 ASEAN Plus Three summit 
and the initial 16 members determined at the ASEAN Plus Three Ministerial Meeting 
held in Laos at the end of July 2005. 

Credit for advancing the forum during the 2004 ASEAN Plus Three summit has been 
attributed to Malaysia. 
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ANNUAL SUMMIT 

# Date Country Host Host leader Note 

1st 

14 
December 
2005 

 Malaysia 
Kuala 
Lumpur 

Prime 
Minister Abdullah 
Ahmad Badawi 

Russia attended as a guest. 

2nd 

15 
January 
2007 

 Philippines Mandaue 

President Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo 

Rescheduled from 13 
December 2006. 
Cebu Declaration on East 
Asian Energy Security 

3rd 

21 
November 
2007 

 Singapore Singapore 

Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong 

Singapore Declaration on 
Climate Change, Energy and 
the Environment 
Agreed to establish Economic 
Research Institute for ASEAN 
and East Asia 

4th 

25 October 
2009  Thailand 

Cha-
am & Hua 
Hin 

Prime 
Minister Abhisit 
Vejjajiva 

Thailand was initially to host 
the Summit. It was announced 
in late October 2008 that the 
Summit would be shifted 
from Bangkok to Chiang 
Mai due to concerns about 
political unrest in Bangkok. 

5th 

30 October 
2010  Vietnam Hanoi 

President Nguyen 
Minh Triet 

The United States Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton and 
the Foreign Minister of 
Russia attended. The United 
States and Russia to join the 
Summit at the Sixth EAS. 

6th 

18–19 
November 
2011 

 Indonesia Bali 

President Susilo 
Bambang 
Yudhoyono 

The United 
States and Russia joined the 
Summit. 

7th 

19–20 
November 
2012 

 Cambodia 
Phnom 
Penh 

Prime Minister Hun 
Sen 

The ongoing tensions arising 
from the territorial disputes in 
the South China Sea and East 
China Sea overshadowed the 
effort to advance the trade and 
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economic arrangements 
between members of the 
Summit. 

8th 

9–10 
October 
2013 

 Brunei 
Bandar 
Seri 
Begawan 

Sultan Hassanal 
Bolkiah 

 

9th 

12–13 
November 
2014 

 Myanmar(Burma) Naypyidaw 

President Thein 
Sein 

 

10th 

21–22 
November 
2015 

 Malaysia 
Kuala 
Lumpur 

Prime 
Minister Najib 
Razak  

11th 

6–8 
September 
2016 

 Laos Vientiane 

Prime 
Minister Thongloun 
Sisoulith  

12th 

13–14 
November 
2017 

 Philippines Pasay  

President Rodrigo 
Duterte 

 

13th TBD 2018  Singapore 
Central 
Area 

Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong 

 

14th TBD 2019  Thailand TBD 

  

15th TBD 2020  Vietnam TBD 

  

 

EARLY SUMMITS 

Prior to the first meeting there was significant discussion as to which countries should be 
represented. At the time there were difficulties in the relationship between the "Plus 
Three" members (i.e. Japan, China and South Korea) of ASEAN Plus Three, and the 
perception that India and Australia and to a lesser extent New Zealand were present to 
balance the growing China power all meant the first meeting's achievements were limited. 
Russia expressed early interest in EAS membership and attended the first EAS as an 
observer at the invitation of 2005 EAS host Malaysia. 
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The next EAS was to be held on 13 December 2006 in Metro Cebu, Philippines. After the 
confidence building of the inaugural EAS the 2006 EAS will help to define the future role 
of the EAS, its relationship with ASEAN Plus Three and the involvement of Russia in 
EAS. However, in the face of Tropical Typhoon Utor the summit was postponed until 
January 2007. It was rescheduled for 15 January 2007, approximately a month after the 
original scheduled date. 

INTERNAL ISSUES 

Internal ASEAN issues were significant for the next Summits. The issues 
of Myanmar (Burma), following the 2007 Burmese anti-Government protests, and climate 
change were expected to be discussed at the Third EAS. Myanmar successfully blocked 
formal discussion of its internal affairs. 

The summit did issue the Singapore Declaration on Climate Change, Energy and the 
Environment. 

The Summit also agreed to the establishment of the Economic Research Institute for 
ASEAN and East Asia and to receive the final report on the Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership for East Asia at the Fourth EAS. 

The outcomes are summarised in the Chairman's Statement of the 3rd East Asia Summit 
Singapore, 21 November 2007. 

The Fourth EAS was significantly delayed and its location changed a number of times due 
to internal tensions in Thailand, the host nation. In the lead up to the summit there were 
several border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia. The summit however is said to be 
used as an opportunity for discussions on the sidelines between the respective nation's 
leaders. The summit was cancelled following protesters taking over the summit's venue on 
the day of the summit. It was rescheduled and held on 25 October 2009. The summit 
adopted statements on disaster relief and the Nalanda University. 

GROWTH OF THE SUMMIT 

After a period of review, the Summit grew from 16 to 18 nations by adding the United 
States and Russia to the Summit. Initially represented by their Foreign Ministers at the 
Fifth EAS, the two new members were invited to formally join with the Sixth EAS. 
Tensions between the members of the Summit continued to impede the members 
developing a more ambitious program. 

MEMBER NATIONS 

Countries 
Official Name 
in English 

Capital 
City 

Leader 
Position 

Head of 
Government 

Head of State 

 Australia 
Commonwealth 
of Australia 

Canberra 

Prime 
Minister of 
Australia 

Prime 
Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull 

Elizabeth II, Queen of 
Australia 
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 Brunei 
Nation of 
Brunei, Abode 
of Peace 

Bandar Seri 
Begawan 

Sultan of 
Brunei 

Hassanal Bolkiah, Sultan of Brunei 

 Cambodia 
Kingdom of 
Cambodia 

Phnom 
Penh 

Prime 
Minister of 
Cambodia  

Prime Minister Hun 
Sen 

Norodom 
Sihamoni, King of 
Cambodia 

 China 
People's 
Republic of 
China 

Beijing 

Premier of 
the People's 
Republic of 
China 

Premier Li Keqiang 
Xi Jinping, President of 
the People's Republic of 
China 

 India 
Republic of 
India 

New Delhi 

Prime 
Minister of 
India 

Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi 

Ram Nath 
Kovind, President of 
India 

 Indonesia 
Republic of 
Indonesia 

Jakarta 

President of 
Indonesia 

Joko Widodo, President of Indonesia 

 Japan Japan Tokyo 

Prime 
Minister of 
Japan  

Prime 
Minister Shinzō Abe 

Akihito, Emperor of 
Japan 

 Laos 
Lao People's 
Democratic 
Republic 

Vientiane 

Prime 
Minister of 
Laos 

Prime 
Minister Thongloun 
Sisoulith 

Bounnhang 
Vorachith, President of 
Laos 

 Malaysia Malaysia 
Kuala 
Lampur 

Prime 
Minister of 
Malaysia 

Prime 
Minister Najib 
Razak 

Muhammad V of 
Kelantan, Yang di-
Pertuan 
Agong (Monarch) 

 Myanmar 

Republic of the 
Union of 
Myanmar 

Naypyidaw 

President of 
Myanmar 

President Win 
Myint 

Win Myint, President of 
Myanmar 

 New 
Zealand 

New Zealand Wellington 

Prime 
Minister of 
New 

Prime 
Minister Jacinda 
Ardern 

Elizabeth II, Queen of 
New Zealand 
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Zealand 

 Philippines 
Republic of the 
Philippines 

Manila 

President of 
the 
Philippines 

Rodrigo Duterte, President of the Philippines 

 Russia 
Russian 
Federation 

Moscow 

President of 
Russia 

Prime 
Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev 

Vladimir 
Putin, President of 
Russia 

 Singapore 
Republic of 
Singapore 

Singapore 

Prime 
Minister 

Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong 

Halimah 
Yacob, President of 
Singapore 

 South 
Korea 

Republic of 
Korea 

Seoul 

President of 
South Korea 

Moon Jae-in, President of South Korea 

 Thailand 
Kingdom of 
Thailand 

Bangkok 

Prime 
Minister of 
Thailand 

Prime 
Minister Prayut 
Chan-o-cha 

Vajiralongkorn (Rama 
X), King of Thailand 

 United 
States 

United States of 
America 

Washington 
DC 

President of 
the United 
States  

Donald Trump, President of the United States 

 Vietnam 

Socialist 
Republic of 
Vietnam 

Hanoi 

Prime 
Minister of 
Vietnam 

Prime 
Minister Nguyễn 
Xuân Phúc 

Trần Đại 
Quang, President of 
Vietnam 

ENERGY 

At the Second EAS the EAS members signed the Cebu Declaration on East Asian Energy 
Security, a declaration on energy security and biofuels, containing a statement for 
members to prepare non-binding targets. 

Trade and the Comprehensive Economic Partnership in East Asia (CEPEA) 

Trade is an important focus for the summit. 

As to trade and regional integration the following was noted in the Chair's report for 
the Second EAS: 

12. We welcomed ASEAN's efforts towards further integration and community building, 
and reaffirmed our resolve to work closely together in narrowing development gaps in our 
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region. We reiterated our support for ASEAN's role as the driving force for economic 
integration in this region. To deepen integration, we agreed to launch a Track To study on 
a Comprehensive Economic Partnership for East Asia (CEPEA) among EAS participants. 
We tasked the ASEAN Secretariat to prepare a time frame for the study and to invite all 
our countries to nominate their respective participants in it. 

We welcomed Japan's proposal for an Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East 
Asia (ERIA). 

The reality appears however that movement towards such a relationship is a long way-
off. Lee Kuan Yew has compared the relationship between Southeast Asia and India with 
that of the European Community and Turkey, and has suggested that a free-trade area 
involving Southeast Asia and India is 30 to 50 years away. 

The members of EAS agreed to study the Japanese proposed  Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership in East Asia (CEPEA). The Track Two report on CEPEA is due to be 
completed in mid-2008 and at the Third EAS it was agreed this would be considered at 
the Fourth EAS. 

As noted above the Second EAS welcomed the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN 
and East Asia (ERIA). It was subsequently announced that the ERIA would be established 
in November 2007 and confirmed at the Third EAS. 

The Declaration of the Fifth Anniversary of the East Asia Summit issued at the Fifth 
EAS provided the Summit declared: 

3. To redouble efforts to move progress and cooperation in the EAS further forward, 
including in the priority areas and in the promotion of regional integration through 
supporting the realisation of the ASEAN Community and such initiatives as the ASEAN 
Plus FTAs and other existing wider regional economic integration efforts including studies 
on East Asia Free Trade Area (EAFTA) and Comprehensive Economic Partnership in East 
Asia (CEPEA). India has launched several Look-East connectivity projects with China 
and ASEAN nations. 

EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY 

After the EAS was established the issue arose of whether any future East Asia 
Community would arise from the EAS or ASEAN Plus Three. Prior to the creation of the 
EAS it appeared that ASEAN Plus Three would take the role of community building in 
East Asia. 

Malaysia felt that it was still the case that the role of the community building fell to 
ASEAN Plus Three shortly before the second EAS despite "confusion". China apparently 
agreed whereas Japan and India felt the EAS should be the focus of the East Asian 
Community. 

After the first EAS the feasibility of EAS to have a community building role was 
questioned with Ong Keng Yong, the secretary-general of ASEAN being quoted as 
describing the EAS as little more than a "brainstorming forum". Nevertheless, 
the Chairman’s Press Statement for the Seventh ASEAN Plus Three Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting Kuala Lumpur, 26 July 2006 said 
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25. The Ministers welcomed the convening of the East Asia Summit as a forum for 
dialogue on broad strategic, political and economic issues of common interest with the aim 
of promoting peace, stability and economic prosperity in East Asia. In this respect, they 
recognized that the East Asia Summit could make a significant contribution to the 
achievement of the long-term goal of establishing an East Asian community. 

It appeared that over time following the first EAS the focus was less on whether the EAS 
has a role in community building to what the role and whether it was secondary to 
ASEAN Plus Three. By mid-2006 the Chinese news site Xinhua Net suggested the 
community would arise through a two-phase process with ASEAN Plus Three as the first 
phase and the EAS as the second phase. The China-India joint declaration of 21 November 
2006 linked, at paragraph 43, the EAS with the East Asian Community process. 

The concentric circle model of the community process with ASEAN at the centre, ASEAN 
Plus Three at the next band and the East Asia Summit at the outer band is supported by 
the Second Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation Building on the Foundations of 
ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation which said: 

III. Looking Forward to a Decade of Consolidation and Closer Integration (2007-2017) 
 
A. Defining the Objectives and Roles of the ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation in the 
Emerging Regional Architecture 

 
1. We reaffirmed that the ASEAN Plus Three Process would remain as the main vehicle 
towards the long-term goal of building an East Asian community, with ASEAN as the 
driving force. 

2. We recognised and supported the mutually reinforcing and complementary roles of the 
ASEAN Plus Three process and such regional fora as EAS, ARF, APEC and ASEM to 
promote East Asian community building. 

3. We reiterated that East Asian integration is an open, transparent, inclusive, and 
forward-looking process for mutual benefits and support internationally shared values to 
achieve peace, stability, democracy and prosperity in the region. Guided by the vision for 
durable peace and shared prosperity in East Asia and beyond, we will stand guided by 
new economic flows, evolving strategic interactions and the belief to continue to engage all 
interested countries and organisations towards the realisation of an open regional 
architecture capable of adapting to changes and new dynamism. 

On any view, community building is not a short term project. However, after the second 
EAS, the Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh was confident that the EAS would lead 
to an East Asia Community. China had also apparently accepted this was the case. 

If achieved the Comprehensive Economic Partnership for East Asia (CEPEA) would be a 
tangible first step in the community building process. The second EAS seems to have 
increased confidence in CEPEA but is still only a proposal. 

It has been suggested that as the EAS consists of an "anti-region" the prospects of it 
forming a community are less than likely. 
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THE RELATIONSHIP WITH ASEAN PLUS THREE 

The relationship between the EAS on one hand and ASEAN Plus Three on the other is 
still not clear. As discussed above, some countries are more supportive of the narrower 
ASEAN Plus Three grouping whereas others support the broader, more inclusive EAS. 
ASEAN Plus Three, which has been meeting since December 1997 has a history, including 
the Chiang Mai Initiative which appears to have led to the development of the Asian 
Monetary Unit. This may be significant for those advocating a broader role for EAS in the 
future. 

The tension between the groupings extends to the respective members' intentions towards 
future Free Trade Agreements with China and South Korea focused on ASEAN Plus Three 
and Japan on the broader EAS members. 

The 1997 Asian financial crisis had demonstrated the need for regional groupings and 
initiatives. It was during this time ASEAN Plus Three had commenced and it was also 
during this time that the East Asian caucus was being discussed. 

The EAS is just one regional grouping and some members down play its significance, the 
former Australian Prime Minister John Howard has stated that the EAS was secondary as 
a regional summit to APEC which has on his view a premier role. Not all members of the 
EAS, notably India, are members of APEC. However, as the EAS meetings are scheduled 
with the ASEAN Plus Three meetings (they both follow the annual ASEAN meetings) and 
all members of ASEAN Plus Three are members of EAS the ability of the two forums to 
remain relevant given the existence of the other remains in question. China has stated its 
preference for both EAS and ASEAN Plus Three to exist side-by-side. 

The relationship between APEC, ASEAN Plus Three and the EAS remained unresolved 
heading into the 2007 APEC meeting. Following the meeting the then Malaysian Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi described ASEAN Plus Three as the primary vehicle 
and implied APEC was the lesser of the three. At the same time a Malaysian commentator 
writing in a Singaporean newspaper described concentric circles for the three with ASEAN 
Plus Three at the centre and APEC at the outer, also suggested the Nikai Initiative, with 
its regional OECD like plans, might overtaking the remaining role for APEC. 

COUNTRIES JOINING THE SUMMIT PROCESS 

RUSSIA 

Russia participated in the first EAS as an observer at the invitation of 2005 host Malaysia 
and requested to become a member. Its request to become a future member received 
support from China and India. 

The membership of EAS was to be considered by ASEAN on a case by case 
basis. ASEAN decided to freeze new "membership" of EAS for the second and third 
summits. 

The status of potential future members was discussed in the Chairman's Statement of the 
16th ASEAN Summit (9 April 2010) in these terms: 

43. We recognized and supported the mutually reinforcing roles of the ASEAN+3 process, 
the East Asia Summit (EAS), and such regional forums as the ASEAN Regional Forum 
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(ARF), to promote the East Asian cooperation and dialogue towards the building of a 
community in East Asia. In this connection, we encouraged Russia and the US to deepen 
their engagement in an evolving regional architecture, including the possibility of their 
involvement with the EAS through appropriate modalities, taking into account the 
Leaders-led, open and inclusive nature of the EAS. 

ASEAN formally invited the United States and Russia to join the group from 2011. 

UNITED STATES 

Japan and India supported inclusion of the United States and Russia prior to their 
invitation to join the East Asia Summit. 

US President Barack Obama declared his country "an Asia Pacific nation" during his first 
year in office. Subsequently, US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton attended the Fifth 
EAS in October 2010 and President Obama attended the Sixth EAS in November 2011. 

ASEAN + 8 

In April and May 2010 it was discussed that the roles for Russia and the United States 
may be to create a new grouping "ASEAN + 8" including the East Asia Summit members 
together with the United States and Russia. ASEAN + 8 may not meet as regularly as the 
East Asia Summit due to the logistical difficulties in the United States President 
committing to an annual Asian meeting. Such a meeting could be held every two to three 
years to coincide with the APEC meeting occurring in Asia. 

POTENTIAL FUTURE MEMBERS 

EAST TIMOR AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

East Timor is a candidate ASEAN member seeking membership within five years (from 
2006) and Papua New Guinea has shown intention to join; presumably new members of 
ASEAN would also join the EAS. 

OTHER COUNTRIES AND GROUPINGS 

Over several years, especially shortly the commencement of the summits, other countries 
have been connected with the EAS. 

In 2006, Pakistan and Mongolia were proposed as future members by Malaysia. Mongolia 
was mentioned again by Vietnam, the then chair, in 2010. 

In 2007, Pakistan and Bangladesh were raised by Japan as possible members. 

In 2007, the European Union indicated it wishes to have a role as an observer. 

In 2008, the Arab League held talks and expressed its desire to have a role as an observer. 

In 2017, Sri Lanka and Maldives were proposed to be possible members of East Asia 
Summit. Prime minister of Canada Justin Trudeau attended as guest. He had arrived 
directly from the APEC 2017 summit held in Danang, Vietnam. 

  



104 

 

Chapter 14 

GROUP OF TWENTY (G20) 

The G20 (or G-20 or Group of Twenty) is an international forum for the Governments and 
Central Bank Governors from Argentina, Sustralia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, 
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, the Republic of Korea, the Russian 
Federation, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, the UInited Kingdom, the United States, 
and and the European Union, (plus Spain as a permanent guest member). Founded in 
1999, the G20 aims to discuss policy pertaining to the promotion of international financial 
stability. It seeks to address issues that go beyond the responsibilities of any one 
organization. The G20 Heads of Government or heads of statehave periodically conferred 
at summits since their initial meeting in 2008, and the group also hosts separate meetings 
of finance ministers and foreign ministers due to the expansion of its agenda in recent 
years. 

Membership of the G20 consists of 19 individual countries plus the European Union (EU). 
The EU is represented by the European Commission and by the European Central Bank. 
Collectively, the G20 economies account for around 85% of the gross world product (GWP), 
80% of world trade (or, if excluding EU intra-trade, 75%), two-thirds of the world 
population, and approximately half of the world land area. 

With the G20 growing in stature after its inaugural leaders' summit in 2008, its leaders 
announced on 25 September 2009 that the group would replace the G8 as the main 
economic council of wealthy nations. Since its inception, the G20's membership policies 
have been criticized by numerous intellectuals, and its summits have been a focus for 
major protests by left-wing groups and anarchists. 

The heads of the G20 nations met semi-annually at G20 summits between 2009 and 2010. 
Since the November 2011 Cannes summit, all G20 summits have been held annually. 

NAMES IN OTHER LANGUAGES 

• Afrikaans: Groep van Twintig, Groep van 20 
• Arabic: ،-./01245678920 9-  ,456789 ا; Majmueat al-eshryn, majmueat min 20 
• Bulgarian: Група от двадесет, група от 20, Grupa ot dvadeset, grupa ot 20 

• Simplified Chinese: 二十国集团，20国集团; Èrshí guó jítuán, 20 guó jítuán 

• Croatian: Grupa dvadeset, grupa od 20 
• Czech: Skupina dvacet, skupina 20 
• Danish: Gruppe af 20, Gruppe på 20 
• Dutch: Groep van Twintig, Groep van 20 
• English: Group of Twenty, Group of 20 
• Estonian: Kahekümne rühm, 20. rühm 
• Finnish: Ryhmä 20, ryhmä 20 
• French: Groupe des Vingt, Groupe de 20 
• German: Gruppe der Zwanzig, Gruppe der 20 
• Greek: Οµάδα είκοσι, οµάδα 20, Omáda eíkosi, omáda 20 
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• Hindi: 20 का समूह; bees ka samooh 

• Hungarian: Húsz csoport, 20-as csoport 
• Indonesian: Kelompok Dua Puluh, Kelompok 20 
• Irish: Grúpa Fiche, Fiche 20 
• Italian: Gruppo dei Venti 
• Japanese: G20, 主要20か国・地域; 'Syuyou nijikkakoku・Chiiki' 

• Korean:  ,  20; Geulub seumul, Geulub 20 

• Latvian: Divdesmit grupa, 20. grupa 
• Lithuanian: Dvidešimt grupė, 20 grupė 
• Luxembourgish: Grupp vun zwanzeg, Grupp vun 20 
• Maltese: Grupp ta 'Għoxrin, Grupp ta' 20 
• Polish: Grupa Dwadzieścia, grupa 20 
• Portuguese: Grupo de Vinte, Grupo de 20 
• Romanian: Grup de Douăzeci, un grup de 20 
• Russian: Группа двадцати, Группа 20, Gruppa dvadtsati, Gruppa 20 
• Slovak: Skupina dvadsiatich, skupina 20 
• Slovenian: Skupina Dvajset, skupina 20 
• Spanish: Grupo de Veinte, Grupo de los 20 
• Swedish: Grupp av Tjugo, Grupp av 20 
• Turkish: Yirmi Grup, 20 Grup 

HISTORY 

FOUNDING 

The G20 is the latest in a series of post–World War II initiatives aimed at international 
coordination of economic policy, which include institutions such as the "Bretton 
Woods twins", the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, and what is now 
the World Trade Organization. 

The G20 was foreshadowed at the Cologne Summit of the G7 in June 1999, and formally 
established at the G7 Finance Ministers' meeting on 26 September 1999 with an inaugural 
meeting on 15–16 December 1999 in Berlin. Canadian finance minister Paul Martin was 
chosen as the first chairman and German finance minister Hans Eichel hosted the 
inaugural meeting. 

A 2004 report by Colin I. Bradford and Johannes F. Linn of the Brookings 
Institution asserted the group was founded primarily at the initiative of Eichel, the 
concurrent chair of the G7. However, Bradford later described then-Finance Minister of 
Canada (and future Prime Minister of Canada) Paul Martin as "the crucial architect of the 
formation of the G-20 at finance minister level," and as the one who later "proposed that 
the G-20 countries move to leaders level summits." Canadian academic and journalistic 
sources have also identified the G20 a project initiated by Martin and then-US Treasury 
Secretary Larry Summers, as has Dawn Nakagawa of the Berggruen Institute. All 
acknowledge, however, that Germany and the United States played a key role in bringing 
their vision into reality. 
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Martin and Summers conceived of the G20 in response to the series of massive debt 
crises that had spread across emerging markets in the late 1990s, beginning with 
the Mexican peso crisis and followed by the 1997 Asian financial crisis, the 1998 Russian 
financial crisis, and eventually impacting the United States, most prominently in the form 
of the collapse of the prominent hedge fund Long-Term Capital Management in the 
autumn of 1998. It illustrated to them that in a rapidly globalizing world, the G7, G8, and 
the Bretton Woods system would be unable to provide financial stability, and they 
conceived of a new, broader permanent group of major world economies that would give a 
voice and new responsibilities in providing it. 

The G20 membership was decided by Eichel's deputy Caio Koch-Weser and Summers' 
deputy Timothy Geithner. According to the political economist Robert Wade: 

Geithner and Koch-Weser went down the list of countries saying, Canada in, Portugal out, 
South Africa in, Nigeria and Egypt out, and so on; they sent their list to the other G7 
finance ministries; and the invitations to the first meeting went out. 

EARLY TOPICS 

The G20's primary focus has been governance of the global economy. Summit themes have 
varied from year to year. The theme of the 2006 G20 ministerial meeting was "Building 
and Sustaining Prosperity". The issues discussed included domestic reforms to achieve 
"sustained growth", global energy and resource commodity markets, reform of the World 
Bank and IMF, and the impact of demographic changes due to an aging world population. 

In 2007, South Africa hosted the secretariat with Trevor A. Manuel, South African 
Minister of Finance as chairperson of the G20. 

In 2008, Guido Mantega, Brazil's Minister of Finance, was the G20 chairperson and 
proposed dialogue on competition in financial markets, clean energy, economic 
development and fiscal elements of growth and development. 

On 11 October 2008 after a meeting of G7 finance ministers, US President George W. 
Bush stated that the next meeting of the G20 would be important in finding solutions to 
the burgeoning economic crisis of 2008. 

SUMMITS 

The G20 Summit of the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors, who prepare 
the leaders' summit and implement their decisions, was created as a response both to 
the financial crisis of 2007–2010 and to a growing recognition that key emerging 
countrieswere not adequately included in the core of global economic discussion and 
governance. Additionally, the G20 Summits of heads of state or Government were held. 

After the 2008 debut summit in Washington, DC, G20 leaders met twice a year: in London 
and Pittsburgh in 2009, and in Toronto and Seoul in 2010. 

Since 2011, when France chaired and hosted the G20, the summits have been held only 
once a year. The 2016 summit was held in China, and 2017 summit was held 
in Hamburg, Germany. 
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A number of other ministerial-level G20 meetings have been held since 2010. Agriculture 
ministerial meetings were conducted in 2011 and 2012; meetings of foreign ministers were 
held in 2012 and 2013; trade ministers met in 2012 and 2014, and employment ministerial 
meetings have taken place annually since 2010. 

In March 2014, the Australian foreign minister Julie Bishop, as host of the 2014 G20 
summit in Brisbane, proposed to ban Russia from the summit over its role in the 2014 
Crimean crisis. The BRICS foreign ministers subsequently reminded Bishop that "the 
custodianship of the G20 belongs to all Member States equally and no one Member State 
can unilaterally determine its nature and character." 

In July 2017, Germany hosted the 2017 Summit. The 2018 Summit will be in 
Argentina, 2019 in Japan, and 2020 in Saudi Arabia. 

LIST OF SUMMITS 

CHAIR ROTATION 

To decide which member nation gets to chair the G20 leaders' meeting for a given year, all 
19 sovereign nations are assigned to one of five different groupings. Each group holds a 
maximum of four nations. This system has been in place since 2010, when South Korea, 
which is in Group 5, held the G20 chair. The table below lists the nations' groupings: 

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5 

  Australia 
  Canada 
  Saudi Arabia 
  United States 

  India 
  Russia 
  South Africa 
  Turkey 

  Argentina 
  Brazil 
  Mexico 

  France 
  Germany 
  Italy 
  United Kingdom 

  China 
  Indonesia 
  Japan 
  South Korea 

ORGANIZATION 

The G20 operates without a permanent secretariat or staff. The group's chair rotates 
annually among the members and is selected from a different regional grouping of 
countries. The chair is part of a revolving three-member management group of past, 
present and future chairs, referred to as the "Troika". The incumbent chair establishes a 
temporary secretariat for the duration of its term, which coordinates the group's work and 
organizes its meetings. The role of the Troika is to ensure continuity in the G20's work 
and management across host years. The current chair of the G20 is Argentina, which took 
over the chair on 1 December 2017. The 2017 chair was Germany, which hosted the 2017 
Summit in Hamburg. The 2019 chair will be Japan, which will host the 2019 G20 Osaka 
summit. 

PROPOSED PERMANENT SECRETARIAT 

In 2010, President of France Nicolas Sarkozy proposed the establishment of a permanent 
G20 secretariat, similar to the United Nations. Seoul and Paris were suggested as possible 
locations for its headquarters. Brazil and China supported the establishment of a 
secretariat, while Italy and Japan expressed opposition to the proposal. South 
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Korea proposed a "cyber secretariat" as an alternative. It has been argued that the G20 
has been using the OECD as a secretariat. 

LIST OF MEMBERS 

As of 2017 there are 20 members of the group. These include, at the leaders' summits, the 
leaders of 19 countries and of the European Union, and, at the ministerial-level meetings, 
the finance ministers and central bank governors of 19 countries and of the European 
Union. 

In addition each year, the G20's guests include Spain; the Chair of ASEAN; two African 
countries (the chair of the African Union and a representative of the New Partnership for 
Africa's Development) and a country (sometimes more than one) invited by the presidency, 
usually from its own region. The first of the tables below lists the member entities and 
their heads of Government, finance ministers and central bank governors. The second 
table lists relevant statistics such as population and GDP figures for each member, as well 
as detailing memberships of other international organisations, such as 
the G7, BRICS and MIKTA. Total GDP figures are given in millions of US dollars. In 
addition to these 20 members, the chief executive officers of several other international 
forums and institutions participate in meetings of the G20. These include the managing 
director and Chairman of the International Monetary Fund, the President of the World 
Bank, the International Monetary and Financial Committee and the Chairman of 
the Development Assistance Committee. 

The G20's membership does not reflect exactly the 19 largest national economies of the 
world in any given year. The organization states: 

In a forum such as the G20, it is particularly important for the number of countries 
involved to be restricted and fixed to ensure the effectiveness and continuity of its activity. 
There are no formal criteria for G20 membership and the composition of the group has 
remained unchanged since it was established. In view of the objectives of the G20, it was 
considered important that countries and regions of systemic significance for the 
international financial system be included. Aspects such as geographical balance and 
population representation also played a major part. 

All 19 member nations are among the top 33 economies as measured in GDP at nominal 
prices in a list published by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for 2014. Not 
represented by membership in the G20 are Switzerland (ranked 20th by the 
IMF), Nigeria (21), Taiwan (26), Norway (27), the United Arab 
Emirates (29), Iran (30), Colombia (31), and Thailand (32), even though they rank higher 
than some members. The Netherlands (17), Sweden (22), Poland (23), Belgium (25), 
and Austria (28) are included only as part of the EU, and not independently. Spain (14) is 
a permanent guest member. 

When the countries' GDP is measured at purchasing power parity (PPP) rates, all 19 
members are among the top 29 in the world for the year of 2014, according to the 
IMF. Iran (18), Taiwan (20), Nigeria (21), Thailand (22), Egypt (25), Pakistan (26), 
and Malaysia (28) are not G20 members, while Spain (16), Poland (23) and 
the Netherlands (27) are only included by virtue of being EU members.  
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However, in a list of average GDP, calculated for the years since the group's creation 
(1999–2008) at both nominal and PPP rates, only Spain, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Poland, 
Taiwan, Iran and Thailand appear above any G20 member in both lists simultaneously. 

Spain, being the 14th largest economy in the world and 5th in the European Union in 
terms of nominal GDP, has been a "permanent guest" of the organization, and the Spanish 
Government's policy is to not request official membership. A Spanish delegation has been 
invited to, and has attended, every G20 heads of state summit since the G20's inception. 

ROLE OF ASIAN COUNTRIES 

A 2011 report released by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) predicted that large Asian 
economies such as China and India would play a more important role in global economic 
governance in the future. The report claimed that the rise of emerging market economies 
heralded a new world order, in which the G20 would become the global economic steering 
committee. The ADB furthermore noted that Asian countries had led the global recovery 
following the late-2000s recession. It predicted that the region would have a greater 
presence on the global stage, shaping the G20's agenda for balanced and sustainable 
growth through strengthening intraregional trade and stimulating domestic demand. 

INVITES 

Typically, several participants that are not permanent members of the G20 are extended 
invitations to participate in the summits. Each year, the Chair of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations; the Chair of the African Union; and a representative of the New 
Partnership for Africa's Development are invited in their capacities as leaders of their 
organisations and as heads of Government of their home states. Additionally, the leaders 
of the Financial Stability Board, the International Labour Organization, the International 
Monetary Fund, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, 
the United Nations, the World Bank Groupand the World Trade Organization are invited 
and participate in pre-summit planning within the policy purview of their respective 
organisation. Spain is a permanent non-member invitee. 

Other invitees are chosen by the host country, usually one or two countries from its own 
region. For example, South Korea invited Singapore. International organisations which 
have been invited in the past include the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), 
the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision (BCBS), the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS), the Eurasian Economic Community (EAEC), the European Central 
Bank (ECB), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the Global Governance 
Group (3G) and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). Previously, the Netherlands had a 
similar status to Spain while the rotating presidency of the Council of the European 
Union would also receive an invitation, but only in that capacity and not as their own 
state's leader (such as the Czech premiers Mirek Topolánek and Jan Fischerduring the 
2009 summits). 

As of 2017, leaders from the following nations have been invited to the G20 summits : 
Azerbaijan, Benin, Brunei, Cambodia, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Guinea, Kazakhstan, Laos, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritania, Myanmar, 
the Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, the Philippines, Poland,  
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Senegal, Singapore, Spain, Switzerland, Thailand, the United Arab Emirates, Vietnam, 
and Zimbabwe. 

PERMANENT GUEST INVITEES 

Invitee Officeholder State Official title 

African Union (AU) Alpha Condé  Guinea 
President 
(Chairperson) 

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
Nguyễn Xuân 
Phúc 

 Vietnam 
Prime Minister 
(2017 host) 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

Rodrigo Duterte  Philippines 
President 
(2017 Chair) 

Lê Lương Minh  Vietnam 
Secretary-
General 

Financial Stability Board (FSB) Mark Carney 

 

Chairperson 

International Labour Organization (ILO) Guy Ryder 

 

Director General 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
Christine 
Lagarde 

 

Managing 
Director 

- Mariano Rajoy  Spain Prime Minister 

New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) Macky Sall  Africa 
President 
(Chair) 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) 

José Ángel Gurría 

 

Secretary-
General 

United Nations (UN) António Guterres 

 

Secretary-
General 
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Invitee Officeholder State Official title 

World Bank Group (WBG) Jim Yong Kim 

 

President 

World Trade Organization (WTO) Roberto Azevêdo 

 

Director General 

G20 AGENDA 

FINANCIAL FOCUS 

The initial G20 agenda, as conceived by US, Canadian and German policy makers, was 
very much focused on the sustainability of sovereign debt and global financial stability, in 
an inclusive format that would bring in the largest developing economies as equal 
partners. During a summit in November 2008, the leaders of the group pledged to 
contribute trillions to international finance organizations, including the World Bank and 
IMF, mainly for reestablishing the global financial system. 

Since inception, the recurring themes covered by G20 summit participants have related in 
priority to global economic growth, international trade and financial market regulation. 

INCLUSIVE GROWTH 

After the adoption of the UN Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris Climate 
Agreement in 2015, more "issues of global significance" were added to the G20 agenda: 
migration, digitisation, employment, healthcare, the economic empowerment of women 
and development aid. 

INTERRELATED THEMES 

Wolfgang Schäuble, German Federal Minister of Finance, has insisted on the 
interconnected nature of the issues facing G20 nations, be they purely financial or 
developmental, and the need to reach effective, cross-cutting policy measures: 
"Globalization has lifted hundreds of millions out of poverty, but there is also a growing 
rise in frustration in some quarters […] development, [national] security and migration 
are all interlinked" 

CRITICISMS 

EXCLUSIVITY OF MEMBERSHIP 

Although the G20 has stated that the group "economic weight and broad membership 
gives it a high degree of legitimacy and influence over the management of the global 
economy and financial system," its legitimacy has been challenged. A 2011 report for 
the Danish Institute for International Studies, criticised the G20's exclusivity, 
highlighting in particular its under-representation of the African continent and the G20's 
practice of inviting observers from non-member states as a mere "concession at the 
margins", which does not grant the organisation representational legitimacy. With respect 
to the membership issue, U.S. President Barack Obama noted the difficulty of pleasing 
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everyone: "everybody wants the smallest possible group that includes them. So, if they're 
the 21st largest nation in the world, they want the G21, and think it's highly unfair if they 
have been cut out." Others stated in 2011 that the exclusivity is not an insurmountable 
problem, and proposed mechanisms by which it could become more inclusive. 

NORWEGIAN PERSPECTIVE 

 
Then–Norwegian foreign minister Jonas Gahr Størecharacterized  

the G20 in 2010 as a new "Congress of Vienna". 

In a 2010 interview with Der Spiegel, the Norwegian foreign minister Jonas Gahr 
Støre called the G20 "one of the greatest setbacks since World War II." Although Norway 
is a major developed economy and the seventh-largest contributor to UN international 
development programs, it is not a member of the EU, and thus is not represented in the 
G20 even indirectly. Norway, like the other 173 nations not among the G-20, has little or 
no voice within the group. Støre characterized the G20 as a "self-appointed group", 
arguing that it undermines the legitimacy of international organizations set up in the 
aftermath of World War II, such as the IMF, World Bank and United Nations: 

The G20 is a self-appointed group. Its composition is determined by the major countries 
and powers. It may be more representative than the G7 or the G8, in which only the 
richest countries are represented, but it is still arbitrary.  

We no longer live in the 19th century, a time when the major powers met and redrew the 
map of the world. No one needs a new Congress of Vienna. 

Norway, under the Government of Erna Solberg, attended the 2017 G20 Summit in 
Hamburg, Germany. 
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SPANISH POSITION ON MEMBERSHIP 

As previously stated, the Spanish Government's policy is to not request official 
membership. Despite being hit hard by the economic crisis after 2008, Spain is still the 
world's fourteenth largest economy by nominal GDP (the 5th in the European Union) 
and sixteenth largest by purchasing power parity, clearly exceeding the numbers of 
several current members of the G20 such as Argentina or South Africa. In addition, since 
the 1990s several Spanish companies have gained multinational status, often expanding 
their activities in culturally close Latin America, where Spain is the second biggest foreign 
investor after the United States and keeps an important influence. These facts have 
reinforced the idea that Spain should seek permanent membership of the G20. On the 
other hand, Spain, which is a European country, is not a representation of Latin America, 
therefore some observers think another country from South America should be included as 
well as Argentina. 

POLISH ASPIRATIONS 

Contrary to Spain, the Polish Government has repeatedly asked to join the G20. 

Before the 2009 G20 London summit, the Polish Government expressed an interest in 
joining with Spain and the Netherlands and condemned an "organisational mess" in which 
a few European leaders speak in the name of all the EU without legitimate authorisation 
in cases which belong to the European Commission. 

During a 2010 meeting with foreign diplomats, former Polish president Lech 
Kaczyński said: 

Polish economy is according to our data an 18th world economy. The place of my country is 
among the members of the G20. This is a very simple postulate: firstly – it results from 
the size of Polish economy, secondly – it results from the fact that Poland is the biggest 
country in its region and the biggest country that has experienced a certain story. That 
story is a political and economic transformation. 

In 2012 Forbes wrote that swapping Argentina for Poland should be considered, claiming 
that the Polish economy was headed toward a leadership role in Europe and its 
membership would be more legitimate. Similar opinions have been later expressed by 
American magazine Foreign Policy, Wall Street Journal and by Mamta Murthi from 
the World Bank. 

In 2014 consulting company Ernst & Young published its report about optimal members 
for G20. After analyzing trade, institutional and investment links Poland was included as 
one of the optimal members. 

G20 membership has been part of Poland's Law and Justice party and President Andrzej 
Duda political program. In March 2017, Deputy Prime Minister of Poland Mateusz 
Morawiecki took part in a meeting of G20 financial ministers in Baden-Baden as the first 
Polish representative. 

As of 2017, Poland's GDP is 483 billion dollars (less than Argentina's 620 billion dollars, 
more than South Africa's 326 billion dollars). 
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GLOBAL GOVERNANCE GROUP (3G) RESPONSE 

In June 2010, Singapore's representative to the United Nations warned the G20 that its 
decisions would affect "all countries, big and small", and asserted that prominent non-G20 
members should be included in financial reform discussions. Singapore thereafter took a 
leading role in organizing the Global Governance Group (3G), an informal grouping of 30 
non-G20 countries (including several microstates and many Third World countries) with 
the aim of collectively channelling their views into the G20 process more 
effectively.Singapore's chairing of the 3G was cited as a rationale for inviting Singapore to 
the November 2010 G20 summit in South Korea, as well as the 2011, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
2016 and the recently concluded 2017 summits. 

FOREIGN POLICY CRITIQUES 

The American magazine Foreign Policy has published articles condemning the G20, in 
terms of its principal function as an alternative to the supposedly exclusive G8. It 
questions the actions of some of the G20 members, and advances the notion that some 
nations should not have membership in the first place. Furthermore, with the effects of 
the Great Recession still ongoing, the magazine has criticized the G20's efforts to 
implement reforms of the world's financial institutions, branding such efforts as failed. 

WIDER CONCERNS 

The G20's prominent membership gives it a strong input on global policy despite lacking 
any formal ability to enforce rules. There are disputes over the legitimacy of the G20, and 
criticisms of its organisation and the efficacy of its declarations. 

The G20's transparency and accountability have been questioned by critics, who call 
attention to the absence of a formal charter and the fact that the most important G20 
meetings are closed-door. In 2001, the economist Frances Stewart proposed an Economic 
Security Council within the United Nations as an alternative to the G20. In such a 
council, members would be elected by the General Assembly based on their importance to 
the world economy, and the contribution they are willing to provide to world economic 
development. 

The cost and extent of summit-related security is often a contentious issue in the hosting 
country, and G20 summits have attracted protesters from a variety of backgrounds, 
including information activists, opponents of fractional-reserve banking and anti-
capitalists. In 2010, the Toronto G20 summit sparked mass protests and rioting, leading to 
the largest mass arrest in Canada's history. 
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Chapter 15 

SOUTH ASIAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR REGIONAL COOPERATION 

 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is the regional  
interGovernmental organization and geopolitical union of nations in South Asia.   

Its member states include Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, the Maldives,  
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. SAARC comprises 3% of the world's area, 21% of the world's 
population and 3.8% (US$2.9 trillion) of the global economy, as of 2015. 

SAARC was founded in Dhaka on 8 December 1985. Its secretariat is based 
in Kathmandu, Nepal. The organization promotes development of economic and regional 
integration. It launched the South Asian Free Trade Area in 2006. SAARC maintains 
permanent diplomatic relations at the United Nations as an observer and has developed 
links with multilateral entities, including the European Union. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 
A clickable Euler diagram showing the relationships  

between various Asian regional organisations 

 

The idea of co-operation in South Asia was discussed in at least three conferences: 
the Asian Relations Conference held in New Delhi on April 1947; the Baguio Conference in 
the Philippines on May 1950; and the ColomboPowers Conference held in Sri Lanka in 
April 1954. 
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In the ending years of the 1970s, the seven inner South Asian nations that 
included Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka agreed 
upon the creation of a trade bloc and to provide a platform for the people of South Asia to 
work together in a spirit of friendship, trust, and understanding. President Ziaur 
Rahman later addressed official letters to the leaders of the countries of the South Asia, 
presenting his vision for the future of the region and the compelling arguments for 
region. During his visit to India in December 1977, Rahman discussed the issue of regional 
cooperation with the Indian Prime Minister, Morarji Desai. In the inaugural speech to the 
Colombo Plan Consultative Committee which met in Kathmandu also in 1977, King 
Birendra of Nepal gave a call for close regional cooperation among South Asian countries 
in sharing river waters. After the USSR's intervention in Afghanistan, the efforts to 
establish the union was accelerated in 1979 and the resulting rapid deterioration of South 
Asian security situation. Responding to Rahman and Birendra's convention, the officials of 
the foreign ministries of the seven countries met for the first time in Colombo in April 
1981. The Bangladeshi proposal was promptly endorsed by Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, and 
the Maldives but India and Pakistanwere sceptical initially. The Indian concern was the 
proposal’s reference to the security matters in South Asia and feared that Rahman's 
proposal for a regional organisation might provide an opportunity for new smaller 
neighbours to renationalise all bilateral issues and to join with each other to form an 
opposition against India. Pakistan assumed that it might be an Indian strategy to 
organise the other South Asian countries against Pakistan and ensure a regional market 
for Indian products, thereby consolidating and further strengthening India’s economic 
dominance in the region. 

However, after a series of diplomatic consultations headed by Bangladesh between South 
Asian U.N. representatives at the UN headquarters in New York, from September 1979 to 
1980, it was agreed that Bangladesh would prepare the draft of a working paper for 
discussion among the foreign secretaries of South Asian countries. The foreign secretaries 
of the inner seven countries again delegated a Committee of the Whole in Colombo on 
September 1981, which identified five broad areas for regional cooperation. New areas of 
co-operation were added in the following years. 

In 1983, the international conference held in Dhaka by its Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
foreign ministers of the inner seven countries adopted the Declaration on South Asian 
Association Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and formally launched the Integrated 
Programme of Action (IPA) initially in five agreed areas of cooperation namely, 
Agriculture; Rural Development; Telecommunications; Meteorology; and Health and 
Population Activities. 

Officially, the union was established in Dhaka with Kathmandu being union's secretariat-
general. The first SAARC summit was held in Dhaka on 7–8 December 1985 and hosted 
by the President of Bangladesh Hussain Ershad.  

The declaration signed by King of Bhutan Jigme Singye Wangchuk, President of 
Pakistan Zia-ul-Haq, Prime Minister of India Rajiv Gandhi, King of Nepal Birendra 
Shah, President of Sri Lanka JR Jayewardene, and President of Maldives Maumoon 
Gayoom. 
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MEMBERS AND OBSERVERS 

Economic data is sourced from the International Monetary Fund, current as of April 2015, 
and is given in US dollars. 

Members 

SAARC was founded by seven states in 1985. In 2005, Afghanistan began negotiating 
their accession to SAARC and formally applied for membership on the same year. The 
issue of Afghanistan joining SAARC generated a great deal of debate in each member 
state, including concerns about the definition of South Asian identity because Afghanistan 
is a Central Asian country. 

The SAARC member states imposed a stipulation for Afghanistan to hold a general 
election; the non-partisan elections were held in late 2005. Despite initial reluctance and 
internal debates, Afghanistan joined SAARC as its eighth member state in April 2007. 

OBSERVERS 

States with observer status include Australia, China, the European Union, Iran,  
Japan, Mauritius, Myanmar, South Korea and the United States. 

On 2 August 2006, the foreign ministers of the SAARC countries agreed in principle to 
grant observer status to three applicants; the US and South Korea (both made requests in 
April 2006), as well as the European Union (requested in July 2006). On 4 March 2007, 
Iran requested observer status, followed shortly by Mauritius. 

POTENTIAL FUTURE MEMBERS 

Myanmar has expressed interest in upgrading its status from an observer to a full 
member of SAARC. Russia has applied for observer status membership of 
SAARC. Turkey applied for observer status membership of SAARC in 2012. South 
Africahas participated in meetings. 

SECRETARIAT 

 
Secretariat of the South Asian Association for  
Regional Cooperation in Kathmandu, Nepal 
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The SAARC Secretariat was established in Kathmandu on 16 January 1987 and was 
inaugurated by Late King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah of Nepal. 

REGIONAL CENTRES 

The SAARC Secretariat is supported by following Regional Centres established in the 
Member States to promote regional co-operation. These Centres are managed by 
Governing Boards comprising representatives from all the Member States, SAARC 
Secretary-General and the Ministry of Foreign/External Affairs of the Host Government. 
The Director of the Centre acts as Member Secretary to the Governing Board which 
reports to the Programming Committee. After 31 December 2015, there 6 regional centers 
were stopped by unanimous decision. These are SMRC, SFC, SDC, SCZMC, SIC, SHRDC. 

Regional Centre Location Country Website 

SAARC Agricultural Centre (SAC) Dhaka Bangladesh 
Official 
website 

SAARC Meteorological Research Centre (SMRC) Dhaka Bangladesh 

 

SAARC Forestry Centre (SFC) Thimphu Bhutan 

 

SAARC Development Fund (SDF) Thimphu Bhutan 
Official 
website 

SAARC Documentation Centre (SDC) New Delhi India 

 

SAARC Disaster Management Centre (SDMC) Gandhinagar India 
Official 
website 

SAARC Coastal Zone Management Centre (SCZMC) Malé Maldives 

 

SAARC Information Centre (SIC) Kathmandu Nepal 

 

SAARC Tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS Centre (STAC) Kathmandu Nepal 
Official 
website 
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SAARC Human Resources Development Centre 
(SHRDC) 

Islamabad Pakistan 

 

SAARC Energy Centre (SEC) Islamabad Pakistan 
Official 
website 

SAARC Cultural Centre (SCC) Colombo Sri Lanka 
Official 
website 

APEX AND RECOGNISED BODIES 

SAARC has six Apex Bodies, they are- 

• SAARC Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SCCI), 
• South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARCLAW), 
• South Asian Federation of Accountants (SAFA), 
• South Asia Foundation (SAF), 
• South Asia Initiative to End Violence Against Children (SAIEVAC), 
• Foundation of SAARC Writers and Literature (FOSWAL) 

Amjad Hussain B Sial is the current Secretary General of SAARC. 

SAARC also has about 17 recognised bodies. 

POLITICAL ISSUES 

Lasting peace and prosperity in the Indian subcontinent has been elusive because of the 
various ongoing conflicts in the region. Political dialogue is often conducted on the margins 
of SAARC meetings which have refrained from interfering in the internal matters of its 
member states. During the 12th and 13th SAARC summits, extreme emphasis was laid 
upon greater cooperation between the SAARC members to fight terrorism. 

The 19th SAARC summit scheduled to be held in Pakistan was called off 
as India, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Afghanistan decided to boycott it. It was for the first 
time that four countries boycotted a SAARC summit, leading to its cancellation. 

SOUTH ASIAN FREE TRADE AREA 

SAFTA was envisaged primarily as the first step towards the transition to a South Asian 
Free Trade Area (SAFTA) leading subsequently towards a Customs Union, Common 
Market and the Economic Union. In 1995, Sixteenth session of the Council of Ministers 
(New Delhi, 18–19 December 1995) agreed on the need to strive for the realisation of 
SAFTA and to this end an Inter-Governmental Expert Group (IGEG) was set up in 1996 to 
identify the necessary steps for progressing to a free trade area. The Tenth SAARC 
Summit (Colombo, 29–31 July 1998) decided to set up a Committee of Experts (COE) to 
draft a comprehensive treaty framework for creating a free trade area within the region, 
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taking into consideration the asymmetries in development within the region and bearing 
in mind the need to fix realistic and achievable targets. 

The SAFTA Agreement was signed on 6 January 2004 during Twelfth SAARC Summit 
held in Islamabad, Pakistan. The Agreement entered into force on 1 January 2006, and 
the Trade Liberalisation Programme commenced from 1 July 2006. Under this agreement, 
SAARC members will bring their duties down to 20 percent by 2009. Following the 
Agreement coming into force the SAFTA Ministerial Council (SMC) has been established 
comprising the Commerce Ministers of the Member States. In 2012 the SAARC exports 
increased substantially to US$354.6 billion from US$206.7 billion in 2009. Imports too 
increased from US$330 billion to US$602 billion over the same period. But the intra-
SAARC trade amounts to just a little over 1% of SAARC's GDP. In contrast, 
in ASEAN (which is actually smaller than SAARC in terms of the size of the economy) the 
intra-bloc trade stands at 10% of its GDP. 

SAFTA was envisaged to gradually move towards South Asian Economic Union, but the 
current intra-regional trade and investment relation are not encouraging and it may be 
difficult to achieve this target. The SAARC intra-regional trade stands at just five per cent 
on the share of intra-regional trade in overall trade in South Asia. Similarly, foreign direct 
investment is also dismal. The intra-regional FDI flow stands at around four per cent of 
the total foreign investment. 

The Asian Development Bank has estimated that inter-regional trade in SAARC region 
possessed potential of shooting up agricultural exports by $14 billion per year from 
existing level of $8 billion to $22 billion.The study by Asian Development Bank states that 
against the potential average SAARC intra-regional trade of $22 billion per year, the 
actual trade in South Asia has been only around $8 billion. The uncaptured potential for 
intra-regional trade is therefore $14 billion per year, i.e. 68%. 

SAARC VISA EXEMPTION SCHEME 

The SAARC Visa Exemption Scheme was launched in 1992. The leaders at the Fourth 
Summit (Islamabad, 29–31 December 1988), realizing the importance of people-to-people 
contact among SAARC countries, decided that certain categories of dignitaries should be 
entitled to a Special Travel document. The document would exempt them from visas 
within the region. As directed by the Summit, the Council of Ministers regularly kept 
under review the list of entitled categories. Currently, the list included 24 categories of 
entitled persons, which include dignitaries, judges of higher courts, parliamentarians, 
senior officials, entrepreneurs, journalists, and athletes. The Visa Stickers are issued by 
the respective Member States to the entitled categories of that particular country. The 
validity of the Visa Sticker is generally for one year. The implementation is reviewed 
regularly by the Immigration Authorities of SAARC Member States. 

AWARDS 

SAARC Award 

The Twelfth Summit approved the SAARC Award to support individuals and 
organisations within the region. The main aims of the SAARC Award are: 
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• To encourage individuals and organisations based in South Asia to undertake 
programmes and activities that complement the efforts of SAARC 

• To encourage individuals and organisations in South Asia contributing to bettering the 
conditions of women and children 

• To honour outstanding contributions and achievements of individuals and 
organisations within the region in the fields of peace, development, poverty alleviation, 
environment protection and regional cooperation 

• To honour any other contributions and achievement not covered above of individuals 
and organisations in the region. 

The SAARC Award consists of a gold medal, a letter of citation, and cash prize of US 
$25,000 (₹15 lakhs). Since the institution of the SAARC Award in 2004, it has been 
awarded only once and the Award was posthumously conferred upon the late 
President Ziaur Rahman of Bangladesh. 

SAARC LITERARY AWARD 
 

 
Recipients of SAARC Literary Award 2013 

The SAARC Literary Award is an annual award conferred by the Foundation of SAARC 
Writers and Literature (FOSWAL) since 2001 which is an apex SAARC body. Shamshur 
Rahman, Mahasweta Devi, Jayanta Mahapatra, Abhi Subedi, Mark Tully, Sitakant 
Mahapatra, Uday Prakash, Suman Pokhrel and Abhay K are some of the prominent 
recipients of this award. 

Nepali poet, lyricist and translator Suman Pokhrel is the only poet/writer to get this 
award twice. 

SAARC YOUTH AWARD 

The SAARC Youth Award is awarded to outstanding individuals from the SAARC region. 
The award is notable because of the recognition it gives to the Award winner in the 
SAARC region. The award is based on specific themes which apply to each year. The 
award recognises and promotes the commitment and talent of the youth who give back to 
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the world at large through various initiatives such as Inventions, Protection of the 
Environment and Disaster relief. The recipients who receive this award are ones who have 
dedicated their lives to their individual causes to improve situations in their own countries 
as well as paving a path for the SAARC region to follow. The Committee for the SAARC 
Youth Award selects the best candidate based on his/her merits and their decision is final. 

Previous Winners: 

• 1997: Outstanding Social Service in Community Welfare – Mohammed Sukur Salek 
(Bangladesh) 

• 1998: New Inventions and Shanu — Najmul Hasnain Shah (Pakistan) 
• 2001: Creative Photography: South Asian Diversity – Mushfiqul Alam (Bangladesh) 
• 2002: Outstanding contribution to protect the Environment – Masil Khan (Pakistan) 
• 2003: Invention in the Field of Traditional Medicine – Hassan Sher (Pakistan) 
• 2004: Outstanding contribution to raising awareness of TB and/or HIV/AIDS – Ajij 

Prasad Poudyal (Nepal) 
• 2006: Promotion of Tourism in South Asia – Syed Zafar Abbas Naqvi (Pakistan) 
• 2008: Protecting the Environment in South Asia – Uswatta Liyanage Deepani 

Jayantha (Sri Lanka) 
• 2009: Outstanding contribution to humanitarian works in the aftermath of Natural 

Disasters – Ravikant Singh (India) 
• 2010: Outstanding contribution for the Protection of Environment and mitigation of 

Climate Change – Anoka Primrose Abeyrathne (Sri Lanka) 

ANTHEM 

SAARC does not have an official anthem like some other regional organisations (e.g. 
ASEAN). A poem by poet-diplomat Abhay Kumar spurred a search for a better SAARC 
anthem. Nepal's foreign minister has expressed the need for an SAARC anthem to connect 
SAARC nations. Nepal at the 18th summit in Kathmandu in November 2014 planned to 
introduce proposal for an SAARC Anthem in the agenda of summit when heads of all 
member states meet here. 

SECRETARIES-GENERAL OF SAARC 

# Name Country Took office Left office 

1 Abul Ahsan  Bangladesh 16 January 1985 15 October 1989 

2 Kant Kishore Bhargava  India 17 October 1989 31 December 1991 

3 Ibrahim Hussein Zaki  Maldives 1 January 1992 31 December 1993 
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4 Yadav Kant Silwal    Nepal 1 January 1994 31 December 1995 

5 Naeem U. Hasan  Pakistan 1 January 1996 31 December 1998 

6 Nihal Rodrigo  Sri Lanka 1 January 1999 10 January 2002 

7 Q. A. M. A. Rahim  Bangladesh 11 January 2002 28 February 2005 

8 Chenkyab Dorji  Bhutan 1 March 2005 29 February 2008 

9 Sheel Kant Sharma  India 1 March 2008 28 February 2011 

10 Fathimath Dhiyana Saeed  Maldives 1 March 2011 11 March 2012 

11 Ahmed Saleem  Maldives 12 March 2012 28 February 2014 

12 Arjun Bahadur Thapa    Nepal 1 March 2014 28 February 2017 

13 Amjad Hussain B Sial  Pakistan 1 March 2017 Incumbent 

SAARC SUMMITS 

No Date Country Host Host leader 

1st 7–8 December 1985 Bangladesh Dhaka Ataur Rahman Khan 

2nd 16–17 November 1986 India Bengaluru Rajiv Gandhi 

3rd 2–4 November 1987 Nepal Kathmandu Marich Man Singh Shrestha 

4th 29–31 December 1988 Pakistan Islamabad Benazir Bhutto 

5th 21–23 November 1990 Maldives Malé Maumoon Abdul Gayoom 
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6th 21 December 1991 Sri Lanka Colombo Ranasinghe Premadasa 

7th 10–11 April 1993 Bangladesh Dhaka Khaleda Zia 

8th 2–4 May 1995 India New Delhi P V Narasimha Rao 

9th 12–14 May 1997 Maldives Malé Maumoon Abdul Gayoom 

10th 29–31 July 1998 Sri Lanka Colombo Chandrika Kumaratunga 

11th 4–6 January 2002 Nepal Kathmandu Sher Bahadur Deuba 

12th 2–6 January 2004 Pakistan Islamabad Zafarullah Khan Jamali 

13th 12–13 November 2005 Bangladesh Dhaka Khaleda Zia 

14th 3–4 April 2007 India New Delhi Manmohan Singh 

15th 1–3 August 2008 Sri Lanka Colombo Mahinda Rajapaksa 

16th 28–29 April 2010 Bhutan Thimphu Jigme Thinley  

17th 10–11 November 2011 Maldives Addu  Mohammed Nasheed 

18th 26–27 November 2014 Nepal Kathmandu Sushil Koirala  

19th 9–10 November 2016 Pakistan Islamabad Cancelled 

20th TBA 

CURRENT LEADERS OF SAARC 

 

Afghanistan 
President Ashraf Ghani 
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Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 

 

Bhutan 
Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay 

 

India 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
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Maldives 
President Abdulla Yameen 

 

Nepal 
Prime Minister Khadga Prasad Oli 

 

Sri Lanka 
President Maithripala Sirisena 

 

Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi 
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Chapter 16 

INTERNATIONAL SOLAR ALLIANCE 

 

The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is an alliance of more than 121 countries, most of 
them being sunshine countries, which lie either completely or partly between the Tropic of 
Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. The primary objective of the alliance is to work for 
efficient exploitation of solar energy to reduce dependence on fossil fuels. This initiative 
was first proposed by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a speech in November 
2015 at Wembley Stadium, in which he referred to sunshine countries 
as Suryaputra ("Sons of the Sun"). The alliance is a treaty-based inter-Governmental 
organization. Countries that do not fall within the Tropics can join the alliance and enjoy 
all benefits as other members, with the exception of voting rights. 

The initiative was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the India Africa 
Summit, and a meeting of member countries ahead of the 2015 United Nations Climate 
Change Conference in Paris in November 2015. The framework agreement of the 
International Solar Alliance opened for signatures in Marrakech, Morocco in November 
2016, and 121 countries have joined. 

HEADQUARTERS 

It is to be headquartered in India. In January 2016, Narendra Modi, and the French 
President François Hollande jointly laid the foundation stone of the ISA Headquarters and 
inaugurated the interim Secretariat at the National Institute of Solar Energy (NISE) in 
Gwalpahari, Gurugram, India. The Indian Government has dedicated five acres of land on 
the NISE campus for its future headquarters; it also has contributed ₹1.75 
billion (US$27 million) to the fund to build a campus and for meeting expenditures for the 
first five years. 

The alliance is also called International Agency for Solar Policy and Application (IASPA). 

OBJECTIVE 

The focus is on solar power utilization. The launching of such an alliance in Paris also 
sends a strong signal to the global communities about the sincerity of the developing 
nations towards their concern about climate change and to switch to a low-carbon growth 
path. India has pledged a target of installing 100GW by 2022 and reduction in emission 
intensity by 33–35% by 2030 to let solar energy reach to the most unconnected villages 
and communities and also towards creating a clean planet. India's pledge to the Paris 
summit offered to bring 40% of its electricity generation capacity (not actual production) 
from non-fossil sources (renewable, large hydro, and nuclear) by 2030. it is based on world 
co operation. 

GEOGRAPHICAL IMPORTANCE 

The area of Earth located in between the Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn is 
called the tropical (torrid) zone. The points on the Tropic of Cancer are the northernmost 
points up to which the Sun can pass directly overhead. Similarly, the southernmost points 
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are on the Tropic of Capricorn which follow the same criteria. Location at the north of the 
Tropic of Cancer shows the Sun appearing at the south of the zenith. The sunniest 
countries of the world are on the African continent, ranging from Somalia- Horn of Africa-, 
east to Niger, west and north to Egypt. 

For India, the possible additional benefit from the alliance can be the strengthening ties 
and with the major African countries increase goodwill for India among them. 

COUNTRIES JOINED 

The alliance is a treaty-based inter-Governmental organization. The framework 
agreement of the International Solar Alliance opened for signatures 
in Marrakech, Morocco in November 2016, on the sidelines of the Marrakech Climate 
Change Conference (the twenty-second session of the Conference of the Parties, or COP 
22). On its first day (15 November), sixteen countries signed the Agreement: India, Brazil, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Dominican Republic, the Republic of Guinea,  
Mali; Nauru; Niger; Tanzania; Tuvalu; Cambodia; Ethiopia; BurkinaFaso; Bangladesh an
d Madagascar. By 17 November, Guinea Bissau, Fiji, France, On November 6, 2017 India ' 
s External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj held a meeting with Guinea’s Foreign 
Minister, Mamady Toure. During the course of this meeting, Mamady Toure handed over 
Guinea’s Instrument of Accession to the India-initiated International Solar Alliance (ISA). 
Vanuatu and Liberia also signed the agreement. 

Subsequently, an additional 107 countries joined the agreement, including all major 
countries that lie between the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
including Mexico, Peru, Chile, Argentina, Paraguay, Brazil, India, Australia, New 
Zealand, and China. A conclave started from 30 November 2015 for the sunshine 
grouping, called the InSPA (International Agency for Solar Policy & Application). 

INITIATIVES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

The alliance has partnered with World Bank to launch Global Solar Atlas at an ISA event 
at the World Future Energy Summit in Abu Dhabi. Global Solar Atlas is a free online tool 
that displays annual average solar power potential at any location in the world and thus 
identify potential sites for solar power generation. World Bank announced "This tool will 
help Governments save millions of dollars on their own research and provide investors and 
solar developers with an easily accessible and uniform platform to compare resource 
potential between sites in one region or across multiple countries." 

Riccardo Puliti, Senior Director and Head of the World Bank’s Energy & Extractives 
Global Practice said “The World Bank is seeing a surge of interest from our clients in solar 
power as a result of the dramatic cost decreases over the past few years. We hope that the 
Global Solar Atlas will help inform the crucial planning and investment decisions that will 
need to be taken over the next decade to shift to more sustainable forms of energy.” Piyush 
Goyal, Power Minister of India said “This new tool will assist Governments and investors 
to obtain an initial indication of solar resource potential before carrying out their own more 
detailed analysis.” 
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FUTURE TARGETS 

India, with the support of France, has invited nations to facilitate infrastructure for 
implementation of solar projects. The alliance has been committed $1 tn as investment, 
and it is committed to making the costs of solar power more affordable for remote and 
inaccessible communities. The alliance will endorse India in achieving its goal of 
generating 100GW of solar energy and 175GW of renewable energy by 2022. The countries 
shall support each other in research and development as well as other high level activities. 

It is also seen as an alliance by the developing countries to form a united front and to 
undertake research and development for making solar power equipment within developing 
countries. 

PROGRESS 

On June 30, 2016, the alliance entered into an understanding with the World Bank for 
accelerating mobilization of finance for solar energy. The Bank will have a major role in 
mobilizing more than US $1000 billion in investments that will be needed by 2030, to meet 
ISA’s goals for the massive deployment of affordable solar energy. Till date 48 countries 
have signed and 26 countries have ratified the Framework Agreement of the ISA. With 
ratifications by 15 countries, the ISA will become a treaty based inter-Governmental 
international organisation and it will be recognize by UN legally to become fully 
functionable. 

At the World Future Energy Summit (WFES) held in Abu Dhabi in January 2018, the 
Government of India announced the establishment of a $350 million solar development 
fund to enable financing of solar projects. 
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Chapter 17 

SOLAR POWER IN INDIA 

 

Solar Power in India is a fast developing industry. The country's solar installed capacity 
reached 20 GW in February 2018. India expanded its solar-generation capacity 8 times 
from 2,650 MW on 26 May 2014 to over 20 GW as on 31 January 2018. The 20 GW 
capacity was initially targeted for 2022 but the Government achieved the target four years 
ahead of schedule. The country added 3 GW of solar capacity in 2015-2016 and over 5 GW 
in 2016-2017, the highest of any year, with the average current price of solar electricity 
dropping to 18% below the average price of its coal-fired counterpart. 

In January 2015 the Indian Government expanded its solar plans, targeting US$100 
billion in investment and 100 GW of solar capacity (including 40 GW from rooftop solar) by 
2022. India's initiative of 100 GW of solar energy by 2022 is an ambitious target, since the 
world's installed solar-power capacity in 2017 is expected to be 303 GW. The 
improvements in solar thermal storage power technology in recent years has made this 
task achievable as the cheaper solar power need not depend on costly and polluting 
coal/gas/nuclear based power generation for ensuring stable grid operation. 

In addition to its large-scale grid-connected solar PV initiative, India is developing off-grid 
solar power for local energy needs. The country has a poor rural electrification rate; in 
2015 only 55 percent of all rural households had access to electricity, and 85 percent of 
rural households depended on solid fuel for cooking. Solar products have increasingly 
helped to meet rural needs; by the end of 2015 just under one million solar lanterns were 
sold in the country, reducing the need for kerosene. That year, 118,700 solar home lighting 
systems were installed and 46,655 solar street lighting installations were provided under 
a national program; just over 1.4 million solar cookers were distributed in India. 

In January 2016, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President François 
Hollande laid the foundation stone for the headquarters of the International Solar 
Alliance (ISA) in Gwal Pahari, Gurgaon. The ISA will focus on promoting and developing 
solar energy and solar products for countries lying wholly or partially between the Tropic 
of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. The alliance of over 120 countries was announced 
at the Paris COP21 climate summit. One hope of the ISA is that wider deployment will 
reduce production and development costs, facilitating the increased deployment of solar 
technologies to poor and remote regions. 

RESOURCES 

With about 300 clear and sunny days in a year, the calculated solar energy incidence on 
India's land area is about 5000 trillion kilowatt-hours (kWh) per year (or 5 EWh/yr). The 
solar energy available in a single year exceeds the possible energy output of all of the fossil 
fuel energy reserves in India.  

The daily average solar-power-plant generation capacity in India is 0.20 kWh per m2 of 
used land area, equivalent to 1400–1800 peak (rated) capacity operating hours in a year 
with available, commercially-proven technology. 
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Solar irradiance in India 

INSTALLATIONS BY REGION 

Installed solar PV on 31 March 

Year Cumulative Capacity (in MW) 

2010 161 

2011 461 

2012 1,205 

2013 2,319 

2014 2,632 

2015 3,744 

2016 6,763 

2017 12,289 
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Growth of solar power in India 

State 
MW as of 
31-Mar-2015 

MW as of 
31-Mar-2016 

MW as of 
31-March-2017 

MW as of 
31-October-
2017 

Rajasthan 942.10 1,269.93 1,812.93 2,246.48 

Punjab 185.27 405.06 793.95 876.80 

Uttar Pradesh 71.26 143.50 336.73 507.74 

Uttarakhand 5.00 41.15 233.49 246.89 

Haryana 12.80 15.39 81.40 191.44 

Delhi 5.47 14.28 40.27 57.23 

Jammu and Kashmir 0.00 1.36 1.36 1.36 

Chandigarh 4.50 6.81 17.32 17.32 

Himachal Pradesh 0.00 0.73 0.73 1.48 

Northern Region 
  

3318.18 
 

Gujarat 1,000.05 1,119.17 1,249.37 1,291.18 

Maharashtra 360.75 385.76 452.37 515.01 

Chhattisgarh 7.60 93.58 128.86 128.91 

Madhya Pradesh 558.58 776.37 857.04 1,139.99 

Dadra and Nagar Haveli 0.00 0.00 2.97 2.97 

Goa 0.00 0.00 0.71 0.71 

Daman and Diu 0.00 4.00 10.46 10.46 

Western Region 
  

2701.78 
 

Tamil Nadu 142.58 1,061.82 1,691.83 1,712.07 

Andhra Pradesh 137.85 572.97 1867.23 2,138.82 

Telangana 167.05 527.84 1,286.98 2,570.43 

Kerala 0.03 13.05 74.20 88.20 

Karnataka 77.22 145.46 1,027.84 1,492.38 

Puducherry  0.20 0.20 0.08 0.08 

Southern Region 
  

5948.16 
 

Bihar 0.00 5.10 108.52 141.52 

Odisha  31.76 66.92 79.42 79.49 

Jharkhand 16.00 16.19 23.27 23.37 

West Bengal 7.21 7.77 26.14 33.61 

Sikkim  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 

Eastern Region 
  

237.35 
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Growth of solar power in India 

State 
MW as of 
31-Mar-2015 

MW as of 
31-Mar-2016 

MW as of 
31-March-2017 

MW as of 
31-October-
2017 

Assam 0.00 0.00 11.78 11.78 

Tripura  5.00 5.00 5.09 5.09 

Arunachal Pradesh 0.03 0.27 0.27 4.39 

Mizoram 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.10 

Manipur  0.00 0.00 0.03 1.31 

Meghalaya 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.06 

Nagaland 0.00 0.00 0.50 0.50 

North Eastern Region 
  

17.78 
 

Andaman and Nicobar 5.10 5.10 6.56 6.56 

Lakshadweep 0.75 0.75 0.75 0.75 

Others 0.00 58.31 58.31 58.31 

Islands and others 
  

65.62 
 

Total 3,743.97 6,762.85 12,288.83 15,604.76 

 

ANDHRA PRADESH 
POWER SECTOR OF ANDHRA PRADESH 

Installed photovoltaic capacity in Andhra Pradesh is more than 2049 MW as on 31 July 
2017. In 2014, the IPPs agreed with APTransCo to install 619 MW. The following 
year, NTPC agreed with APTransCo to install the 250-MW NP Kunta Ultra Mega Solar 
Power Project near Kadiri in Anantapur district. In October 2017, 1000 MW was 
commissioned at Kurnool Ultra Mega Solar Park which has become the world's largest 
solar power plant. 

RAJASTHAN 

Rajasthan is one of India's most solar-developed states, with its total photovoltaic capacity 
reaching 2,156 MW by the end of September 2017. Rajasthan was second in the country 
after Andhra Pradesh in installed capacity and is also home to the worlds largest Fresnel 
type 125 MW CSP plant at the Dhirubhai Ambani Solar Park. Jodhpur district leads the 
state with installed capacity of over 1,500 MW, followed by Jaisalmer and Bikaner.  

The only tower type solar thermal power plant (2.5 MW) in India is located in Bikaner 
district. The Bhadla Solar Park, with a total capacity of 2,255 MW, is being developed in 
four phases of which 260 MW capacity was commissioned by NTPC Limited. Total 
installed capacity as on September '17 in the park is 690 MW and the remaining projects 
expected by December 2017. 
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TAMIL NADU 

Tamil Nadu was the state with the highest installed solar-power capacity in India on 21 
September 2016, when the 648-MW Kamuthi Solar Power Project was dedicated. With 
this plant, the total installed capacity in Tamil Nadu is 1,697 MW as on 31 July 
2017. Tamil Nadu is one of the national leader in adding solar-power capacity. 

On 1 July 2017, Solar power tariff in Tamil Nadu has hit an all-time low of Rs 3.47 per 
unit when bidding for 1500 MW capacity was held. On 1 January 2018, NLC India 
Limited (NCIL) commissioned a new 130MW solar power project in Neyveli. 

GUJARAT 
GUJARAT SOLAR PARK 

Gujarat is one of India's most solar-developed states, with its total photovoltaic capacity 
reaching 1,262 MW by the end of July 2017. Gujarat has been a leader in solar-power 
generation in India due to its high solar-power potential, availability of vacant land, 
connectivity, transmission and distribution infrastructure and utilities. According to a 
report by the Low Emission Development Strategies Global Partnership (LEDS 
GP) report, these attributes are complemented by political will and investment. The 2009 
Solar Power of Gujarat policy framework, financing mechanism and incentives have 
contributed to a green investment climate in the state and targets for grid-connected solar 
power. 

The state has commissioned Asia's largest solar park near the village of Charanka 
in Patan district. The park is generating 2 MW of its total planned capacity of 500 MW, 
and has been cited as an innovative and environmentally-friendly project by 
the Confederation of Indian Industry. 

To make Gandhinagar a solar-power city, the state Government has begun a rooftop solar-
power generation scheme. Under the scheme, Gujarat plans to generate 5 MW of solar 
power by putting solar panels on about 50 state-Government buildings and 500 private 
buildings. 

It also plans to generate solar power by putting solar panels along the Narmada canals. As 
part of this scheme, the state has commissioned the 1 MW Canal Solar Power Project on a 
branch of the Narmada Canal near the village of Chandrasan in Mehsana district. The 
pilot project is expected to stop 90,000 litres (24,000 US gal; 20,000 imp gal) of water per 
year from evaporating from the Narmada River. 

MAHARASHTRA 

The 125-MW Sakri solar plant is the largest solar-power plant in Maharashtra. The Shri 
Saibaba Sansthan Trust has the world's largest solar steam system. It was constructed at 
the Shirdi shrine at an estimated cost of ₹1.33 crore (US$200,000), ₹58.4 lakh (US$89,000) 
which was paid as a subsidy by the renewable-energy ministry. The system is used to cook 
50,000 meals per day for pilgrims visiting the shrine, resulting in annual savings of 
100,000  kg of cooking gas, and was designed to generate steam for cooking even in the 
absence of electricity to run the circulating pump.  

The project to install and commission the system was completed in seven months, and the 
system has a design life of 25 years. The Osmanabad region in Maharashtra has abundant 
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sunlight, and is ranked the third-best region in India in solar insolation. A 10 MW solar 
power plant in Osmanabad was commissioned in 2013. 

MADHYA PRADESH 

Madhya Pradesh is one of India's most solar-developed states, with its total photovoltaic 
capacity reaching 1,117 MW by the end of July 2017. The Welspun Solar MP project, the 
largest solar-power plant in the state, was built at a cost of ₹1,100 crore (US$170 million) 
on 305 ha (3.05 km2) of land and will supply power at ₹8.05 (12¢ US) per kWh. A 130 MW 
solar power plant project at Bhagwanpura, a village in Neemuch district, was launched by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. It is the largest solar producer, and Welspun Energy is 
one of the top three companies in India's renewable-energy sector. A planned 750 MW 
solar-power plant in Rewa district is also planned and expected to be completed in 2018. 
This is developing by Rewa Ultra Mega Solar Limited. 

KERALA 

India's largest floating solar power plant was set up on the Banasura Sagar 
reservoir in Wayanad, Kerala. The 500 kW (kilowatt peak) solar plant of the Kerala state 
electricity board (KSEB) floats on 1.25 acres of the water surface of the reservoir. The 
solar plant has 1,938 solar panels which have been installed on 18 Ferro cement floaters 
with hollow insides. 

MONTHLY ELECTRICITY GENERATION 

Grid-connected solar electricity generation has reached one percent of total utility 
electricity generation. Solar generation meets the daytime peak load in non-monsoon 
months when electricity spot prices exceed the daily average price. 

Annual solar-power generation 

Year Solar power generation (billion kwh) 

2013-14 3.35 

2014-15 4.60 

2015-16 7.45 

2016-17 12.09 

Monthly solar-power generation in India, April 2016-March 2017 

Month 
Regional solar-power generation (GWh) 

Total (GWh) 
North West South East North East 

April 2016 304.38 369.56 301.54 20.43 5.36 991.36 

May 2016 292.10 366.75 348.58 26.65 5.03 1,027.68 
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Monthly solar-power generation in India, April 2016-March 2017 

Month 
Regional solar-power generation (GWh) 

Total (GWh) 
North West South East North East 

June 2016 271.60 292.58 317.88 24.03 4.92 922.56 

July 2016 265.60 221.51 338.65 21.45 4.70 853.55 

August 2016 248.13 215.90 435.90 24.59 5.30 930.73 

September 2016 276.56 302.87 403.34 29.27 4.91 1,018.56 

October 2016 289.88 334.88 546.05 35.41 4.86 1,208.98 

November 2016 279.20 563.62 513.07 63.74 4.97 1,200.87 

December 2016 249.06 349.30 523.63 33.45 2.48 1,157.90 

January 2017 235.93 338.73 575.49 33.85 3.55 1,187.55 

February 2017 312.61 352.60 649.07 37.52 3.48 1,355.28 

March 2017 431.06 407.77 788.80 42.72 0.63 1,670.98 

Total (GWh) 3,025.05 3,708.30 4,953.20 350.39 49.56 12,086.5 

MAJOR PHOTOVOLTAIC POWER STATIONS 

Below is a list of solar power generation facilities with a capacity of at least 10 MW. 

Major photovoltaic (PV) power plants 

Plant State DC peak power (MW) Commissioned 

SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC GROWTH FORECASTS 

In August 2016, the forecast for solar photovoltaic installations was about 4.8 GW for the 
calendar year. About 2.8 GW was installed in the first eight months of 2016, more than all 
2015 solar installations. India's solar projects stood at about 21 GW, with about 14 GW 
under construction and about 7 GW to be auctioned. The country's solar capacity reached 
19.7 GW by the end of 2017, making it the third-largest global solar market. 

SOLAR PV TARIFF 

The average bid in reverse auctions in April 2017 is ₹3.15 (4.8¢ US) per kWh, compared 
with ₹12.16 (19¢ US) per kWh in 2010, which is around 73% drop over the time 
window. The current prices of solar PV electricity is around 18% lower than the average 
price for electricity generated by coal-fired plants. Competitive reverse auctions, falling 
panel and component prices, the introduction of solar parks, lower borrowing costs and 
large power companies have contributed to the fall in prices. The cost of solar PV power in 
India, China, Brazil and 55 other emerging markets fell to about one-third of its 2010 
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price, making solar the cheapest form of renewable energy and cheaper than power 
generated from fossil fuels such as coal and gas. 

 
Price of silicon solar cells since 1977. The great thing about solar power is that it is a 

 technology and not a fuel. It is unlimited and the more it is deployed the cheaper it would be.  
While the more limited fossil fuels are used, the more expensive they become. 

 

The levelized cost of solar PV electricity fell below 1.77¢ US per kWh in November 2017, 
cheaper than fuel cost of any pit head coal-based power plants in India. The intermittent / 
non-dispatchable solar PV at the prevailing low tariffs clubbed with Pumped-heat 
electricity storage can offer cheapest dispatchable power round the clock on demand. 

The Indian Government has reduced the solar PV power purchase price from the 
maximum allowed ₹4.43 (6.8¢ US) per KWh to ₹4.00 (6.1¢ US) per KWh, reflecting the 
steep fall in cost of solar power-generation equipment. The applicable tariff is offered after 
applying viability gap funding (VGF) or accelerated depreciation (AD) incentives. 

Solar PV generation cost fell to ₹2.97 (4.5¢ US) per kWh for the 750 MW Rewa Ultra Mega 
Solar power project, India's lowest electricity-generation cost. Solar panel prices are lower 
than those of mirrors by unit area. 

In an auction of 250 MW capacity of the second phase in Bhadla solar park, South Africa's 
Phelan Energy Group and Avaada Power were awarded 50 MW and 100 MW of capacity 
respectively in May 2017 at ₹2.62 (4.0¢ US) per kilowatt hour. The tariff is also lower than 
NTPC's average coal power tariff of ₹3.20 per kilowatt hour. SBG Cleantech, a consortium 
of Softbank Group, Airtel and Foxconn, was awarded the remaining 100 MW capacity at a 
rate of ₹2.63 (4.0¢ US) per kWh. Few days later in a second auction for another 500 MW at 
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the same park, solar tariff has further fallen to ₹2.44 (3.7¢ US) per kilowatt hour which 
are the lowest tariffs for any solar power project in India. These tariffs are lower than 
traded prices for day time in non-monsoon period in IEX and also for meeting peak loads 
on daily basis by using cheaper solar PV power in pumped-storage 
hydroelectricity stations indicating there is no need of any power purchase 
agreements and any incentives for the solar PV power plants in India. Solar PV power 
plant developers are forecasting that solar power tariff would drop to ₹1.5 (2.3¢ US) /unit 
in near future. However, the solar tariff in March, 2018 has inched up to Rs 3.06/kWh due 
to possible customs duty hike on imported components. 

SOLAR THERMAL POWER 

 
Solar thermal power plant with a field of heliostats  

and a central solar power tower. 

The installed capacity of commercial solar thermal power plants (non storage type) in 
India is 227.5 MW with 50 MW in Andhra Pradesh and 177.5 MW in Rajasthan. Solar 
thermal plants with thermal storage are emerging as cheaper (US 6.1 ¢/kWh or Rs 
3.97/KWh) and clean load following power plants to supply electricity round the 
clock. They can cater the load demand perfectly and work as base load power plants when 
the extracted solar energy is found excess in a day. Proper mix of solar thermal (thermal 
storage type) and solar PV can fully match the load fluctuations without the need of costly 
battery storage. 

The existing solar thermal power plants (non-storage type) in India which are generating 
costly intermittent power on daily basis, can be converted into storage type solar thermal 
plants to generate 3 to 4 times more baseload power at cheaper cost and not depend on 
Government subsidies. 

HYBRID SOLAR PLANTS 

Solar power, generated mainly during the daytime in the non-monsoon 
period, complements wind which generate power during the monsoon months in India. 
Solar panels can be located in the space between the towers of wind-power plants. It also 
complements hydroelectricity, generated primarily during India's monsoon months. Solar-
power plants can be installed near existing hydropower and pumped-storage 
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hydroelectricity, utilizing the existing power transmission infrastructure and storing the 
surplus secondary power generated by the solar PV plants. 

 
Hybrid plant in Leh, Jammu and Kashmir 

During the daytime, the additional auxiliary power consumption of a solar thermal 
storage power plant is nearly 10% of its rated capacity for the process of extracting solar 
energy in the form of thermal energy. This auxiliary power requirement can be made 
available from cheaper solar PV plant by envisaging hybrid solar plant with a mix of solar 
thermal and solar PV plants at a site. Also to optimise the cost of power, generation can be 
from the cheaper solar PV plant (33% generation) during the daylight whereas the rest of 
the time in a day is from the solar thermal storage plant (67% generation from Solar 
power tower and parabolic trough types) for meeting 24 hours base load operation. When 
solar thermal storage plant is forced to idle due to lack of sunlight locally during cloudy 
days in monsoon season, it is also possible to consume (similar to a lesser efficient, huge 
capacity and low cost battery storage system) the cheap excess infirm power from solar 
PV, wind and hydro power plants by heating the hot molten salt to higher temperature for 
converting stored thermal energy in to electricity during the peak demand hours when the 
electricity sale price is profitable. 

SOLAR HEATING 

 
Array of parabolic troughs. 

 



140 

 

SOLAR THERMAL ENERGY 

Generating hot water or air or steam using concentrated solar reflectors, is increasing 
rapidly. Presently concentrated solar thermal installation base for heating applications is 
about 20 MWth in India and expected to grow rapidly. Cogeneration of steam and power 
round the clock is also feasible with solar thermal CHP plants with storage capacity. 

Bengaluru has the largest deployment of roof-top solar water heaters in India, generating 
an energy equivalent of 200 MW. It is India's first city to provide a rebate of ₹50 (77¢ US) 
on monthly electricity bills for residents using roof-top thermal systems, which are now 
mandatory in all new structures. Pune has also made solar water heaters mandatory in 
new buildings. 

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION 

The lack of an electricity infrastructure is a hurdle to rural India's development. India's 
power grid is under-developed, with large groups of people still living off the grid. In 2004, 
about 80,000 of the nation's villages still did not have electricity; of them, 18,000 could not 
be electrified by extending the conventional grid. A target of electrifying 5,000 such 
villages was set for the 2002–2007 Five-Year Plan. By 2004 more than 2,700 villages and 
hamlets were electrified, primarily with solar photovoltaic systems. The development of 
inexpensive solar technology is considered a potential alternative, providing an electricity 
infrastructure consisting of a network of local-grid clusters with distributed electricity 
generation. It could bypass (or relieve) expensive, long-distance, centralized power-
delivery systems, bringing inexpensive electricity to large groups of people. In Rajasthan 
during FY2016-17, 91 villages have been electrified with a solar standalone system and 
over 6,200 households have received a 100W solar home-lighting system. 

India has sold or distributed about 1.2 million solar home-lighting systems and 3.2 million 
solar lanterns, and has been ranked the top Asian market for solar off-grid products. 

LAMPS AND LIGHTING 

By 2012, a total of 4,600,000 solar lanterns and 861,654 solar-powered home lights were 
installed. Typically replacing kerosene lamps, they can be purchased for the cost of a few 
months' worth of kerosene with a small loan. The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 
is offering a 30- to 40-percent subsidy of the cost of lanterns, home lights and small 
systems (up to 210 Wp). Twenty million solar lamps are expected by 2022. 

AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT 

Solar photovoltaic water-pumping systems are used for irrigation and drinking 
water. Most pumps are fitted with a 200–3,000 W (0.27–4.02 hp) motor powered with a 
1,800 Wp PV array which can deliver about 140,000 litres (37,000 US gal) of water per day 
from a total hydraulic head of 10 m (33 ft).  

By 30 September 2006 a total of 7,068 solar photovoltaic water pumping systems were 
installed, and 7,771 were installed by March 2012. Solar driers are used to dry harvests 
for storage. Low cost solar powered bicycles are also available to ply between fields and 
village for agricultural activity, etc. 
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RAINWATER HARVESTING 

In addition to solar energy, rainwater is a major renewable resource of any area. In India, 
large areas are being covered by solar PV panels every year. Solar panels can also be used 
for harvesting most of the rainwater falling on them and drinking-quality water, free from 
bacteria and suspended matter, can be generated by simple filtration and 
disinfection processes, as rainwater is very low in salinity. Good quality water resources, 
closer to populated areas, are becoming a scarcity and increasingly costly for consumers. 
Exploitation of rainwater for value-added products like bottled drinking water makes 
solar PV power plants profitable even in high rainfall and cloudy areas by the increased 
income from drinking water generation. 

REFRIGERATION AND AIR CONDITIONING 

 
4 MW horizontal single-axis tracker in Vellakoil, Tamil Nadu 

Thin-film solar cell panels offer better performance than crystalline silica solar panels in 
tropical hot and dusty places like India; there is less deterioration in conversion efficiency 
with increased ambient temperature, and no partial shading effect. These factors enhance 
the performance and reliability (fire safety) of thin-film panels. Maximum solar-electricity 
generation during the hot hours of the day can be used for meeting residential air-
conditioning requirements regardless of other load requirements, such as refrigeration, 
lighting, cooking and water pumping. Power generation of photovoltaic modules can be 
increased by 17 to 20 percent by equipping them with a tracking system. 

Residential electricity consumers who are paying higher slab rates more than ₹5 (7.7¢ US) 
per unit, can form in to local groups to install collectively roof top off-grid solar power 
units (without much battery storage) and replace the costly power used from the grid with 
the solar power as and when produced. Hence power drawl from the grid which is an 
assured power supply without much power cuts nowadays, serves as cheaper back up 
source when grid power consumption is limited to lower slab rate by using solar power 
during the day time. The maximum power generation of solar panels during the sunny 
daytime is complementary with the enhanced residential electricity consumption during 
the hot/summer days due to higher use of cooling appliances such as fans, refrigerators, 
air conditioners, desert coolers, etc. It would discourage the Discoms to extract higher 
electricity charges selectively from its consumers. There is no need of any permission from 
Discoms similar to DG power setsinstallation. Cheaper discarded batteries of electric 
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vehicle can also be used economically to store the excess solar power generated in the 
daylight. 

SOLAR INVERTER AND TESLA POWERWALL 

Solar-power plants equipped with battery-storage systems where net energy metering is 
used can feed stored electricity into the power grid when its frequency is below the rated 
parameter (50 Hz) and draw excess power from the grid when its frequency is above the 
rated parameter. Excursions above and below the rated grid frequency occur about 100 
times daily. The solar-plant owner would receive nearly double the price for electricity 
sent into the grid compared to that consumed from the grid if a frequency-based tariff is 
offered to rooftop solar plants or plants dedicated to a distribution substation. A power-
purchase agreement (PPA) is not needed for solar plants with a battery storage system to 
serve ancillary-service operations and transmit generated electricity for captive 
consumption using an open-access facility. Battery storage is popular in India, with more 
than 10 million households using battery backup during load shedding. Battery storage 
systems are also used to improve the power factor. 

Battery storage is also used economically to reduce daily/monthly peak power demand for 
minimising the monthly demand charges from the utility to the commercial and industrial 
establishments. Construction power tariffs are very high in India. Construction power 
needs of long gestation mega projects can be economically met by installing solar PV 
plants for permanent service in the project premises with or without battery storage for 
minimising use of Standby generator sets or costly grid power. 

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

ENERGY POLICY OF INDIA § SOLAR ENERGY 

The land is scarce in India, and per-capita land availability is low. Dedication of land for 
the installation of solar arrays must compete with other needs. The amount of land 
required for utility-scale solar power plants is about 1 km2 (250 acres) for every 40–60 MW 
generated. One alternative is to use the water-surface area on canals, lakes, reservoirs, 
farm ponds and the sea for large solar-power plants. These water bodies can also provide 
water to clean the solar panels. Highways and railways may also avoid the cost of land 
nearer to load centres, minimising transmission-line costs by having solar plants about 10 
meters above the roads or rail tracks. Solar power generated by road areas may also be 
used for in-motion charging of electric vehicles, reducing fuel costs.Highways would avoid 
damage from rain and summer heat, increasing comfort for commuters. 

The architecture best suited to most of India would be a set of rooftop power-generation 
systems connected via a local grid. Such an infrastructure, which does not have the 
economy of scale of mass, utility-scale solar-panel deployment, needs a lower deployment 
price to attract individuals and family-sized households. Photovoltaics are projected to 
continue their cost reductions, becoming able to compete with fossil fuels. 

Greenpeace recommends that India adopt a policy of developing solar power as a dominant 
component of its renewable-energy mix, since its identity as a densely-populated 
country in the tropical belt of the subcontinent has an ideal combination of 
high insolation and a large potential consumer base. In one scenario India could make 
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renewable resources the backbone of its economy by 2030, curtailing carbon emissions 
without compromising its economic-growth potential. A study suggested that 100 GW of 
solar power could be generated through a mix of utility-scale and rooftop solar, with the 
realizable potential for rooftop solar between 57 and 76 GW by 2024. 

During the 2015-16 fiscal year NTPC, with 110 MW solar power installations, generated 
160.8 million kWh at a capacity utilisation of 16.64 percent (1,458 kWh per kW)—more 
than 20 percent below the claimed norms of the solar-power industry. 

It is considered prudent to encourage solar-plant installations up to a threshold (such as 
7,000 MW) by offering incentives. Otherwise, substandard equipment with 
overrated nameplate capacity may tarnish the industry. The purchaser, transmission 
agency and financial institution should require capacity utilisation and long-term 
performance guarantees for the equipment backed by insurance coverage in the event that 
the original equipment manufacturer ceases to exist. Alarmed by the low quality of 
equipment, India issued draft quality guide lines in May 2017 to be followed by the solar 
plant equipment suppliers conforming to Indian standards. 

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 

 
Solar radiation resource assessment stations in India 

Fifty-one solar radiation resource assessment stations have been installed across India by 
the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) to create a database of solar-energy 
potential. Data is collected and reported to the Centre for Wind Energy Technology (C-
WET) to create a solar atlas. In June 2015, India began a ₹40 crore (US$6.1 million) 
project to measure solar radiation with a spatial resolution of 3 by 3 kilometres (1.9 mi 
× 1.9 mi). This solar-radiation measuring network will provide the basis for the Indian 
solar-radiation atlas. According to National Institute of Wind Energy officials, the Solar 
Radiation Resource Assessment wing (121 ground stations) would measure solar 
radiation's three parameters—Global Horizontal Irradiance (GHI), Direct Normal 
Irradiance (DNI) and Diffuse Horizontal Irradiance (DHI)—to accurately measure a 
region's solar radiation. The Indian Government is promoting solar energy. It announced 
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an allocation of ₹1,000 crore (US$150 million) for the Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar 
Mission and a clean-energy fund for the 2010-11 fiscal year, an increase of ₹380 
crore (US$58 million) from the previous budget. The budget encouraged private solar 
companies by reducing the import duty on solar panels by five percent. This is expected to 
reduce the cost of a rooftop solar-panel installation by 15 to 20 percent. 

INCENTIVES 

At the end of July 2015, the chief incentives were: 

1. Accelerated depreciation: For profit-making enterprises installing rooftop solar 
systems, 40 percent of the total investment could be claimed as depreciation in the 
first year (decreasing taxes). 

2. Capital subsidies were applicable to rooftop solar-power plants up to a maximum of 
500 kW. The 30-percent subsidy was reduced to 15 percent. 

3. Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs): Tradeable certificates providing financial 
incentives for every unit of green power generated. 

4. Net metering incentives depend on whether a net meter is installed and the utility's 
incentive policy. If so, financial incentives are available for the power generated. 

5. Assured Power Purchase Agreement (PPA): The power-distribution and -purchase 
companies owned by state and central Governments guarantee the purchase of 
solar PV power when produced during daylight. The PPAs offer a price equal to 
the peaking power on demand for the solar power (secondary power or 
negative load) and an intermittent energy source on a daily basis. 

6. Interstate transmission system (ISTS) charges and losses are not levied during the 
period of PPA for the projects commissioned before 31 March 2022. 

SOLAR-PANEL MANUFACTURING 

The 2016 manufacturing capacity of solar cells and solar modules in India was 1,212 MW 
and 5,620 MW, respectively. Except for crystalline silicon wafers or cadmium telluride 
photovoltaics or Float-zone silicon, nearly 80 percent of solar-panel weight is flat 
glass. One hundred to 150 tons of flat glass is used to manufacture a one-MW solar panel. 
Low-iron flat or float glass is manufactured from soda ash and iron-free silica. Soda-ash 
manufacturing from common salt is an energy-intensive process if it is not extracted 
from soda lakes or glasswort cultivation in alkali soil. To increase installation of 
photovoltaic solar-power plants, the production of flat glass and its raw materials must 
expand commensurately to eliminate supply constraints or future imports. 

LIST OF TOP SOLAR PANEL SUPPLIERS IN INDIA 

For utility scale solar projects, top solar module suppliers in 2016-17 were: Trina Solar, JA 
Solar, Canadian Solar, Risen, Hanwha and GCL Poly. For rooftop solar projects, 
international companies with the largest market share in the Indian market were: Trina 
Solar, Canadian Solar, Renesola, REC Solar and Jinko Solar. Similarly, top Indian 
suppliers were: Vikram Solar, Waaree, Adani, Emmvee and Jakson. 
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Chapter 18 

AFGHANISTAN–INDIA RELATIONS 
 

Bilateral Relations between the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the Republic of 
India have traditionally been strong and friendly. While the Republic of India was the only 
South Asian country to recognize the Soviet-backed Democratic Republic of Afghanistan in 
the 1980s, its relations were diminished during the 1990s Afghan civil war and 
the Taliban Government. India aided the overthrow of the Taliban and became the largest 
regional provider of humanitarian and reconstruction aid to Afghanistan. Indians are 
working in various construction projects, as part of India's rebuilding efforts in 
Afghanistan. Pakistan alleges the Indian intelligence agency RAW is working in cover to 
malign Pakistan and train and support insurgents, a claim rejected strongly by India and 
the United States, the latter historically being a strong ally of Pakistan. 

A cousin of then-President Hamid Karzai said in 2007 that India is the "most cherished 
partner of Afghanistan." Shaida Mohammad Abdali, Afghanistan’s ambassador to India, 
in April 2017 pointed out that India "is the biggest regional donor to Afghanistan and fifth 
largest donor globally with over $3 billion in assistance. India has built over 200 public 
and private schools, sponsors over a 1000 scholarships, hosts over 16,000 Afghan 
students." In the aftermath of the 2008 Indian embassy bombing in Kabul, the Afghan 
Foreign Ministry quoted India as a "brother country" and the relationship between the two 
as one which "no enemy can hamper". Relations between Afghanistan and India received a 
major boost in 2011 with the signing of a strategic partnership agreement, Afghanistan's 
first since the Soviet invasion of 1979. 

According to a 2010 Gallup poll, which interviewed 1000 adults, 50% Afghans approved of 
the job performance of India's leadership and 44% disapproved with 6% refusing to 
answer. It was the highest approval rating of India by another country in Asia. According 
to the survey, Afghan adults are more likely to approve of India's leadership than Chinese 
or U.S. leadership. 

HISTORY 

HISTORY OF INDIA AND HISTORY OF AFGHANISTAN 

 

 
An edict of Ashoka from Kandahar,  

now in the Kabul museum. 
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Relations between the people of Afghanistan and India traces to the Indus Valley 
Civilisation. Following Alexander the Great's brief occupation, the successor state of 
the Seleucid Empirecontrolled the region known today as Afghanistan. In 305 BCE, they 
ceded much of it to the Indian Maurya Empire as part of an alliance treaty. 

Alexander took these away from the Aryans and established settlements of his own, 
but Seleucus Nicator gave them to Sandrocottus (Chandragupta), upon terms of 
intermarriage and of receiving in exchange 500 elephants. 

— Strabo, 64 BCE – 24 CE 

The Mauryans brought Buddhism from India and controlled the area south of the Hindu 
Kush. Their decline began 60 years after Ashoka's rule ended, leading to 
the Hellenistic reconquest of the region by the Greco-Bactrians. Much of it soon broke 
away from the Greco-Bactrians and became part of the Indo-Greek Kingdom. The Indo-
Greeks had been defeated and expelled by the Indo-Scythians in the late 2nd century 
BCE. Much of Afghanistan has been influenced by Buddhist, Hindu  
and Zoroastrian cultures until the arrival of Islam in the 7th century. But despite many 
Afghans accepting the message of Islam, the Muslims and Hindus lived side by side. 

"Kabul has a castle celebrated for its strength, accessible only by one road. In it there 
are Musulmáns, and it has a town, in which are infidels from Hind." 

— Istahkrí, 921 CE 

Between the 10th century to the mid 18th century, northern India has been invaded by a 
number of invaders based in what today is Afghanistan. Among them were 
the Ghaznavids, Ghurids, Khaljis, Suris, Mughals and Durranis. During these eras, 
especially during the Mughal period (1526–1858), many Afghans began immigrating to 
India due to political unrest in their regions. 

 
Border crossing between British India and Afghanistan in 1934 

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Khan Sahib were prominent leaders of the Indian 
independence movement and active supporters of the Indian National Congress. Although 
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the NWFP became part of Pakistan in 1947, active Pashtun support for the Indian 
freedom struggle led to great sympathy in India for the cause of Pashtun autonomy and 
freedom. The Indian Government continued to support Pashtun leader Khan Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan in lobbying for greater Pashtun freedom in the NWFP. Indians are working 
in various construction projects, as part of India's rebuilding efforts in Afghanistan, 
although the Indian intelligence agency RAW is accused by countries such as Pakistan of 
working to malign Pakistan and train & support insurgents. These workers are estimated 
to be anywhere between 3,000 and 4,000. Indian nationals stationed in Afghanistan have 
often faced continuous security threats in the country, with kidnappings and many attacks 
(such as the February 2010 Kabul attack) deliberately carried out on them. 

In January 1950, a five-year Treaty of Friendship was signed between the two countries 
in New Delhi. Other than affirming "everlasting peace and friendship between the two 
Governments", the treaty provided for establishment of diplomatic and consular posts in 
each other's territories. 

SOVIET OCCUPATION TO TALIBAN REGIME 
SOVIET-AFGHAN WAR AND ISLAMIC EMIRATE OF AFGHANISTAN 

The Republic of India was the only South Asian nation to recognize the Soviet-
backed Democratic Republic of Afghanistan and the Soviet Union's military presence in 
Afghan territories, and provided humanitarian aid to President Najibullah's Government 
in Afghanistan. Following the withdrawal of the Soviet armed forces from Afghanistan in 
1989, India continued to support Najibullah's Government with humanitarian aid. After 
its fall, India together with the international community supported the coalition 
Government that took control, but relations and contacts ended with the outbreak of 
another civil war, which brought to power the Taliban, an Islamist militia supported by 
Pakistan. The Taliban regime was recognized only by Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The destruction of the Bamiyan Buddha monuments by 
the Taliban led to outrage and angry protests by India. In 1999, the hijacked Indian 
Airlines Flight 814 landed and stayed in Kandahar in Afghanistan and the Taliban were 
suspected of supporting them. India became one of the key supporters of the anti-
Taliban Northern Alliance. 

Since 2001 

 
The new Afghan Parliament building has been built by India. 
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During the U.S.-led invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, India offered intelligence and other 
forms of support for the Coalition forces. After the overthrow of the Taliban, India 
established diplomatic relations with the newly established democratic Government, 
provided aid and participated in the reconstruction efforts. India has provided $650–
750 million in humanitarian and economic aid, making it the largest regional provider of 
aid for Afghanistan. India's support and collaboration extends to rebuilding of air links, 
power plants and investing in health and education sectors as well as helping to train 
Afghan civil servants, diplomats and police. India also seeks the development of supply 
lines of electricity, oil and natural gas. Also to give Afghan students scholarships. 

The Indian Army's Border Roads Organisation constructed a major road in 2009 in the 
remote Afghan province of Nimroz, connecting Delaram to Zaranj. This has proved a 
viable alternative route for the duty-free movement of goods through the Chabahar port 
in Iran to Afghanistan. Key to India's strategy in Afghanistan is to build up transportation 
links that bypass Pakistan, helping reduce the Afghan economy's dependence on Pakistan. 

In 2005, India proposed Afghanistan's membership in the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC). Both nations also developed strategic and military 
cooperation against Islamic militants. Owing to the killing of an Indian national by 
Taliban militants in November 2005, India deployed 200 soldiers of the Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police (ITBP) to provide security for Indian nationals and the projects supported by 
India. Afghanistan strengthened its ties with India in wake of persisting tensions and 
problems with Pakistan, which was suspected of continuing to shelter and support the 
Taliban. India pursues a policy of close collaboration with countries such as Afghanistan, 
Bhutan, and Iran in order to bolster its standing as a regional power and contain its rival 
Pakistan, which stands accused of aiding and abetting Islamic militants in Kashmir and 
other states of India. 

Three memorandums of understanding (MOUs) for strengthening cooperation in the fields 
of rural development, education and standardisation between the Bureau of Indian 
Standards (BIS) and Afghan National Standardisation Authority were signed between 
Afghanistan and India during Hamid Karzai's visit to India in April 2006. An agreement 
providing $50 million to promote bilateral businesses between Afghanistan and India was 
signed during the visit of the Afghan Foreign Minister Dr. Spanta between 29 June – 1 
July 2006.During the same year, India raised its aid package to Afghanistan by 
$150 million, to $750 million. In 2007, Afghanistan finally became the eighth member of 
SAARC. 

In July 2008 the Indian embassy in Kabul was attacked by a suicide car bomb – the 
deadliest attack in Kabul since the fall of the Taliban in 2001. The bombing killed 58 
people and wounded 141. Senior Indian Army officer Brigadier Ravi Datt Mehta was 
entering the embassy gates in a car along with V. Venkateswara Rao when the attack took 
place. Both were killed in the blast. The Afghan Government's official position implies that 
Pakistan's ISI was involved in the attack. This position has found support in recent leaks 
of classified information by Wikileaks. 

During the 15th SAARC summit in Colombo, India pledged another $450 million 
alongside a further $750 million already pledged for ongoing and forthcoming projects. In 
August 2008, Afghan President Hamid Karzai visited New Delhi. This visit further 
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strengthened bilateral relations, and Prime Minister Singh pledged further aid 
for Afghanistan. 

On 18 October 2009, the Indian embassy in Kabul was attacked again by a car bomb, little 
more than a year after the previous attack. The attack killed at least 17 people. Another 
attack conducted by the same Pakistan-based terrorist organisation took place at the Arya 
guest house where Indian doctors were staying, resulting in the death of 18 people. India's 
pledge to rebuild Afghanistan has reached a total of $2 billion in May 2011 
after Manmohan Singh arrived to Kabul for a two-day visit. In the same year India 
donated 250,000 tons of wheat to Afghanistan as part of humanitarian assistance 
program. 

The September 2011 assassination of former Afghan president Burhanuddin Rabbani was 
condemned by India, which stated that, "Tragically, the forces of terror and hatred have 
silenced yet another powerful voice of reason and peace in Afghanistan. We unreservedly 
condemn this act of great brutality," and reiterated the steadfast support of the people and 
Government of India in Afghanistan's "quest for peace and efforts to strengthen the roots 
of democracy". India promised to stand by the people of Afghanistan as they prepare to 
assume the responsibility for their governance and security after the withdrawal of 
international forces in 2014. In October 2011, Afghanistan signed its first strategic pact 
with India. The military assistance will include training of Afghan security 
personnel.During his visit to India, Karzai told the media that "This strategic partnership 
is not directed against any country. This strategic partnership is to support Afghanistan." 
He also stated that "Pakistan is our twin brother, India is a great friend. The agreement 
we signed with our friend will not affect our brother." He also added that "However, our 
engagement with Islamabad has unfortunately not yet yielded the result that we 
want." Both sides will launch Partnership Council, topmost body to implement the 
Strategic Partnership Pact in May 2012. 

AFGHANISTAN, INDIA AND IRAN SIGNING THE CHABAHAR AGREEMENT 

On 22 May 2014 the Indian consulate in Herat was attacked by 3 militants equipped with 
AK-47s, RPGs, hand grenades and suicide vests. "Our premises have been repeatedly 
attacked by those who do not support India's development work in Afghanistan. The 
attack will not dilute India's development assistance and its contribution to rehabilitation 
and reconstruction of Afghanistan," India's ambassador to Kabul Amar Sinha said at the 
time. On 24 December 2015, India donated three Mi-25 attack helicopters (with an option 
to send one more in future) to Afghanistan as part of the bilateral strategic partnership to 
counter the Talibans. The next day, 25 December, Indian PM Narendra Modi visited 
Kabul to open the newly constructed Afghan parliament opposite the ruins of the Darul 
Aman Palace, which had been built by India for $90 million. Modi said "It will stand as an 
enduring symbol of the ties of emotions and values, of affection and aspirations that bind 
us in a special relationship". President Ghani tweeted "Though, India and Afghanistan 
need no introduction, we are bound by a thousand ties… We have stood by each other in 
the best and worst of times". 

On 4 June 2016, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Afghanistan's President Ashraf 
Ghani formally inaugurated the $290-million Salma Dam with a capacity of 42 MW power 
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generation. Water from the dam will also serve irrigation purposes. The dam is expected 
to help Afghanistan capitalize on opportunities that will open up once the India 
backed Chabahar project, linking the port in Iran to Central Asia's road and railway 
networks, is completed. 

ECONOMY 

India seeks to expand its economic presence in Afghanistan as the international coalition 
fighting the Taliban withdraws combat forces through 2014. Especially, it wants to 
improve transport connectivity and economic collaboration with countries in Central and 
South Asia. India has already invested $10.8 billion in Afghanistan as of 2012. More such 
projects are likely to come up after Nato's withdrawal. This includes setting up Iron ore 
mines, a 6 MTPA steel plant (by SAIL—Steel Authority of India Limited), an 800 MW 
power plant, Hydro-electric power projects, transmission lines, roads etc., India helped 
Afghans in the reconstruction of Salma Dam in the Herat province. Besides producing 42 
MW power, this Indo-Afghan friendship dam provides irrigation for 75,000 hectares of 
farmland in the Chisti Sharif district. India and Iran are set to ink a transit agreement on 
transporting goods to landlocked Afghanistan. The Indian Government is investing more 
than US$100 million in the expansion of the Chabahar port in southeastern Iran which 
will serve as a hub for the transportation of transit goods. Besides as a goodwill gesture, 
India has also constructed a new Parliament complex for the Afghan Government at a cost 
of INR 710 crores ($115 million). This building was inaugurated on 25 December 
2015. Since Pakistan refused land access, India & Afghanistan have established two air 
corridors to facilitate bilateral trade. 

INDIA AFGHANISTAN FRIENDSHIP DAM 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Afghan President Ashraf Ghani inaugurating 
the Salma Dam. 

Salma Dam, officially the Afghan-India Friendship Dam, is a hydroelectric and irrigation 
dam project located on the Hari River in Chishti Sharif District of Herat Province in 
western Afghanistan. The Afghan cabinet renamed the Salma Dam to the Afghan-India 
Friendship Dam in a move to strengthen relations between the two countries. 

The hydroelectric plant produces 42 MW of power in addition to providing irrigation for 
75,000 hectares of farmland (stabilising the existing irrigation of 35,000 hectares and 
development of irrigation facilities to an additional 40,000 hectares of land). The dam was 
opened on 4 June 2016 by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani. 

TRANS-AFGHANISTAN PIPELINE 

Indian embassy and consulates in Afghanistan 

India operates an embassy in Kabul and consulates 
in Herat, Kandahar, Jalalabad and Mazar-e-Sharif. 

The Indian embassy and consulates in Afghanistan have been targeted by terrorists 
repeatedly. 



151 

 

Chapter 19 

BHUTAN–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

The Bilateral Relations between the Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan and the Republic of 
India have been traditionally close and both countries share a 'special 
relationship', making Bhutan a protected state, but not a protectorate, of India. India 
remains influential over Bhutan's foreign policy, defence and commerce. In 2012–13 fiscal, 
India's budgetary support to the Kingdom country stood at US$600 million (around INR 
30 billion). It steadily rose over the years to reach US$985 million (INR 61.60 billion) in 
2015–16 making Bhutan the largest beneficiary of India's foreign aid. Bhutan’s Prime 
minister, Tshering Tobgay, secured an additional aid package from India worth INR 54 
billion (US$819 million, as per the exchange rates at the time of signing the deal) for his 
nation during his visit to New Delhi in August 2013. Five-sixth of this amount (INR 45 
billion) has been earmarked for Bhutan's 11th Five-Year plan. INR 4 billion was for the 
pending projects of the previous plan period. The remaining INR 5 billion was part of 
India's "Economic stimulus package" for Bhutan's slowing economy. India operates 3 
hydro power projects, of 1,416 MW in Bhutan and 3 more of 2,129 MW are under 
construction. 

BACKGROUND 

For much of its history, Bhutan has preserved its isolation from the outside world, staying 
out of international organisations and maintaining few bilateral relations. Bhutan became 
a protectorate of British India after signing a treaty in 1910 allowing the British to "guide" 
its foreign affairs and defence. Bhutan was one of the first to recognise India's 
independence in 1947 and both nations fostered close relations, their importance 
augmented by the annexation of Tibet in 1950 by the People's Republic of China and its 
border disputes with both Bhutan and India, which saw close ties 
with Nepal and Bhutan to be central to its "Himalayan frontier" security policy]. India 
shares a 605 kilometres (376 mi) border with Bhutan and is its largest trading partner, 
accounting for 98 percent of its exports and 90 percent of its imports. 

MILITARY COOPERATION 

A 1,000 strong Indian Military Training Team (IMTRAT) is permanently based in western 
Bhutan to train the Royal Bhutan Army, while other units regularly cooperate with the 
Royal Bhutan Army. 

1949 TREATY 

On August 8, 1949 Bhutan and India signed the Treaty of Friendship, calling for peace 
between the two nations and non-interference in each other's internal affairs. However, 
Bhutan agreed to let India "guide" its foreign policy and both nations would consult each 
other closely on foreign and defence affairs. The treaty also established free 
trade and extradition protocols. Scholars regard the effect of the treaty is to make Bhutan 
into a protected state, but not a protectorate, because Bhutan continues to have the power 
to conduct its own foreign policy. 
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The occupation of Tibet by Communist China brought both nations even closer. In 1958, 
the then-Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru visited Bhutan and reiterated India's 
support for Bhutan's independence and later declared in the Indian Parliament that any 
aggression against Bhutan would be seen as aggression against India. 

Bhutan didn't consider itself as a protectorate country of India. In August 1959, there was 
a rumour in India political circle that China was seeking to 'liberate' Sikkim in 
1975 and Bhutan. Nehru stated in the Lok Sabha that the defence of the territorial 
uprightness and frontiers of Bhutan was the responsibility of the Government of 
India. This statement was immediately objected to by the Prime Minister of Bhutan, 
saying Bhutan is not a protectorate of India nor did the treaty involve national defence of 
any sort. 

The period saw a major increase in India's economic, military and development aid to 
Bhutan, which had also embarked on a programme of modernisation to bolster its 
security. While India repeatedly reiterated its military support to Bhutan, the latter 
expressed concerns about India's ability to protect Bhutan against China while fighting a 
two-front war involving Pakistan. Despite good relations, India and Bhutan did not 
complete a detailed demarcation of their borders until the period between 1973 and 
1984. Border demarcation talks with India generally resolved disagreements except for 
several small sectors, including the middle zone between Sarpang and Geylegphug and the 
eastern frontier with the Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh. 

INDO-BHUTANESE RELATIONS PAR 1972 

 

 
Bhutanese embassy in New Delhi 

 

Although relations remained close and friendly, the Bhutanese Government expressed a 
need to renegotiate parts of the treaty to enhance Bhutan's sovereignty. Bhutan began to 
slowly assert an independent attitude in foreign affairs by joining the United Nations in 
1971, recognising Bangladesh and signing a new trade agreement in 1972 that provided 
an exemption from export duties for goods from Bhutan to third countries. Bhutan exerted 
its independent stance at the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) summit conference 
in Havana, Cuba also in 1979, by voting with China and some Southeast Asian countries 
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rather than with India on the issue of allowing Cambodia's Khmer Rouge to be seated at 
the conference. Unlike in Nepal, where its 1950 treaty with India has been the subject of 
great political controversy and nationalist resentment because of Indian immigrants in 
Nepal, the nature of Bhutan's relationship with India has not been affected by concerns 
over the treaty provisions. From 2003 to 2004, the Royal Bhutanese Army conducted 
operations against anti-India insurgents of the United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) 
that were operating bases in Bhutan and using its territory to carry out attacks on Indian 
soil. 

2007 TREATY 

India re-negotiated the 1949 treaty with Bhutan and signed a new treaty of friendship in 
2007. The new treaty replaced the provision requiring Bhutan to take India's guidance on 
foreign policy with broader sovereignty and not require Bhutan to obtain India's 
permission over arms imports. In 2008, India's then Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh visited Bhutan and expressed strong support for Bhutan's move 
towards democracy. India allows 16 entry and exit points for Bhutanese trade with other 
countries (the only exception being the PRC) and has agreed to develop and import a 
minimum of 10,000 megawatts of electricity from Bhutan by 2021. 

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI'S 2014 VISIT 

The present Indian Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi chose Bhutan as his first foreign 
destination, placing regional co-operation before global co-operation. He had inaugurated 
the Supreme Court Complex in Bhutan and also promised help to Bhutan on the IT and 
digital sectors. 

Modi made his first foreign visit to Bhutan following an invitation by King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck and Tobgay. The visit was called by the media as a "charm offensive" 
that would also seek to check Bhutan-China relations that had recently been 
formalised.He also sought to build business ties, including a hydro-electric deal, and 
inaugurated the India-funded Supreme Court of Bhutan building. While talking about the 
visit, Modi said that Bhutan was a "natural choice" for his first foreign destination 
because of the "unique and special relationship" the two countries shared. He added that 
he was looking forward to nurture and further strengthen India's special relations with 
Bhutan. His entourage included Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj, National Security 
Adviser Ajit Doval and Foreign Secretary Sujatha Singh. He was further set to discuss 
the insurgency in Northeast India, and China. 
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Chapter 20 

INDIA–MYANMAR RELATIONS 

 

Bilateral relations between Burma (officially the Republic of the Union of Myanmar or the 
Union of Burma) and the Republic of India have improved considerably since 1993, 
overcoming tensions related to drug trafficking, the suppression of democracy and the rule 
of the military junta in Burma. Burma is located south of the states 
of Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh in Northeast India. The Indo-
Burmese border stretches over 1,600 kilometeres. 

HISTORY 

 
Burmese ambassadors at Calcutta in 1882 

 
A South Indian styled Hindu Temple in  

Yangoon, the old capital of Burma. 
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India had long historical relationship with Myanmar since antiquity, cultural exchanges 
included Buddhism and the Burmese script, which was based off the Indian Grantha 
script. In particular, Theravada Buddhism has tremendously influenced Burmese society 
and culture for millennia, with 90% continuing to follow the religion to this day. 

Myanmar (formerly Burma) was made a province of British India by British rulers and 
again separated in 1937. It was in Japanese-occupied Burma that Indian 
nationalist Subhas Chandra Bose delivered his "Give me blood and I will give you 
freedom!" slogan, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi highlighted Burma's role in the 
Indian independence movement. 

India established diplomatic relations after Myanmar's independence from Great 
Britain in 1948. For many years, Indo-Burmese relations were strong due to Myanmar 
previously having been a province of India, due to cultural links, flourishing commerce, 
common interests in regional affairs and the presence of a significant Indian community in 
Myanmar. India provided considerable support when Myanmar struggled with 
regional insurgencies. However, the overthrow of the democratic Government by 
the Military of Myanmar led to strains in ties. Along with much of the world, India 
condemned the suppression of democracy and Myanmar ordered the expulsion of the 
Burmese Indian community, increasing its own isolation from the world. Only China 
maintained close links with Myanmar while India supported the pro-democracy 
movement. 

A major breakthrough occurred in 1987 when the then-Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi visited Myanmar, but relations worsened after the military junta's reaction 
towards pro-democracy movements in 1988, which resulted in an influx of Burmese 
refugees into India. However, since 1993 the Governments of the Indian Prime 
Ministers P. V. Narasimha Rao and Atal Bihari Vajpayee changed course and began to 
establish warmer relations between the two nations, as part of a wider foreign policy of 
increasing India's participation and influence in Southeast Asia, in light of the growing 
influence of the People's Republic of China. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

India is the largest market for Burmese exports, buying about US$ 220 million worth of 
goods in 2000; India's exports to Burma stood at US$75.36 million. India is Burma’s 4th 
largest trading partner after Thailand, China and Singapore, and second largest export 
market after Thailand, absorbing 25 percent of its total exports. India is also the seventh 
most important source of Burma’s imports. The Governments of India and Burma had set 
a target of achieving $1 billion and bilateral trade reached USD 650 million U.S. dollars 
by 2006.  

The Indian Government has worked to extend air, land and sea routes to strengthen trade 
links with Myanmar and establish a gas pipeline.While the involvement of India's private 
sector has been low and growing at a slow pace, both Governments are proceeding to 
enhance cooperation in agriculture, telecommunications, information technology, steel, oil, 
natural gas, hydrocarbons and food processing. The bilateral border trade agreement of 
1994 provides for border trade to be carried out from three designated border points, one 
each in Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE INITIATIVES 

On 13 February 2001 India and Burma inaugurated 250 kilometre Tamu-Kalewa-
Kalemyo highway, popularly called the Indo-Myanmar Friendship Road, built mainly 
by the Indian Army's Border Roads Organisation and aimed to provide a major strategic 
and commercial transport route connecting North-East India, and South Asia as a whole, 
to Southeast Asia. 

INDIA-MYANMAR-THAILAND FRIENDSHIP HIGHWAY 
India and Myanmar have agreed to a 4-lane, 3200 km triangular highway 
connecting India, Myanmar and Thailand. The route, which is expected to have completed 
during 2016,runs from India's northeastern states into Myanmar, where over 1,600 km of 
roads were built or improved. 

The route begins from Guwahati in India and connects to Mandalay in Myanmar, route 
continues to Yangon in Myanmar and then to Mae Sot in Thailand, which then continues 
to Bangkok. 

The first phase connecting Guwahati to Mandalay is set to complete by 2016. This will 
eventually be extended to Cambodia and Vietnam under Mekong-Ganga Cooperation  
within the wider framework of Asian Highway Network. This is aimed at creating a new 
economic zone ranging from Kolkata on the Bay of Bengal to Ho Chi Minh City on 
the South China Sea. 

As of Nov 2014, this project is likely to be completed and fully operational by 2016. 

KALADAN MULTI-MODAL TRANSIT ROUTE 

The Kaladan Multi-modal Transit Transport Project will connect the eastern Indian 
seaport of Kolkata with Sittwe seaport in Myanmar by sea; it will then link Sittwe seaport 
to Lashio in Myanmar via Kaladan river boat route and then from Lashio on 
to Mizoram in India by road transport. The project was scheduled to be completed by 2014 
according to Governor of Mizoram Vakkom Purushothaman., but as of Nov 2014 it is likely 
to be completed by 2016. 

VISAS 

During a 2017 visit to Nay Pyi Taw, Prime Minister Modi announced that India would 
offer gratis/no-cost visas to all Myanmar citizens visiting India. 

STRATEGIC COOPERATIONS 

India's move to forge close relations with Burma are motivated by a desire to counter 
China's growing influence as a regional leader and enhance its own influence and 
standing. Concerns and tensions increased in India over China's extensive military 
involvement in developing ports, naval and intelligence facilities and industries, 
specifically the upgrading of a naval base in Sittwe, a major seaport located close to the 
eastern Indian city of Kolkata. India's engagement of the Burmese military junta has 
helped ease the regime's international isolation and lessen Burma's reliance on 
China. Both nations sought to cooperate to counteract drug trafficking and insurgent 
groups operating in the border areas. India and Myanmar are leading members 
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of BIMSTEC and the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation, along with Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia 
and Thailand, helping India develop its influence and ties amongst Southeast Asian 
nations. 

In 2013, India provided a loan of about US$500million. to Myanmar for its development; 
India and Myanmar have also agreed to cooperate militarily in order to help modernize 
Myanmar's military. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

India was hesitant in reacting to the 2007 Burmese anti-Government protests that had 
drawn overwhelming international condemnation. India also declared that it had no 
intention of interfering in Burma's internal affairs and that the Burmese people would 
have to achieve democracy by themselves as it respects the sovereignty of Myanmar. This 
low-key response has been widely criticised both within India and abroad as weakening 
India's credentials as a leading democratic nation. 

In contrast to much of the international community, Prime Minister Modi declined to 
criticize Suu Kyi's handling of the 2016–17 Northern Rakhine State clashes or Myanmar's 
Government's treatment of its Rohingya people. 
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Chapter 21 

CHINA–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

China–India relations, also called Sino-Indian relations or Indo-China relations, refers to 
the bilateral relationship between the People's Republic of China (PRC) and the Republic 
of India. Although the relationship has been friendly, there are border disputes and an 
economic competition between the two countries that have at times led to strained 
relations. The modern relationship began in 1950 when India was among the first 
countries to end formal ties with the Republic of China (Taiwan) and recognize the PRC as 
the legitimate Government of Mainland China. China and India are the two most 
populous countries and fastest growing major economies in the world. Growth in 
diplomatic and economic influence has increased the significance of their bilateral 
relationship. 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India and President Xi Jinping of China,  

during the latter's state visit to India, September 2014. 

 

Cultural and economic relations between China and India date back to ancient times. 
The Silk Road not only served as a major trade route between India and China, but is also 
credited for facilitating the spread of Buddhismfrom India to East Asia. During the 19th 
century, China's growing opium trade with the East India Company triggered 
the First and Second Opium Wars. During World War II, India and China both played a 
crucial role in halting the progress of Imperial Japan. 

Relations between contemporary China and India have been characterised by border 
disputes, resulting in three military conflicts — the Sino-Indian War of 1962, the Chola 
incident in 1967, and the 1987 Sino-Indian skirmish. In early 2017, the two countries 
clashed at the Doklam plateau along the disputed Sino-Bhutanese border. However, since 
the late 1980s, both countries have successfully rebuilt diplomatic and economic ties. In 
2008, China became India's largest trading partner and the two countries have also 
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extended their strategic and military relations.. Apart from trade and commerce, there are 
some other areas of mutual interest on which China and India have been cooperating of 
late. In the words of Rejaul Karim Laskar, a scholar of Indian foreign policy, "Currently, 
the two countries are cooperating on a range of international like trade, climate change 
and reform of the global financial order, among others, to promote common interest". 

Despite growing economic and strategic ties, there are several hurdles for India and the 
PRC to overcome. India faces trade imbalance heavily in favour of China. The two 
countries failed to resolve their border dispute and Indian media outlets have repeatedly 
reported Chinese military incursions into Indian territory. Both countries have steadily 
established military infrastructure along border areas. Additionally, India remains wary 
about China's strong strategic bilateral relations with Pakistan, while China has 
expressed concerns about Indian military and economic activities in the disputed South 
China Sea. In June 2012, China stated its position that "Sino-Indian ties" could be the 
most "important bilateral partnership of the century". However, India did not respond 
that initiative from China in equal terms, as Indian media often displayed a noisy and 
belligerent stand against China. That month Wen Jiabao, the Premier of 
China and Manmohan Singh, the Prime Minister of India set a goal to increase bilateral 
trade between the two countries to US$100 billion by 2015. In November 2012, the 
bilateral trade was estimated to be $73.9 billion. 

According to a 2014 BBC World Service Poll, 33% of Indians view China positively, with 
35% expressing a negative view, whereas 27% of Chinese people view India positively, 
with 35% expressing a negative view. A 2014 survey conducted by the Pew Research 
Center showed 72% of Indians were concerned that territorial disputes between China and 
neighbouring countries could lead to a military conflict. The President of the People's 
Republic of China, Xi Jinping, was one of the top world leaders to visit New 
Delhi after Narendra Modi took over as Prime Minister of India in 2014. India's insistence 
to raise South China Sea in various multilateral forums subsequently did not help that 
beginning once again, the relationship facing suspicion from Indian administration and 
media alike. 

GEOGRAPHICAL OVERVIEW 
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Map of Eastern and Southern Asia. 

 

(The border between the People's Republic of China and the Republic of India 
over Arunachal Pradesh/South Tibet reflects actual control, without dotted line showing 
claims.) 

China and India are separated by the Himalayas. China and India today share a border 
with Nepal and Bhutan acting as buffer states. Parts of the disputed Kashmir region 
claimed by India are claimed and administered by either Pakistan (Azad 
Kashmir and Gilgit and Baltistan) or by the PRC (Aksai Chin). The Government of 
Pakistan on its maps shows the Aksai Chin area as mostly within China and labels the 
boundary "Frontier Undefined" while India holds that Aksai Chin is illegally occupied by 
the PRC. 

China and India also dispute most of Arunachal Pradesh. However, both countries have 
agreed to respect the Line of Actual Control. 

COUNTRY COMPARISON 

  Republic of India 
 People's 
Republic of 
China 

Popul
ation 

1,337,364,960 1,386,301,390 

Area 3,287,240 km² (1,269,210 sq mi) 
9,640,821 km² 
(3,704,427 sq 
mi) 

Popul
ation 
densit
y 

452/km² 148/km² 

Capita
l 

New Delhi Beijing 

Larges
t city 

Mumbai Shanghai 

Gover
nment 

Federal republic, parliamentary democracy 
Socialist, one-
party state 

Curre
nt 
leader 

Narendra Modi Xi Jinping 

Officia
l 
langua
ges 

Hindi, English, Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam, Marat
hi, Meitei, Nepali, Odia, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Maithili, Dogri, Santali, Bod
o and Urdu (See Languages with official status in India) 

Standard 
Chinese (Man
darin), Mongo
lian, 
Tibetan, Uyg
hur, Zhuang 
(See Languag
es of China) 

Main Hinduism (79.8%), Islam (14.2%), Christianity (2.5%), Sikhism (1.9%) Buddhism (0.8%), >10% each: 
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religio
ns 

Jainism (0.4%) other religions (0.6%) see also Religion in India non-religious, 
folk religions 
and Taoism, 
Buddhism. 
<10% each: 
Islam, 
Christianity, 
Bon. See 
also Religion 
in China 

GDP 
(nomi
nal)(2
016) 

US$2.45 trillion 
US$11.22 
trillion 

GDP 
(nomi
nal) 
per 
capita 
(2016) 

US$1,850 US$8,113 

GDP 
(PPP) 
(2016) 

US$9.49 trillion 
US$21.26 
trillion 

GDP 
(PPP) 
per 
capita 
(2016) 

US$7,153 US$15,424 

Huma
n 
Develo
pment 
Index(
2015) 

0.624 (medium) 0.738 (high) 

Foreig
n 
excha
nge 
reserv
es (Se
pt 
2016) 

US$402 million 
US$3,185,916 
million 

Milita
ry 
expen
diture
s 

US$45.785 billion (2.5% of GDP) 
US$166.107 
billion (2012) 
(2.0% of GDP) 

Manpo
wer 

Active troops: 1,325,000 (2,142,821 reserve personnel) 

Active troops: 
approximatel
y 2,285,000 
(800,000 
reserve 
personnel) 
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EARLY HISTORY 

ANTIQUITY 

The first records of contact between China and India were written during the 2nd century 
BCE. Buddhism was transmitted from India to China in the 1st century CE. Trade 
relations via the Silk Road acted as economic contact between the two regions. 

 
Xiangqi, or Chinese chess, which, like Western Chess is believed to be descended  

from the Indian chess game of chaturanga. The earliest indications reveal the game  
may have been played as early as the third century BCE. 

 

China and India have also had some contact before the transmission of Buddhism. 
References to a people called the Chinas, are found in ancient Indian literature. 
The Indian epic Mahabharata (c. 5th century BCE) contains references to "China", which 
may have been referring to the Qin state which later became the Qin 
Dynasty. Chanakya (c. 350-283 BCE), the prime minister of the Maurya Empire refers to 
Chinese silk as "cinamsuka" (Chinese silk dress) and "cinapatta" (Chinese silk bundle) in 
his Arthashastra. 

In the Records of the Grand Historian, Zhang Qian (d. 113 BCE) and Sima Qian (145-90 
BCE) make references to "Shendu", which may have been referring to the Indus 
Valley (the Sindh province in modern Pakistan), originally known as "Sindhu" in Sanskrit. 
When Yunnan was annexed by the Han Dynasty in the 1st century, Chinese authorities 
reported an Indian "Shendu" community living there. 

MIDDLE AGES 

From the 1st century onwards, many Indian scholars and monks travelled to China, such 
as Batuo (fl. 464-495 CE)—first abbot of the Shaolin Monastery—and Bodhidharma—
founder of Chan/Zen Buddhism—while many Chinese scholars and monks also travelled to 
India, such as Xuanzang (b. 604) and I Ching (635-713), both of whom were students 
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at Nalanda University in Bihar. Xuanzang wrote the Great Tang Records on the Western 
Regions, an account of his journey to India, which later inspired Wu Cheng'en's Ming 
Dynasty novel Journey to the West, one of the Four Great Classical Novels of Chinese 
literature. According to some, St. Thomas the Apostle travelled from India to China and 
back (see Perumalil, A.C. The Apostle in India. Patna, 1971: 5-54.) 

 
The Shaolin Monastery in Dengfeng, Henan, China. 

TAMIL DYNASTIES 
RELATIONSHIP OF THE CHOLAS WITH THE CHINESE 

 
Chola Empire under Rajendra Chola c. 1030 C.E. 
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The Cholas maintained good relationship with the Chinese. Arrays of ancient Chinese 
coins have been found in the Cholas homeland 
(i.e. Thanjavur, Tiruvarur and Pudukkottai districts of Tamil Nadu, India). 

Under Rajaraja Chola and his son Rajendra Chola, the Cholas had strong trading links 
with Chinese Song Dynasty. The Chola navy conquered the Sri Vijaya Empire 
of Indonesia and Malaysia and secured a sea trading route to China. 

Many sources describe Bodhidharma, the founder of the Zen school of Buddhism in China, 
as a prince of the Pallava dynasty. 

TANG AND HARSHA DYNASTIES 

During the 7th century, Tang dynasty China gained control over large portions of the Silk 
Road and Central Asia. Wang Xuance had sent a diplomatic mission to northern India, 
which was embroiled by civil war just following the death of Emperor Harsha (590–647). 
After the murder of 30 members of this mission by the usurper claimants, Wang fled, and 
returned with allied Nepali and Tibetan troops to back the opposition. With his forces, 

Wang captured the capital, while his deputy Jiang Shiren (蒋师仁) captured the usurper 
and sent him back to Emperor Taizong (599-649) in Chang'an as a prisoner. 

During the 8th century, the astronomical table of sines by the Indian 
astronomer and mathematician, Aryabhatta (476-550), were translated into the Chinese 
astronomical and mathematical book of the Treatise on Astrology of the Kaiyuan 
Era (Kaiyuan Zhanjing), compiled in 718 CE during the Tang Dynasty. The Kaiyuan 
Zhanjing was compiled by Gautama Siddha, an astronomer and astrologer born in 
Chang'an, and whose family was originally from India. He was also notable for his 
translation of the Navagraha calendar into Chinese. 

YUAN DYNASTY 

A rich merchant from the Ma'bar Sultanate, Abu Ali (P'aehali) 孛哈里 (or 布哈爾 Buhaer), 
was associated closely with the Ma'bar royal family. After a fallout with the Ma'bar family, 
he moved to Yuan dynasty China and received a Korean woman as his wife and a job from 
the Emperor, the woman was formerly 桑哥 Sangha's wife and her father was 

蔡仁揆  Ch'ae In'gyu during the reign of 忠烈 Chungnyeol of Goryeo, recorded in 

the Dongguk Tonggam, Goryeosa and 留夢炎 Liu Mengyan's 中俺集 
Zhong'anji. 桑哥 Sangha was a Tibetan. Tamil Hindu Indian merchants traded 
in Quanzhou during the Yuan dynasty. Hindu statues were found in Quanzhou dating to 
this period. 

MING DYNASTY 

Between 1405 and 1433, Ming dynasty China sponsored a series of seven naval 
expeditions led by Admiral Zheng He. Zheng He visited numerous Indian kingdoms and 
ports, including India, Bengal, and Ceylon, Persian Gulf, Arabia, and later expeditions 
ventured down as far as Malindi in what is now Kenya.  
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Throughout his travels, Zheng He liberally dispensed Chinese gifts of silk, porcelain, and 
other goods. In return, he received rich and unusual presents, including 
African zebras and giraffes.  

Zheng He and his company paid respect to local deities and customs, and in Ceylon they 
erected a monument (Galle Trilingual Inscription) honouring Buddha, Allah, and Vishnu. 

 

 
Stele installed in Calicut by Zheng He (modern replica) 

 
 Chinese fishing nets in Kochi, Kerala, India. 

SINO-SIKH WAR 

In the 18th to 19th centuries, the Sikh Confederacy expanded into neighbouring lands. It 
had annexed Ladakh into the state of Jammu in 1834. In 1841, they invaded Tibet and 
overran parts of western Tibet. Chinese forces defeated the Sikh army in December 1841, 
forcing the Sikh army to withdraw, and in turn entered Ladakh and besieged Leh, where 
they were in turn defeated by the Sikh Army. At this point, neither side wished to 
continue the conflict. The Sikhs claimed victory. as the Sikhs were embroiled in tensions 
with the British that would lead up to the First Anglo-Sikh War, while the Chinese was in 
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the midst of the First Opium War. The two parties signed a treaty in September 1842, 
which stipulated no transgressions or interference in the other country's frontiers. 

BRITISH INDIA 

The British East India Company used opium grown in India as export to China. Britain 
used their Indian sepoys and the British Indian Army in the Opium Wars and Boxer 
Rebellion against China. The British used Indian soldiers to guard the Foreign 
concessions in areas like Shanghai. The Chinese slur "Yindu A San" (Indian number 
three) was used to describe Indian soldiers in British service. 

AFTER INDEPENDENCE 

On 1 October 1949 the People’s Liberation Army defeated the Kuomintang (Nationalist 
Party). On 15 August 1947, India became an independent British dominion and became a 
federal, democratic republic after its constitution came into effect on 26 January 1950. 

Jawaharlal Nehru based his vision of "resurgent Asia" on friendship between the two 
largest states of Asia; his vision of an internationalist foreign policy governed by the ethics 
of the Panchsheel (Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence), which he initially believed was 
shared by China. Nehru was disappointed when it became clear that the two countries had 
a conflict of interest in Tibet, which had traditionally served as a buffer zone, and where 
India believed it had inherited special privileges from the British Raj. 

1950s 

India established diplomatic relations with the PRC on 1 January 1950, the second non-
communist nation to do so. 

Mao Zedong viewed Tibet as an integral part of the People's Republic of China. Mao saw 
Indian concern over Tibet as a manifestation of interference in the internal affairs of the 
PRC. The PRC reasserted control over Tibet and to end Lamaism (Tibetan Buddhism) 
and feudalism, which it did by force of arms in 1950. To avoid antagonizing the PRC, 
Nehru informed Chinese leaders that India had no political ambitions, territorial 
ambitions, nor did it seek special privileges in Tibet, but that traditional trading rights 
must continue. With Indian support, Tibetan delegates signed an agreement in May 1951 
recognizing PRC sovereignty but guaranteeing that the existing political and social system 
of Tibet would continue.. 

In April 1954, India and the PRC signed an eight-year agreement on Tibet that became 
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence (or Panchsheel). Although critics called the 
Panchsheel naive, Nehru calculated that India's best guarantee of security was to 
establish a psychological buffer zone in place of the lost physical buffer of Tibet. 

It is the popular perception that the catch phrase of India's diplomacy with China in the 
1950s was Hindi-Chini bhai-bhai, which means, in Hindi, "Indians and Chinese are 
brothers" While VK Krishna Menon was the Defence Minister in 1958, Nehru had 
privately told G. Parthasarathi the Indian envoy to China to send all communications 
directly to him bypassing Menon, due to his communist background and sympathy 
towards China. 
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Nehru sought to initiate a more direct dialogue between the peoples of China and India in 
culture and literature. Around that time, the famous Indian artist (painter) Beohar 
Rammanohar Sinha, who had earlier decorated the pages of the original Constitution of 
India, was sent to China in 1957 on a Government of India fellowship to establish a direct 
cross-cultural and inter-civilization bridge. Noted Indian scholar Rahul Sankrityayan and 
diplomat Natwar Singh were also there, and Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan paid a visit to 
PRC. Between 1957 and 1959, Beohar Rammanohar Sinha not only disseminated Indian 
art in PRC but also became skilled in Chinese painting and lacquer-work. He also spent 
time with great masters Qi Baishi, Li Keran, Li Kuchan as well as some moments 
with Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai. Consequently, up until 1959, despite border skirmishes, 
Chinese leaders amicably had assured India that there was no territorial controversy. 

In 1954, India published new maps that included the Aksai Chin region within the 
boundaries of India. When India discovered that China built a road through the region, 
border clashes and Indian protests became more frequent. In January 1959, PRC 
premier Zhou Enlai wrote to Nehru, pointing out that no Government in China had 
accepted as legal the McMahon Line, which in the 1914 Simla Convention defined the 
eastern section of the border between India and Tibet. 

In March 1959, the Dalai Lama, spiritual and temporal head of the Tibetan people, sought 
sanctuary in Dharmsala, Himachal Pradesh. Thousands of Tibetan refugees settled in 
northwestern India. The PRC accused India of expansionism and imperialism in Tibet and 
throughout the Himalayan region. China claimed 104,000 km² of territory over which 
India's maps showed clear sovereignty, and demanded "rectification" of the entire border. 

1960s 

SINO-INDIAN WAR 
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Map showing disputed territories of India 

Border disputes resulted in a short border war between the People's Republic of China and 
India on 20 October 1962.[page needed] The border clash resulted in a defeat of India as the 
PRC pushed the Indian forces to within forty-eight kilometres of the Assam plains in the 
northeast and occupied strategic points in Ladakh, until the PRC declared a 
unilateral cease-fire on 21 November and withdrew twenty kilometers behind its 
contended line of control. 

At the time of Sino-Indian border conflict, the Communist Party of India was accused by 
the Indian Government as being pro-PRC, and a large number of political leaders were 
jailed. Subsequently, CPI split with the leftist section forming the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) in 1964. CPI(M) held some contacts with the Communist Party of China in 
the initial period after the split, but did not fully embrace the political line of Mao Zedong. 

Relations between the PRC and India deteriorated during the rest of the 1960s and the 
early 1970s as China–Pakistan relations improved and Sino-Soviet relations worsened. 
The PRC backed Pakistan in its 1965 war with India. Between 1967 and 1971, an all-
weather road was built across territory claimed by India, linking PRC's Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region with Pakistan; India could do no more than protest. 
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The PRC continued an active propaganda campaign against India and supplied 
ideological, financial, and other assistance to dissident groups, especially to tribes in 
northeastern India. The PRC accused India of assisting the Khampa rebels in Tibet. 

Sri Lanka played the role of chief negotiator to withdraw the Chinese troops from the 
Indian territory. Both countries agreed to Colombo's proposals. 

LATER CONFLICTS 
NATHU LA AND CHO LA INCIDENTS AND 1987 SINO-INDIAN SKIRMISH 

In late 1967, there were two more conflicts between Indian and Chinese forces at their 
contested border, in Sikkim. The first conflict was dubbed the "Nathu La Incident", and 
the other the "Cho La Incident". 

In September 1967, Chinese and Indian forces clashed at Nathu La. On 11 September, 
Chinese troops opened fire on a detachment of Indian soldiers tasked with protecting an 
engineering company that was fencing the North Shoulder of Nathu La. This escalated 
over the next five days to an exchange of heavy artillery and mortar fire between the 
Indian and Chinese forces. Sixty-two Indian soldiers were killed. 

Soon afterwards, Indian and Chinese forces clashed again in the Chola incident. On 1 
October 1967, some Indian and Chinese soldiers had an argument over the control of a 
boulder at the Chola outpost in Sikkim (then a protectorate of India), triggering a fight 
that escalated to a mortar and heavy machine gun duel. On 10 October, both sides again 
exchanged heavy fire. While Indian forces would sustain eighty-eight troops killed in 
action with another 163 troops wounded, China would suffer greater casualties, with 32 
killed and 91 wounded in Nathu La, as well as forty in Chola. 

1970s 

In August 1971, India signed its Treaty of Peace, Friendship, and Co-operation with 
the Soviet Union. The PRC sided with Pakistan in its December 1971 war with India. 
Although China strongly condemned India, it did not carry out its veiled threat to 
intervene on Pakistan's behalf. By this time, the PRC had replaced the Republic of China 
in the UN where its representatives denounced India as being a "tool of Soviet 
expansionism." 

India and the PRC renewed efforts to improve relations after Indian Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi's Congress party lost the 1977 elections to Morarji Desai's Janata 
Party. In 1978, the Indian Minister of External Affairs Atal Bihari Vajpayee made a 
landmark visit to Beijing, and both countries officially re-established diplomatic relations 
in 1979. The PRC modified its pro-Pakistan stand on Kashmir and appeared willing to 
remain silent on India's absorption of Sikkim and its special advisory relationship 
with Bhutan. The PRC's leaders agreed to discuss the boundary issue, India's priority, as 
the first step to a broadening of relations. The two countries hosted each other's news 
agencies, and Mount Kailash and Mansarowar Lake in Tibet, the mythological home of 
the Hindu pantheon, were opened to annual pilgrimages. 

1980s 
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In 1981, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China, Huang 
Hua made a landmark visit to New Delhi. PRC Premier Zhao Ziyang concurrently 
toured Pakistan, Nepal, and Bangladesh. 

In 1980, Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi approved a plan to upgrade the deployment 
of forces around the Line of Actual Control. India also undertook infrastructural 
development in disputed areas. 

In 1984, squads of Indian soldiers began actively patrolling the Sumdorong Chu Valley 
in Arunachal Pradesh. In the winter of 1986, the Chinese deployed their troops to the 
Sumdorong Chu before the Indian team could arrive and built a Helipad at 
Wandung. Surprised by the Chinese occupation, India's then Chief of Army Staff, General 
K.Sundarji, airlifted a brigade to the region. 

Chinese troops could not move any further into the valley and were forced to away from 
the valley. By 1987, Beijing's reaction was similar to that in 1962 and this prompted many 
Western diplomats to predict war. However, Indian foreign minister N.D. Tiwari and 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi travelled to Beijing to negotiate a mutual de-escalation. 

India and the PRC held eight rounds of border negotiations between December 1981 and 
November 1987. In 1985 the PRC insisted on mutual concessions without defining the 
exact terms of its "package proposal" or where the actual line of control lay. In 1986 and 
1987, the negotiations achieved nothing, given the charges exchanged between the two 
countries of military encroachment in the Sumdorung Chu Valley. China's construction of 
a military post and helicopter pad in the area in 1986 and India's grant of statehood 
to Arunachal Pradesh (formerly the North-East Frontier Agency) in February 1987 caused 
both sides to deploy troops to the area. The PRC relayed warnings that it would "teach 
India a lesson" if it did not cease "nibbling" at Chinese territory. By the summer of 1987, 
however, both sides had backed away from conflict and denied military clashes had taken 
place. 

A warming trend in relations was facilitated by Rajiv Gandhi's visit to China in December 
1988. The two sides issued a joint communiqué that stressed the need to restore friendly 
relations on the basis of the Panchsheel. India and the People's Republic of China agreed 
to achieve a "fair and reasonable settlement while seeking a mutually acceptable solution" 
to the border dispute. The communiqué also expressed China's concern about agitation 
by Tibetan separatists in India and reiterated that anti-China political activities by 
expatriate Tibetans would not be tolerated. Rajiv Gandhi signed bilateral agreements on 
science and technology co-operation, establish direct air links, and on cultural exchanges. 
The two sides also agreed to hold annual diplomatic consultations between foreign 
ministers, set up a joint committee on economic and scientific co-operation, and a joint 
working group on the boundary issue. The latter group was to be led by the Indian foreign 
secretary and the Chinese vice minister of foreign affairs. 

1990s 

Top-level dialogue continued with the December 1991 visit of PRC premier Li Peng to 
India and the May 1992 visit to China of Indian president R. Venkataraman. Six rounds of 
talks of the Indian-Chinese Joint Working Group on the Border Issue were held between 
December 1988 and June 1993. Progress was also made in reducing tensions on the border 
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via mutual troop reductions, regular meetings of local military commanders, and advance 
notification about military exercises. In July 1992, Sharad Pawar visited Beijing, the first 
Indian Minister of Defence to do so. Consulates reopened in Bombay (Mumbai) 
and Shanghai in December 1992. During 

In 1993, The sixth-round of the joint working group talks was held in New Delhi but 
resulted in only minor developments. Prime Minister Narasimha Rao and Premier Li Peng 
signed a border agreement dealing with cross-border trade, cooperation on environmental 
issues (e.g. Pollution, Animal extinction, Global Warming, etc.) and radio and television 
broadcasting. A senior-level Chinese military delegation made a goodwill visit to India in 
December 1993 aimed at "fostering confidence-building measures between the defence 
forces of the two countries." The visit, however, came at a time when China was providing 
greater military support to Burma. The presence of Chinese radar technicians in 
Burma's Coco Islands, which border India's Andaman and Nicobar Islands caused concern 
in India. 

In January 1994, Beijing announced that it not only favored a negotiated solution on 
Kashmir, but also opposed any form of independence for the region. Talks were held in 
New Delhi in February aimed at confirming established "confidence-building measures", 
discussing clarification of the "line of actual control", reduction of armed forces along the 
line, and prior information about forthcoming military exercises. China's hope for 
settlement of the boundary issue was reiterated. 

In 1995, talks by the India-China Expert Group led to an agreement to set up two 
additional points of contact along the 4,000 km border to facilitate meetings between 
military personnel. The two sides were reportedly "seriously engaged" in defining the 
McMahon Line and the line of actual control vis-à-vis military exercises and prevention of 
air intrusion. Talks were held in Beijing in July and in New Delhi in August to improve 
border security, combat cross-border crimes and on additional troop withdrawals from the 
border. These talks further reduced tensions. 

There was little notice taken in Beijing of the April 1995 announcement of the opening of 
the Taipei Economic and Cultural Centre in New Delhi. The Centre serves as the 
representative office of the Republic of China (Taiwan) and is the counterpart of the India-
Taipei Association located in Taiwan. Both institutions share the goal of improving India-
ROC relations, which have been strained since New Delhi's recognition of Beijing in 1950. 

Sino-Indian relations hit a low point in 1998 following India's nuclear tests. Indian 
Defence Minister George Fernandes declared that "“in my perception of national security, 
China is enemy No 1.…and any person who is concerned about India’s security must agree 
with that fact", hinting that India developed nuclear weapons in defence against China's 
nuclear arsenal. In 1998, China was one of the strongest international critics of India's 
nuclear tests and entry into the nuclear club. During the 1999 Kargil War China voiced 
support for Pakistan, but also counseled Pakistan to withdraw its forces. 

2000s 
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Indian and Chinese officers at Nathu La. Nathu La was re-opened in 2006  

following numerous bilateral trade agreements. The opening of the pass is expected to bolster  
the economy of the region and play a key role in the growing Sino-Indian trade. 

In a major embarrassment for China, the 17th Karmapa, Urgyen Trinley Dorje, who was 
proclaimed by China, made a dramatic escape from Tibet to the Rumtek Monastery in 
Sikkim. Chinese officials were in a quandary on this issue as any protest to India on the 
issue would mean an explicit endorsement on India's governance of Sikkim, which the 
Chinese still hadn't recognised. In 2003, China officially recognised Indian sovereignty 
over Sikkim as the two countries moved towards resolving their border disputes. 

In 2004, the two countries proposed opening up the Nathula and Jelepla Passes in Sikkim. 
2004 was a milestone in Sino-Indian bilateral trade, surpassing the US$10 billion mark 
for the first time. In April 2005, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao visited Bangalore to push 
for increased Sino-Indian cooperation in high-tech industries. Wen stated that the 21st 
century will be "the Asian century of the IT industry."Regarding the issue of India gaining 
a permanent seat on the UN Security Council, Wen Jiabao initially seemed to support the 
idea, but had returned to a neutral position. 

In the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Summit in 2005, China 
was granted an observer status. While other countries in the region are ready to consider 
China for permanent membership in the SAARC, India seemed reluctant. 

Issues surrounding energy has risen in significance. Both countries have growing energy 
demand to support economic growth. Both countries signed an agreement in 2006 to 
envisage ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL) and the China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) 
to placing joint bids for promising projects. 

In 2006, China and India re-opened Nathula pass for trading. Nathula was closed 44 years 
prior to 2006. Re-opening of border trade will help ease the economic isolation of the 
region. In November 2006, China and India had a verbal spat over claim of the north-east 
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Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh. India claimed that China was occupying 38,000 square 
kilometres of its territory in Kashmir, while China claimed the whole of Arunachal 
Pradesh as its own. 

In 2007, China denied the application for visa from an Indian Administrative 
Service officer in Arunachal Pradesh. According to China, since Arunachal Pradesh is a 
territory of China, he would not need a visa to visit his own country. Later in December 
2007, China reversed its policy by granting a visa to Marpe Sora, an Arunachal born 
professor in computer science. In January 2008, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh visited 
China to discuss trade, commerce, defence, military, and various other issues. 

Until 2008 the British Government's position remained the same as had been since 
the Simla Accord of 1913: that China held suzerainty over Tibet but not sovereignty. 
Britain revised this view on 29 October 2008, when it recognized Chinese sovereignty over 
Tibet through its website. The Economist stated that although the British Foreign Office's 
website does not use the word sovereignty, officials at the Foreign Office said "it means 
that, as far as Britain is concerned, 'Tibet is part of China. Full stop.'" This change in 
Britain's position affects India's claim to its North Eastern territories which rely on the 
same Simla Accord that Britain's prior position on Tibet's sovereignty was based upon. 

In October 2009, Asian Development Bank formally acknowledging Arunachal Pradesh as 
part of India, approved a loan to India for a development project there. Earlier China had 
exercised pressure on the bank to cease the loan, however India succeeded in securing the 
loan with the help of the United States and Japan. China expressed displeasure at ADB. 

2010s 

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao paid an official visit to India from 15–17 December 2010 at 
the invitation of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. He was accompanied by 400 Chinese 
business leaders, who wished to sign business deals with Indian companies. 

“ India and China are two very populous countries with ancient civilisations, 
friendship between the two countries has a time-honoured history, which can be 
dated back 2,000 years, and since the establishment of diplomatic ties between our 
two countries, in particular the last ten years, friendship and cooperation has made 
significant progress. 

Premier Wen Jiabao at the Tagore International School, 15th December 2010 ” 

In April 2011, during the BRICS summit in Sanya, Hainan, China the two countries 
agreed to restore defence co-operation and China had hinted that it may reverse its policy 
of administering stapled visas to residents of Jammu and Kashmir. This practice was later 
stopped, and as a result, defence ties were resumed between the two countries and joint 
military drills were expected. 

It was reported in February 2012 that India will reach US$100 billion trade with China by 
2015. Bilateral trade between the two countries reached US$73 billion in 2011, making 
China India's largest trade partner, but slipped to US$66 billion in 2012. 
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In the 2012 BRICS summit in New Delhi, India, Chinese President Hu Jintao told Indian 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh that "it is China's unswerving policy to develop Sino-
Indian friendship, deepen strategic cooperation and seek common development" and 
"China hopes to see a peaceful, prosperous and continually developing India and is 
committed to building more dynamic China-India relationship". Other topics were 
discussed, including border dispute problems and a unified BRICS central bank. 

In response to India's test of an Agni-V missile capable of carrying a nuclear warhead to 
Beijing, the PRC called for the two countries to "cherish the hard-earned momentum of co-
operation". 

A three-week standoff between Indian and Chinese troops in close proximity to each other 
and the Line of Actual Control between Jammu and Kashmir's Ladakh region and Aksai 
Chin was defused on 5 May 2013, days before a trip by Indian Foreign Minister Salman 
Khurshid to China; Khurshid said that both countries had a shared interest in not having 
the border issue exacerbate or "destroy" long-term progress in relations. The Chinese 
agreed to withdraw their troops in exchange for an Indian agreement to demolish several 
"live-in bunkers" 250 km to the south in the disputed Chumar sector. 

 
The BRICS leaders in China, 2016 

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang made his first foreign visit to India on 18 May 2013 in a bid 
to increase diplomatic co-operation, to cement trade relations, and formulate border 
dispute solutions. 

Indian President Pranab Mukherjee’s visit to Arunachal Pradesh, a northeast Indian state 
that China recognizes as "South Tibet", in late November, 2013 and in his speech calling 
the area an "integral and important part of India" generated an angry response from 
Beijing. Foreign ministry spokesman Qin Gang's statement in response to Mukherjee's 
two-day visit to Arunachal Pradesh was "China's stance on the disputed area on the 
eastern part of the China-India border is consistent and clear. 

In September, 2014 the relationship took a sting as troops of the People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) have reportedly entered two kilometres inside the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in 
Chumar sector. The next month, V. K. Singhsaid that China and India had come to a 
"convergence of views" on the threat of terrorism emanating from Pakistan. 
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In more modern times, China and India have been working together to produce films 
together, such as Kung Fu Yoga starring Jackie Chan. However, disruptions have risen 
again due to China building trade routes with Pakistan on disputed Kashmir territory. 

2017 DOKLAM STANDOFF 
2017 CHINA–INDIA BORDER STANDOFF 

On 16 June 2017 Chinese troops with construction vehicles and road-building equipment 
began extending an existing road southward in Doklam, a territory which is claimed by 
both China as well as India's ally Bhutan. On June 18, 2017, around 270 Indian troops, 
with weapons and two bulldozers, entered Doklam to stop the Chinese troops from 
constructing the road. Among other charges, China accused India of illegal intrusion into 
its territory across mutually agreed China-India boundary and violation of its territorial 
sovereignty and UN Charter, while India accused China of changing status quo in 
violation of a 2012 understanding between the two Governments regarding the tri-
junction boundary points and causing security concerns, widely understood as at its 
strategic Siliguri Corridor. India media reported that on 28 June Bhutan issued a 
demarche demanding China to cease road building in Doklam and to maintain the status 
quo. 

The Minister of External Affairs of India Sushma Swaraj said that if China unilaterally 
changes the status-quo of the tri-junction point between China-India and Bhutan then it 
poses a challenge to the security of India. 

On 24 July 2017, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi told reporters that it is very clear 
who is right and who is wrong in the standoff in Doklam, and that even senior Indian 
officials have publicly said that Chinese troops have not intruded into Indian 
territory. The US expressed concern in mid July 2017. China repeatedly said that India's 
withdrawal was a prerequisite for meaningful dialogue. On July 21, 2017, the Minister of 
External Affairs of India Sushma Swaraj said that for dialogue, both India and China 
must withdraw troops. Sushma Swaraj also said that the road constructed by China is a 
threat to Indian security. 

On August 2, 2017, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China published a document 

entitled, 印度边防部队在中印边界锡金段越界 进入中国领土的事实和中国的立场 (Indian 
border forces cross the border between China and India...The facts...and the position of 
China), claiming that Indian border forces have illegally crossed the border between China 
and India and detailing China's position on the matter. The document says China notified 
India regarding its plan to construct road "in advance in full reflection of China’s 
goodwill". The Ministry of External Affairs of India refused to confirm or deny the 
statement when asked that if India received notification? 

On August 28, China and India have reached a consensus to put an end to the border 
stand-off. Both China and India agreed to withdraw troops from Doklam. 

BILATERAL TRADE 

China is India's largest trading partner. 
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Chinese imports from India amounted to $16.4 billion or 0.8% of its overall imports, and 
4.2% of India's overall exports in 2014. The 10 major commodities exported from India to 
the China were: 

1. Cotton: $3.2 billion 
2. Gems, precious metals, coins: $2.5 billion 
3. Copper: $2.3 billion 
4. Ores, slag, ash: $1.3 billion 
5. Organic chemicals: $1.1 billion 
6. Salt, sulphur, stone, cement: $958.7 million 
7. Machines, engines, pumps: $639.7lmillion 
8. Plastics: $499.7 million 
9. Electronic equipment: $440 million 
10. Raw hides excluding furskins: $432.7 million 

Chinese exports to India amounted to $58.4 billion or 2.3% of its overall exports, and 
12.6% of India's overall imports in 2014. The 10 major commodities exported from China 
to India were: 

1. Electronic equipment: $16 billion 
2. Machines, engines, pumps: $9.8 billion 
3. Organic chemicals: $6.3 billion 
4. Fertilizers: $2.7 billion 
5. Iron and steel: $2.3 billion 
6. Plastics: $1.7 billion 
7. Iron or steel products: $1.4 billion 
8. Gems, precious metals, coins: $1.3 billion 
9. Ships, boats: $1.3 billion 
10. Medical, technical equipment: $1.2 billion 
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Chapter 22 

INDIA–MALDIVES RELATIONS 

 

India–Maldives Relations refer to the bilateral relations between India and Maldives. 
Relations have been friendly and close in strategic, economic and military 
cooperation. India contributed to maintaining security on the island nation. 

BACKGROUND 

Maldives is located south of India's Lakshadweep Islands in the Indian Ocean. Both 
nations established diplomatic relations after the independence of Maldives from British 
rule in 1966. India was one of the first nations to recognize Maldives' independence. Since 
then, India and Maldives have developed close strategic, military, economic and cultural 
relations. India has supported Maldives' policy of keeping regional issues and struggles 
away from itself, and the latter has seen friendship with India as a source of aid as well as 
a counterbalance to Sri Lanka, which is in proximity to the island nation and its largest 
trading partner. 

DEVELOPMENT OF BILATERAL RELATIONS 

India and Maldives officially and amicably decided their maritime boundary in 
1976, although a minor diplomatic incident occurred in 1982 when the brother of 
the President of Maldives Maumoon Abdul Gayoom declared that the 
neighbouring Minicoy Island that belonged to India were a part of Maldives; Maldives 
quickly and officially denied that it was laying claim to the island. India and Maldives 
signed a comprehensive trade agreement in 1981. Both nations are founding members of 
the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), the South Asian Economic 
Union and signatories to the South Asia Free Trade Agreement. Indian and Maldivian 
leaders have maintained high-level contacts and consultations on regional issues. 

OPERATION CACTUS 

1988 MALDIVES COUP 

In November 1988 speedboats carrying 80 armed militants of the People's Liberation 
Organisation of Tamil Eelam landed in Maldives and along with allies who had infiltrated 
the country, began taking over the Government. The plot, planned in Sri Lanka by the 
Tamil nationalist group was believed to be an attempt by a Maldivian businessman and 
politician opposed to the regime of the President of Maldives Maumoon Abdul Gayoom to 
gain control while the PLOTE sought a safe haven and base for its activities. 

The militants took control of the airport in Male, the national capital, but failed to capture 
the President of Maldives Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, who had fled and asked for military 
aid from India on 3 November. The then-Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi ordered 
1,600 troops to aid the Maldivian Government. In a military operation codenamed 
"Operation Cactus," Indian forces arrived within 12 hours of the request for aid being 
made, squashed the coup attempt and achieved full control of the country within hours. 19 
PLOTE militants were killed and 1 Indian soldier wounded. 
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According to Rejaul Karim Laskar, a scholar of Indian foreign policy, Indian intervention 
in 1988 coup in Maldives became necessary as in the absence of Indian intervention, 
external powers would have been tempted to intervene or even establish bases 
in Maldives which being in India’s backyard, India could not allow . 

India's intervention was endorsed by other nations such as the United States, Soviet 
Union, Great Britain and its neighbours Nepal and Bangladesh. President Reagan called 
India’s action, a valuable contribution to regional stability’. Margaret Thatcher reportedly 
commented: ‘Thank God for India: President Gayoom’s Government has been saved. We 
could not have assembled and dispatched a force from here in good time to help him’. But 
the Sri Lankan Island newspaper commented, ‘It would be ostrich-like to ignore the fear of 
smaller nations in South Asia about current developments providing opportunities for 
what has been described as the spread of Indian hegemonism.’ 

Its speedy and decisive victory and the restoration of the Maldivian Government brought 
both nations even closer in friendship and cooperation. In wake of internal security crises 
and tensions with Sri Lanka, Maldives saw its relationship with India as a source of 
future security. 

COMMERCIAL RELATIONS 

Since the success of Operation Cactus, the relations between India and Maldives have 
expanded significantly. India has provided extensive economic aid and has participated in 
bilateral programs for the development of infrastructure, health, civil aviation, 
telecommunications and labour resources. It established the Indira Gandhi Memorial 
Hospital in Male, the capital of Maldives, expanded telecommunications and air links and 
increased scholarships for Maldivian students. While India's exports to Maldives during 
2006 were worth Rs. 3.84 billion, imports were worth less than Rs. 60 million. The State 
Bank of India has contributed more than US$500 million to aid the economic expansion of 
Maldives. India and Maldives have announced plans to jointly work to expand fisheries 
and tuna processing. 

MILITARY RELATIONS 

On April 2006 Indian Navy gifted a Trinkat Class Fast Attack Craft of 46m length 
to Maldives National Defence Force's Coast Guard 

India started the process to bring the island country into India's security grid. The move 
comes after the moderate Islamic nation approached New Delhi earlier in 2009, over fears 
that one of its island resorts could be taken over by terrorists given its lack of military 
assets and surveillance capabilities. India has also signed an agreement which includes 
following: 

• India will permanently base two helicopters in the country to enhance its surveillance 
capabilities and ability to respond swiftly to threats. 

• Maldives has coastal radars on only two of its 26 atolls. India will help set up radars on 
all 26 for seamless coverage of approaching vessels and aircraft. 

• The coastal radar chain in Maldives will be networked with the Indian coastal radar 
system. India has already undertaken a project to install radars along its entire 
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coastline. The radar chains of the two countries will be interlinked and a central 
control room in India's Coastal Command will get a seamless radar picture. 

• The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) will carry out regular Dornier sorties over the island 
nation to look out for suspicious movements or vessels. The Southern Naval Command 
will overlook the inclusion of Maldives into the Indian security grid. 

• Military teams from Maldives will visit the tri-services Andaman Nicobar Command 
(ANC) to observe how India manages security and surveillance of the critical island 
chain. 

• Ekuverin, an annual joint military exercise is held every year since 2009 between 
India and Maldives. The exercise aims to enhance the interoperability between the 
Indian Army and Maldives National Defence Force in order to effectively undertake 
counter-terrorism operations in urban or semi-urban environments. 

AFTERMATH OF GMR - MALDIVES AIRPORT ROW 

Bilateral relations between the two countries hit an all-time low after the GMR row. 
Indian Government froze its US$25 million aid to the island nation. Construction of a 
national police academy in Maldives has also been put on the back burner besides other 
infrastructure commitments that India had made to Maldives earlier. The ties between 
the two countries strained after the cancellation of the GMR airport contract, the largest 
single Indian investment in the island nation, but the real reason for New Delhi's anguish 
is said to be the anti-India sentiments being aired by some parties in President Mohamed 
Waheed's coalition. 

DRINKING-WATER CRISIS IN MALE 

In the wake of a drinking water crisis in Male' on 4 December 2014, following collapse of 
the island's only water treatment plant, Maldives urged India for immediate help. India 
came to rescue by sending its heavy lift transporters like C-17 Globemaster III, Il-
76 carrying bottled water. The navy also sent her ships like INS Sukanya, INS 
Deepak and others which can produce fresh water using their onboard desalination 
plants. The humanitarian relief efforts by the Indian side was widely appreciated in Male 
across all sections of people even the Vice-President of Maldives thanked the Indian 
ambassador for swift action. 

2015 ARREST OF EX-PRESIDENT NASHEED 

Maldives' first democratically elected President from 2008 to 2012 Mohammed Nasheed, 
was arrested on 22 February 2015 on terror charges. India and US expressed concern over 
Nasheed's arrest and manhandling. Indian PM Modi was to also visit Maldives in the 
second week of March as a part four nation visit to Indian Ocean neighbours. But, he later 
omitted Maldives from his tour. 
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Chapter 23 

INDIA–NEPAL RELATIONS 

 

The Union of India and the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal initiated their 
relationship with the 1950 Indo-Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship and accompanying 
secret letters that defined security relations between the two countries, and an agreement 
governing both bilateral trade and trade transiting Indian territory. The 1950 treaty and 
letters exchanged between the then Indian Government and Rana rulers of Nepal, stated 
that "neither Government shall tolerate any threat to the security of the other by a foreign 
aggressor" and obligated both sides "to inform each other of any serious friction or 
misunderstanding with any neighboring state likely to cause any breach in the friendly 
relations subsisting between the two Governments." These accords cemented a "special 
relationship" between India and Nepal. The treaty also granted Nepalese, the same 
economic and educational opportunities as Indian citizens in India, while accounting for 
preferential treatment to Indian citizens and businesses compared to other nationalities in 
Nepal. The Indo-Nepal border is open; Nepalese and Indian nationals may move freely 
across the border without passports or visas and may live and work in either country. 
However, Indians aren't allowed to own land-properties or work in Government 
institutions in Nepal, while Nepalese nationals in India are allowed to work in Indian 
Government institutions (except in some states) and some civil services (the IFS, IAS, 
and IPS). After years of dissatisfaction by the Nepalese Government, India in 2014, agreed 
to revise and adjust the treaty to the reflect the current realities. However, the modality of 
adjustment hasn't been made clear by either side. 

Despite the close linguistic, marital, religious, and, cultural ties, at people to people level 
between Indians and Nepalese, since late 2015, political issues and border disputes have 
strained relations between the two countries with anti-Indian sentiment growing among-
st the Government and people of Nepal. Further because of border disputes between the 
two countries, a boundary agreement hasn't yet been ratified by either Government. 

INDEPENDENT POLITICAL HISTORY 

1950–1970 

The foundation of friendship between India and Nepal was laid with Indo-Nepalese 
friendship treaty in 1950. In the 1950s, the Rana rulers of Nepal welcomed close relations 
with India, fearing a China-backed communist overthrow of their (Rana) autocratic 
regime. Ranarule in Nepal however collapsed within 3 months of signing the 1950 Indo-
Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship, only to be replaced by the only pro-Indian party of 
the time – Nepali Congress. As the number of Indians living and working in Nepal's Terai 
region increased and the involvement of India in Nepal's politics deepened in the 1960s 
and after, so too did Nepal's discomfort with the special relationship. India's influence over 
Nepal increased throughout the 1950s. The Nepalese Citizenship Act of 1952 allowed 
Indians to immigrate to Nepal and acquire Nepalese citizenship with ease—a source of 
huge resentment in Nepal (This policy was not changed until 1962 when several 
restrictive clauses were added to the Nepalese constitution). Also in 1952, an Indian 
military mission was established in Nepal, which consisted of a Major General and 20 
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other Indian army personnel (later extended to 197 in total). At the same time, Nepal's 
Royal family's dissatisfaction with India's growing influence began to emerge, and 
overtures to China were initiated by Nepal as a counterweight to India. Further the 
Nepalese Government, as a deliberate attempt to show pro-USA tilt in Nepalese foreign 
policy, established diplomatic ties with the state of Israel in June 1, 1960, while the Indian 
Government supported Palestine and remained pro-USSR throughout the cold war. 

Following the 1962 Sino-Indian border war, the relationship between Kathmandu and 
New Delhi thawed significantly. India suspended its support to India-based Nepalese 
opposition forces (opposing the dissolution of democratic Government by King Mahendra) 
which India had been doing in violation of 1950's PFT, which clearly stated 'not to allow 
any country's soil to be used against the other'. The defeat of Indian forces in 1962 
provided Nepal with the breathing space and Nepal extracted several concessions in trade. 
In exchange, through a secret accord concluded in 1965, similar to an arrangement that 
had been suspended in 1963, India won a monopoly on arms sales to Nepal and thus 
preventing the possibility of China from supplying any arms to Nepalese Armed forces. 

In 1969 relations again became stressful as Nepal challenged the existing mutual security 
arrangement and asked that the Indian security checkposts and liaison group be 
withdrawn. Resentment also was expressed against the 1950s TPF. India withdrew its 
military check-posts and liaison group consisting of 23 military personnel in 1970 from 
Nepal, although the treaty was not abrogated. 

Tensions came to a head in the mid-1970s, when Nepal pressed for substantial changes in 
the trade and transit treaty and openly criticised Sikkim's 1975 annexation by India. In 
1975 King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev against the backdrop of Indian annexation of 
Nepal's close neighbor 'The Kingdom of Sikkim' proposed Nepal to be recognized 
internationally as a 'Zone of Peace' where military competition would be off limits. Nepal's 
proposal immediately received support from Pakistan and China, but not from India. In 
New Delhi's view, if the king's proposal did not contradict the 1950 treaty that the-then 
Indian Government had signed with the Rana rulers of Nepal, it was unnecessary; if it 
was a repudiation of the special relationship, it represented a possible threat to India's 
security and could not be endorsed. In 1984 Nepal repeated the proposal, but there was no 
reaction from India. Nepal continually promoted the proposal in international forums and 
by 1990 it had won the support of 112 countries including the USA, the UK, and France. 

1970–1980 

In 1978 India agreed to separate trade and transit treaties, satisfying a long-term 
Nepalese demand. However, much to the annoyance of Nepalese Royal Palace and in 
continued violation of the 1950s PFT, India consistently allowed the opposition parties of 
Nepal to use Indian soil to launch agitation against the Nepalese Government and refused 
to endorse Nepal as a Zone of Peace. 

In 1988, when the two treaties were up for renewal, Nepal refused to accommodate India's 
wishes for a single trade and transit treaty stating that 'it violates the principle of freedom 
to trade'. Thereafter, both India and Nepal took a hard-line position that led to a serious 
crisis in India–Nepal relations. Nepalese leaders asserted the position that as per the UN 
charter, transit privileges were "a fundamental and a permanent right of a land-locked 
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country" and thus India's demand for a single treaty was unacceptable. So, after two 
extensions, the two treaties expired on 23 March 1989, resulting in a virtual Indian 
economic blockade of Nepal that lasted until late April 1990. As time passed Indian 
economic sanctions over Nepal steadily widened. For example, preferential customs and 
transit duties on Nepalese goods entering or passing through India (whether imports or 
exports) were discontinued. Thereafter India let agreements relating to oil processing and 
warehouse space in Calcutta for goods destined to Nepal expire. Aside from these 
sanctions, India cancelled all trade credits it had previously extended to Nepal on a 
routine basis. 

To withstand the renewed Indian pressure, Nepal undertook a major diplomatic initiative 
to present its case on trade and transit matters to the world community. The relationship 
with India was further strained in 1989 when Nepal decoupled its rupee from the Indian 
rupee which previously had circulated freely in Nepal. India retaliated by denying port 
facilities in Calcutta to Nepal, thereby preventing delivery of oil supplies from Singapore 
and other sources. In historian Enayetur Rahim's view, "the economic consequences of the 
dispute... were enormous. Nepal's GDP growth rate plummeted from 9.7% in 1988 to 1.5% 
in 1989. This had a lot to do with the decreased availability of goods. Shortly after the 
imposition of sanctions, Nepal experienced serious deficiencies of important goods such as 
coal, fuel, oil, medicine and spare parts. Nepal also suffered economically from higher 
tariffs, the closure of border points and the tense political atmosphere. From one of the 
most thriving economies in Asia, Nepal was now quickly finding itself in the league of 
World's poorest nation." Although economic issues were a major factor in the two 
countries' confrontation, Indian dissatisfaction with Nepal's decision to impose work 
permits over Indians living in Nepal and Nepal Government's attempt to acquire Chinese 
weaponry in 1988 played an important role. India linked security with economic relations 
and insisted on reviewing India–Nepal relations as a whole. After failing to receive 
support from wider international community, Nepalese Government backed down from its 
position to avoid the worsening economic conditions. Indian Government, with the help of 
Nepalese opposition parties operating from India, managed to bring a change in Nepal's 
political system, in which the king was forced to institute a parliamentary democracy. The 
new Government, led by pro-India parties, sought quick restoration of amicable relations 
with India. 

1990s 

The special security relationship between New Delhi and Kathmandu was re-established 
during the June 1990 New Delhi meeting of Nepal's prime minister Krishna Prasad 
Bhattarai and Indian prime minister V.P. Singh, after India ended its 13-month-long 
economic blockade of Nepal. During the December 1991 visit to India by Nepalese prime 
minister Girija Prasad Koirala, the two countries signed new, separate trade and transit 
treaties and other economic agreements designed to accord Nepal additional economic 
benefits. 

Indian-Nepali relations appeared to be undergoing still more reassessment when Nepal's 
prime minister Man Mohan Adhikary visited New Delhi in April 1995 and insisted on a 
major review of the 1950 peace and friendship treaty which Nepal believed was enabling 
an ongoing demographic shift in Nepal's Terai region. In the face of benign statements by 
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his Indian hosts relating to the treaty, Adhikary sought greater economic independence for 
his landlocked nation while simultaneously striving to improve ties with China. 

In June 1990, a joint Kathmandu-New Delhi communique was issued pending the 
finalisation of a comprehensive arrangement covering all aspects of bilateral relations, 
restoring trade relations, reopening transit routes for Nepal's imports, and formalising 
respect of each other's security concerns. Essentially, the communiqué announced the 
restoration of the status quo ante and the reopening of all border points, and Nepal agreed 
to various concessions regarding India's commercial privileges. Kathmandu also 
announced that lower cost was the decisive factor in its purchasing arms and personnel 
carriers from China and that Nepal was advising China to withhold delivery of the last 
shipment. 

2000s 

In 2005, after King Gyanendra took over, Nepalese relations with India soured. However, 
even after the restoration of democracy, in 2008, Prachanda, the Prime Minister of Nepal, 
visited India, in September 2008 only after visiting China, breaking the long held 
tradition of Nepalese PM making India as their first port-of-call. When in India, he spoke 
about a new dawn, in the bilateral relations, between the two countries. He said, "I am 
going back to Nepal as a satisfied person. I will tell Nepali citizens back home that a new 
era has dawned. Time has come to effect a revolutionary change in bilateral relations. On 
behalf of the new Government, I assure you that we are committed to make a fresh start." 

In 2006, the newly formed democratic parliament of Nepal passed the controversial 
citizenship bill that led to distribution of Nepalese citizenship to nearly 4 million stateless 
immigrants in Nepal's Terai by virtue of naturalisation. While the Indian Government 
welcomed the reformed citizenship law, certain section of Nepalese people expressed deep 
concerns regarding the new citizenship act and feared that the new citizenship law might 
be a threat to Nepalese sovereignty. The citizenship bill passed by the Nepalese 
parliament in 2006 was the same bill that was rejected by Late King Birendra in 
2000 before he along with his entire family was massacred. Indian Government formally 
expressed sorrow at the death of Late King Birendra of Nepal. 

In 2008, Indo-Nepal ties got a further boost with an agreement to resume water talks after 
a 4-year hiatus. The Nepalese Water Resources Secretary Shanker Prasad Koirala said 
the Nepal-India Joint Committee on Water Resources meet decided to start the 
reconstruction of the breached Koshi embankment after the water level went 
down. During the Nepal PM's visit to New Delhi in September the two Prime Ministers 
expressed satisfaction at the age-old close, cordial and extensive relationships between 
their states and expressed their support and co-operation to further consolidate the 
relationship. 

The two issued a 22-point statement highlighting the need to review, adjust and update 
the 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship, amongst other agreements. India would also 
provide a credit line of up to $15 million to Nepal to ensure uninterrupted supplies of 
petroleum products, as well as lift bans on the export of rice, wheat, maize, sugar and 
sucrose for quantities agreed to with Nepal. India would also provide $2 million as 
immediate flood relief. 
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In return, Nepal will take measures for the "promotion of investor friendly, enabling 
business environment to encourage Indian investments in Nepal." 

2010s 

In 2010 India extended a Line of credit worth US$50 million & 80,000 tonnes of 
foodgrains. Furthermore, a three-tier mechanism at the level of ministerial, secretary and 
technical levels will be built to push forward discussions on the development of water 
resources between the two sides. Politically, India acknowledged a willingness to promote 
efforts towards peace in Nepal. Indian External affairs minister Pranab Mukherjee 
promised the Nepali Prime Minister Prachanda that he would "extend all possible help for 
peace and development." 

However, in recent years, the increasing dominance of Maoism in Nepal's domestic 
politics, along with the strengthening economic and political influence of the People's 
Republic of China has caused the Nepalese Government to gradually distance its ties with 
India, though Nepal still does support India at the UN. Prime Minister of India Narendra 
Modi visited Nepal in August 2014, marking the first official visit by an Indian prime 
minister in 17 years. During his visit, Indian Government agreed to provide Nepal with 
USD 1 billion as concessional line of credit for various development purposes and a HIT 
formula, but he insisted that Indian immigrants in Nepal don't pose a threat to Nepal's 
sovereignty and therefore open border between Nepal and India should be a bridge and 
not a barrier.Nepal and India signed an important deal on 25 November 2014 as per which 
India will build a 900 MW hydropower plant at a cost of another USD 1 billion. An amount 
of US$250 million has been granted to Nepal as a part of the agreements signed on 22 
February 2016 for post-earthquake reconstruction. 

A perpetual issue for many people of Nepali origin; the birthplace of Gautama Buddha has 
long been a cultural and social issue devoid from the political landscape of both Nepal and 
India. However, since the souring of relations between the two countries, the issue has 
been used to undermine relations between the two countries both politically and socially.  

The two-day-long International Buddhist conference in Kathmandu which ran from May 
19–20, 2016 marked Vesak and the 2,560th birthday of the Buddha was also used to 
promote the Buddha's birthplace which lies in modern-day Nepal.  

The decision of the Nepal Culture Ministry to change the theme, "Preservation and 
Development of Buddhist Heritage of Nepal" with the sub-theme "Lumbini – Birthplace of 
Buddha" under the name "Lumbini – Fountainhead of Buddhism" was met with criticism 
from India which subsequently boycotted the conference due to this and on the back of 
China's supposed monetary involvement in the conference. Nepali Prime Minister, K.P. 
Oli told the media that the conference, "should help us make clear to the world that 
Buddha was born in Nepal and that Buddhist philosophy is the product of Nepal". 

In early March 2017, the fatal shooting of a Nepali man who was protesting Indian-
occupation on disputed territory between India and Nepal sparked protests in the capital 
Kathmandu, Nepal. Indian troops had previously prevented Nepal from completing 
a culvert in the disputed area which ultimately led to protests. It was considered rare for 
India to retaliate with gunfire. 
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BORDER DISPUTES 

The current border between Nepal and India exists as a legacy of British India. The 
present border between Nepal and India was set after the former's defeat at the hands of 
British in 1814 which led to the Treaty of Sugauli with Nepal losing the territories 
of Darjeeling to the East and Kumaon and Garhwal up to Sutlej river in the West. Mechi 
river was set to be the Eastern border between British India and Nepal whereas Mahakali 
river was set to be the Western border. However, lack of clarity in defining the exact 
tributaries and point of origin of the rivers has led to border disputes. 

The Territorial disputes of India and Nepal include Kalapani 400 km2 at India-Nepal-
China tri-junction in Western Nepal and Susta 140 km2 in Southern Nepal. Nepal claims 
that the river to the west of Kalapani is the main Kali river hence the area should belong 
to Nepal. But India claims that the river to the west of Kalapani is not the main Kali 
river, and, therefore the border there should be based on the ridge lines of the 
mountains Om Parvat to the east of the river. The river borders the Nepalese zone of 
Mahakali and the Indian state of Uttarakhand. The Sugauli Treaty signed by Nepal and 
British India on 4 March 1816 locates the Kali River as Nepal's western boundary with 
India. Subsequent maps drawn by British surveyors show the source of the boundary river 
at different places. This discrepancy in locating the source of the river led to boundary 
disputes between India and Nepal, with each country producing maps supporting their 
own claims. Indian Government, however, from 1962 onward, forwarded the argument 
that border should be based on the ridge lines of the mountain Om Parvat. The Kali River 
runs through an area that includes a disputed area of about 400 km² around the source of 
the river although the exact size of the disputed area varies from source to source. The 
dispute intensified in 1997 as the Nepali parliament considered a treaty on hydro-electric 
development of the river. India and Nepal differ as to which stream constitutes the source 
of the river. Nepal has reportedly tabled an 1856 map from the British India Office to 
support its position. Kalapani has been controlled by India's Indo-Tibetan border security 
forces since the Sino-Indian War with China in 1962. In 2015, the Nepalese parliament 
objected an agreement between India and China to trade through Lipulekh Pass, a 
mountainous pass in the disputed Kalapani area, stating that the agreement between 
India and China to trade through Kalapani violates Nepal's sovereign rights over the 
territory. Nepal has called for the withdrawal of the Indian border forces from Kalapani 
area. 

As the first step for demarcating Indo-Nepal border, survey teams from both countries 
located and identified missing pillars along the border, and, an agreement was reached to 
construct new pillars in some places. According to the Nepalese Government estimates, of 
the 8000 boundary pillars along the border, 1,240 pillars are missing, 2,500 require 
restoration, and, 400 more need to be constructed. The survey teams conducted survey of 
the border pillars based on the strip maps prepared by the Joint Technical Level Nepal-
India Boundary Committee (JTLNIBC). The JTLNIBC was set up in 1981 to demarcate 
the India-Nepal border and after years of surveying, deliberations and extensions, the 
Committee had delineated 98 per cent of the India-Nepal boundary, excluding Kalapani 
and Susta, on 182 strip maps which was finally submitted in 2007 for ratification by both 
the countries. Unfortunately neither country ratified the maps. Nepal maintained that it 
cannot ratify the maps without the resolution of outstanding boundary disputes, i.e. 
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Kalapani and Susta. India, on the other hand, awaited Nepal’s ratification while at the 
same time urging it to endorse the maps as a confidence building measure for solving the 
Kalapani and Susta disputes. In absence of a ratification, the process of completely 
demarcating the India-Nepal boundary could not be undertaken. 

BORDER CROSSINGS 

Designated border crossings of India and Borders of India 

Integrated check posts with immigration and customs facilities are: 

• Jogbani, Bihar 
• Sunauli, Uttar Pradesh 
• Rupaidiha, Uttar Pradesh 

TRADE 

Nepal’s trade deficit with India has surged in recent years with continuously rising 
imports and sluggish exports. Indo-Nepal trade continues to remain massively in India's 
favor. For the fiscal year 2010–11 (July 16 – July 15), the official bilateral trade between 
the two nations was US$4.21 billion, while the unofficial trade between the two countries 
is also estimated to be about the same. Unofficial trade between the two countries, 
however, has flourished over the recent decades. Open border between the two countries 
has meant that madheshi immigrants living along the Indo-Nepal border trade 
unofficially to avoid paying importation tax in Nepal. Records from Nepalese 'Bhansar 
Karyalaya' show that Nepal’s import from India amounted to US$3.62 billion and exports 
to India was US$599.7 million in 2010–11. In the first six months of fiscal year 2011–12, 
Nepal’s total trade with India was about US$1.93 billion; Nepal’s exports to India were 
about US$284.8 million; and imports from India were about US$1.64 billion. 

Nepal’s main imports from India are petroleum products (28.6%), motor vehicles and spare 
parts (7.8%), M. S. billet (7%), medicines (3.7%), other machinery and spares (3.4%), 
coldrolled sheet in coil (3.1%), electrical equipment (2.7%), hotrolled sheet in coil (2%), M. 
S. wires, roads, coils and bars (1.9%), cement (1.5%), agriculture equipment and parts 
(1.2%), chemical fertilizer (1.1%), chemicals (1.1%) and thread (1%). Nepal’s export basket 
to India mainly comprises jute goods (9.2%), zinc sheet (8.9%), textiles (8.6%), threads 
(7.7%), polyester yarn (6%), juice (5.4%), catechue (4.4%), Cardamom (4.4%), wire (3.7%), 
tooth paste (2.2%) and M. S. Pipe (2.1%). 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Human trafficking in Nepal is a serious concern. An estimated 100,000–200,000 Nepalese 
in India are believed to have been trafficked. Sex trafficking is particularly rampant 
within Nepal and to India, with as many as 5,000–10,000 women and girls trafficked to 
India alone each year. The seriousness of trafficking of Nepalese girls to India was 
highlighted by CNN Freedom Project's documentary: Nepal's Stolen Children. Maiti 
Nepal has rescued more than 12,000 stolen Nepalese children from sex trafficking since 
1993. 
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VIOLATION OF NORMS BY INDIAN FORCES 

On 9 March 2017, Indian border security personnel gunned down a Nepali national named 
Govinda Gautam at Punarbas-8 of Kanchanpur district entering 800 metres inside 
Nepalese border. On 2 June 2017, Indian Police entered western hill district Doti without 
informing Nepal Police and abducted a Nepali national. Later the Indian Police personnel 
including a DSP were detained for a day. 

2015 MADHESI CRISIS AND NEPAL 

Nepal promulgated its new Constitution in 2015 but the Madheshis, the Janajatis and 
the Tharus, who are considered as the marginalized groups felt they were being left out in 
the new constitution. These groups, Madheshi in particular, then blockaded the border 
points. The Nepalese Government accused India of deliberately worsening the embargo by 
not allowing vehicles to pass from check-points where no protests were held, questioning 
'How could a handful of protesters possibly block the 1100 km long Indo-Nepal border?'. 
Indian Government however denied all allegations of any involvement in the blockade. 

The Madhesi parties after Madhesh andolan accepted two provinces in Terai instead of 
one. But there was heavy disagreement over three districts in the east 
(Sunsari, Morang and Jhapa) and two in the west (Kanchanpur and Kailali) among the 
top parties. Excluding Sunsari takes away the key border town of Biratnagar and 
the Kosi basin while Kailali has a large Tharu population but not a majority, which it 
shares with neighboring Bardiya. Madheshi people of these districts want these districts 
to be included in the Madhesh pradesh. However, these sentiments are not apparent over 
all of the people of the aforementioned districts. Jhapa, for example has a majority of 
Nepalese Brahmins and Nepalese Kshtiryas, who are staunchly against being included in 
the Madhes state. Madheshi parties have demanded that districts in Terai, which don't 
have majority of Madheshi immigrants nor indigenous Tharus, to be included in Madhesh 
pradesh. All of the other major parties are opposed to this. During the India-backed 
madhesh andolan, 11 policeman including a 2 year old child of a policeman were killed by 
Madheshi immigrant protesters. Since then anti-Indian sentiment has massively spread 
over the rest of Nepal. 

The other issue pertains to defining electoral constituencies. The 2015 Constitution 
reduces the weight-age given to proportional representation. Terai constitutes 51 per cent 
of the Nepal's population, but according to calculations, it would have got only 75 out of a 
total of 165 seats under the first past the post system, instead of 83, as per its population. 
The notion of fixing electoral constituencies after taking into account ‘population and 
geography’ was intended to ensure that the sparsely populated trans-Himalayan districts 
are not left out of the democratic process. The outgoing Government had worked out a 
compromise safeguarding the interests of six mountain districts while raising the number 
of Terai constituencies to 81. The new provisions however has meant that district in Mid-
western hill region are likely to be seriously under-represented in the new parliament, 
despite people their being more marginalized and discriminated than the Madheshi 
immigrants of Terai. Under the new provision, the districts of hills will have their total 
number of constituents decreased by 20% that previous constitution had ensured. 
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Citizenship has long been an emotive issue among the Madhesi immigrants as they 
always marry Indians from the northern districts of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh and spouses 
of Nepali citizens become ‘naturalized Nepali citizens’. However, there is a provision 
regarding the offspring of such marriages. Children of a Nepali male marrying a foreigner 
are ‘Nepalis by descent” whereas if a Nepali woman marries a foreigner, their children are 
‘naturalized Nepalis’ which bars them from important and powerful constitutional 
positions. This is an issue that has been taken up by women’s groups on the grounds that 
it violates the basic principle of equality guaranteed by the Constitution. However, in 
Hindu tradition, unlike in the western societies, it is common for the wife to move to the 
husbands's house but not vice versa. Many real Nepalese deeply fear the long term effect 
of allowing 'Nepalese by descent' provision to children born to non-Nepali father, as it 
would mean people who were neither born in Nepal nor have lived a day of their life in 
Nepal would be able to contest elections and hold high offices. While it is one of the main 
demands of madheshi immigrants, many Nepalese remain deeply skeptical about the real 
motive behind such a demand by Indian immigrant madheshis. 
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Chapter 24 

INDIA–PAKISTAN RELATIONS 
 

Relations between India and Pakistan have been complex and largely hostile due to a 
number of historical and political events. Relations between the two states have been 
defined by the violent partition of British India in 1947, the Kashmir conflict and the 
numerous military conflicts fought between the two nations. Consequently, their 
relationship has been plagued by hostility and suspicion. Northern India and Pakistan 
somewhat overlap in areas of certain demographics, shared lingua francas 
(mainly Punjabi and Hindustani) and shared cuisines inherited from the Mughal Empire. 

After the dissolution of the British Raj in 1947, two new sovereign nations were formed—
the Dominion of India and the Dominion of Pakistan. The subsequent partition of the 
former British India displaced up to 12.5 million people, with estimates of loss of life 
varying from several hundred thousand to 1 million. India emerged as a secular 
nation with a Hindu majority population and a large Muslim minority, 
while Pakistan emerged also as a secular nation with an overwhelming Muslim 
majority population; later becoming an Islamic republic although its constitution 
guarantees freedom of religion to people of all faiths. 

Soon after their independence, India and Pakistan established diplomatic relations but the 
violent partition and numerous territorial claims would overshadow their relationship. 
Since their Independence, the two countries have fought three major wars, one undeclared 
war and have been involved in numerous armed skirmishes and military standoffs. 
The Kashmir conflict is the main centre-point of all of these conflicts with the exception of 
the Indo-Pakistan War of 1971 and Bangladesh Liberation War, which resulted in the 
secession of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). 

There have been numerous attempts to improve the relationship—notably, the Shimla 
summit, the Agra summit and the Lahore summit. Since the early 1980s, relations 
between the two nations soured particularly after the Siachen conflict, the intensification 
of Kashmir insurgency in 1989, Indian and Pakistani nuclear tests in 1998 and the 
1999 Kargil war. Certain confidence-building measures — such as the 2003 ceasefire 
agreement and the Delhi–Lahore Bus service – were successful in de-escalating tensions. 
However, these efforts have been impeded by periodic terrorist attacks. The 2001 Indian 
Parliament attack almost brought the two nations to the brink of a nuclear war. The 2007 
Samjhauta Express bombings, which killed 68 civilians (most of whom were Pakistani), 
was also a crucial point in relations. Additionally, the 2008 Mumbai attacks carried out by 
Pakistani militantsresulted in a severe blow to the ongoing India-Pakistan peace talks. 

After a brief thaw following the election of new Governments in both nations, bilateral 
discussions again stalled after the 2016 Pathankot attack. In September 2016, a terrorist 
attack on an Indian military base in Indian-administered Kashmir, the deadliest such 
attack in years, killed 19 Indian Army soldiers. India's claim that the attack had been 
orchestrated by a Pakistan-supported jihadist group was denied by Pakistan, which 
claimed the attack had been a local reaction to unrest in the region due to excessive force 
by Indian security personnel. The attack sparked a military confrontation across the Line 
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of Control, with an escalation in ceasefire violations and further militant attacks on 
Indian security forces. As of December 2016, the ongoing confrontation and an increase in 
nationalist rhetoric on both sides has resulted in the collapse of bilateral relations, with 
little expectation they will recover. 

Since the election of new Governments in both India and Pakistan in the early 2010s, 
some steps have been taken to improve relations, in particular developing a consensus on 
the agreement of Non-Discriminatory Market Access on Reciprocal Basis (NDMARB) 
status for each other, which will liberalize trade. In November 2015, the new Indian Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi and Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif agreed to the 
resumption of bilateral talks; the following month, Prime Minister Modi made a brief, 
unscheduled visit to Pakistan while en route to India, becoming the first Indian Prime 
Minister to visit Pakistan since 2004. Despite those efforts, relations between the 
countries have remained frigid, following repeated acts of cross-border terrorism. 
According to a 2017 BBC World Servicepoll, only 5% of Indians view Pakistan's influence 
positively, with 85% expressing a negative view, while 11% of Pakistanis view India's 
influence positively, with 62% expressing a negative view. 

COUNTRY COMPARISON 

SEEDS OF CONFLICT DURING INDEPENDENCE 

 

Jinnah and Gandhi engaged in a heated conversation.  
A well-known photograph recently attributed to Kulwant Roy. 

About half a million Muslims and Hindus were killed in communal riots following 
the partition of British India. Millions of Muslims living in India and Hindus 
and Sikhs living in Pakistan emigrated in one of the most colossal transfers of population 
in the modern era. Both countries accused each other of not providing adequate security to 
the minorities emigrating through their territory. This served to increase tensions 
between the newly-born countries. 

According to the British plan for the partition of British India, all the 680 princely 
states were allowed to decide which of the two countries to join. With the exception of a 
few, most of the Muslim-majority princely-states acceded to Pakistan while most of the 
Hindu-majority princely states joined India. However, the decisions of some of the 
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princely-states would shape the Pakistan-India relationship considerably in the years to 
come. 

JUNAGADH ISSUE 
ANNEXATION OF JUNAGADH 

 
Junagadh is one of the modern districts of Saurastra, Gujarat 

Junagadh was a state on the south-western end of Gujarat, with the principalities 
of Manavadar, Mangrol and Babriawad. It was not contiguous to Pakistan and other 
states physically separated it from Pakistan. The state had an overwhelming Hindu 
population which constituted more than 80% of its citizens, while its 
ruler, Nawab Mahabat Khan, was a Muslim. Mahabat Khan acceded to Pakistan on 15 
August 1947. Pakistan confirmed the acceptance of the accession on 15 September 1947. 

India did not accept the accession as legitimate. The Indian point of view was that 
Junagadh was not contiguous to Pakistan, that the Hindu majority of Junagadh wanted it 
to be a part of India, and that the state was surrounded by Indian territory on three sides. 

The Pakistani point of view was that since Junagadh had a ruler and governing body who 
chose to accede to Pakistan, it should be allowed to do so. Also, because Junagadh had a 
coastline, it could have maintained maritime links with Pakistan even as 
an enclave within India. 

Neither of the states was able to resolve this issue amicably and it only added fuel to an 
already charged environment. Sardar Patel, India's Home Minister, felt that if Junagadh 
was permitted to go to Pakistan, it would create communal unrest across Gujarat. The 
Government of India gave Pakistan time to void the accession and hold a plebiscite in 
Junagadh to pre-empt any violence in Gujarat. Samaldas Gandhi formed a Government-
in-exile, the Arzi Hukumat (in Urdu: Arzi: Transitional, Hukumat: Government) of the 
people of Junagadh. Patel ordered the annexation of Junagadh's three principalities. 
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India cut off supplies of fuel and coal to Junagadh, severed air and postal links, sent 
troops to the frontier, and occupied the principalities of Mangrol and Babariawad that had 
acceded to India. On 26 October, Nawab of Junagadh and his family fled to Pakistan 
following clashes with Indian troops. On 7 November, Junagadh's court, facing collapse, 
invited the Government of India to take over the State's administration. The Dewan of 
Junagadh, Sir Shah Nawaz Bhutto, the father of the more famous Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, 
decided to invite the Government of India to intervene and wrote a letter to Mr. Buch, the 
Regional Commissioner of Saurashtra in the Government of India to this 
effect. The Government of Pakistan protested. The Government of India rejected the 
protests of Pakistan and accepted the invitation of the Dewan to intervene. Indian troops 
occupied Junagadh on 9 November 1947. In February 1948, a plebiscite held almost 
unanimously voted for accession to India. 

KASHMIR CONFLICT 

Kashmir was a Muslim-majority princely state, ruled by a Hindu king, Maharaja Hari 
Singh. At the time of the partition of India, Maharaja Hari Singh, the ruler of the state, 
preferred to remain independent and did not want to join either the Union of India or 
the Dominion of Pakistan. He wanted both India and Pakistan to recognise his princely 
state as an independent neutral country. 

Despite the standstill agreement with Pakistan, teams of Pakistani forces were dispatched 
into Kashmir in response to the Hindu Maharajah's attempted genocide of Muslims in the 
state. The Maharajah of Kashmir attempted to change the predominantly Muslim 
demographics of his state by engaging in an ethnic cleansing of Muslims from the Jammu 
section of his state, as his state forces massacred thousands of Muslims in Jammu and 
expelled thousands more from their homes in an effort to shift the population ratio in 
favour of Hindus. This precipitated a revolt by the Muslims in the Poonch district of 
Jammu and Kashmir against the Hindu Maharajah. Backed by Pakistani paramilitary 
forces, Pashtun Mehsud tribals invaded Kashmir in October 1947 under the code name 
"Operation Gulmarg" to seize Kashmir. They reached and captured Baramulla on 25 
October. Instead of moving on to Srinagar just 50 km away and capturing its undefended 
airfield, they stayed there for several days. Kashmir's security forces turned out to be too 
weak and ill-equipped to fight against Pakistan. Fearing that this invasion would bring 
about an accession to Pakistan, the Maharaja now turned to India and requested India for 
troops to safeguard Kashmir. Indian Prime Minister Nehru was ready to send the troops, 
but the acting Governor General of India, Lord Mountbatten of Burma, advised the 
Maharaja to accede to India before India could send its troops. Hence, considering the 
emergent situation he signed the instrument of accession to the Union of India on 26 
October 1947 (see the two-page document's photo below). 

Charles Chevenix Trench writes in his 'The Frontier Scouts' (1985): 

In October 1947... tribal lashkars hastened in lorries - undoubtedly with official logistic 
support - into Kashmir... at least one British Officer, Harvey-Kelly took part in the 
campaign. It seemed that nothing could stop these hordes of tribesmen taking Srinagar 
with its vital airfield. Indeed nothing did, but their own greed. The Mahsuds in particular 
stopped to loot, rape and murder; Indian troops were flown in and the lashkars pushed out 
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of the Vale of Kashmir into the mountains. The Mahsuds returned home in a savage mood, 
having muffed an easy chance, lost the loot of Srinagar and made fools of themselves. 

In the words of General Mohammad Akbar Khan (Brigadier-in-Charge, Pakistan, in his 
book "War for Kashmir in 1947"): "The uncouth raiders delayed in Baramulla for two 
(whole) days for some unknown reason." 

While the invading Pakistanis spread across the State and looted Baramulla town just 
50 km from the state capital, Srinagar, for several days starting 25 October 1947, the 
Maharaja signed Instrument of Accession to the Dominion of India on 26 October 1947. 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah had already reached Delhi a day earlier on 25 October to 
persuade Nehru to send troops. He made no secret of the danger the State faced and asked 
Nehru to lose no time in accepting the accession and ensuring the speedy dispatch of 
Indian troops to the State. (Sheikh Abdullah corroborates this account in his Aatish-e-
Chinaar (at pages 416 and 417) and records (at page 417) that V.P. Menon returned to 
Delhi on 26 October with signed Instrument of accession.) The Instrument was accepted 
by the Governor-General of India the next day, 27 October 1947. With this signing by the 
Maharaja and acceptance by the Governor-General, the princely state of Jammu and 
Kashmir became a part of Dominion of India as per the Indian Independence Act 
1947 passed by the British parliament. 

By this time the raiders were close to the capital, Srinagar Indian troops were airlifted 
from Delhi, landed at Srinagar airport in Kashmir on 27 October 1947 and secured the 
airport before proceeding to evict the invaders from Kashmir valley. 

The Indian troops managed to evict the aggressors from parts of Kashmir but the onset of 
winter made much of the state impassable. After weeks of intense fighting between 
Pakistan and India, Pakistani leaders and the Indian Prime Minister Nehru declared a 
ceasefire and sought U.N. arbitration with the promise of a plebiscite. In 1957, north-
western Kashmir was fully integrated into Pakistan, becoming Azad Kashmir (Pakistan-
administered Kashmir). In 1962, China occupied Aksai Chin, the north-eastern region 
bordering Ladakh. In 1984, India launched Operation Meghdoot and captured more than 
80% of the Siachen Glacier. 

Pakistan now maintains Kashmiris' right to self-determination through a plebiscite and 
the promised plebiscite should be allowed to decide the fate of the Kashmiri people. India 
on the other hand asserts that with the Maharaja's signing the instrument of accession, 
Kashmir has become an integral part of India. Due to all such political differences, this 
territorial claim has been the subject of wars between the two countries in 1947 and 1965, 
and a limited conflict in 1999. The state remains divided between the two countries by 
the Line of Control (LoC), which demarcates the ceasefire line agreed upon in the 1947 
conflict modified in 1972 as per Simla Agreement. 

WARS, CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES 

India and Pakistan have fought in numerous armed conflicts since their independence. 
There are three major wars that have taken place between the two states, namely in 1947, 
1965 and the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971. In addition to this was the 
unofficial Kargil War and some border skirmishes. 
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WAR OF 1965 

The Indo-Pakistani War of 1965 started following Pakistan's Operation Gibraltar, which 
was designed to infiltrate forces into Jammu and Kashmir to precipitate 
an insurgency against rule by India. The five-week war caused thousands of casualties on 
both sides. Most of the battles were fought by opposing infantry and armoured units, with 
substantial backing from air forces, and naval operations. It ended in a United 
Nations (UN) mandated ceasefire and the subsequent issuance of the Tashkent 
Declaration. 

WAR OF 1971 

 

 
Pakistan's Lt. Gen. Niazi(sitting second from right) signing the  

Instrument of Surrender, following the defeat of Pakistan in the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971. 

Pakistan, since independence, was geo-politically divided into two major regions, West 
Pakistan and East Pakistan. East Pakistan was occupied mostly by Bengali people. In 
December 1971, following a political crisis in East Pakistan, the situation soon spiralled 
out of control in East Pakistan and India intervened in favour of the rebelling Bengali 
populace. The conflict, a brief but bloody war, resulted in the independence of East 
Pakistan. In the war, the Indian Army invaded East Pakistan from three sides, while 
the Indian Navy used the aircraft carrier INS Vikrant (R11) to impose a naval blockade of 
East Pakistan. The war saw the first offensive operations undertaken by the Indian Navy 
against an enemy port, when Karachi harbour was attacked twice during Operation 
Trident (1971) and Operation Python. These attacks destroyed a significant portion of 
Pakistan's naval strength, whereas no Indian ship was lost. The Indian Navy did, 
however, lose a single ship, when INS Khukri (F149) was torpedoed by a Pakistani 
submarine. 13 days after the invasion of East Pakistan, 90,000 Pakistani military 
personnel surrendered to the Indian Army and the Mukti Bahini. After the surrender of 
Pakistani forces, East Pakistan became the independent nation of Bangladesh. 
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KARGIL WAR 

During the winter months of 1998-99, the Indian army vacated its posts at very high 
peaks in Kargil sector in Kashmir as it used to do every year. Pakistani Army intruded 
across the line of control and occupied the posts. Indian army discovered this in May 1999 
when the snow thawed. This resulted in intense fighting between Indian and Pakistani 
forces, known as the Kargil conflict. Backed by the Indian Air Force, the Indian Army 
regained some of the posts that Pakistan has occupied. Pakistan later withdrew from the 
remaining portion under international pressure. 

OTHER TERRITORIAL CLAIMS 

The relations are locked in other territorial claims such as the Siachen Glacier and Kori 
Creek. 

WATER DISPUTES 

The Indus Waters Treaty governs the rivers that flow from India into Pakistan. Water is 
cited as one possible cause for a conflict between the two nations, but to date issues such 
as the Nimoo Bazgo Project have been resolved through diplomacy. 

BENGAL REFUGEE CRISIS (1949) 

In 1949, India recorded close to 1 million Hindu refugees, who flooded into West 
Bengal and other states from East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), owing to communal 
violence, intimidation and repression from authorities. The plight of the refugees outraged 
Hindus and Indian nationalists, and the refugee population drained the resources of 
Indian states, which were unable to absorb them. While not ruling out war, Prime 
Minister Nehru and Sardar Patel invited Liaquat Ali Khan for talks in Delhi. Although 
many Indians termed this appeasement, Nehru signed a pact with Liaquat Ali Khan that 
pledged both nations to the protection of minorities and creation of minority commissions. 
Khan and Nehru also signed a trade agreement, and committed to resolving bilateral 
conflicts through peaceful means. Steadily, hundreds of thousands of Hindus returned to 
East Pakistan, but the thaw in relations did not last long, primarily owing to the Kashmir 
conflict. 

AFGHANISTAN 

Afghanistan and Pakistan have had their own historic rivalry over their border, 
the Durand Line, which numerous Afghan Governments have refused to recognize as the 
border. This has led to strong tensions between the two countries and even military 
confrontations, resulting in Pakistan as victorious. Pakistan has long accused Afghanistan 
of harboring Baloch separatist rebels and attempting to sponsor separatist tendencies 
amongst its Pashtun and Baloch populations, going as far back as the 1950s. It has been 
believed that Pakistan during the 1970s, then under Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, in retaliation 
began supporting Islamist factions in Afghanistan. These factions proved rebellious for the 
Afghan Government that was friendly to the Soviet Union and its South Asian ally, India. 

The later Soviet intervention in Afghanistan to prevent further escalation and eventual 
Islamist takeover of the country proved disastrous afterwards. The United States and its 
allies feared direct Soviet involvement in Afghanistan and began aiding Pakistan's 
support for the Afghan Mujaheddin, in hopes of crippling the Soviet Union. The Soviet-
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Afghan war turned out to be a stalemate with heavy casualties on all sides and costly for 
the Soviets. Under international agreement, the Soviets withdrew. But various Afghan 
factions fought one another and their external supporters, including the Soviet Union, 
Iran, Pakistan and others disagreed on which should be in power. 

Continued rival proxy support led to the civil war, in which Pakistan supported in 
the Taliban, seeking to secure its interests in Afghanistan and providing strategic support, 
while India and Afghanistan's other neighbors backed the Northern Alliance. 

After the Taliban defeated the Northern Alliance in much of Afghanistan in the Afghan 
Civil War (1996-2001), the Taliban regime continued to be supported by Pakistan – one of 
the three countries to do so – before the 11 September attacks. India firmly opposed the 
Taliban and criticized Pakistan for supporting it. India established its links with 
the Northern Alliance as India officially recognized their Government, with the United 
Nations. India's relations with Afghanistan, Pakistan's neighbor, and its increasing 
presence there has irked Pakistan. 

The 2008 Indian embassy bombing in Kabul was a suicide bomb terror attack on the 
Indian embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan on 7 July 2008 at 8:30 AM local 
time. US intelligence officials suggested that Pakistan's ISI intelligence agency had 
planned the attack.Pakistan tried to deny any responsibility, but United States 
President George W. Bush confronted Pakistani Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani with 
evidence and warned him that in the case of another such attack he would have to take 
"serious action". 

Pakistan has been accused by India, Afghanistan, the United States, and the United 
Kingdom, of involvement in terrorism in Kashmir and Afghanistan. In July 2009, 
former President of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari admitted that the Pakistani 
Government had "created and nurtured" terrorist groups to achieve its short-term foreign 
policy goals. According to an analysis published by Saban Centre for Middle East 
Policy at Brookings Institution in 2008 Pakistan was the world's "most active" state 
sponsor of terrorism including aiding groups and Pakistan has long aided a range of 
terrorist groups fighting against India in Kashmir and is a major sponsor of Taliban forces 
fighting the U.S.-backed Government in Afghanistan. 

INSURGENCY IN KASHMIR (1989-PRESENT) 

According to some reports published by the Council of Foreign Relations, the Pakistan 
military and the ISI have provided covert support to terrorist groups active in Kashmir, 
including the al-Qaeda affiliate Jaish-e-Mohammed. Pakistan has denied any involvement 
in terrorist activities in Kashmir, arguing that it only provides political and moral support 
to the secessionist groups who wish to escape Indian rule. Many Kashmiri militant groups 
also maintain their headquarters in Pakistan-administered Kashmir, which is cited as 
further proof by the Indian Government. 

Author Gordon Thomas stated that Pakistan "still sponsored terrorist groups in the state 
of Kashmir, funding, training and arming them in their war on attrition against 
India." Journalist Stephen Suleyman Schwartz notes that several militant and criminal 
groups are "backed by senior officers in the Pakistani army, the country's ISI intelligence 
establishment and other armed bodies of the state." 
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LIST OF SOME INSURGENT ATTACKS 

Insurgents attack on Jammu and Kashmir State Assembly: A car bomb exploded near the 
Jammu and Kashmir State Assembly on 1 October 2001, killing 27 people on an attack 
that was blamed on Kashmiri separatists. It was one of the most prominent attacks 
against India apart from on the Indian Parliament in December 2001. The dead bodies of 
the terrorists and the data recovered from them revealed that Pakistan was solely 
responsible for the activity. 

• 1997 Sangrampora massacre: On 21 March 1997, 7 Kashmiri Pandits were killed in 
Sangrampora village in the Budgam district. 

• Wandhama Massacre: In January 1998, 24 Kashmiri Pandits living in the 
city Wandhama were killed by nonsense Islamic terrorists. 

• Qasim Nagar Attack: On 13 July 2003, armed men believed to be a part of 
the Lashkar-e-Toiba threw hand grenades at the Qasim Nagar market in Srinagar and 
then fired on civilians standing nearby killing twenty-seven and injuring many more. 

• Assassination of Abdul Ghani Lone: Abdul Ghani Lone, a prominent All Party 
Hurriyat Conference leader, was assassinated by an unidentified gunmen during a 
memorial rally in Srinagar. The assassination resulted in wide-scale demonstrations 
against the Indian occupied-forces for failing to provide enough security cover for Mr. 
Lone. 

• 20 July 2005 Srinagar Bombing: A car bomb exploded near an armoured Indian 
Army vehicle in the famous Church Lane area in Srinagar killing four Indian 
Army personnel, one civilian and the suicide bomber. Terrorist group Hizbul 
Mujahideen, claimed responsibility for the attack. 

• Budshah Chowk attack: A terrorist attack on 29 July 2005 at Srinigar's city centre, 
Budshah Chowk, killed two and left more than 17 people injured. Most of those injured 
were media journalists. 

• Murder of Ghulam Nabi Lone: On 18 October 2005, a suspected man killed Jammu and 
Kashmir's then education minister Ghulam Nabi Lone. No Terrorist group claimed 
responsibility for the attack. 

• 2016 Uri attack: A terrorist attack by four heavily armed terrorists on 18 September 
2016, near the town of Uri in the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir, killed 18 and 
left more than 20 people injured. It was reported as "the deadliest attack on security 
forces in Kashmir in two decades". 

INSURGENT ACTIVITIES ELSEWHERE 

The attack on the Indian Parliament was by far the most dramatic attack carried out 
allegedly by Pakistani terrorists. India blamed Pakistan for carrying out the attacks, an 
allegation which Pakistan strongly denied and one that brought both nations to the brink 
of a nuclearconfrontation in 2001–02. However, international peace efforts ensured the 
cooling of tensions between the two nuclear-capable nations. 

Apart from this, the most notable was the hijacking of Indian Airlines Flight IC 814 en 
route New Delhi from Kathmandu, Nepal. The plane was hijacked on 24 December 1999 
approximately one hour after take off and was taken to Amritsar airport and then 
to Lahore in Pakistan. After refueling the plane took off for Dubai and then finally landed 
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in Kandahar, Afghanistan. Under intense media pressure, New Delhi complied with the 
hijackers' demand and freed Maulana Masood Azhar from its captivity in return for the 
freedom of the Indian passengers on the flight. The decision, however, cost New Delhi 
dearly. Maulana, who is believed to be hiding in Karachi, later became the leader of Jaish-
e-Mohammed, an organisation which has carried out several terrorist acts against Indian 
security forces in Kashmir. 

On 22 December 2000, a group of terrorists belonging to the Lashkar-e-Toiba stormed the 
famous Red Fort in New Delhi. The Fort houses an Indian military unit and a high-
security interrogation cell used both by the Central Bureau of Investigation and 
the Indian Army. The terrorists successfully breached the security cover around the Red 
Fort and opened fire at the Indian military personnel on duty killing two of them on spot. 
The attack was significant because it was carried out just two days after the declaration of 
the cease-fire between India and Pakistan. 

In 2002, India claimed again that terrorists from Jammu and Kashmir were infiltrating 
into India, a claim denied by Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf, who claimed that such 
infiltration had stopped—India's spokesperson for the External Affairs Ministry did away 
with Pakistan's claim, calling it "terminological inexactitude." Only two months later, two 
Kashmiri terrorists belonging to Jaish-e-Mohammed raided the Swami Narayan temple 
complex in Ahmedabad, Gujarat killing 30 people, including 18 women and five children. 
The attack was carried out on 25 September 2002, just few days after state elections were 
held in Jammu and Kashmir. Two identical letters found on both the terrorists claimed 
that the attack was done in retaliation for the deaths of thousands of Muslims during 
the Gujarat riots. 

Two car bombs exploded in south Mumbai on 25 August 2003; one near the Gateway of 
India and the other at the famous Zaveri Bazaar, killing at least 48 and injuring 150 
people. Though no terrorist group claimed responsibility for the attacks, Mumbai 
Police and RAWsuspected Lashkar-e-Toiba's hand in the twin blasts. 

In an unsuccessful attempt, six terrorists belonging to Lashkar-e-Toiba, stormed 
the Ayodhya Ram Janmbhomi complex on 5 July 2005. Before the terrorists could reach 
the main disputed site, they were shot down by Indian security forces. One Hindu 
worshipper and two policemen were injured during the incident.  

The Indian intelligence agency RAW is claimed to be working in cover to malign Pakistan 
and train & support insurgents for Balochistan conflict. 

2001 INDIAN PARLIAMENT ATTACK 

The 2001 Indian Parliament attack was an attack at the Parliament of India in New Delhi 
on 13 December 2001, during which fourteen people, including the five men who attacked 
the building, were killed. The perpetrators were Lashkar-e-Taiba (Let) and Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) terrorists. The attack led to the deaths of five terrorists, six Delhi 
Police personnel, two Parliament Security Service personnel and a gardener, in total 
14 and to increased tensions between India and Pakistan, resulting in the 2001–02 India–
Pakistan standoff. 
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2001–02 INDIA–PAKISTAN STANDOFF 

The 2001–2002 India–Pakistan standoff was a military standoff between India and 
Pakistan that resulted in the massing of troops on either side of the border and along 
the Line of Control (LoC) in the region of Kashmir. This was the first major military 
standoff between India and Pakistan since the Kargil War in 1999. The military buildup 
was initiated by India responding to a 2001 Indian Parliament attack and the 2001 
Jammu and Kashmir legislative assembly attack. India claimed that the attacks were 
carried out by two Pakistan-based terror groups fighting Indian administered Kashmir, 
the Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammad, both of whom India has said are backed by 
Pakistan's ISI a charge that Pakistan denied. Tensions de-escalated following 
international diplomaticmediation which resulted in the October 2002 withdrawal of 
Indian and Pakistani troops from the international border. 

2007 SAMJHAUTA EXPRESS BOMBINGS 

The 2007 Samjhauta Express bombings was a terrorist attack targeted on the Samjhauta 
Express train on 18 February. The Samjhauta Express is an international train that runs 
from New Delhi, India to Lahore, Pakistan, and is one of two trains to cross the India-
Pakistan border. At least 68 people were killed, mostly Pakistani civilians but also some 
Indian security personnel and civilians. 

2008 MUMBAI ATTACKS 

The 2008 Mumbai attacks by ten Pakistani terrorists killed over 173 and wounded 308. 
The sole surviving gunman Ajmal Kasab who was arrested during the attacks was found 
to be a Pakistani national. This fact was acknowledged by Pakistani authorities. In May 
2010, an Indian court convicted him on four counts of murder, waging war against 
India, conspiracy and terrorism offences, and sentenced him to death. 

India blamed the Lashkar-e-Taiba, a Pakistan-based militant group, for planning and 
executing the attacks. Islamabad resisted the claims and demanded evidence. India 
provided evidence in the form of interrogations, weapons, candy wrappers, Pakistani 
Brand Milk Packets, and telephone sets. Indian officials demanded Pakistan extradite 
suspects for trial. They also said that, given the sophistication of the attacks, the 
perpetrators "must have had the support of some official agencies in Pakistan". 

WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION 

India has a long history of development of nuclear weapons. Origins of India's nuclear 
program dates back to 1944, when started its nuclear program soon after its 
independence. In the 1940s–1960s, India's nuclear program slowly matured towards 
militarisation and expanded the nuclear power infrastructure throughout the 
country. Decisions on the development of nuclear weapons were made by Indian political 
leaders after the Chinese invasion and territorial annexation of northern India. In 1967, 
India's nuclear program was aimed at the development of nuclear weapons, with Indira 
Gandhi carefully overseeing the development of weapons. In 1971, India gained military 
and political momentum over Pakistan, after a successful military campaign against 
Pakistan. Starting preparations for a nuclear test in 1972, India finally exploded its first 
nuclear bomb in Pokhran test range, codename Smiling Buddha, in 1974. During the 
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1980s–90s, India began development of space and nuclear rockets, which marked 
Pakistan's efforts to engage in the space race with India. Pakistan's own 
program developed space and nuclear missiles and began unmanned flight tests of its 
space vehicles in the mid-1990s, which continues in the present. 

After the defeat in the Indo-Pakistani war of 1971, Pakistan launched its own nuclear 
bomb program in 1972, and accelerated its efforts in 1974, after India exploded its first 
nuclear bomb in Pokhran test range, codename Smiling Buddha. This large-scale nuclear 
bomb program was directly in response to India's nuclear program. In 1983, Pakistan 
achieved a major milestone in its efforts after it covertly performed a series of non-fission 
tests, codename Kirana-I. No official announcements of such cold tests were made 
by Pakistan Government. Over the next several years, Pakistan expanded and modernized 
nuclear power projects around the country to supply its electricity sector and to provide 
back-up support and benefit to its national economy. In 1988, a mutual understanding was 
reached between the two countries in which each pledged not to attack nuclear facilities. 
Agreements on cultural exchanges and civil aviation were also initiated, also in 
1988. Finally, in 1998, India exploded its second nuclear test (see: Pokhran-II) which 
invited Pakistan to follow the latter's step and performed its own atomic tests (see:Chagai-
I and Chagai-II). 

TALKS AND OTHER CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES 

After the 1971 war, Pakistan and India made slow progress towards the normalisation of 
relations. In July 1972, Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and Pakistani 
President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto met in the Indian hill station of Simla. They signed 
the Simla Agreement, by which India would return all Pakistani personnel (over 90,000) 
and captured territory in the west, and the two countries would "settle their differences by 
peaceful means through bilateral negotiations." Diplomatic and trade relations were also 
re-established in 1976. 

1990s 

In 1997, high-level Indo-Pakistan talks resumed after a three-year pause. The Prime 
Ministers of Pakistan and India met twice and the foreign secretaries conducted three 
rounds of talks. In June 1997, the foreign secretaries identified eight "outstanding issues" 
around which continuing talks would be focused. The conflict over the status of Kashmir, 
(referred by India as Jammu and Kashmir), an issue since Independence, remains the 
major stumbling block in their dialogue. India maintains that the entire former princely 
state is an integral part of the Indian union, while Pakistan insists that UN resolutions 
calling for self-determination of the people of the state/province must be taken into 
account. It however refuses to abide by the previous part of the resolution, which calls for 
it to vacate all territories occupied. 

In September 1997, the talks broke down over the structure of how to deal with the issues 
of Kashmir, and peace and security. Pakistan advocated that the issues be treated by 
separate working groups. India responded that the two issues be taken up along with six 
others on a simultaneous basis. 
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Attempts to restart dialogue between the two nations were given a major boost by the 
February 1999 meeting of both Prime Ministers in Lahore and their signing of three 
agreements. 

A subsequent military coup in Pakistan that overturned the democratically elected Nawaz 
Sharif Government in October of the same year also proved a setback to relations. 

2000s 

In 2001, a summit was called in Agra; Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf turned up to 
meet Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee. The talks fell through. 

On 20 June 2004, with a new Government in place in India, both countries agreed to 
extend a nuclear testing ban and to set up a hotline between their foreign secretaries 
aimed at preventing misunderstandings that might lead to a nuclear war. 

Baglihar Dam issue was a new issue raised by Pakistan in 2005. 

After Dr. Manmohan Singh become prime minister of India in May 2004, the Punjab 
provincial Government declared it would develop Gah, his place of birth, as a model 
village in his honour and name a school after him. There is also a village in India 
named Pakistan, despite occasional pressure over the years to change its name the 
villagers have resisted. Violent activities in the region declined in 2004. There are two 
main reasons for this: warming of relations between New Delhi and Islamabad which 
consequently lead to a ceasefire between the two countries in 2003 and the fencing of 
the LOC being carried out by the Indian Army. Moreover, coming under intense 
international pressure, Islamabad was compelled to take actions against the militants' 
training camps on its territory. In 2004, the two countries also agreed upon decreasing the 
number of troops present in the region. 

Under pressure, Kashmiri militant organisations made an offer for talks and negotiations 
with New Delhi, which India welcomed. 

India's Border Security Force blamed the Pakistani military for providing cover-fire for the 
terrorists whenever they infiltrated into Indian territory from Pakistan. Pakistan in turn 
has also blamed India for providing support to terrorist organisations operating in 
Pakistan such as the BLA. 

In 2005, Pakistan's information minister, Sheikh Rashid, was alleged to have run 
a terrorist training camp in 1990 in N.W. Frontier, Pakistan. The Pakistani Government 
dismissed the charges against its minister as an attempt to hamper the ongoing peace 
process between the two neighbours. 

Both India and Pakistan have launched several mutual confidence-building 
measures (CBMs) to ease tensions between the two. These include more high-level talks, 
easing visa restrictions, and restarting of cricket matches between the two. The new bus 
service between Srinagar and Muzaffarabad has also helped bring the two sides closer. 
Pakistan and India have also decided to co-operate on economic fronts. 

Some improvements in the relations are seen with the re-opening of a series of 
transportation networks near the India–Pakistan border, with the most important being 
bus routes and railway lines. 



202 

 

A major clash between Indian security forces and militants occurred when a group of 
insurgents tried to infiltrate into Kashmir from Pakistan in July 2005. The same month 
also saw a Kashmiri militant attack on Ayodhya and Srinagar. However, these 
developments had little impact on the peace process. 

An Indian man held in Pakistani prisons since 1975 as an accused spy walked across the 
border to freedom 3 March 2008, an unconditional release that Pakistan said was done to 
improve relations between the two countries. 

In 2006, a "Friends Without Borders" scheme began with the help of two British tourists. 
The idea was that Indian and Pakistani children would make pen pals and write friendly 
letters to each other. The idea was so successful in both countries that the organisation 
found it "impossible to keep up". The World's Largest Love Letter was recently sent from 
India to Pakistan. 

2010s 

In December 2010, several Pakistani newspapers published stories about India's 
leadership and relationship with militants in Pakistan that the papers claimed were found 
in the United States diplomatic cables leak. A British newspaper, The Guardian, which 
had the Wikileaks cables in its possession reviewed the cables and concluded that the 
Pakistani claims were "not accurate" and that "WikiLeaks [was] being exploited for 
propaganda purposes." 

On 10 February 2011, India agreed to resume talks with Pakistan which were suspended 
after 26/11 Mumbai Attacks. India had put on hold all the diplomatic relations saying it 
will only continue if Pakistan will act against the accused of Mumbai attacks. 

On 13 April 2012 following a thaw in relations whereby India gained MFN status in the 
country, India announced the removal of restrictions on FDI investment from Pakistan to 
India. 

The Foreign Minister of Pakistan on 11 July 2012, stated in Pnom Penh that her country 
is willing to resolve some of the disputes like, Sir Creek and Siachan on the basis of 
agreements reached in past. On 7 September 2012, Indian External Affairs Minister 
would pay 3-day visit to Pakistan to review the progress of bilateral dialogue with his 
Pakistani counterpart. 

RESPONSE TO NATURAL CALAMITIES 

2001 GUJARAT EARTHQUAKE IN INDIA 

In response to the 2001 Gujarat earthquake, Pakistani President Pervez Mushrraf sent a 
plane load of relief supplies to India from Islamabad to Ahmedabad. That carried 200 
tents and more than 2,000 blankets. Furthermore, the President called Indian PM to 
express his 'sympathy' over the loss from the earthquake. 

2005 EARTHQUAKE IN PAKISTAN 

India offered generous aid to Pakistan in response to the 2005 Kashmir earthquake on 8 
October. Indian and Pakistani High Commissioners consulted with one another regarding 
cooperation in relief work. India sent 25 tonnes of relief material to Pakistan including 
food, blankets and medicine. Large Indian companies such as Infosys have offered aid up 
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to $226,000. On 12 October, an Ilyushin-76 cargo plane ferried across seven truckloads 
(about 82 tons) of army medicines, 15,000 blankets and 50 tents and returned to New 
Delhi. A senior airforce official also stated that they had been asked by the Indian 
Government to be ready to fly out another similar consignment. On 14 October, India 
dispatched the second consignment of relief material to Pakistan, by train through 
the Wagah Border. The consignment included 5,000 blankets, 370 tents, 5 tons of plastic 
sheets and 12 tons of medicine. A third consignment of medicine and relief material was 
also sent shortly afterwards by train. India also pledged $25 million as aid to 
Pakistan. India opened the first of three points at Chakan Da Bagh, in Poonch, on 
the Line of Control (LoC) between India and Pakistan for the 2005 Kashmir 
earthquake relief work. (Rediff) Such generous gestures signalled a new era of confidence, 
friendliness and cooperation between both India and Pakistan. 

FUGITIVES 

India has accused some of the most wanted Indian fugitives, such as Dawood Ibrahim, of 
having a presence in Pakistan. On 11 May 2011, India released a list of 50 "Most Wanted 
Fugitives" hiding in Pakistan. This was to tactically pressure Pakistan after 
the killing of Osama bin Laden in his compound in Abbottabad. 

After two errors in the list received publicity, the Central Bureau of Investigation removed 
it from their website pending a review. After this incident the Pakistani interior ministry 
rejected the list of 50 Most Wanted men forwarded by India to Islamabad, saying it should 
first probe if those named in the list were even living in the country. 

SOCIAL RELATIONS 

CULTURAL LINKS 

India and Pakistan, particularly Northern India and Eastern Pakistan, to some degree 
have similar cultures, cuisines and languages due to common Indo-Aryan heritage which 
span through the two countries and throughout much of the northern subcontinent which 
also underpin the historical ties between the two. Pakistani singers, musicians,  
comedians and entertainers have enjoyed widespread popularity in India, with many 
achieving overnight fame in the Indian film industry Bollywood. Likewise, Indian 
music and film are very popular in Pakistan. Being located in the northernmost region of 
the South Asia, Pakistan's culture is somewhat similar to that of North India, especially 
the northwest. 

The Punjab region was split into Punjab, Pakistan and Punjab, India following the 
independence and partition of the two countries in 1947. The Punjabi people are today the 
largest ethnic group in Pakistan and also an important ethnic group of northern India. 
The founder of Sikhism was born in the modern-day Pakistani Punjab province, in the city 
of Nankana Sahib. Each year, millions of Indian Sikh pilgrims cross over to visit holy Sikh 
sites in Nankana Sahib. The Sindhi people are the native ethnic group of the Pakistani 
province of Sindh. Many Hindu Sindhis migrated to India in 1947, making the country 
home to a sizable Sindhi community. In addition, the millions of Muslims who migrated 
from India to the newly created Pakistan during independence came to be known as 
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the Muhajir people; they are settled predominantly in Karachi and still maintain family 
links in India. 

Relations between Pakistan and India have also resumed through platforms such as 
media and communications. Aman ki Asha is a joint venture and campaign between The 
Times of India and the Jang Group calling for mutual peace and development of 
diplomatic and cultural relations. 

GEOGRAPHIC LINKS 

 

 
The evening flag lowering ceremony at the India-Pakistan  

International Border near Wagah. 

The Indo-Pakistani border is the official international boundary that demarcates the 
Indian states of Punjab, Rajasthan and Gujarat from the Pakistani provinces of Punjab 
and Sindh. The Wagah border is the only road crossing between India and Pakistan and 
lies on the famous Grand Trunk Road, connecting Lahore, Pakistan with Amritsar, India. 
Each evening, the Wagah border ceremony takes place at the Wagah border in which the 
flags are lowered and guards on both sides make a pompous military display and exchange 
handshakes. 

LINGUISTIC TIES 

Hindustani is the linga franca of North India and Pakistan, as well as the official 
language of both countries, under the standard registers Hindi and Urdu, respectively. 
Standard Urdu is mutually intelligible with Standard Hindi. Hindustani is also widely 
understood and used as a lingua franca amongst South Asians including Sri 
Lankans, Nepalis and Bangladeshis, and is the language of Bollywood, which is enjoyed 
throughout much of the subcontinent. 

Apart from Hindustani, India and Pakistan also share a distribution of the Punjabi 
language (written in the Gurmukhi script in Indian Punjab, and the Shahmukhi script in 
Pakistani Punjab), Kashmiri language and Sindhi language, mainly due to population 



205 

 

exchange. These languages belong to a common Indo-Aryan family that are spoken in 
countries across the subcontinent. 

MATRIMONIAL TIES 

Some Indian and Pakistani people marry across the border at instances. 

In April 2010 a high-profile Pakistani cricketer, Shoaib Malik married the Indian tennis 
star Sania Mirza. The wedding received much media attention and was said to transfix 
both India and Pakistan. 

SPORTING TIES 

Cricket and hockey matches between the two (as well as other sports to a lesser degree 
such as those of the SAARC games) have often been political in nature. During the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan General Zia-ul Haq traveled to India for a bout of "cricket 
diplomacy" to keep India from supporting the Soviets by opening another front. Pervez 
Musharaff also tried to do the same more than a decade later but to no avail. 

In tennis, Rohan Bopanna of India and Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi of Pakistan have formed a 
successful duo and have been dubbed as the "Indo-Pak Express." 

TRANSPORT LINKS 

DIASPORIC RELATIONS 

The large size of the Indian diaspora and Pakistani diaspora in many different countries 
throughout the world has created strong diasporic relations. British Indians and British 
Pakistanis, the largest and second-largest ethnic minorities living in the United Kingdom 
respectively, are said to have friendly relations with one another.  

It is quite common for a "Little India" and a "Little Pakistan" to co-exist in South Asian 
ethnic enclaves in overseas countries. There are various cities such 
as Birmingham, Blackburn and Manchesterwhere British Indians and British Pakistanis  
live alongside each other in peace and harmony. Both Indians and Pakistanis living in the 
UK fit under the category of British Asian. The UK is also home to the Pakistan & India 
friendship forum. 

In the United States, Indians and Pakistanis are classified under the South Asian 
American category and share many cultural traits. The British MEP Sajjad Karim is of 
Pakistani origin. He is a member of the European Parliament Friends of India Group, 
Karim was also responsible for opening up Europe to free trade with India. He narrowly 
escaped the Mumbai attacks at Hotel Taj in November 2008. Despite the atrocity, Mr 
Karim does not wish the remaining killer Ajmal Kasab to be sentenced to death. He said: 
"I believe he had a fair and transparent trial and I support the guilty verdict. But I am not 
a supporter of capital punishment. I believe he should be given a life sentence, but that life 
should mean life." 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

TRADE LINKS 

Trade across direct routes has been curtailed formally, so the bulk of India-Pakistan trade 
is routed through Dubai. 
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COUNTRY COMPARISON 

 
 India  Pakistan 

Population 1,337,365,118 199,085,847 (2016 estimate) 

Area 3,287,240 km² (1,269,210 sq mi) 881,913 km² (307,374 sq mi) 

Population 
density 

452/km² 260.8/km² (555/sq mi) 

Capital New Delhi Islamabad  

Largest city Mumbai Karachi 

Government Federal, Parliamentary democracy 
Islamic, Constitutional, Parliamentary 
democracy 

Official 
languages 

Hindi, English and 20 other official 
languages 

Urdu, English, and other languages 

Main religions 

79.8% Hinduism, 14.2% Islam, 2.3% 
Christianity, 1.7% Sikhism, 
0.7% Buddhism, 0.4% Jainism (2011 
Census) 

95-98% Islam (80-95% Sunni, 5-20% Shi'a), 
1.6% Christianity, 1.6% Hinduism, others 

GDP 
(nominal) 

$2.384 trillion ($1,820 per capita) $270.961 billion ($1,427 per capita) 

GDP (PPP) $8.727 trillion ($6,664 per capita) $984.205 billion ($5,084 per capita) 

Military 
expenditures 

$51.03billion (2.3% of GDP) $5.1 billion (2.8% of GDP) 
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Chapter 25 

INDIA–SRI LANKA RELATIONS 
 

India–Sri Lanka relations have been friendly, but were controversially affected by the Sri 
Lankan Civil War and by the failure of Indian intervention during the war. India is the 
only neighbour of Sri Lanka, separated by the Palk Strait; both nations occupy a strategic 
position in South Asia and have sought to build a common security umbrella in the Indian 
Ocean. Historically and culturally, the two nations have been considerably close, with 70% 
of Sri Lankans continuing to follow Theravada Buddhism to this day. 

 

President Maithripala Sirisena with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

In recent years Sri Lanka has moved closer to China, especially in terms of naval 
agreements. India has signed a nuclear energy deal to improve relations. India made a 
nuclear energy pact with Sri Lanka in 2015. 

HISTORY 

EARLY HISTORY 

 
Gilded bronze statue of the Bodhisattva Tara,  

from the Anuradhapura period (8th century CE) 
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V.S. Swami Nathan of the External Affairs Ministry, photographed  

at the Safdarjung Airport, taking Mahatma Gandhi's ashes to Ceylon. 

According to traditional Sri Lankan chronicles (such as the Dipavamsa), Buddhism was 
introduced into Sri Lanka in the 4th century BCE by Venerable Mahinda, the son of 
Indian Emperor Ashoka, during the reign of Sri Lanka's King Devanampiya Tissa. During 
this time, a sapling of the Bodhi Tree was brought to Sri Lanka and the first monasteries 
and Buddhist monuments were established. Among these, the Isurumuni-vihaara and the 
Vessagiri-vihaara remain important centers of worship. He is also credited with the 
construction of the Pathamaka-cetiya, the Jambukola-vihaara and the Hatthaalhaka-
vihaara, and the refectory. The Pali Canon, having previously been preserved as an oral 
tradition, was first committed to writing in Sri Lanka around 30 BCE. 

Sri Lanka has the longest continuous history of Buddhism of any Buddhist nation, with 
the Sangha having existed in a largely unbroken lineage since its introduction in the 4th 
century. During periods of decline, the Sri Lankan monastic lineage was revived through 
contact with Myanmar and Thailand. Periods of Mahayana influence, as well as official 
neglect under colonial rule, created great challenges for Theravada Buddhist institutions 
in Sri Lanka, but repeated revivals and resurgences – most recently in the 19th century 
CE – have kept the Theravada tradition alive for over 2,600 years. For most of the Tamils 
in Sri Lanka, their ancestors were from India. 

INDIAN INTERVENTION IN THE SRI LANKAN CIVIL WAR 

In the 1970s–1980s, private entities and elements in the Research and Analysis Wing and 
the state Government of Tamil Nadu were believed to be encouraging the funding and 
training for the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, a separatist insurgent force. In 1987, 
faced with growing anger amongst its own Tamils, and a flood of refugees, India 
intervened directly in the conflict for the first time after the Sri Lankan Government 
attempted to regain control of the northern Jaffna region by means of an 
economic blockade and military assaults, India supplied food and medicine by air and sea. 
After subsequent negotiations, India and Sri Lanka entered into an agreement/13th 
amendment. The peace accord assigned a certain degree of regional autonomy in the Tamil 
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areas with Eelam People's Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF) controlling the 
regional council and called for the Tamil militant groups to lay down their arms. Further 
India was to send a peacekeeping force, named the IPKF to Sri Lanka to enforce the 
disarmament and to watch over the regional council. 

According to Rejaul Karim Laskar, a scholar of Indian foreign policy, Indian intervention 
in Sri Lankan civil war became inevitable as that civil war threatened India’s “unity, 
national interest and territorial integrity.”  According to Laskar, this threat came in two 
ways: On the one hand external powers could take advantage of the situation to establish 
their base in Sri Lanka thus posing a threat to India, on the other the LTTE’s dream of a 
sovereign Tamil Eelam comprising all the Tamil inhibited areas (of Sri Lanka and India) 
posed a threat to India’s territorial integrity.  

Even though the accord was signed between the Governments of Sri Lanka and India, 
with the Tamil Tigers and other Tamil militant groups not having a role in the signing of 
the accord, most Tamil militant groups accepted this agreement, the LTTE rejected the 
accord because they opposed the candidate, who belonged to another militant group 
named Eelam Peoples Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF), for chief administrative 
officer of the merged Northern and Eastern provinces. Instead the LTTE named three 
other candidates for the position. The candidates proposed by the LTTE were rejected by 
India. The LTTE subsequently refused to hand over their weapons to the IPKF. 

The result was that the LTTE now found itself engaged in military conflict with the Indian 
Army, and launched their first attack on an Indian army rations truck on October 8, 
killing five Indian para-commandos who were on board by strapping burning tires around 
their necks. The Government of India then decided that the IPKF should disarm the LTTE 
by force, and the Indian Army launched number of assaults on the LTTE, including a 
month-long campaign dubbed Operation Pawan to win control of the Jaffna peninsula 
from the LTTE. When the IPKF engaged the LTTE, the then president of Sri 
Lanka, Ranasinghe Premadasa, began supporting LTTE and funded LTTE with 
arms. During the warfare with the LTTE, IPKF was also alleged to have made human 
rights violation against the civilians. Notably, IPKF was alleged to have 
perpetrated Jaffna teaching hospital massacre which was the killing of over 70 civilians 
including patients, doctors and nurses. The ruthlessness of this campaign, and the Indian 
army's subsequent anti-LTTE operations made it extremely unpopular amongst many 
Tamils in Sri Lanka. The conflict between the LTTE and the Indian Army left over 1,000 
Indian soldiers dead. 

The Indo-Sri Lankan Accord, which had been unpopular amongst Sri Lankans for giving 
India a major influence, now became a source of nationalist anger and resentment as the 
IPKF was drawn fully into the conflict. Sri Lankans protested the presence of the IPKF, 
and the newly elected Sri Lankan president Ranasinghe Premadasa demanded its 
withdrawal, which was completed by March 1990. on May 21, 1991, Rajiv Gandhi was 
assassinated and the LTTE was alleged to be the perpetrator. As a result, India declared 
the LTTE to be a terrorist outfit in 1992. Bilateral relations improved in the 1990s and 
India supported the peace process but has resisted calls to get involved again. India has 
also been wary of and criticised the extensive military involvement of Pakistan in the 
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conflict, accusing the latter of supplying lethal weaponry and encouraging Sri Lanka to 
pursue military action rather than peaceful negotiations to end the civil war. 

TRADE AND TRANSPORT 

COMMERCIAL TIES 

India and Sri Lanka are member nations of several regional and multilateral 
organisations such as the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC),  
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme, South Asian Economic 
Union and BIMSTEC, working to enhance cultural and commercial ties. Since a 
bilateral free trade agreement was signed and came into effect in 2000, Indo-Sri Lankan 
trade rose 128% by 2004 and quadrupled by 2006, reaching USD 2.6 billion. Between 2000 
and 2004, India's exports to Sri Lanka in the last four years increased by 113%, 
from USD 618 million to $1,319 million while Sri Lankan exports to India increased by 
342%, from $44 million to USD $194 million. Indian exports account for 14% of Sri 
Lanka’s global imports. India is also the fifth largest export destination for Sri Lankan 
goods, accounting for 3.6% of its exports. Both nations are also signatories of the South 
Asia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA). Negotiations are also underway to expand the free 
trade agreement to forge stronger commercial relations and increase corporate investment 
and ventures in various industries. The year 2010 is predicted to be the best year for 
bilateral trade on record, with Sri Lanka's exports to India increasing by 45% over the 
first seven months of the year 

India's National Thermal Power Corp (NTPC) is also scheduled to build a 500 MW 
thermal power plant in Sampoor (Sampur). The NTPC claims that this plan will take the 
Indo-Sri Lankan relationship to new level. 

FISHING DISPUTES 

There have been several alleged incidents of Sri Lankan Navy personnel firing on Indian 
fishermen fishing in the Palk Strait, where India and Sri Lanka are only separated by 12 
nautical miles.The issue is because of Indian fishermen using mechanised trawlers which 
deprives the Sri Lankan fishermen including Tamils of their catch and also damaging 
their fishing boats. The Sri Lankan Government wants India to ban use of mechanized 
trawlers in the palk strait region and the negotiations on the same are going on. So far no 
concrete agreement has been reached since India favors regulating these trawlers instead 
of banning them altogether. Anger amongst the Sri Lankan side is also because the use of 
mechanized trawlers is ecologically damaging. Indian Government has always taken up 
the issue of safety of Indian fishermen on a priority basis with the Government of Sri 
Lanka. Presently there is no bona fide Indian fisherman in the Sri Lankan custody. A 
Joint Working Group (JWG) has been constituted to deal with the issues related to Indian 
fishermen straying in Sri Lankan territorial waters, work out modalities for prevention of 
use of force against them and the early release of confiscated boats and explore 
possibilities of working towards bilateral arrangements for licensed fishing. The JWG last 
met in Jan 2006. India officially protested against Sri Lanka Navy for its alleged 
involvement in attacks on Indian fishermen on January 12, 2011. Even after the official 
protest, another fisherman was killed in a brutal manner on Jan 22, 2011. Over 730 
fishermen have been killed in the last 30 years. The apathetic attitude of the Indian 



211 

 

Government and the national media towards the alleged killing of Tamil Nadu fishermen 
by the Sri Lankan Navy is being strongly condemned. Several Tamil Nadu politicians like 
Vaiko and Jayalalitha have condemned the federal Government for not doing enough to 
stop the killing of Indian Tamil fishermen, and for offering training, equipment, and 
strategic cooperation for the Sri Lankan Navy. In November 2014, Sri Lanka ordered 
capital punishment to Indian fishermen who were allegedly involved in drug supply or 
other kind of smuggling. Activists from India approached to Sri Lankan Government 
through an appeal, where they stated the need to strengthen south Asian regional 
cooperation for all such issues. It was appealed that though crime of any kind must get 
punishment, but capital punishment must be revoked in this case and in general from all 
over south Asia. Prime Minister of Sri Lanka Ranil Winckramsinghe during an interview 
to a television channel in March 2015 told 'if Indian fishermen will cross the sea boundary, 
Sri Lankan navy can shoot them.' This remark sparked controversy over Sri Lanka – India 
relation. External affairs minister of India raised the issue with meeting her counterpart 
in Sri Lanka, but the statement of PM of Sri Lanka was condemned by civil rights 
activists, even open letters were written to PMs of Sri Lanka and India to resolve the 
dispute and to apologize for statements as fishermen are not criminals. 

DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION 

Vice Admiral Jayantha Perera, Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy, received by Chief of 
the Naval Staff Admiral RK Dhowan at South Block, New Delhi. 

 

INS Talwar and SLNS Sagaraduring SLINEX 2013. 

India is active in a number of areas of development activity in Sri Lanka. About one sixth 
of the total development credit granted by India is made available to Sri Lanka. 

In the recent past three lines of credit were extended to Sri Lanka: US$100 million for 
capital goods, consumer durables, consultancy services and food items, US$31 million for 
supply of 300,000 MT of wheat and US$150 million for purchase of petroleum products. 
All of the lines of credit have been fully used. Another line of credit of US$100 million is 
now being made available for rehabilitation of the Colombo-Matara railway. 

A number of development projects are implemented under Aid to Sri Lanka funds. In 
2006-07, the budget for Aid to Sri Lanka was Rs 28.2 Crs. 
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A memorandum of understanding on Cooperation in Small Development Projects has been 
signed. Projects for providing fishing equipment to the fishermen in the East of Sri Lanka 
and solar energy aided computer education in 25 rural schools in Eastern Sri Lanka are 
under consideration. 

India have supplied medical equipment to hospitals at Hambantota and Point Pedro, 
supplied 4 state-of-the-art ambulances to the Central Province, implemented a cataract 
eye surgery programme for 1500 people in the Central Province and implemented a project 
of renovation of OT at Dickoya hospital and supplying equipment to it. 

The projects under consideration are co nstruction of a 150-bed hospital at Dickoya, 
upgradation of the hospital at Trincomalee and a US$7.5 million grant for setting up a 
cancer hospital in Colombo. India also contributes to the Ceylon Workers Education Trust 
that gives scholarships to the children of estate workers. 

A training programme for 465 Sri Lankan Police officers has been commenced in Dec 
2005. Another 400 Sri Lankan Police personnel are being trained for the course of 
Maintenance of Public Order. 

Indian Governments have also showed interest in collaborating with their Sri Lankan 
counterparts on building tourism between the two countries based on shared religious 
heritage. Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj Chauhan in June 2013 stated he was working with 
Sri Lankan authorities to build a temple dedicated to the Hindu deity Sita in Nuwara 
Eliya. 

INDIA-SRI LANKA BORDER CROSSINGS 

Only land border India and Sri Lanka have is in Talaimannar on a Ram Sethu sand dune. 

CULTURAL AND MILITARY COOPERATION 

India and Sri Lanka signed an agreement allowing for the transfer of criminals serving 
prison sentences in the other country to be repatriated to serve the balance of their 
sentences in their home country. Sentenced persons from Kerala and Tamil Nadu have 
been transferred under the agreement from Sri Lanka to India. There are areas of 
cooperation where people to people contacts are focused. Sri Lanka and India has friendly 
relations through people's support also. It was seen that A. T. Ariyaratne in Sri Lanka 
helped in spreading non violence and community service activities on Gandhian 
philosophy. 

CURRENT STATUS: RELATIONS OVERVIEW 

In recent years Sri Lanka has moved closer to China, especially in terms of naval 
agreements. India and Sri Lanka in February 2015 signed a nuclear energy deal to 
improve relationships. Recently elected Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a 
meeting with recently elected Sri Lankan president Maithripala Sirisena stated that: 
"India is Sri Lanka's closest neighbor and friend. Our destinies are interlinked." 
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Chapter 26 

AUSTRALIA–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

Australia–India relations are the foreign relations between the Commonwealth of 
Australia and the Republic of India. Before independence, Australia and India were both 
part of the British Empire. Both are members of the Commonwealth of Nations. They also 
share political, economic, security, lingual and sporting ties. As a result of British 
colonisation, cricket has emerged as a strong cultural connection between the two nations, 
as well as the English language. Military cooperation between Australia and India 
includes the regular joint naval exercise AUSINDEX. 

 
Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull (left)  
and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (2016) 

HISTORY 

PRIOR TO 1788 

Prior to colonisation of Australia, there is evidence of ancient migration of Indians to 
Australia around 4,000 to 5,000 years ago based on DNA and language development in 
native Indians and Indigenous Australians according to some studies. 

DURING THE BRITISH EMPIRE 

The ties between Australia and India started immediately following European settlement 
of Australia in 1788. On the founding of the penal colony of New South Wales, all trade to 
and from the colony was controlled by the British East India Company, although this was 
widely flouted. An early ship built in India from Calcutta, the newly renamed Sydney 
Cove was marooned, with its cargo of rum, off Tasmania, and the crew (including 12 



214 

 

Indian lascars) made a journey in 1796 CE, initially rowing a long boat, and then a long 
trek from Tasmania to Sydney, with only one Indian and two British sailors surviving. 

The Western Australian town of Australind (est. 1841) is a portmanteau word named after 
Australia and India. Mangalore city is present in both India and Australia (Mangalore, 
Karnataka, Mangalore, Victoria and Mangalore, Queensland). Australian towns 
of Cervantes, Northampton and Madura (est. 1876) were used for breeding cavalry horses 
for the British Indian Army during the late 19th century. The horses were used in 
the North-West Frontier Province (now Pakistan). 

In the early colonies, Indians were brought to Australia as labourers and domestic 
workers, with migration being curtailed after federation. Gradual migration during the 
later years of the White Australia policy saw workers moving to Australia especially 
during periods of labour shortage, such as the Sikhs in Woolgoolga. 

AFTER INDIAN INDEPENDENCE 

After World War II, the Australian Government of Ben Chifley supported 
the independence of India from the British Empire to act as a frontier 
against communism. Later, under Robert Menzies, Australia supported the admission of 
India as a Republic to the Commonwealth Nations.  

In 1950, Menzies became the first Australian Prime Minister to visit India, where he met 
with the Governor-General Chakravarti Rajagopalachari and Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru. 

As part of the Colombo Plan, many Indian students were sponsored to come and study in 
Australia in the 1950s and 1960s. Easing of restrictions in the late 1960s saw an increase 
in non-European Indians migrating to Australia especially professionals. In 2011-12, 
Indians were the largest source of permanent migration to Australia. Whereas for Indians, 
Australia is the second most popular destinations for the Indian students, with nearly 
60,000 Indians on student visa in Australia in 2017. 

After independence, Australia has maintained relations with both India and Pakistan, 
with some concern from India over defence sales over the border such as 50 Mirage fighter 
jets and parts in 2007. 

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 

India first established a Trade Office in Sydney, Australia in 1941. It is currently 
represented by a High Commissioner in the embassy at Canberra and Consulate 
generals in Sydney and Melbourne. Australia has a High Commission in New Delhi, India 
and Consulates in Mumbai and Chennai. 

Besides both being members of the Commonwealth of Nations, both nations are founding 
members of the United Nations, and members of regional organisations including 
the Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation and ASEAN Regional forum. 

Australia has traditionally supported India's position on Arunachal Pradesh, which is 
subject to diplomatic disputes between India and the People's Republic of China. 
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The Sydney Hilton Hotel bombing, a botched attempt to allegedly assassinate the Indian 
prime minister at a Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting meeting in 1978 
received significant attention at the time. 

Although Australia and India sometimes had divergent strategic perspectives during the 
Cold War, in recent years there have been much closer security relations, including a Joint 
Declaration on Security Cooperation in 2009. 

Recent visits by Indian and Australian prime ministers, such as Tony Abbott's visit in 
2014, and later the same year Narendra Modi's visit to Australia - the latter being the 
first by an Indian prime minister in 28 years, and Malcolm Turnbull's visit in 2017 have 
continued to progress the relationship. 

TRADE 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

While India was Australia's first major trading partner with imports through the East 
India Company, exports from Australia to India dates back to the late 18th century and 
early 19th century, when coal from Sydney and horses from New South Wales were 
exported to India. As of 2016, bilateral trade between the two countries totaled A$21.9 
billion, having grown from A$4.3 billion in 2003. Australian prime minister Malcolm 
Turnbull said Australia and India's $20 billion two-way trade was "a fraction of what we 
should aspire to, given the many points of intersection between our economies". Trade is 
highly skewed towards Australia. Australia mainly exports Coal, services (mainly 
education), vegetables for consumer consumption, gold, copper ores and concentrates, 
while India's chief exports are refined petroleum, services (professional services such as 
outsourcing), medicaments, pearls, gems and jewelry. Over 97,000 Indian students 
enrolled in Australia in 2008, representing an education export of A$2 billion. The Census 
2016 of Australia reveals it is home to more migrants from Asia than from Europe 

In the year 2015-16 the total value of trade between Australia an India was A$19.4 billion, 
a significant increase over the preceding decade. Australian exports included coal, 
vegetables and gold, and Indian exports included refined petroleum, medicines and 
business services. 

India and Australia have established a A$100 million Strategic Research Fund. 

URANIUM EXPORT TO INDIA 

After a series of attempts by prime ministers of all parties John Howard, Kevin 
Rudd, Julia Gillard, and Tony Abbott eventually in 2016 under Malcolm Turnbull, both 
Australian political parties opened the door for uranium exports, with trade potentially 
starting in 2017. 

TRADE AGREEMENT 

A notable exception from the Australia and India relationship has been a free trade 
agreement. Despite warm relationships between India and Australia, a promised free 
trade agreement seems unlikely, with Australian prime minister Malcolm Turnbull 
suggesting after his 2017 visit with his counterpart Narendra Modi "It may be that the 
conclusion will be reached that the parties are too far apart to enable a deal to be reached 
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at this time". Attempts by India to encourage overseas workers in Australia through the 
loosening of the 457 visa may also have failed as the Government attempts to curb, end 
and/or replace the visa class traditionally used by Indian IT workers. 

MILITARY RELATIONS 

 
India Navy's Flag Officer Commanding, Eastern Fleet (FOCEF) 

 with Australian Navy's Rear Admiral, J Mead during AUSINDEX 2015. 

India and Australia have a long history of military relations, going back before 
independence when Indian soldiers fought alongside Australian soldiers in a number of 
campaigns, including both World Wars, such as the 15,000 Indian soldiers who fought 
with Australians at Gallipoli. Every two years, Australia and India also conduct a joint 
naval exercise in the Indian Ocean, called AUSINDEX. 

After independence, Australia offered military aid to India in 1963 in response to the Sino-
Indian War. 

In recent times, India and Australia conducted a joint naval exercise, termed Malabar 
2007, in the Indian Ocean alongside the USA and Japan. 

 

HMAS Sirius entering VizagHarbour in India during AUSINDEX 2015. 
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Some commentators have suggested that there are considerable opportunities for defence 
and security cooperation between India and Australia. Potential areas in maritime 
security include in naval exercises and training (such as use of the Australian Submarine 
Escape Training facility in Fremantle), greater cooperation in humanitarian and disaster 
relief operations and search and rescue, maritime border protection and maritime domain 
awareness. There are also opportunities for greater cooperation between the Indian and 
Australian armies and air forces (reflecting the greater use of shared platforms). 

Prime Ministers Abbott and Modi signed a landmark deal to increase their nations defence 
relationship in November 2014. Part of the framework for security co-operation includes 
annual Prime Ministerial meetings and joint maritime exercises. Areas of increased co-
operation include counter-terrorism, border control and regional and international 
institutions. Prime Minister Modi stated in an address to the Australian parliament that 
"This is a natural partnership emerging from our shared values and interests and strategic 
maritime locations...Security and defence are important and growing areas of the new 
India-Australia partnership for advancing regional peace and stability and combating 
terrorism and transnational crimes" 

SPORT 

CRICKET 

 

One-day International cricket match between Australia and India, MCG January 2004 

A prominent sports passion in both Commonwealth nations is professional cricket. In 
1945, the Australian Services cricket team toured India during their return to Australia 
for demobilisation, and played against the Indian cricket team. However, those matches 
were not given Test status. The first Test matches between the countries occurred in 
1947–48 after the independence of India, when India toured Australia and played five 
Tests. Australia won 4–0 and as a result, the Australian Board of Control did not invite 
the Indians back for two decades, fearing that a series of one-sided contests would lead to 
financial losses due to lack of spectator interest. In the meantime, Australia toured India 
in late 1956, 1959–60 and 1964–65. 
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The 1969–70 series in India, which Australia won, were marred by repeated riots. Some 
were against the Australian team specifically, after the Indian umpires had ruled against 
the Indian team, while others were not related to on-field conduct, such as a lack of 
tickets. Several players were hit by projectiles, including captain Bill Lawry, who was hit 
with a chair. On one occasion, the Australian bus was stoned. The Communist Party of 
India (CPI), a major political party in West Bengal, protested against Australian 
batsman Doug Walters, who they mistakenly thought had fought against the 
communist Vietcong. Around 10,000 communists picketed the Australians' hotel 
in Calcutta and some eventually broke in and vandalised it. Towards the end of the tour, 
many former Australian players, some of them administrators, called for the tour to be 
abandoned for safety reasons, saying that cricket should not descend into violence. 

From 1970 until 1996, Australia only toured India twice for Tests. However, with the 
financial rise of the Board of Control for Cricket in India, Australia, the country with the 
most successful playing record in the world, has sought more regular fixtures. Test series 
have occurred every two years for the last decade, and one-day series even more 
frequently. Scholarships are also given to talented young Indian cricketers to train at 
the Australian Cricket Academy. 

In January 2008, relations became strained after the second test in Sydney. The match, 
which ended in a last-minute Australian victory, was marred by a series of umpiring 
controversies, and belligerent conduct between some of the players. At the end of the 
match, Harbhajan Singh was charged with racially abusing Andrew Symonds, who had 
been subjected to monkey chants by Indian crowds on a tour a few months earlier. 
Harbhajan was initially found guilty and given a ban, and the Board of Control for Cricket 
in India threatened to cancel the tour. Harbhajan's ban was later repealed upon appeal 
and the tour continued. Both teams were heavily criticised for their conduct. During 
Australia's tour in India there were a number of controversies instigated on both sides, 
culminating in Virat Kohli saying his friendship with Australia coming to an end. He later 
clarified the comments and said “I thought that was the case, but it has changed for sure. 
As I said, in the heat of the battle you want to be competitive but I’ve been proven wrong. 
The thing I said before the first Test [about being mates with Australia], that has 
certainly changed and you won’t hear me say that ever again.” 

However cricket, and more recently Indian Premier League has been considered "the 
lifeblood of the Australia-India relationship", and Australian cricketers like Shane 
Warne, Adam Gilchrist and Brett Lee are immensely popular among the Indian people. 
Likewise, Sachin Tendulkar is highly regarded among Australian cricket lovers. 

HOCKEY 

India and Australia also have strong ties to field hockey which came to both countries with 
the British military. In India from the mid-19th century, British army regiments played 
the game which was subsequently picked up by their India regimental counterparts. The 
country's first hockey club was formed in Calcutta in 1885–86. Hockey in Australia was 
introduced by British naval officers in the late 19th century. Evidence of the first 
organised hockey there was the establishment of the South Australian Hockey Association 
in 1903. 
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India v Australia 1935. Dhyan Chand had just hit a goal 

Teams from both countries have been among the top in the world for many years and have 
therefore frequently encountered each other on the hockey field. India dominated world 
hockey between 1928 and 1956, with the men's team winning six consecutive Olympic gold 
medals. The women's team won world titles in 2002, 2003 and 2004. Australia has found 
success mainly since the late 1970s, with the men's and women's teams winning gold 
medals at Olympic Games, World Cup, Champion's Trophy and Commonwealth 
Games meets. 

The first international match between the two countries and the first international match 
played in Australia was at Richmond Cricket Ground in 1935, when the world champion 
team from India beat Australia 12 goals to one. The visitors featured hockey 
supremo Dhyan Chand. 

Following the partition of India in 1947, brothers Julian, Eric, Cec, Mel and Gordon 
Pearce, emigrated to Australia from India. All five went on to become successful 
international players for their adopted country. 

EXPATRIATES 

NON-RESIDENT INDIAN AND PERSON OF INDIAN ORIGIN 

India has the largest diaspora population in the world, and many live in Australia. Non 
resident Indians (NRI) and Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) maintain strong cultural and 
economic links with India. However, the Constitution of India does not allow dual 
citizenship, so for many expatriates taking up residency, and eventually citizenship in 
Australian, this has led to loss of privileges in India, such as residency rights. India is one 
of the few remaining countries that prevent dual citizenship, and there have been 
attempts to resolve this, through Long Term Visas and more recently a pseudo 
citizenship Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) has been created that has been taken up 
positively, with many Australians OCIs, cricketer Shaun Tait being a famous example, 
who are able to take residency in India without applying for a visa. However privileges of 
OCI holders depends on the Government policy of the day, and there have been instances 
where they have been denied additional rights afforded to full Indian citizens, such as 
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during the 2016 Indian banknote demonetisation where non-citizens, including OCIs were 
denied rights to bring rupee notes back into the country. 

ISSUES AND CONTROVERSIES 

There have been a number of incidents concerning citizens of both countries that received 
media attention: 

• 2007 - Mohamed Haneef, was falsely accused of terrorism related crimes. He was later 
released and compensated. 

• 2009 - Attacks on Indian students, including the murder of Indian graduate and 
Australian permanent resident Nitin Garg in 2010 

• A number of Overseas trained doctors in Australia of Indian origin have been accused 
(sometimes unfairly) of professional violations. 

TREATIES 

A number of treaties before Indian independence or Australian federation are still 
honoured, such as extradition treaties and criminal cooperation. Since Indian 
independence, there have been several treaties between the two countries : 

• Postal, Money Order and Air service treaties. 
• Commonwealth of Nations treaties. 
• Cooperative aid to other countries. 
• Mutual protection of Patents in 1963. 
• A cultural agreement in 1971. 
• An agreement to discuss trade in 1976 
• Science and Technology cooperation agreements in 1975 and 1986. 
• Australia has been involved with peace keeping missions between India and Pakistan. 
• Taxation cooperation treaties in 1983, 1991, and 2011. 
• Development cooperation agreement in 1990. 
• Promoting and protecting investments in 2000. 
• Peaceful use of Nuclear Energy in 2014 in order to purchase uranium from Australia. 
• A Social Security agreement in 2016. 
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Chapter 27 

BRUNEI–INDIA RELATIONS 
 

Brunei–India relations refers to bilateral foreign relations between Brunei and India. 
Brunei has a high commission in New Delhi, and India has a high commission in Bandar 
Seri Begawan. 

HISTORY 

Relations were established on 10 May 1984. His Majesty Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah made a 
state visit to India in September 1992. Since the discovery of oil in Brunei in 1929, a 
number of Indians migrated to Brunei to work in the oil and allied services sectors and 
later as a teachers with some of them inter-marrying with local Bruneian peoples. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

In economic, five memorandum of understanding has been signed by both countries such 
as exemption on visa, requirement for holders of diplomatic and official passports, defence 
co-operation, health and shipping and ports agreement. The main export of Brunei to 
India is crude oil, while India main export to Brunei are labours both on professionals and 
semi-skilled workers. Many Indian businessman also has monopoly business in Brunei 
especially on textiles and the majority of doctor in Brunei were come from India. In 2010 
until 2011, the Indian exports to Brunei has increased from $34.22 million to $36.53 
million and Bruneian exports to India rose from $674 million to $1266 million, which 
mainly due to rise in petroleum off take by Indian petrochemical companies. 

  



222 

 

Chapter 28 

FIJI–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

Fiji–India relations refer to foreign relations between Fiji and India. Fiji has a high 
commission in New Delhi, whilst India has a high commission in Suva. 

There are strong cultural links between the countries as 38 percent of Fiji's population is 
of Indian descent. India has used its influence in international forums such as 
the Commonwealth of Nations and United Nations on behalf of ethnic Indians in Fiji, 
lobbying for sanctions against Fiji in the wake of the 1987 coups and the 2000 coup, both 
of which removed Governments, one dominated and one led, by Indo-Fijians. 

HISTORY 

Following the military coup of 5 December 2006, the Indian Government policy was to 
engage with Fiji's interim administration rather than isolate the country. 

At the second summit of the Pacific Islands countries, held in Jaipur in August 2015, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced plans to open a space research and satellite 
monitoring station in Fiji.  

The station will enable India the capability to track satellites independently. India 
previously relied on the United States and Australia to assist it with monitoring its 
satellites over the Pacific. 

QARASE'S STATE VISIT TO INDIA, 2005 

Qarase and his Foreign Minister, Kaliopate Tavola, began a week-long state visit to India 
on 8 October, to open Fiji's new High Commission in New Delhi. The High Commission 
had hitherto operated out of a hotel. About 50 local businessmen accompanied the Prime 
Minister. 

On 10 October, Qarase and his Indian counterpart, Manmohan Singh, signed four 
agreements. The most important is a three-year cooperation agreement in New Delhi. The 
agreement, most of which covers development cooperation, can be extended by mutual 
consent. They also signed a health service partnership agreement, while Tavola and 
India's Tourism Minister Renuka Chowdhury signed a tourism agreement. 

Singh urged Fiji to embrace multiculturalism as a permanent part of its identity. Qarase 
said that Singh had told him he understood the difficulty of forging unity in a multiracial 
nation, because India was in a similar situation. He said that Singh had denied Opposition 
Leader Mahendra Chaudhry's earlier hint that India would not help Fiji if it passed its 
controversial Reconciliation, Tolerance, and Unity Bill, a claim made by Chaudhry on his 
return to Fiji in September. 

Speaking in Sydney, Australia, on 16 October, Qarase judged his just-concluded Indian 
visit a success. He said that one of the highlights for him was his visit to 
the Banariaman sugar mill in Mysore. He said that Fiji could learn a great deal from the 
Indian sugar industry. 
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FIJIAN DISASTER RELIEF TO INDIA, PAKISTAN 

On 14 October 2005, the Fijian Cabinet endorsed an aid package proposed by Foreign 
Minister Tavola to assist India and neighbouring Pakistan with relief efforts in the wake 
of the Kashmir earthquake which devastated northern areas of both countries, especially 
Pakistan, on 8 October. Acting Foreign Minister Pita Nacuva said that Fiji would 
donate F$30,000 and F$60,000 to the Indian and Pakistani Governments respectively. A 
Cabinet statement declared, "The earthquake has caused immense loss of lives and 
damages in the two countries so it is proper that Fiji demonstrates its solidarity to the two 
Governments and their people in this time of national pain and suffering. The donations 
are also a way of showing reciprocity as the two Governments have always assisted with 
our relief efforts in times of natural disasters." 

Government-appointed Senator Hafiz Khan, who is also President of Fiji's Muslim League, 
launched a national appeal to raise funds for disaster relief. 

MILITARY COOPERATION 

India has ISRO's satellite tracking and intelligence station in Fiji. In 2017, India and Fiji 
signed a defence pact for strengthening Fiji's naval capabilities, training and arms 
production, etc. see also India–Madagascar Military cooperation 
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Chapter 29 

INDIA–INDONESIA RELATIONS 

 

Indian-Indonesian relations refers to the bilateral relations of India and Indonesia. India 
and Indonesia are neighbours. India's Andaman and Nicobar Islands share a maritime 
border with Indonesia along the Andaman Sea. 

The Indian-Indonesian relationship stretch back for almost two millennia. In 1950, the 
first President of Indonesia, Sukarno, called upon the peoples of Indonesia and India to 
"intensify the cordial relations" that had existed between the two countries "for more than 
1000 years" before they had been "disrupted" by colonial powers. 

 
Sukarno and Jawaharlal Nehru, with Indira Gandhi,  

Megawati Sukarnoputri and Guntur. The relationship between  
India and Indonesia is warm and cordial since the beginning. 

India has an embassy in Jakarta and Indonesia operates an embassy in Delhi. India 
regards Indonesia as a key member of ASEAN. Both nations had agreed to establish a 
strategic partnership. The two countries have significant bilateral trade. 

India and Indonesia are among the largest democracies in the world. Both are member 
states of the G-20, the E7 (countries), the Non-aligned Movement, and the United Nations. 

According to a 2013 BBC World Service Poll, 51% of Indonesians view India's influence 
positively, with 21% expressing a negative view. 

HISTORY 

The ties between Indonesia and India date back to the times of 
the Ramayana, "Yawadvipa" (Java) is mentioned in India's earliest epic, 
the Ramayana. Sugriva, the chief of Rama's army dispatched his men to Yawadvipa, the 
island of Java, in search of Sita. Indians had visited Indonesia since ancient times, and 
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ancient Indonesian (Austronesian people) has embarked in maritime trade in Southeast 
Asian seas and Indian Ocean. The Ancient Indians spread Hinduism and many other 
aspects of Indian culture including the Sanskrit and Brahmi Script. The trace of Indian 
influences is most evident in great numbers of Sanskrit loanwords in Indonesian 
languages. 

The name Indonesia derives from the Latin Indus, meaning "India", and the Greek nesos, 
meaning "island". (due to the similarity of the culture in both regions). The name dates to 
the 18th century, far predating the formation of independent Indonesia. During 
the Srivijaya era, many Indonesians studied at Nalanda University in India.      

                            
Expansion of Hinduism to Southeast Asia, the  

ancient link between India and Indonesia. 

Indonesia entered its historical period after the adoption of Pallawa script and Sanskrit 
language from India as evidence in some of earliest inscriptions dated from Indonesia's 
oldest kingdoms such as the Yupa of Kutai, Tugu of Tarumanagara and historical records 
of Kalingga. Indianised Hindu-Buddhist kingdoms, such 
as Srivijaya, Medang, Sunda and Majapahit were the predominant Governments in 
Indonesia, and lasted from 200 to the 16th century, with the last remaining being in Bali. 

The Indian Epics — the Ramayana and the Mahabharata — play an important role 
in Indonesian culture and history, and are popular amongst Indonesians to this day. In 
the open theatres of the Prambanan in Java, Javanese Muslims perform the Ramayana 
dance during full moon nights. An example of deep Hindu-Buddhist influence 
in Indonesian history is 9th century Borobudur and Prambanan temples. Even after the 
adoption of Islam, the link between two countries remained strong; not only because India 
has a significant population of Muslims herself. Indonesian Islamic architecture, 
especially in Sumatra, has been deeply influenced by Indian Mughal architecture, evident 
in the Baiturrahman Grand Mosque in Aceh and Medan's Great Mosque. 

Cultural admiration is not one-sided however, Indians also relate closely to Indonesian 
culture, especially Hindu Balinese culture. During his visit to Java and Bali in 
1927, Rabindranath Tagore, an Indian poet, was so enamored to Bali and said "Wherever I 
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go on the island, I see God". Then 23 years later in 1950, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru hailed 
Bali as the "Morning of the World". 

In 1945—1949, during Indonesian National Revolution and the formation of the 
republic, India and Egypt were among the earliest nations that supported and recognised 
Indonesian independence and fostered diplomatic relations with Republic of Indonesia. In 
addition, prior to Indonesia's independence Muhammad Ali Jinnah - the founder 
of Pakistan - who at that time was President of the All-India Muslim League, encouraged 
Indian Muslim soldiers serving in British Indian army to join hands with Indonesians 
against their fight against the Dutch Empire colonisation of Indonesia. As a result, 600-
Muslim soldiers of the British Indian Army deserted the colonial forces putting their lot at 
stake, and allied with Indonesians. India and Indonesia officially opened the diplomatic 
relations since 3 March 1951. In 1955, Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Indonesian President Sukarno were among the five founders of the Non-aligned 
Movement. 

Throughout their shared history, most of relations between India and Indonesia were 
harmonious and peaceful, except during 1965 war with India. At that time, Indonesia 
offered to provide Pakistan with military help, and 'to seize Andaman and Nicobar Islands' 
of India so as to distract it from the Kashmir front, eventually mobilising submarines to 
help Pakistan. A maritime boundary agreement between the two countries was issued in 
New Delhi on 14 January 1977. 

President of Indonesia Sukarno was the first chief guest at the annual Republic Day 
parade of India in 1950. In the year 2011, President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono was the 
chief guest for the same event. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

On 25 January 2011, after talks by Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and visiting 
President of Indonesia Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, India and Indonesia had signed 
business deals worth billions of dollars and set an ambitious target of doubling trade over 
the next five years. 

India also has further economic ties with Indonesia through its free trade agreement with 
ASEAN, of which Indonesia is a member. 

The two countries target to achieve bilateral trade of $25 billion by 2015, with cumulative 
Indian investments of $20 billion in Indonesia. 

CULTURE 

Historically, Indonesian archipelago was heavily influenced by dharmic civilization of 
India. For example, Ramayana is a major theme in Indonesian dance drama traditions, 
especially in Java and Bali. 

The cultural ties still continue, with popular Indonesian Dangdut music displaying the 
influence of Hindustani musics very popular within the people of Indonesia especially 
middle-class to lower-class people that enjoy the tabla-beat music. Bollywood films and 
music are also popular in Indonesia.  
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Balinese Ramayana dance drama, performed in Sarasvati Garden in Ubud. 

To promote Indian culture in Indonesia, the Jawaharlal Nehru Indian Cultural Centre 
was established in Jakarta in 1989, featuring a library and providing lessons on Indian 
culture, as well as promoting art such as Yoga, Indian music and dance. 
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Chapter 30 

INDIA–JAPAN RELATIONS 

 

India–Japan relations have traditionally been strong. The people of India and Japan have 
engaged in cultural exchanges, primarily as a result of Buddhism, which spread indirectly 
from India to Japan, via China and Korea. The people of India and Japan are guided by 
common cultural traditions including the heritage of Buddhism, and share a strong 
commitment to the ideals of democracy, tolerance, pluralism and open societies. India and 
Japan, two of the largest and oldest democracies in Asia, having a high degree of 
congruence of political, economic and strategic interests, view each other as partners that 
have responsibility for, and are capable of, responding to global and regional challenges. 
India is the largest recipient of Japanese official development assistance (ODA). As of 
2013, bilateral trade between India and Japan stood at US $16.31 billion and is expected 
to reach US $50 billion by fiscal year 2019-20. 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe  

of Japan, during former's bilateral visit to Japan, 2014. 
 

The British occupiers of India and Japan were enemies during World War II, but political 
relations between the two nations have remained warm since India's independence. 
Japanese companies, such as Yamaha, Sony, Toyota, and Honda have manufacturing 
facilities in India, and with the growth of the Indian economy, India is a big market for 
Japanese firms. Japanese firms in fact, were some of the first firms to invest in India. The 
most prominent Japanese company to have an investment in India is automobiles 
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multinational Suzuki, which is in partnership with Indian automobiles company Maruti 
Suzuki, the largest car manufacturer in the Indian market, and a subsidiary of the 
Japanese company. 

In December 2006, Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's visit to Japan culminated in 
the signing of the "Joint Statement Towards Japan-India Strategic and Global 
Partnership". Japan has helped finance many infrastructure projects in India, most 
notably the Delhi Metro system. Indian applicants were welcomed in 2006 to the JET 
Programme, starting with just one slot available in 2006 and 41 in 2007. Also, in the year 
2007, the Japanese Self-Defence Forces and the Indian Navy took part in a joint naval 
exercise in the Indian Ocean, known as Malabar 2007, which also involved the naval 
forces of Australia, Singapore and the United States. The year 2007 was declared "India-
Japan Friendship Year." 

According to a 2013 BBC World Service Poll, 42% of Japanese people think India's 
international impact is mainly positive, with 4% considering it negative. 

The friendship between Japan and India is often referred as "Japanese-Indian 
Brotherhood" (Japanese: 日本のインド同胞団 (Nihon no Indo dōhō-dan) ; Hindi: जापानी 

भारतीय भाईचारा (Jaapaanee Bhaarateey Bhaeechaara)). 

Historical relations 

Though Hinduism is a little-practiced religion in Japan, it has still had a significant, but 
indirect role in the formation of Japanese culture. This is mostly because many Buddhist 
beliefs and traditions (which share a common Dharmic root with Hinduism) spread to 
Japan from China via Korean peninsula in the 6th Century. One indication of this is the 
Japanese "Seven Gods of Fortune", of which four originated as Hindu 
deities: Benzaitensama (Sarasvati), Bishamon (Vaiśravaṇa or 
Kubera), Daikokuten (Mahākāla/Shiva), and Kichijōten(Lakshmi). Along 
with Benzaitennyo/Sarasvati and Kisshoutennyo/Laxmi and completing the nipponization 
of the three Hindu Tridevi goddesses, the Hindu goddess Mahakali is nipponized as the 
Japanese goddess Daikokutennyo (大黒天女), though she is only counted among Japan's 
Seven Luck Deities when she is regarded as the feminine manifestation of her male 
counterpart Daikokuten (大黒天). Benzaiten arrived in Japan during the 6th through 8th 
centuries, mainly via the Chinese translations of the Sutra of Golden Light (金光明経), 
which has a section devoted to her. She is also mentioned in the Lotus Sutra. In Japan, 
the lokapālas take the Buddhist form of the Four Heavenly Kings (四天王). The Sutra of 
Golden Light became one of the most important sutras in Japan because of its 
fundamental message, which teaches that the Four Heavenly Kings protect the ruler who 
governs his country in the proper manner. The Hindu god of death, Yama, is known in his 
Buddhist form as Enma. Garuda, the mount (vahana) of Vishnu, is known as 
the Karura (迦楼羅), an enormous, fire-breathing creature in Japan. It has the body of a 
human and the face or beak of an eagle. Tennin originated from the apsaras. The 
Hindu Ganesha (see Kangiten) is displayed more than Buddha in a temple in Futako 
Tamagawa, Tokyo. Other examples of Hindu influence on Japan include the belief of "six 
schools" or "six doctrines" as well as use of Yoga and pagodas. Many of the facets of Hindu 
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culture which have influenced Japan have also influenced Chinese culture.People have 
written books on the worship of Hindu gods in Japan. Even today, it is claimed Japan 
encourages a deeper study of Hindu gods. 

BUDDHISM  

Buddhism has been practiced in Japan since its official introduction in 552 CE according 
to the Nihon Shoki from Baekje, Korea by Buddhist monks. Although some Chinese 
sources place the first spreading of the religion earlier during the Kofun period (250 to 
538). Buddhism has had a major influence on the development of Japanese society and 
remains an influential aspect of the culture to this day. 

 
Great Buddha(Vairocana) Tōdai-jitemple, Japan 

 
Benzaiten, one of the Seven Gods of Fortune in Japan,  

evolved from the Indian deity Saraswati. 
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Subhas Chandra Bose addressing a rally in Tokyo, 1945. 

Cultural exchanges between India and Japan began early in the 6th century with the 
introduction of Buddhism to Japan from India. The Indian monk Bodhisena arrived in 
Japan in 736 to spread Buddhism and performed eye-opening of the Great Buddha built 
in Tōdai-ji, and would remain in Japan until his death in 760. Buddhism and the 
intrinsically linked Indian culture had a great impact on Japanese culture, still felt today, 
and resulted in a natural sense of amiability between the two nations. 

As a result of the link of Buddhism between India and Japan, monks and scholars often 
embarked on voyages between the two nations. Ancient records from the now-destroyed 
library at Nalanda University in India describe scholars and pupils who attended the 
school from Japan. One of the most famous Japanese travellers to the Indian 
subcontinent was Tenjiku Tokubei (1612–1692), named after Tenjiku("Heavenly Abode"), 
the Japanese name for India. 

The cultural exchanges between the two countries created many parallels in their folklore. 
Modern popular culture based upon this folklore, such as works of fantasy fiction 
in manga and anime, sometimes bear references to common deities (deva), demons (asura) 
and philosophical concepts. The Indian goddess Saraswati for example, is known 
as Benzaiten in Japan. Brahma, known as 'Bonten', and Yama, known as 'Enma', are also 
part of the traditional Japanese Buddhist pantheon. In addition to the common Buddhist 
influence on the two societies, Shintoism, being an animist religion, is similar to the 
animist strands of Hinduism, in contrast to the religions present in the rest of the world, 
which are monotheistic. Sanskrit, a classical language used in Buddhism and Hinduism, is 
still used by some ancient Chinese priests who immigrated to Japan, and the Siddhaṃ 
script is still written to this day, despite having passed out of usage in India. It is also 
thought that the distinctive torii gateways at temples in Japan, may be related to 
the torana gateways used in Indian temples. 

In the 16th century, Japan established political contact with Portuguese colonies in India. 
The Japanese initially assumed that the Portuguese were from India and that 
Christianity was a new "Indian faith". These mistaken assumptions were due to the 
Indian city of Goa being a central base for the Portuguese East India Company and also 
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due to a significant portion of the crew on Portuguese ships being Indian 
Christians. Throughout the 16th and 17th centuries, Indian lascar seamen frequently 
visited Japan as crew members aboard Portuguese ships, and later aboard British ships in 
the 18th and 19th centuries. 

During the anti-Christian persecutions in 1596, many Japanese Christians fled to the 
Portuguese colony of Goa in India. By the early 17th century, there was a community of 
Japanese traders in Goa in addition to Japanese slaves brought by Portuguese ships from 
Japan. 

Relations between the two nations have continued since then, but direct political exchange 
began only in the Meiji era (1868–1912), when Japan embarked on the process of 
modernisation. Japan-India Association was founded in 1903. Further cultural exchange 
occurred during the mid-late 20th century through Asian cinema, with Indian 
cinema and Japanese cinema both experiencing a "golden age" during the 1950s and 
1960s. Indian films by Satyajit Ray, Guru Dutt were influential in Japan, while Japanese 
films by Akira Kurosawa, Yasujirō Ozu and Takashi Shimizu have likewise been 
influential in India. 

INDIAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT 

 
A dinner party given to Rash Behari Bose(The second from the right) in his honour  

by his close Japanese friends, Mitsuru Tōyama, a Pan-Asianism leader (centre, behind the table), 
and Tsuyoshi Inukai, future Japanese prime minister (to the right of Tōyama). 1915. 

Japan’s emergence as a power in the early 20th century was positively viewed in India and 
symbolised what was seen as the beginning of an Asian resurgence. In India, there was 
great admiration for Japan’s post-war economic reconstruction and subsequent rapid 
growth. Sureshchandra Bandopadhyay, Manmatha Nath Ghosh and Hariprova 
Takeda were among the earliest Indians who visited Japan and had written on their 
experiences there. Correspondences between distinguished individuals from both nations 
had a noticeable increase at the time; historical documents show a friendship between 
Japanese thinker Okakura Tenshin and Indian writer Rabindranath Tagore, Okakura 
Tenshin and Bengali poet Priyamvada Banerjee. As part of the British Empire, many 
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Indians resented the British rule. The Anglo-Japanese Alliance was ended on 17 August 
1923. As a result, during the two World Wars, the INA adopted the "an enemy of our 
enemy is our friend" attitude, legacy that is still controversial today given the war crimes 
committed by Imperial Japan and its allies. 

Many Indian independence movement activists escaped from British rule and stayed in 
Japan. The leader of the Indian Independence Movement, Rash Behari Bose created 
India–Japan relations. Future prime minister Tsuyoshi Inukai, pan-Asianist Mitsuru 
Tōyama and other Japanese supported the Indian Independence movement. A. M. Nair, a 
student from India, became an Independence Movement activist. Nair supported 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose during the war and Justice Radha Binod Pal after the war. 

In 1899 Tokyo Imperial University set up a chair in Sanskrit and Pali, with a further 
chair in Comparative religion being set up in 1903. In this environment, a number of 
Indian students came to Japan in the early twentieth century, founding the Oriental 
Youngmen's Association in 1900. Their anti-British political activity caused consternation 
to the Indian Government, following a report in the London Spectator. 

DURING WORLD WAR II 

Since India was under British rule when World War II broke out, it was deemed to have 
entered the war on the side of the Allies. Over 2 million Indians participated in the war; 
many served in combat against the Japanese who conquered Burma and reached the 
Indian border. Some 67,000 Indian soldiers were captured by the Japanese when 
Singapore surrendered in 1942, many of whom later became part of the Indian National 
Army (INA). In 1944-45, the combined British and Indian forces defeated the Japanese in 
a series of battles in Burma and the INA disintegrated. 

INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY 

 
Major Iwaichi Fujiwara of Japan greets Captain Mohan Singh  

of the Indian National Army, April 1942 

Subhas Chandra Bose, who led the Azad Hind, a nationalist movement which aimed to 
end the British raj through military means, used Japanese sponsorship to form the Azad 
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Hind Fauj or Indian National Army (INA). The INA was composed mainly of former 
prisoners of war from the British Indian Army who had been captured by the Japanese 
after the fall of Singapore. They joined primarily because of the very harsh, often fatal 
conditions in POW camps. The INA also recruited volunteers from Indian 
expatriates in Southeast Asia. Bose was eager for the INA to participate in any invasion of 
India, and persuaded several Japanese that a victory such as Mutaguchi anticipated 
would lead to the collapse of British rule in India. The idea that their western boundary 
would be controlled by a more friendly Government was attractive. Japan never expected 
India to be part of its Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. 

The Japanese Government built, supported and controlled the Indian National Army and 
the Indian Independence League.. Japanese forces included INA units in many battles, 
most notably at the U Go Offensive at Manipur. The offensive culminated in Battles of 
Imphal and Kohima where the Japanese forces were pushed back and the INA lost 
cohesion. 

MODERN RELATIONS 

 

 
Monument honouring Radhabinod Pal, at Tokyo's Yasukuni Shrine, Japan.  

Also seen Subhas Chandra Bose statue in Tokyo. 
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Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and Shinzo Abe  
during a tea ceremony at Akasaka Palace in 2014 

 
The Emperor of Japan, His Majesty Akihito with the  

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, in Tokyo, Japan in 2014. 

At the International Military Tribunal for the Far East, Indian Justice Radhabinod 
Pal became famous for his dissenting judgement in favour of Japan. The judgement of 
Justice Radhabinod Pal is remembered even today in Japan. This became a symbol of the 
close ties between India and Japan. 

A relatively well-known result of the two nations' was in 1949, when India sent the Tokyo 
Zoo two elephants to cheer the spirits of the defeated Japanese empire. 

India refused to attend the San Francisco Peace Conference in 1951 due to its concerns 
over limitations imposed upon Japanese sovereignty and national independence. After the 
restoration of Japan's sovereignty, Japan and India signed a peace treaty, establishing 
official diplomatic relations on 28 April 1952, in which India waived all reparation claims 
against Japan. This treaty was one of the first treaties Japan signed after World War 
II. Diplomatic, trade, economic, and technical relations between India and Japan were 
well established. India's iron ore helped Japan's recovery from World War II devastation, 



236 

 

and following Japanese Prime Minister Nobusuke Kishi's visit to India in 1957, Japan 
started providing yen loans to India in 1958, as the first yen loan aid extended by 
Japanese Government. Relations between the two nations were constrained, however, by 
Cold War politics. Japan, as a result of World War II reconstruction, was a U.S. ally, 
whereas India pursued a non-aligned foreign policy, often leaning towards the Soviet 
Union. Since the 1980s, however, efforts were made to strengthen bilateral ties. India’s 
‘Look East’ policy posited Japan as a key partner. Since 1986, Japan has become India's 
largest aid donor, and remains so. 

Relations between the two nations reached a brief low in 1998 as a result of Pokhran-II, 
an Indian nuclear weapons test that year. Japan imposed sanctions on India following the 
test, which included the suspension of all political exchanges and the cutting off of 
economic assistance. These sanctions were lifted three years later. Relations improved 
exponentially following this period, as bilateral ties between the two nations improved 
once again, to the point where the Japanese prime minister, Shinzo Abe was to be the 
chief guest at India's 2014 Republic Day parade. 

In 2014, the Indian PM Narendra Modi visited Japan. During his tenure as the Chief 
Minister of Gujarat, Modi had maintained good ties with the Japanese PM Shinzo Abe. 
His 2014 visit further strengthened the ties between the two countries, and resulted in 
several key agreements, including the establishment of a "Special Strategic Global 
Partnership". 

Modi visited Japan for the second time as Prime Minister in November 2016. During the 
meeting, India and Japan signed the "Agreement for Cooperation in Peaceful Uses of 
Nuclear Energy", a landmark civil nuclear agreement, under which Japan will supply 
nuclear reactors, fuel and technology to India. India is not a signatory to the non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), and is the only non-signatory to receive an exemption from 
Japan. The two sides also signed agreements on manufacturing skill development in 
India, cooperation in space, earth sciences, agriculture, forestry and fisheries, transport 
and urban development. 

ECONOMIC 

In August 2000, the Japanese Prime Minister visited India. At this meeting, Japan and 
India agreed to establish "Japan-India Global Partnership in the 21st Century." Indian 
Prime Minister Vajpayee visited Japan in December, 2001, where both Prime Ministers 
issued "Japan-India Joint Declaration." In April, 2005, Japanese Prime Minister Koizumi 
visited India and signed Joint Statement "Japan-India Partnership in the New Asian Era: 
Strategic Orientation of Japan-India Global Partnership." 

Japan is currently India’s fourth largest source of foreign direct investment. 

In October 2008, Japan signed an agreement with India under which it would provide the 
latter a low-interest loan worth US$4.5 billion to construct a railway project between 
Delhi and Mumbai. This is the single largest overseas project being financed by Japan and 
reflected growing economic partnership between the two nations. India is also one of the 
only three countries in the world with whom Japan has security pact.As of March 2006, 
Japan was the third largest investor in India. 
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Kenichi Yoshida, a director of Softbridge Solutions Japan, stated in late 2009 that Indian 
engineers were becoming the backbone of Japan's IT industry and that "it is important for 
Japanese industry to work together with India". Under the memorandum, any Japanese 
coming to India for business or work will be straightway granted a three-year visa and 
similar procedures will be followed by Japan. Other highlights of this visit includes 
abolition of customs duties on 94 per cent of trade between the two nations over the next 
decade. As per the Agreement, tariffs will be removed on almost 90 per cent of Japan's 
exports to India and 97 per cent of India's exports to Japan Trade between the two nations 
has also steadily been growing. 

India and Japan signed an agreement in December 2015 to build a bullet train line 
between Mumbai and Ahmedabad using Japan's Shinkansen technology.. The agreement 
between India and Japan and the Indian Bullet Train that will be built will cost Japan 
£12bn and a 0.1% interest rate loan. With the help from Japan, both countries hope this 
will strengthen their economic ties and suspend China's influence in Asia.  

MILITARY 

 

 
Japan Maritime Self-Defence Force and Indian Navy warships took part in the Malabar 2007  

naval exercises off India's western coast, one of the many such multilateral exercises Japan  
has taken part in symbolising close military co-operation between India and Japan. 

 

India and Japan also have close military ties. They have shared interests in maintaining 
the security of sea-lanes in the Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean, and in co-operation for 
fighting international crime, terrorism, piracy and proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction. The two nations have frequently held joint military exercises and co-operate 
on technology. India and Japan concluded a security pact on 22 October 2008. 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is seen by some to be an "Indophile" and, with rising 
tensions in territorial disputes with Japan's neighbors, has advocated closer security 
cooperation with India. 

In July 2014, the Indian Navy participated in Exercise Malabar with the Japanese and US 
navies, reflecting shared perspectives on Indo-Pacific maritime security. India is also 
negotiating to purchase US-2 amphibious aircraft for the Indian Navy. 
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CULTURAL 

 
Indian PM Narendra Modi in a music class  

at the Taimei Elementary School, Tokyo 

Japan and India have strong cultural ties, based mainly on Japanese Buddhism, which 
remains widely practiced through Japan Today. The two nations announced 2007, the 
50th anniversary year of Indo-Japan Cultural Agreement, as the Indo-Japan Friendship 
and Tourism-Promotion Year, holding cultural events in both the countries. One such 
cultural event is the annual Namaste India Festival, which started in Japan over twenty 
years ago and is now the largest festival of its kind in the world. At the 2016 festival, 
representatives from Onagawa Town performed as a sign of appreciation for the support 
the town received from the Indian Government during the Great East Japan 
Earthquake. Onagawa is the town where the Indian National Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) team was dispatched as its very first overseas mission and conducted search and 
rescue operations for missing persons. 

Osamu Tezuka wrote biographical manga Buddha from 1972 to 1983. Recently, Japan has 
also supported the reconstruction of Nalanda University, an ancient Buddhist centre of 
learning and has agreed to provide financial assistance, and recently approached the 
Indian Government with a proposal. 

Tamil movies are very popular in Japan and Rajnikanth is the most popular Indian star in 
the country. Bollywood has become more popular among the Japanese people in recent 
decades, and the Indian yogi and pacifist Dhalsim is one of the most popular characters in 
the Japanese video game series Street Fighter.... 

Starting from July 3, 2014 Japan issues multiple entry visas for the short term stay of 
Indian nationals. 

2016 NUCLEAR DEAL 

In November 2016, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi on a three-day visit to Japan 
signed a deal with his counterpart Shinzo Abe on nuclear energy. The deal took six years 
to negotiate, delayed in part by the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster. This is the first 
time that Japan signed such deal with a non-signatory of Non-Proliferation Treaty. The 
deal gives Japan the right to supply nuclear reactors, fuel and technology, to India. This 
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deal aimed to help India build the six nuclear reactors planned in Delhi, to be completed 
by 2032. 

DEVELOPMENT 

In August 2017, the two countries announced the establishment of the Japan-India 
Coordination Forum (JICF) for Development of North-Eastern Region, described by India 
as "a coordination forum to identify priority development areas of cooperation for 
development" of northeast India. The forum will focus on strategic projects aimed at 
improving connectivity, roads, electric infrastructure, food processing, disaster 
management, and promoting organic farming and tourism in northeast India. A Japanese 
embassy spokesperson stated that the development of the northeast was a "priority" for 
India and its Act East Policy, and that Japan placed a "special emphasis on cooperation in 
North East for its geographical importance connecting India to South-East Asia and 
historical ties". The forum held its first meeting on 3 August 2017. 
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Chapter 31 

INDIA–LAOS RELATIONS 

 

India–Laos relations are bilateral relations between South Asian country India and South 
East Asian country Laos. Diplomatic relations between two nations were established in 
February 1956. First Prime Minister of IndiaJawaharlal Nehru visited Laos in 1954 while 
first President of India Rajendra Prasad visited Laos in 1956. India considers Laos as 
strategically important in accordance with the China's growing land-reclamation activities 
in South China Sea. Laos has been supportive to India's efforts to become permanent 
member of UN Security Council. 

 
Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and Thongloun Sisoulith  

meeting in September 2016. 

BILATERAL VISITS 

Since establishment of bilateral ties there has been numerous high level bilateral visits 
between India and Laos. Recent visit was by Vice-President of India Hamid Ansari in 
September 2015 where he signed 5 "quick impact projects". Then Indian Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh visited Laos in 2004 for 10th ASEAN Summit where he met 
Laos PM Bounhang Vorachit, agreements regarding 3rd India-ASEAN summit were 
signed between them.Indian PM Atal Bihari Vajpeyee visited Laos in 2002. Indian 
President Pratibha Patil visited Laos in 2010. High level visits from Laos to India were, 
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Prince Souphanouvong, who was the first President of Laos, visited India in 1975. In 
recent times Laos PM Choummaly Sayasone visited India in 2008. There are several other 
foreign minister and secretary level visits from each country to other. 

STRATEGIC TIES 

On 3 day India visit of Laos President Choummaly Sayasone in 2008, India decided to 
establish an "Air Force Academy" in Laos. India also gifted 50 parachutes to "Lao Defence 
Forces" on its 60th anniversary in 2009. India held its Surya Kiran air show at Laos. 

ECONOMIC TIES 

In 2013 at 7th "India-Lao Joint Commission Meeting" (JMC) India agrees to provide 
$66.15 million to Laos for irrigation and hydro power projects. This includes 4 irrigation 
projects in 3 provinces of Laos in addition to extension of Nam Boun-2 hydro power plant. 

AGREEMENTS 

There has been several agreements signed between India and Laos in last decade 
regarding issues related to science & technology, trade and culture. 

• India will spend $4.11 million over 8 years for restoration of world heritage site of Laos 
at Vat Phou as per MoU signed on 2007. Project has been started on 2009. 

• In 2010 visit of Indian President Pratibha Patil, a "Cultural Exchange Programme" for 
the year 2011–13 was signed between 2 nations. 

• As per Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) Agreement, since 1994, 
"Indian Army Training Team" conducts training sessions for Lao defence forces in 
some basic tactics along with English language and computers. 

BILATERAL TRADE 

Metals, ores, machinery, electronic equipment, pharmaceuticals and timber are the main 
products traded between two nations. In 2008–09 bilateral trade between two nations was 
just $9.52 million which saw rapid growth in 2009–10 with trade of $37 million. However 
trade was again decreased in 2010–11 with $13.33 million. Since then trade was rapidly 
increased again to $167.49 million in 2012–13. 
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Chapter 32 

INDIA–MALAYSIA RELATIONS 

 

India-Malaysia relations refer to bilateral foreign relations between the India and 
Malaysia. India has a high commission in Kuala Lumpur, and Malaysia has a high 
commission in New Delhi and a consulate general in Chennai and Mumbai. Both countries 
are full members of the Commonwealth of Nations, Asian Union and G15. India and 
Malaysia are also connected by various cultural and historical ties that date back to 
antiquity.The two countries are on excellently friendly terms with each other seeing 
as Malaysia is home to a strong concentration of Indian immigrants. Mahathir 
Mohammad, the fourth and longest serving Prime Minister of Malaysia 
has Indian ancestry. On trade front their bilateral trade volume stands at $10.5 billion 
and is poised to reach $25 billion by 2020. 

Following the visit by Prime Minister Najib Razak in 2017, both India and Malaysia 
agreed to expand co-operation in new chapter in areas like infrastructures development 
and building of smart cities besides food security as many in the Indian Government and 
their community feel the ties under former Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir are much 
more pro-towards Indian rival of Pakistan. 

COUNTRY COMPARISON 

MODERN HISTORY 

Official diplomatic relations between both modern states was established in 1957, 
following the Federation of Malaya independence. Since then, both countries leaders has 
made several visits to each others. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

From 2000–2013, Malaysia is the 19th largest investor in India with cumulative FDI 
inflows valued at US$ 618.37 million. More than US$6 billion Malaysian investments also 
come in the form of telecommunications, healthcare, banking and construction 
projects. Trade between the two countries has increased from just US$0.6 billion in 1992 
to US$13.32 billion in 2012. Beside that, Indian industrial, IT and healthcare companies 
also investing in Malaysia along with around 150,000 Indians (including 10,000 Indian 
expatriates) skilled and semi-skilled workers been employed in the country in the sectors 
of IT, manufacturing and banking. Malaysian companies as well participating in many 
infrastructure projects across different Indian states. 

In 2017, India and Malaysia signed a new business deal amounting to U$36 billion with 
the exchange of 31 business memorandum of understanding (MoUs), the largest in the 
history of economic relations between the two countries. There is also a Malaysia India 
Business Council. 

EDUCATION RELATIONS 

Between the 1960s and 1970s, around 30,000 Malaysian students have studied in Indian 
educational institutions, mostly in the medical field, with over 30% of the doctors in 
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Malaysia today having been educated in India. The Indian Government also provides 
scholarship to Malaysian students. Due to many Malaysian medical students' need to 
pursue their education in India, the Manipal Global Education Group agreed to set up 
their campuses in Malaysia. 

SECURITY RELATIONS 

Since before the formation of Malaysian federation, many of the country security forces 
members are trained in India. In counter to the growing Chinese influence, India has 
expressed to increase military and security co-operation with Malaysia. 
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Chapter 33 

INDIA–NAURU RELATIONS 

 

India-Nauru relations refer to the international relations that exist between India and 
Nauru. These have been established since the Island’s Independence in 1968. 

HISTORY 

Nauru had invested in Paradeep Phosphates Ltd (incorporated in 1981) a joint venture 
between Governments of India and Nauru. Former President Bernard Dowiyogo visited 
India in June 1993, when Nauru dis-invested its shares due to the losses incurred worth 
A$63.8 million in Paradeep Phosphate Ltd. India bought Nauru's equity for the amount 
Nauru had initially invested. Former President Kinza Clodumar visited India during 
April, 1998 to attend the First Assembly Meeting of the Global Environment Facility 
(GEF). The visit was utilized for bilateral exchange of views and President was treated as 
a state guest for two days after the GEF meeting. Prime Minister Narendra Modi hosted a 
14 nation India-Pacific Island Countries Forum Summit in Suva, Fiji, during a visit to the 
island nation which included a Nauruan delegation where India had committed to 
establish a trade office in New Delhi, construction of a pan-pacific telecommunication 
network, increase grant aid to $200,000 annually for the region and providing on arrival 
visa for Nauruan citizens. 

FOREIGN AID 

India is one of the largest donors to the island by helping the education ministry to set up 
transportation facilities for the students and funds for recruiting more teachers for the 
schools and has improved the infrastructure of the parliament by setting up of 
transportation and computer connections for the MP's and the speaker. 

In November 2003, Government of Nauru again requested for deputation of a team of 
experts in the field of computer, mining of phosphate, power generation and desalination 
plant. President Marcus Stephen visited India in October 2010 for the New Delhi 
Commonwealth Games where the island won a gold and a silver medal in weightlifting at 
the Games. In the job sectors, the Government of India allotted 5 slots to Nauru for 
training courses under the Indian Technical & Economical Cooperation (ITEC) programme 
in the year 2010-11. One scholarship slot is also offered under General Cultural 
Scholarship of ICCR (Commonwealth Scheme). India was admitted as Dialogue Partner of 
the 33rd Pacific Islands Forum summit as a continued help to Nauru and other Pacific 
Island nations.  The Indian High Commissioner to Fiji is concurrently accredited to Nauru 
and Nauru has an Honorary Consul General in New Delhi. 

AUSTRALIA REFUGEE CRISES 

In 2014, the Australian Government secretly flew out 157 asylum seekers of Tamil descent 
to India from the detention center in Nauru under a "unique" ideal negotiated by the then 
Immigration Minister Scott Morrison after they refused to meet with Indian consular 
officers in Canberra. 
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Chapter 34 

INDIA–NORTH KOREA RELATIONS 

 

India and North Korea have growing trade and diplomatic relations. India maintains an 
embassy in Pyongyang, and North Korea has an embassy in New Delhi. 

India is one of North Korea's biggest trade partners and a major food aid 
provider. According to CII, India's exports to North Korea in 2013 totalled more than 
US$60 million. 

However, India is a critic of North Korea's nuclear proliferation record and has also voiced 
concerns over its military relationship with Pakistan. India raises nuclear proliferation 
issue with North Korea. India has repeatedly condemned North Korean nuclear tests and 
views its nuclear programme as a threat to regional security. 

India strongly supported UN resolutions and military operations against North Korea 
during the Korean War. However, India has said that it wants the reunification of 
Korea. According to 2014 BBC World Service Poll, 23% of Indians view North Korea's 
worldly influence positively, with 27% expressing a negative view. 

HISTORY 

PRE-MODERN RELATIONS 

According to the 13th century chronicle Samguk Yusa, the ancient Korean queen Heo 
Hwang-ok came from a kingdom called "Ayuta". One theory identifies Ayuta 
as Ayodhya in India. In 2001, a Korean delegation inaugurated a memorial to the queen in 
Ayodhya. 

A famous Korean visitor to India was Hyecho, a Korean Buddhist monk from Silla, one of 
the three Korean kingdoms of the period. On the advice of his Indian teachers in China, he 
set out for India in 723 CE to acquaint himself with the language and Indian culture. He 
wrote a travelogue of his journey in Chinese, Wang ocheonchukguk jeon or "An account of 
travel to the five Indian kingdoms". The work was long thought to be lost. However, a 
manuscript turned up among the Dunhuang manuscripts during the early 20th century. 

A rich merchant from the Ma'bar Sultanate, Abu Ali (P'aehali) 孛哈里 (or 布哈爾 Buhaer), 
was associated closely with the Ma'bar royal family. After falling out with them, he moved 
to Yuan dynasty China and received a Korean woman as his wife and a job from the 
Mongol Emperor, the woman was formerly 桑哥 Sangha's wife and her father was 

蔡仁揆  Ch'ae In'gyu during the reign of 忠烈 Chungnyeol of Goryeo, recorded in 

the Dongguk Tonggam, Goryeosa and 留夢炎 Liu Mengyan's 中俺集 
Zhong'anji. 桑哥 Sangha was a Tibetan. 

KOREAN WAR 

India condemned North Korea as an aggressor when the Korean War started, supporting 
Security Council resolutions 82 and 83 on the crisis. However, India did not 
support resolution 84 for military assistance to South Korea. As a non-aligned country, 
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India hesitated to involve itself in a military commitment against North Korea. Instead, 
India gave its moral support for the UN action and decided to send a medical unit to Korea 
as a humanitarian gesture. The 60th Indian Field Ambulance Unit, a unit of the Indian 
Airborne Division, was selected to be dispatched to Korea. The unit consisted of 346 men 
including 14 doctors. 

India was chair of the 9-member UN Commission that monitored elections in undivided 
Korea in 1947. After the Korean War, India again played an important role as the chair of 
the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission in the Korean peninsula. India established 
consular relations with North Korea in 1962 and in 1973, established full diplomatic 
relations with it. India's relationship with North Korea has however been affected by 
North Korean relations with Pakistan especially due to its help for Pakistan's nuclear 
missile programme. In 1999, India impounded a North Korean ship off the Kandla coast 
that was found to be carrying missile components and blueprints. India's relations with 
South Korea have far greater economic and technological depth and India's keenness for 
South Korean investments and technology have in turn affected it's relations with the 
North adversely. India has consistently voiced its opposition to North Korean nuclear and 
missile tests. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

TRADE 

Trade between India and North Korea has seen a large increase in recent years. From an 
average total trade of barely $10 million in the middle of the 2000s, it shot up to $60 
million in 2013. The trade is overwhelmingly in India's favour, with its exports accounting 
for roughly $60 million while North Korean exports to India were worth $36 million. 
India's primary export to North Korea is refined petroleum products while silver and auto 
parts are the main components of its imports from North Korea. India participated in the 
sixth Pyongyang Autumn International Trade Fair in October 2010 and there have been 
efforts to bring about greater economic cooperation and trade between the two countries 
since then. In 2010–11, Indo-North Korean trade stood at $57 million with India's exports 
accounting for $32 million. 

FOOD AID 

In 2002 and 2004, India contributed 2000 tonnes of food grains to help North Korea tide 
over severe famine like conditions. In 2010, India responded to North Korea's request 
for food aid and made available to it 1300 tonnes of pulses and wheat worth $1 million 
through the UN World Food Programme. 

RECENT VISITS 

YEAR 2015 

On 23 April 2015 North Korean Foreign Minister Ri Su Yong visited New Delhi, capital of 
the Republic of India for talks with Indian Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj on North 
Korea’s nuclear programme and to request additional humanitarian assistance but no 
agreement was reached because of the recent North Korean statement in support of 
Pakistan. 
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Chapter 35 

INDIA–PHILIPPINES RELATIONS 
 

India–Philippines relations refers to the foreign relations between the Republic of 
India and the Republic of the Philippines. Diplomatic relations between India and the 
Philippines was established in 1949. India maintains an embassy in Manila, whilst the 
Philippines maintains one in New Delhi. A Treaty of Friendship was signed between the 
Philippines and India on 11 July 1952. 

HISTORY 

EARLY HISTORY 

Indian elements in Philippine culture point to early relations between the two societies. 
However, some works posit that the influx of Indian cultural elements into the Philippines 
is understood only in terms of the developments in the intervening regions between these 
two areas, the Malayan Peninsula and the Indonesian Archipelago, where there was an 
intensified process of Indian influences from the 2nd through the late 14th centuries CE. 

Through the Srivijaya and Majapahit empires, Indian influences would have reached the 
Philippines from the 10th through the early 14th centuries, based on the events in these 
two regions, and through direct migration from the Indian subcontinent to the 
Philippines.Artifacts of Indian orientation have been found in a lot of islands in the 
Philippines. The golden image of the female Boddhisattva which was found in Agusan, 
was related to the development of Buddhism in Southeast Asia dating back to the late 
13th and 14th centuries.  

The introduction of Sanskrit words and literature may be dated to the 10th and 12th  
centuries. Until now, Sanskrit words are still found in abundance in various Philippine 
languages. Then there is the folk narrative among the Maranao, known as Maharadia 
Lawana which shows an Indian character and whose story is very similar to the Indian 
epic Ramayana.  

The existence of rajahnates in Philippine classic history, especially in Cebu and Butuan, 
also points to heavy influences from Indian cultures. Hinduism was also prevalent in 
various societies in the Philippines, notably in central and southern islands, along with 
the banks of Manila Bay and Laguna de Bay. 

COLONIAL ERA 

During the period 1762-1764, during the various Anglo-Spanish wars, 600 Sepoy (or 
native Indian) troops arrived in the Philippines as part of the military expedition of 
the East India Company. When the British troops withdrew, many of the Sepoys mutinied 
and refused to leave. They settled in what is now Cainta, Rizal. The region in and around 
Cainta still has many Sepoy descendants. 

During the 18th century, there was robust trade between Manila and the Coromandel 
Coast of Bengal, involving Philippine exports of tobacco, silk, cotton, indigo, sugar cane 
and coffee. 
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POST WORLD WAR II ERA 

The Philippines established diplomatic relations with India on 26 November 1949. The 
first Philippine envoy to India was the late Foreign Secretary Narciso Ramos. 

Five years after India’s independence in 1947, the Philippines and India signed a Treaty of 
Friendship on 11 July 1952 in Manila to strengthen the friendly relations existing 
between the two countries. Soon after, the Philippine Legation in New Delhi was 
established and then elevated to an embassy. However, due to foreign policy differences as 
a result of the bipolar alliance structure of the Cold War, the development of bilateral 
relations was stunted. It was only in 1976 that relations started to normalise when Aditya 
Birla, one of India’s successful industrialists, met with then President Ferdinand E. 
Marcos to explore possibilities of setting up joint ventures in the Philippines. This resulted 
in the establishment of Indo-Philippine Textile Mills, Inc. (Indo-Phil), then the largest 
Indian investment in the country. Indo-Phil currently employs 2,000 Filipino workers and 
supplies 40% of Philippine domestic demand for yarn. 

In commemoration of the 60th anniversary of Philippines–India diplomatic relations, and 
pursuant to Presidential Proclamation 1924, the month of November 2009 was proclaimed 
as Philippines–India Friendship Month by then President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. 

The Policy Consultation Talks between the two countries were established in 2000. The 
talks, which are held annually and conducted by senior officials of the foreign ministries of 
the two countries, aimed at discussing bilateral issues and regional and international 
issues of common concern. 

The first RP–India Security Dialogue was held in Manila on 12 March 2004. The 
Philippines and India agreed to establish a security dialogue that would serve as a policy 
forum for sharing security assessments and for reviewing and giving direction to co-
operation in bilateral/regional security and defence matters. 

Both countries also signed a Joint Declaration for Co-operation to Combat International 
Terrorism to complement the ASEAN-India Joint Declaration to Combat International 
Terrorism which was adopted by the Heads of Government and States of ASEAN and 
India on 8 October 2003 in Bali, Indonesia. The declaration seeks to enhance intelligence 
and information sharing on counter-terrorism measures, strengthen capacity-building 
efforts through training and education, capability and readiness, including training and 
technical assistance; and to continue working together in the fight against the cyber crime 
and terrorist misuse of cyber space. 

The Trade Agreement between the Philippines and India was signed on 29 May 1979. In 
1995, following the first Philippine Trade Mission to India, a Joint Working Group and a 
Joint Business Council were set up to assess and identify potentials for trade as well as 
identify new areas for collaboration. Since then, bilateral meetings have been held 
regularly. The ASEAN–India Free Trade Area agreement signed by India in 2009 also 
includes Philippines as signatory. 

JOINT COMMISSION ON BILATERAL CO-OPERATION 

The agreement to establish a Joint Commission on Bilateral Co-operation was signed 
during the State Visit to India of President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo on 5 October 2007. 
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The establishment of the Joint Commission on Bilateral Co-operation aims to further 
strengthen and develop the co-operation in the field of trade, economic, scientific, 
technological and other fields of co-operation. The meeting of the Joint Commission will be 
co-chaired by the two countries’ Ministers for Foreign Affairs who will meet once every two 
years. 

The inaugural session of the Joint Commission was held on 15 March 2011, co-chaired by 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert F. Del Rosario, and was held in New Delhi. During the 
meeting both sides agreed to move forward on co-operative initiatives in various fronts 
(trade, agriculture, defence). 

During the 2018 India-ASEAN Commemorative Summit in New Delhi, where the Delhi 
Declaration was signed, Philippines-India relations was one of the two most focal bilateral 
discussions made. India is targeting billions of investments in Philippine markets, notably 
in the pharmaceutical, information technology, energy, and transportation which would 
lead to the creation of 10,000 jobs. 

CULTURAL RELATIONS 

Filipino culture had Indian influences. About 30 percent of the Tagalog language 
were loanwords from Sanskrit. The use of brass, bronze, copper and tin in Philippine 
decorative arts and metal works also had Indian origin. Early Filipino literature and 
folklore also had Indian influences such as the Maranao epic of Darangan and the Ifugao 
tale of Balituk. The Philippine folk belief regarding eclipses, where some narrates that the 
dragon called laho bites the moon or sun to cause the phenomenon is related to the Indian 
belief regarding the being Rahu from Hindu tradition. 

MILITARY RELATIONS 

Ships from the Indian Navy and Coast Guard regularly visits the Philippines. 

TRADE RELATIONS 

According to India's ministry of External Affairs, India-Philippines trade is at around $1.6 
billion.  
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Chapter 36 

INDIA–SINGAPORE RELATIONS 

 

Bilateral relations between the Republic of India and the Republic of Singapore have 
traditionally been strong and friendly, with the two nations enjoying extensive cultural 
and commercial relations. India and Singapore have signed the Comprehensive Economic 
Cooperation Agreement (CECA) and strategic-relationship agreement in order to increase 
trade, investments and economic cooperation, and expanded bilateral cooperation 
on maritime security, training forces, joint naval exercises, developing military technology 
and fighting terrorism. 

 
Singapore's Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong with the 

 Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

According to a 2010 Gallup poll, 40% of Singaporeans approve of India's leadership, with 
23% disapproving and 37% uncertain. 

BACKGROUND 

India and Singapore share long-standing cultural, commercial and strategic relations, 
with Singapore being a part of the "Greater India" cultural and commercial region. More 
than 300,000 people of Indian origin live in Singapore. Following its independence in 1965, 
Singapore was concerned with China-backed communist threats as well as domination 
from Malaysia and Indonesia and sought a close strategic relationship with India, which it 
saw as a counterbalance to Chinese influence and a partner in achieving regional 
security. Singapore had always been an important strategic trading post, giving India 
trade access to the Far East. Although the rival positions of both nations over the Vietnam 
War and the Cold War caused consternation between India and Singapore, their 
relationship expanded significantly in the 1990s; Singapore was one of the first to respond 
to India's "Look East" Policy of expanding its economic, cultural and strategic ties 
in Southeast Asia to strengthen its standing as a regional power. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF BILATERAL RELATIONS 

Diplomatic relations between India and Singapore were established on 24 August 1965, 
fifteen days after the latter became independent. Ever since Singapore's independence, 
both nations have maintained high-level contacts. Between 1966 and 1971 the Prime 
Minister of Singapore Lee Kuan Yew visited India three times (1966, 1970 and 1971). The 
then-Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhivisited Singapore in 1968, as did Indian 
leader Morarji Desai. Singapore supported India's bid to become a permanent member of 
the U.N. Security Council and expand its role and influence in the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Singapore also supported India in its war against 
Pakistan in 1965 and the Kashmir conflict. 

Military relations between the two nations had been limited due to foreign policy 
differences in the Cold War era, as Singapore was allied with Nato, whilst India 
established itself as a founding member of the Non-Aligned Movement, and as the only 
South Asian country to recognise the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. 

In 2003, India and Singapore signed a bilateral agreement on expanding military 
cooperation, conducting joint military training, developing military technology and 
achieving maritime security. The Singaporean Navy and the Indian Navy have conducted 
joint naval exercises and training since 1993 such as SIMBEX and MILAN near 
India's Andaman and Nicobar Islands. India and Singapore have also expanded their 
cooperation in fighting terrorism. 

Over the last two decades, Singapore has positioned itself as the hub of India’s economic, 
political and strategic relationships in Southeast Asia. When India announced its Look 
East policy in 1992, Singapore positioned itself as India’s de facto regional sponsor. As 
Indian Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee commented in 2006, Singapore has become 
“the hub of its political, economic and security strategy in the whole of East Asia.”  

After the passing of Mr Lee Kuan Yew in 2015, India followed with a weekend of national 
mourning in memory of the founding father of Singapore, and Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi visited Singapore in November 2015 reaffirming fifty years of bilateral relations. 

COMMERCE 

Singapore is the 8th largest source of investment in India and the largest amongst ASEAN 
member nations. It is also India's 9th biggest trading partner as of 2005-06. Its cumulative 
investment in India totals USD 3 billion as of 2006 and is expected to rise to US 5 billion 
by 2010 and US 10 billion by 2015. India's economic liberalisation and its "Look East" 
policy have led to a major expansion in bilateral trade, which grew from USD 2.2 billion in 
2001 to US 9-10 billion in 2006 – a 400% growth in the span of five years – and to USD 50 
billion by 2010. Singapore accounts for 38% of India's trade with ASEAN member nations 
and 3.4% of its total foreign trade. India’s main exports to Singapore in 2005 
included petroleum, gemstones, jewellery, machinery and its imports from Singapore 
included electronic goods, organic chemicals and metals. More than half of Singapore’s 
exports to India are "re-exports" – items that had been imported from India. 

In 2005, both nations signed the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement 
(CECA) and have organised the India-Singapore Parliamentary Forum and the Singapore-
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India Partnership foundation with active support from the Federation of Indian Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry (FICC), the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and the 
Singapore Business Federation to promote trade, economic development and 
partnerships. The CECA eliminated tariff barriers, double taxation, duplicate processes 
and regulations and provided unhindered access and collaboration between the financial 
institutions of Singapore and India. The CECA also enhanced bilateral collaboration 
related to education, science and technology, intellectual property, aviation and 
relaxed visa regulations for Indian professionals in information technology, medicine, 
engineering and financial fields to emigrate and work in Singapore. Singapore has 
invested in projects to upgrade India's ports, airports and developing information 
technology parks and a Special Economic Zone (SEZ). India has become Singapore's 4th 
biggest tourist destination and more than 650,000 Indians visited Singapore in 2006. Both 
nations have worked to collaborate on aviation, aerospace engineering, space programmes, 
information technology, biotechnologyand energy. 

NON-COMPLIANCE OF CECA BY SINGAPORE 

Since early 2016 it has come to light that Singapore quietly backtracked on its 
commitment to CECA and has blocked Indian IT professionals seeking work visas.  In 
response, India has put on hold further liberation of trade agreed under CECA for this 
flagrant violation by Singapore. 

MILITARY COOPERATION 

In 1994, India and Singapore began their annual naval combat exercise, now called 
"SIMBEX" Several warships from India and Singapore took part in this interoperable 
combat exercise. 

In 2003, India and Singapore signed a Defence Cooperation Agreement, allowing 
Singapore army and air force to conduct training on Indian soil. 

In 2016, India and Singapore signed the agreement for the "strategic relationship" across 
the board including defence and military, security and intelligence cooperation, political 
exchanges, enhancing trade and investment, improving financial linkages, improving air 
connectivity and cooperation in multilateral forums. 

On 29 November 2017, the two countries signed an naval cooperation agreement aimed at 
boosting maritime security, joint exercises and mutual logistics support. The agreement 
also permits ships of either navy to refuel, restock and, rearm at each other military 
bases. After signing the agreement, Singapore's Defence Minister Dr. Ng Eng Hen stated, 
"not only would we be more comfortable, we would encourage the Indian Navy to 
visit Changi Naval base more often". 

The Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) and the Indian Air Force (IAF) regularly 
conduct joint military training exercises. 

India and Singapore also signed the revised Defence Cooperation Agreement to strengthen 
the existing defence relationship between Indian military and Singapore Armed Forces on 
29 November 2017. 
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Chapter 37 

INDIA–SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS 

 

India–South Korea relations have been relatively strong for 2,000 years, although more 
progress arose during the past three decades. Korea and India share a lot of similarities in 
every aspect. Since the formal establishment of the diplomatic ties between the two 
countries in 1973, several trade agreements have been reached: Agreement on Trade 
Promotion and Economic and Technological Co-operation at 1974; Agreement on Co-
operation in Science & Technology in 1976; Convention on Double Taxation Avoidance in 
1985; and Bilateral Investment Promotion/ Protection Agreement in 1996. Trade between 
the two nations has increased exponentially, exemplified by the $530 million during the 
fiscal year of 1992-1993, and the US$10 billion during 2006-2007. It further increased to 
US$17.6 billion in the year 2013. 

During the 1997 Asian financial crisis, South Korean businesses sought to increase access 
to the global markets, and began trade investments with India. The last two presidential 
visits from South Korea to India were in 1996 and 2006, and the embassy works between 
the two countries are seen as needing improvements. Recently, there have been 
acknowledgments in the Korean public and political spheres that expanding relations with 
India should be a major economical and political priority for South Korea. Much of the 
economic investments of South Korea have been drained into China; however, South 
Korea is currently the fifth largest source of investment in India. To the Times of 
India, President Roh voiced his opinion that co-operation between India's software and 
Korea's IT industries would bring very efficient and successful outcomes. The two 
countries agreed to shift their focus to the revision of the visa policies between the two 
countries, expansion of trade, and establishment of free trade agreement to encourage 
further investment between the two countries. Korean companies such 
as LG and Samsung have established manufacturing and service facilities in India, and 
several Korean construction companies won grants for a portion of the many 
infrastructural building plans in India, such as the National Highways Development 
Project. Tata Motors' purchase of Daewoo Commercial Vehicles at the cost of US$102 
million highlights India's investments in Korea, which consist mostly of subcontracting. 

In June 2012, India, a major importer of arms and military hardware planned eight 
warships from South Korea but cancelled it. India-RoK relations have made great strides 
in recent years and have become truly multidimensional, spurred by a significant 
convergence of interests, mutual goodwill and high level exchanges. Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh paid an official visit to Seoul from 24–27 March 2012, pertaining to 
Nuclear Security Summits, which led to the deepening of bilateral strategic partnership 
that was forged during President Lee Myung-bak’s State visit to India. An agreement on 
visa simplification was signed on 25 March 2012 in the presence of the two leaders at the 
Blue House. A Joint Statement was also issued during PM's visit. PM had last visited 
Seoul from November 10–12, 2010 for the G20 Summit. Earlier President Smt. Pratibha 
Devisingh Patil came on a State Visit to RoK from 24–27 July 2011 during which the Civil 
Nuclear Energy Cooperation Agreement was signed. President Lee paid a landmark visit 
to India, as Chief Guest at India's Republic Day celebrations on 26 January 2010, when 
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bilateral ties were raised to the level of Strategic Partnership. His visit preceded an 
equally successful State Visit to RoK by President Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, in February 
2006 that heralded a new vibrant phase in India-RoK relations. It interalia led to the 
launch of a Joint Task Force to conclude a bilateral Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA), which was signed by Minister for Commerce and Industry Shri Anand 
Sharma at Seoul on August 7, 2009. 

COUNTRY COMPARISON 

 
 India  Republic of Korea 

Population 1,190,340,100 50,219,669 

Area 3,287,240 kilometres² (1,269,210 sq mi) 99,392 kilometres² (38,375 sq mi) 

Population 
Density 

356/kilometres² (922/sq mi) 491/km² (1,291/sq mi) 

Capital New Delhi Seoul 

Largest City Mumbai – 13,922,125 (21,347,450 Metro) Seoul – 10,464,051 (24,472,063 Metro) 

Government Federal parliamentary constitutional republic 
Unitary presidential constitutional 
republic 

Official 
languages 

English, 23 other constitutionally recognised 
languages 

Korean and Korean Sign Language 

GDP (nominal) $ 2.439trillion ($1,820 per capita) $1.392 trillion ($27,513 per capita) 

PRE-MODERN RELATIONS 

The fact that people on the Indian subcontinent were familiar with Korea's customs and 
beliefs is amply testified by the records of the Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, I-Ching who 
reached India in 673. I-Ching writes that Indians regarded Koreans as "worshipers of the 
rooster". This concept about Koreans was grounded in a legend of the Silla dynasty. The 
legend has it that in the year A.D. 65 the Silla King Talhae was told about a golden box 
lying in the neighboring forest. He personally went into investigate and discovered a 
golden box, resplendent with divine light, was hanging from a branch of a tree. Under the 
tree a rooster was crowing and when the box was opened, a beautiful boy was found inside. 
The boy was named "Al-chi" meaning "infant" and was given the surname "Kim" meaning 
gold to indicate his emergence from the golden trunk. The king formally named the boy his 
own son and crown prince. When Kim Al-chi ascended to the throne, Silla was called 
"Kyerim" meaning "rooster-forest", obviously because a rooster had crowded beneath the 
tree where he lay in the box. 

This cordial relationship between the two countries extends back to 48AD when, according 
to legend, King Suro married Indian Princess Heo Hwang-ok who travelled from Ayodhya 
in North India to Korea. According to the Samguk Yusa, the princess had a dream about a 
heavenly king who was awaiting heaven's anointed ride. After Princess Heo had the 
dream, she asked her parents, the king and queen, for permission to set out and seek the 
man, which the king and queen urged with the belief that god orchestrated the whole 
fate.Upon approval, she set out on a boat, carrying gold, silver, a tea plant, and a stone 
which calmed the waters. Archeologists discovered a stone with two fish kissing each 
other, a symbol of the Gaya kingdom that is unique to the royal family in Ayodhya, India. 



255 

 

This royal link provides further evidence that there was an active commercial 
engagements between India and Korea since the queen's arrival to Korea. This legend 
however, is questioned by many scholars saying that many of Samguk Yusa's stories are 
either myths, legends or mostly folklore therefore the reliability of this legend is 
questioned often. In South Korea, where historians research about Gaya's history, they did 
not include this legend as part of Korean history as they concluded that, "The legend itself 
is rather questionable, as it is only found in the Samguk Yusa and not in any other 
sources. Also, there is evidence to conclude such unexpected inter-marriage happened. 

In 2001, a Memorial of Heo Hwang-ok was inaugurated by a Korean delegation in the City 
of Ayodhya, India, which included over a hundred historians and Government 
representatives. In 2016, a Korean delegation proposed to develop the memorial. The 
proposal was accepted by the Uttar Pradesh chief minister Akhilesh Yadav. 

A famous Korean visitor to India was Hyecho, a Korean Buddhist monk from Silla, one of 
the three Korean kingdoms of the period. On the advice of his Indian teachers in China, he 
set out for India in 723 CE to acquaint himself with the language and culture of the land 
of the Buddha. He wrote a travelogue of his journey in Chinese, Wang ocheonchukguk 
jeon or "An account of travel to the five Indian kingdoms". The work was long thought to 
be lost. However, a manuscript turned up among the Dunhuang manuscripts during the 
early 20th century. 

A rich merchant from the Ma'bar Sultanate, Abu Ali (P'aehali) 孛哈里 (or 布哈爾 Buhaer), 
was associated closely with the Ma'bar royal family. After falling out with them, he moved 
to Yuan dynasty China and received a Korean woman as his wife and a job from the 
Mongol Emperor, the woman was formerly 桑哥 Sangha's wife and her father was 

蔡仁揆  Ch'ae In'gyu during the reign of 忠烈 Chungnyeol of Goryeo, recorded in 

the Dongguk Tonggam, Goryeosa and 留夢炎 Liu Mengyan's 中俺集 
Zhong'anji. 桑哥 Sangha was a Tibetan. 

MODERN RELATIONS 

India-Republic Of Korea Joint Commission for bilateral co-operation was established in 
February 1996, which is chaired by the External Affairs Minister and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade from the Korean side. So very far, six meetings of the Joint 
Commission have been held, with the last one held in Seoul in June 2010. An Indian 
Cultural Centre was established in ROK in April 2011 and the Festival of India in Korea 
was inaugurated by Dr. Karan Singh, Honorable President of Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations on 30 June 2011. It will be celebrated for 8 months in order to revitalise the 
cultural relations between the two countries. Indian Community in ROK is estimated to be 
about 8000. Their composition includes businessmen, IT professionals, scientists, research 
fellows, students and workers. There are about 150 businessmen dealing mainly in 
textiles. Over 1000 IT professionals/engineers have recently come to ROK and are working 
in various companies including large conglomerates such as Samsung and LG. There are 
about 500 scientists/post-doctoral research scholars in ROK working in prestigious 
institutions. Former South Korean President Park Geun-hye visited India in 2014. 
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Chapter 38 

INDIA–THAILAND RELATIONS 
 

Diplomatic relations between India and Thailand were established in 1947, soon after 
India gained independence. India's Andaman and Nicobar Islands share a maritime 
border with Thailand along the Andaman Sea. The past few years since 2001 have 
witnessed growing warmth, increasing economic and commercial links, exchange of high-
level visits on both sides, and the signing of a large number of Agreements leading to a 
further intensification of relations. Thailand and India are cooperating in various 
multilateral fora like India's dialogue partnership with ASEAN, the ASEAN Regional 
Forum (ARF), and the East Asia Summit, the sub-regional grouping BIMSTEC involving 
Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan, and trilateral 
transport linkages with Thailand, Myanmar and India. India is a member of the Asia 
Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) initiated by Thailand in 2002 and of the Mekong–Ganga 
Cooperation (MGC), a group of six countries. 

Thai embassy in India is located in New Delhi, with three consulates in Mumbai, Kolkata, 
and Chennai. India holds its embassy in Bangkok and one consulate in Chiang Mai. 

Moreover, India and Thailand have been culturally linked for centuries and India has had 
a deep influence on Thai culture. There are a substantial number of words in Thai that are 
borrowed from Sanskrit, India's classical language. Pali, which was the language 
of Magadha and is medium of Theravada, is another important root of Thai vocabulary. 
Buddhism, the major religion of Thailand, itself originates from India. The Hindu story 
of Ramayana is also well known throughout Thailand in the name Ramakien. 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

Abhisit Vejjajiva, the Prime Minister of Thailand, paid a State visit to India during 4–5 
April 2011 at the invitation of Dr Manmohan Singh, the Prime Minister of India. Both 
leaders agreed to increase the cultural interaction, connectivity and enhancement of trade 
and economic through the bilateral and regional frameworks viz ASEAN-India, BIMSTEC 
and MGC. It was also decided to increase the trade between two countries from its 2010 
figure of $6.7 billion to its double in 2014. 

PM Yingluck Shinawatra paid a State visit in Jan 2012 as a chief guest of Indian republic 
day.This is a significant sign of good relationship between two countries. As the result of 
visit, there were 6 bilateral agreements signed, including treaty of transfer of sentenced 
person. 

In a major boost to bilateral security cooperation, India and Thailand on 30/05/2013 signed 
Extradition Treaty. The treaty provides the legal framework for seeking extradition of 
fugitive offenders, including those involved in terrorism, transnational crimes and 
economic offences among others. This will help both the countries in expediting 
extradition of fugitives. The treaty said, it would further strengthen the relationship 
between two law enforcement agencies by providing a firm legal basis for their bilateral 
cooperation. 
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An MoU between Financial Intelligence Unit, India and Anti Money Laundering 
Organisation, Thailand on cooperation in the exchange of intelligence related to money 
Laundering and terrorism financing was also signed. The MoU will facilitate cooperation 
in the investigation of persons suspected of money laundering and criminal activity 
related to money laundering and terrorism financing. The MoU seeks to assemble, 
develop, analyse and exchange information on such issues. 

In a joint statement issued after delegation level talks, the Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan 
Singh said that signing the extradition treaty and Memorandum on Cooperation in anti 
money laundering sends a major signal of the shared commitment of the two countries to 
combat terrorism, organised crime, drug trafficking and counterfeiting. 

Manmohan Singh said the two countries also agreed to continue strengthening defence 
relations including exercises and joint patrolling. The Thai Prime Minister welcomed the 
signing of the extradition treaty. The two leaders hope for early concluding on the Indo-
Thai Free Trade Agreement. Both the countries agreed to pursue Infrastructure 
development corridors on the lines of India-Myanmar-Thailand highway project which is 
expected to be completed by 2016. 

In addition, New Delhi and Bangkok agreed to take up an Indo-Thai exchange programme 
to enhance economic, scientific, educational, technical and cultural ties. As both leaders 
described, today’s meaningful and productive discussions have underlined the need for 
speedy clearance the comprehensive and balanced Free Trade Agreement between the two 
countries and greater collaboration in areas like defence, security, education, space and 
people to people contacts. Both countries also agreed to pursue defence industry 
collaboration in areas of mutual interest. The leaders also welcomed the deepening of 
cooperation through the Joint Working Group on Security Cooperation. In total, seven 
pacts were signed between the two countries. 

Overall the security relationship is relatively undeveloped. India has provided assistance 
to Thais to combat Islamic separatists in Southern Thailand in return for Thai authorities 
taking action against Indian separatists using Thailand as a supply route for arms 
originating in Cambodia. Since 2006, the Indian and Thai navies have also conducted 
symbolic “coordinated patrols” in the Andaman Sea. An MoU on Defence Cooperation was 
signed in January 2012 and an annual Defence Dialogue has been established. However, 
closer security cooperation may be limited by Thailand’s political instability and its 
limited naval capabilities. 

INDIA-THAILAND MARITIME BOUNDARY 

India and Thailand share the maritime boundary in the Bay of Bengal. 
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Chapter 39 

INDIA–VIETNAM RELATIONS 

 

The Republic of India and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam enjoy strong bilateral 
relations. 

Cultural and economic links between India and Vietnam date back to 2nd 
century. The Indic Chăm Pa kingdom had some influence on Vietnamese music. In 
contemporary era, relations between India and Vietnam have been governed by several 
areas of shared political interests. India strongly condemned U.S. action during 
the Vietnam War and was also one of the few non-communist countries to assist Vietnam 
during the Cambodian–Vietnamese War. 

In 1992, India and Vietnam established extensive economic ties, including oil exploration, 
agriculture and manufacturing. The relations between the two countries, especially 
defence ties, benefited extensively from India's Look East policy. Bilateral military 
cooperation includes sale of military equipment, sharing of intelligence, joint naval 
exercises and training in counterinsurgency and jungle warfare. India also regularly 
deploys its warships for goodwill visits to Vietnamese seas. 

BACKGROUND 

 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru (left) with  

President Ho Chi Minh (right) in Hanoi; 1954. 

India supported Vietnam's independence from France, opposed American involvement in 
the Vietnam War, and supported unification of Vietnam. During the Vietnam War, India 
supported the North, albeit not by conducting military hostilities against the South. This 
can be contrasted with the policies of the US, who strongly supported the South and 
engaged in military conflict with the North, albeit without issuing an official declaration of 
war. 
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India and North Vietnam established official diplomatic relations in 1972 and have since 
maintained friendly relations, especially in wake of Vietnam's hostile relations with 
the People's Republic of China, with which India had some diplomatic disputes. 

DEVELOPMENT OF BILATERAL AND COMMERCIAL TIES 

India granted the "Most Favoured Nation" status to Vietnam in 1975 and both nations 
signed a bilateral trade agreement in 1978 and the Bilateral Investment Promotion and 
Protection Agreement (BIPPA) on March 8, 1997. The Indo-Vietnam Joint Business 
Council has worked to promote trade and investment since 1993. In 2003, both nations 
promulgated a Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Cooperation when the General 
Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Nông Đức Mạnh visited India and both 
nations are negotiating a free trade agreement. In 2007, a fresh joint declaration was 
issued during the state visit of the Prime Minister of Vietnam Nguyễn Tấn Dũng.Bilateral 
trade has increased rapidly since the liberalisation of the economies of both Vietnam and 
India. India is the 13th-largest exporter to Vietnam, with exports that have grown steadily 
from $11.5 million in 1985-86 to $395.68 million by 2003. Vietnam's exports to India rose 
to $180 million, including agricultural products, handicrafts, textiles, electronics and other 
goods. Between 2001 and 2006, the volume of bilateral trade expanded at 20-30% per 
annum to reach US$1 billion by 2006. Continuing the rapid pace of growth, bilateral trade 
is expected to rise to $2 billion by 2008, 2 years ahead of the official target. India and 
Vietnam have also expanded cooperation in information technology, education and 
collaboration of the respective national space programmes. Direct air links and 
lax visa regulations have been established to bolster tourism. 

In 2010, as the ASEAN-India free trade agreement came into effect, bilateral trade 
exploded to US$3.917 billion by the end of 2012, with Vietnam exporting $1.7 billion to 
India in 2012, an increase of 56.5% from 2011. As of 2015 bilateral trade stands at US$ 7 
billion & both nations have agreed on a target of US$ 20 billion by 2020. 

The PRC has complained about Indian cooperation for the exploration for oil in 
Vietnamese waters, especially in light of the disputed political status of the Spratly 
Islands, and other nearby island chains, which India currently recognises as part of 
Vietnam. 

STRATEGIC COOPERATION 

 
Vietnamese Vice Minister of Defence visits the  

Indian Navy's Eastern Naval Command. 
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In January 2000, the Indian Defence Minister, George Fernandes, called for a renewed 
political relationship with Vietnam, describing Vietnam as India's most trusted friend and 
ally. He proposed that India should develop a naval presence in the South China Sea 
through access to the Cam Ranh Bay naval and air base and that India should provide 
training and advanced weapons to Vietnam. 

India and Vietnam are both members of the Mekong–Ganga Cooperation, created to 
develop to enhance close ties between India and nations of Southeast Asia. Vietnam has 
supported India's bid to become a permanent member of the U.N. Security Council and 
join the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). In the 2003 joint declaration, India 
and Vietnam envisaged creating an "Arc of Advantage and Prosperity" in Southeast 
Asia; to this end, Vietnam has backed increasing the significance of the relationship 
between India and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its 
negotiation of an Indo-ASEAN free trade agreement. India and Vietnam have also built 
strategic partnerships, including extensive cooperation on developing nuclear power, 
enhancing regional security and fighting terrorism, transnational crime and drug 
trafficking. 

Vietnam has also welcomed Indian Navy ships in their region which would enhance India 
and Vietnam military relations. Vietnam has also welcomed Indian support for a peaceful 
resolution of the territorial disputes in the South China Sea. Indian Foreign Minister 
Salman Khurshid has called Vietnam one of the pillars of India’s "Look East" policy. 

India is providing training support for Vietnam's Kilo-class submarines. India has also 
offered to train Vietnamese pilots to fly Sukhoi aircraft. 

India is providing a $100 million credit line to Vietnam, that allows Vietnam to buy 
defence equipment from India. During his visit to Vietnam, on 02 September 2016, India's 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a new line of credit US$500 million for 
procurement of defence equipment. India is selling Vietnam four large patrol vessels that 
will enable Vietnam to patrol its waters and Vietnam is also interested in 
buying BrahMos short range cruise missiles. 

India is setting up the Satellite Tracking and Imaging Centre by Indian Space Research 
Organisation in Southern Vietnam for intelligence gathering to keep an eye on 
China. Recently, Indian army personnel have provided training for Vietnamese military 
personnel to work in the UN peacekeeping force. 

 



262 

 

Chapter 40 

BARBADOS–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

Barbados–India relations refers to the international relations that exist between Barbados 
and India. The Embassy of India in Paramaribo, Suriname is concurrently accredited to 
Barbados. India also maintains an Honorary Consulate in Holetown. 

HISTORY 

Many Indians from Gujarat, Bengal and Sindh emigrated to Barbados in the early 20th 
century. According to historian Sabir Nakhuda, the first Indian to arrive in Barbados was 
Beshart Ali Dewan. Dewan who hailed from the present-day state of West Bengal 
emigrated to Barbados in 1910. 

Diplomatic relations between Barbados and India were established on 30 November 1966, 
the date the former became an independent country. On the same day, India gifted a 
throne that was placed in the Barbadian House of Assembly. 

An Indian delegation visited Barbados to attend the CARICOM Summit in July 
1996. Barbados supported the G-4 resolution on expanding the UN Security Council in 
2007. The country also voted for India's candidature for Non-Permanent seat on the UN 
Security Council in 2011-12, and supports India's candidature for a permanent seat on the 
Security Council. 

Barbadian Minister of Foreign Affairs Billie A. Miller has visited India on numerous 
occasions to participate in various international conferences. Minister of State for 
External Affairs Digvijay Singh visited Barbados in June 2003 and held talks with Deputy 
Prime Minister and Attorney General Mia Mottley, and Senior Minister and Foreign 
Minister Billie Miller. During the visit, the two countries signed an MoU agreeing to hold 
regular Foreign Office Consultations. Finance Minister P. Chidambaram visited Barbados 
in September 2005 to participate in the Commonwealth Finance Ministers' Meeting. 

The first ever Foreign Office Consultation (FOC) between Barbados and India was held in 
Bridgetown from 28 April to 1 May 2015. Special Secretary (AMS & CPV) in the Ministry 
of External Affairs R. Swaminathan and Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Foreign Trade Simone Rudder led the Indian and Barbadian delegations at 
the FOC. Swaminathan also held bilateral talks with Minister of foreign Affairs and 
Foreign Trade Maxine McClean, Minister of Industry, International Business, Commerce 
and Small Business Development Donville Inniss and Health Minister John Boyce. 

Barbados and India signed an Air Services Agreement on 6 October 2015. The agreement 
provides fifth freedom rights and permits Indian and Barbadian airlines to operate direct 
scheduled flights and chartered flights between the two countries. 

TRADE 

Bilateral trade between Barbados and India totaled US$10.67 million in 2015-16, 
recording a growth of nearly 4% over the previous fiscal. Indian exports to Barbados stood 
at $10.50 million and imports were $170,000. The main commodities exported by India to 
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Barbados are vehicles, pharmaceuticals, textiles, iron and steel, and organic chemicals. 
The major commodities imported by India from Barbados are electrical machinery, optical 
photography cinematographic equipment. 

Indian firm Larsen & Toubro was awarded a ₹1.3 crore (US$200,000) contract by the West 
Indies Cricket Board in February 2005 to serve as the "construction management 
consultant" on a project to rebuild the Kensington Oval. In August 2005, L&T was 
awarded a ₹211 crore (US$32 million) contract to carry out the construction work. As part 
of the upgrade, two stands were renovated and 7 new stands were built raising the 
stadiums capacity from 13,000 to 26,500. L&T completed the work by January 2007, in 
time for the 2007 Cricket World Cup. 

CULTURAL RELATIONS 

Cricket is the primary cultural tie between the two countries. The Indian and West Indian 
cricket teams regularly tour each other's countries. Several Barbadian cricketers such 
as Carlos Brathwaite, Jason Holder, and Dwayne Smith have played in the Indian 
Premier League. 

Indo-Barbadians or Indo-Bajans are Barbadian nationals of full or partial Indian ancestry. 
As of 2010, Indo-Barbadians made up 1.3% of the country's population and were the fourth 
largest ethnic group in country, after blacks (92.4%), mixed race (3.1)%, and whites 
(2.7%). Of the nearly 3,000 Indo-Barbadians, almost 2,000 originate from the Surat 
district of Gujarat. Around 130 Indo-Barbadian families are of Sindhi origin and are 
primarily involved in business. About 150 Indo-Barbadians are professionals involved in 
education and medicine, and 30 Indo-Barbadians are enrolled as students at a private 
medical university. There are also some British Indians and Indo-Trinidadian and 
Tobagonians who own hotels and other real estate in Barbados. 

Citizens of Barbados are eligible for scholarships under the Indian Technical and 
Economic Cooperation Programme. 
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Chapter 41 

BRAZIL–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

Brazil-India relations refers to the bilateral relations between the Federative 
Republic of Brazil and the Republic of India. 

One of the major sources of tension between the two nations was the decolonisation 
process of the Portuguese enclaves in India, principally Goa. Despite pressure from India 
on Portugal to retreat from the subcontinent, Brazil supported Portugal’s claim for Goa. 
Brazil only changed course in 1961, when it became increasingly clear that India would 
succeed in taking control of Goa by force from an increasingly feeble Portugal, which faced 
too many internal problems to pose a potent military threat to India. Still, when Nehru’s 
armies overwhelmed Portuguese resistance and occupied Goa, the Brazilian Government 
criticised India sharply for violating international law. While Brazil tried to explain to 
India that its position was to be understood in the context of a long tradition of friendship 
between Brazil and Portugal, the Indian Government was deeply disappointed that Brazil, 
a democratic and a former colony, would support a non-democratic Portugal against 
democratic and recently independent India. 

In 2009, Brazil approved the sale of 100 MAR-1 anti-radiation missiles to Pakistan 
despite India's pressure on Brazil not to do so. Brazil's Defense Minister Nelson 
Jobim called these missiles "very effective ways to monitor" areas flown by war planes, 
and said the deal with Pakistan was worth 85 million euros (167.6 million dollars). He 
dismissed protests by India. "Brazil negotiates with Pakistan, not with terrorists," Mr 
Jobim said. "To cancel this deal would be to attribute terrorist activities to the Pakistani 
Government." 

According to a 2013 BBC World Service Poll, only 26% of Brazilians view India's influence 
positively. Indians opinion on Brazil is also sharply divided, with 20% viewing Brazil 
positively and 18% viewing Brazil negatively. 

COUNTRY COMPARISON 

 
 Brazil  India 

Population 208,147,846 1,306,433,659 

Area 8,514,877 km² (3,287,597 sq. mi) 3,287,240 km² (1,269,210 sq. mi) 

Population 
Density 

22/km² (57/sq. mi) 364/km² (943/sq. mi) 

Capital Brasília  New Delhi 

Largest City 
São Paulo - 11,037,593 (19,889,559 
Metro) 

Delhi - 16,314,838 (21,753,486 Metro) 

Government 
Federal presidential constitutional 
republic 

Federal parliamentary constitutional 
republic 

Inaugural 
Leaders 

Deodoro da Fonseca 

• Head of State: Rajendra Prasad 
• Head of Government: Jawaharlal 
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Nehru 

Current 
Leaders 

Michel Temer  

• Head of State: Ram Nath Kovind 
• Head of Government: Narendra Modi 

Official 
languages 

Portuguese 

Hindi, English and 20 other officially 
recognised languages. see: Official 
Languages of India 

Main 
religions 

74% Roman Catholicism, 
15.4% Protestant, 7.4% non-
religious, 
1.3% Kardecist spiritism, 1.7% Other 
religions, 0.3% Afro-Brazilian 
religions 

80.5% Hinduism, 13.4% Islam, 
2.3% Christianity, 1.9% Sikhism, 
0.8% Buddhism, 0.4% Jainism, 1.2% other 
religions 

GDP 
(nominal) 

US$1.925 trillion ($12,200 per 
capita) 

US$2.346 trillion ($1,542 per capita) 

GDP (PPP) 
US$2.309 trillion ($11,845 per 
capita) 

US$8.000 trillion ($3,851 per capita) 

Military 
expenditures 

$31.576 billion (FY 2012) $46.219 billion (FY 2012) 

HISTORY 

 
Former Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with former  

Brazilian president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva. 
 

 
Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff at Rajghat 
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India’s links with Brazil go back five centuries. Portugal’s Pedro Alvares Cabral is 
officially recognised as the first European to “discover” Brazil in 1500. Cabral was sent to 
India by the King of Portugal after the return of Vasco da Gama from his pioneering 
journey to India. Cabral is reported to have been blown-off course on his way to India. 
Brazil became an important Portuguese colony and stop-over in the long journey to Goa. 
This Portuguese connexion led to the exchange of several agricultural crops between India 
and Brazil in the colonial days. Indian cattle was also imported to Brazil. Most of the 
cattle in Brazil is of Indian origin. 

Diplomatic relations between India and Brazil were established in 1948. The Indian 
Embassy opened in Rio de Janeiro on May 3, 1948, moving to Brasília on August 1, 1971. 

One of the major sources of tension between the two nations was the decolonisation 
process of the Portuguese enclaves in India, principally Goa. Despite pressure from India 
on Portugal to retreat from the subcontinent, Brazil supported Portugal’s claim for Goa. 
Brazil only changed course in 1961, when it became increasingly clear that India would 
succeed in taking control of Goa by force from an increasingly feeble Portugal, which faced 
too many internal problems to pose a potent military threat to India. Still, when Nehru’s 
armies overwhelmed Portuguese resistance and occupied Goa, the Brazilian Government 
criticised India sharply for violating international law. While Brazil tried to explain to 
India that its position was to be understood in the context of a long tradition of friendship 
between Brazil and Portugal, the Indian Government was deeply disappointed that Brazil, 
a democratic and a former colony, would support a non-democratic Portugal against 
democratic and recently independent India. 

During the Portuguese Empire, chillis were traded from the New World to India and cows 
were sent the other way, amongst other trades. 

CULTURAL RELATIONS 

A successful Festival of India was organised during the visit of President K.R. 
Narayanan to Brazil in May 1998. There is also a presence of ISKCON, Satya Sai 
Baba, Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, Bhakti Vedanta Foundation and other Indian 
spiritual gurus and organisations have chapters in Brazil. 

A statue of Mohandas Gandhi is located near the Parque Ibirapuera at São Paulo and 
another statue is also at Rio de Janeiro. A group called the Filhos de Gandhi (Sons of 
Gandhi) participates regularly in the carnival in Salvador. Private Brazilian organisations 
occasionally invite Indian cultural troupes. 

Caminho das Índias, a popular telenovela in Brazil aired in 2009, popularised Indian 
culture in Brazil. Books about India started to pop up on the best-selling list, the number 
of travels to India by Brazilians tourists increased dramatically and restaurants and even 
nightclubs with Indian themes starting to open. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

More recently, Brazil and India have co-operated in the multilateral level on issues such 
as international trade and development, environment, reform of the UN and the UNSC 
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expansion. The two-way trade in 2007 nearly tripled to US$3.12 billion from US$1.2 
billion in 2004. 

Global software giant, Wipro Technologies, also set up a business process 
outsourcing centre in Curitiba to provide shared services to AmBev, the largest brewery in 
Latin America. AmBev's zonal vice president, Renato Nahas Batista, said "We are 
honoured to be a part of Wipro's expansion plans in Brazil and Latin America." AmBev's 
portfolio includes leading brands like Brahma, Becks, Stella and Antarctica. 

21st CENTURY RELATIONS 

 
Former President of India, Pratibha Patil with Brazilian President  

Luiz Inácio Lula da Silvain April 2008. India and Brazil enjoy strong bilateral 
 relations which is clearly reflected in various international forums such as IBSA. 

UNSC REFORM 

Both countries want the participation of developing countries in the UNSC permanent 
membership since the underlying philosophy for both of them are: UNSC should be more 
democratic, legitimate and representative - the G4 is a novel grouping for this realisation. 

SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION 

Brazil and India are involved in the IBSA initiative. 

The first ever IBSA Summit was held in Brasília in September 2006, followed by the 
Second IBSA Summit held in Pretoria in October 2007, with the third one held in New 
Delhi in October 2008. The fourth IBSA meet was again hosted in Brasília, just before 
the second BRIC summit. Four IBSA Trilateral Commission meetings were already held 
till 2007 since the first one was held in 2004 and had covered many areas such as science, 
technology, education, agriculture, energy, culture, health, social issues, public 
administration and revenue administration. The target of US$10 billion in trade was 
already achieved by 2007. 
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Both countries view this as a tool of transformation diplomacy to bring economic 
growth, sustainable development, poverty reduction and regional prosperity in the vast 
regions of Latin America, Africa and Asia. The IBSA Fund for Alleviation of Poverty and 
Hunger has already provided funds for capacity building in East Timor and for the fight 
against HIV/AIDS in Burundi and has won the South-South Partnership Award at the 
2006 UN Day event held in New York City on 19 December 2006. 

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI'S 2014 TRIP 

In July 2014, he visited Brazil for his first multilateral visit, the 6th BRICS summit was 
held at the north-eastern beach city of Fortaleza. In the Fortaleza summit the group have 
agreed to establish a financial institution rivaling the Western-dominated World 
Bank and IMF, The bank would be named the New Development Bank as suggested by 
the Indian side but the Modi Government failed to bag the bank's headquarters for New 
Delhi. Later the BRICS leader also attended an event in Brasilia where they met 
the UNASUR heads of Government. At the same time, the Ministry of External Affairs 
added Spanish to its list of available languages, which the Hindustan Times read as 
"indicative of the Government's intent to go beyond Europe, Asia and the US to forge 
diplomatic and trade ties with Latin American nations." He travelled there via Germany. 
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Chapter 42 

CANADA–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

Canada–India relations, or Indo-Canadian relations, are the longstanding bilateral 
relations between Canada and the Republic of India, which are built upon a "mutual 
commitment to democracy", "pluralism", and "people-to-people links", according to the 
Government of Canada. In 2009, bilateral trade between India and Canada was at 
about C$4.14 billion. Most notably, the bombing of Air India Flight 182 by Canadian 
residents, killing a vast quantity of Canadian citizens, had effects on relations for about 20 
years. India's Smiling Buddha nuclear test added strains to the relationship between the 
two nations, with allegations that India broke the terms of the Colombo 
Plan. Although Jean Chrétien and Roméo LeBlanc both visited India in the late 1990s, 
relations were again halted, albeit temporarily, after the Pokhran-II tests. India and 
Canada are taking steps to become strategic partners, with Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper making a state visit in 2012. Both are former British colonies and full members of 
the Commonwealth of Nations, with Canada being home to one of the largest 
Indian diasporas in the world. 

 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modiwith the Canadian  

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, during the 2016 NSS, April 2016. 

MISSIONS 

Being fellow members of the Commonwealth of Nations, Canada and India exchange high 
commissioners rather than ambassadors. Canada's High Commission to India is located 
in New Delhi, whilst India maintains one in Ottawa. Canada maintains consulates in 
three Indian cities: Mumbai, Bangalore and Chandigarh; and trade offices in an additional 
four: Ahmedabad, Kolkata, Chennai, and Hyderabad. India operates consulates 
in Vancouverand Toronto. 



270 

 

HISTORY 

There may have been encounters between Indians and First Nations peoples in the 
sixteenth century along the Atlantic coast of present-day Canada. Evidence from further 
south in the United States suggests that South Asian slaves were among the first settlers 
at Jamestown, Virginia. Lascars aboard Portuguese, Spanish and possibly French ships 
may have also arrived on the coasts of Labrador and Nova Scotia. The first definitive 
encounters between the First Nations and other aboriginal peoples of present-day Canada 
and South Asia, began in the eighteenth century, when British traders engaged in the fur 
trade arrived along the Pacific coast of Northwest America. These encounters involved the 
arrival of Lascars on ships from Bombay, Calcutta and Macau. 

 
A Simpsons store in Toronto pays tribute to  

India on Independence Day, 1947. 
 

In the 1940s and 1960s Canada–India relations were enhanced because of the personal 
ties which developed between Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and two Canadian 
Prime Ministers who served during those years: Louis St. Laurent and Lester B. Pearson. 
At the United Nations and in the Commonwealth, on issues as diverse as the Korean 
War armistice and the Suez Crisis, there was a convergence of interest and commitment 
between India and Canada. Canada's aid programme to India began in 1951 and grew 
substantially under the Colombo Plan. Canada provided food aid, project financing and 
technical assistance to India. In the past five decades India has been one of the largest 
recipients of Canadian bilateral aid, amounting to over $3.8 billion Canadian dollars. In 
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the 1960s, Canada supported the Kundah hydro-electric power house project through 
Colombo Plan. 

Indo-Canadian relations deteriorated in the wake of India's Smiling Buddha nuclear test 
of May 1974 when the Canadian Government severed bilateral nuclear cooperation with 
both India and Pakistan in 1976 after claims that the fissionable material used to 
construct India's first nuclear device had been obtained from the Canadian-supplied 
CIRUS nuclear research reactor. Thereafter Canada resolved to engage in nuclear 
cooperation only with countries which signed the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), and 
which instituted full-scope safeguards on their nuclear energy programmes under the 
supervision of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). India and Pakistan are 
two nations that have both consistently refused to sign the NPT, and voted against UN 
General Assembly Resolutions which they claim violates their nation's sovereign right to 
choose whether or not to sign such treaties. In early February 1997, Foreign Minister 
I.K.Gujral re-iterated India's opposition to the treaty, saying that "India favours any step 
aimed at destroying nuclear weapons, but considers that the treaty in its current form is 
not comprehensive and bans only certain types of tests". Thus, Canada's persistent refusal 
to engage in nuclear co-operation with India and Pakistan until and unless they sign the 
treaty ended its nuclear collaboration with India for the time being, and severely damaged 
relations between the two nations. 

In the 1990s a chance to improve Indo-Canadian relations arose when India instituted 
major reforms of its economy. India went through a large economic liberalisation, which 
attracted the attention of the Canadian Government and the business community. 
Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chrétien paid a diplomatic mission to India in January 
1996 with two cabinet ministers and 300 business figures. India's External Affairs 
Minister Inder Kumar Gujral paid an official visit to Canada in September 1996. Foreign 
Affairs Minister Lloyd Axworthy reciprocated with a visit to India in January 1997 during 
which he inaugurated the Office of the Canadian High Commission in Chandigarh, capital 
of Punjab and Haryana states. The Canada-India Working Group on Counter-
 Terrorism was also established in 1997, bringing together on an annual basis several 
departments and agencies of the Canadian and Indian Governments. Former Governor 
General Roméo LeBlanc undertook a state visit to India in March 1998. Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper took an official visit to India in November 2009. The Canada 
India Foundation has been active since 2007 in fostering support for stronger bi-lateral 
relations between Canada and India. Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh visited 
Canada in June 2010 for the G20 Summit in Toronto. 

2011 was dubbed the "Year of India in Canada," a joint initiative by both Governments. 
Under this auspice, in June 2011, the Indo-Canada Chamber of Commerce co-hosted with 
the Government of India the regional Pravasi Bhartiya Divas, a conference of the 
diaspora. This conference hosted over 1,000 delegates from India and Canada's 
Governmental, business, medical, scientific, and philanthropic sectors. This event was 
followed up by the International Indian Film Academy Awards held in Toronto in June 
2011. 
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Two Prime Ministers of India have addressed a joint session of the Canadian 
Parliament: Indira Gandhi, on June 19, 1973 and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, on October 
24, 1949. 

AIR CONNECTIVITY 

Air Canada operates non-stop flights from Toronto and Vancouver to Delhi, and from 
Toronto to Mumbai. India's Jet Airways operates daily flights from Delhi to Toronto 
through a scissors hub in Amsterdam, which also includes a flight from Mumbai. 

SECURITY 

Following several acts of terrorism in the 20th Century, most prominent of which was the 
bombing of Air India Flight 182 in 1985, Canada and India maintain a bilateral dialogue 
on anti-terrorism, including an annual meeting of the Canada-India Strategic Dialogue, as 
well as regular meetings of the aforementioned Canada-India Working Group on Counter-
Terrorism. 

TRADE 

Canada and India enjoy a prosperous trading relationship. Since 2004, despite the Late-
2000s recession, trade has increased by over 70%. In 2009, Canadian exports to India 
totalled C$2.1 billion, while in the same year Canadian imports from India totalled C$2.0 
billion, giving Canada a C$100 million trade surplus. India celebrated the year 2012 as 
year of India in Canada to promote business, cultural and political relations with India. 

Despite the warm relationship, trade between Canada and India is less than their 
potential. India accounts for less than 1% of Canada's total export and total import in 
2014, with bilateral trade of C$5.77 billion in 2014 (compared to more than C$56 billion 
bilateral trade between China and Canada). Nevertheless, total trade between the two 
countries grows steadily over the past 5 year. 

Canada and India are currently holding negotiations on the Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) to improve the trade relations between the two countries. 
As of March 2015, the two countries held their 9th round of negotiations in New Delhi. 

CANADA’S MERCHANDISE TRADE WITH INDIA 2015 

 
Canadian Imports from India 

 
Canadian Exports to India 

 

 
Merchandise Classification 

% of total 
imports 

Merchandise Classification 
% of total 
exports 

1 
Boilers, mechanical appliances, 
etc. 

8.43 
Edible vegetables, roots and 
tubers 

36.06 

2 Mineral fuels, oils 6.91 Pearls, precious stones or metals 12.33 

3 Pearls, precious stones or metals 6.75 Fertilizers 8.59 

4 Organic chemicals 6.41 Ores, slag and ash 8.33 

5 
Woven clothing and apparel 
articles 

5.66 Paper and paperboard 6.22 

6 Pharmaceutical products 5.47 Mineral fuels, oils 4.28 
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7 Iron or steel articles 5.06 
Boilers, mechanical appliances, 
etc. 

4.28 

8 Other textile articles, etc. 4.45 Aircraft and spacecraft 4.28 

9 Knitted or crocheted apparel 4.16 
Woodpulp; paper or paperboard 
scraps 

4.17 

10 
Electrical machinery and 
equipment 

3.64 
Electrical machinery and 
equipment 

1.68 

 
% of Total from India 56.94 % of Total To India 90.23 

 
Indian Imports as % of total 
Canadian imports 

0.74 
Indian Exports as % of total 
Canadian exports 

0.88 
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Chapter 43 

COLOMBIA–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

Indo-Colombian relations entails the diplomatic relations between the Republic of 
Colombia and the Republic of India. Both countries established diplomatic ties on January 
19, 1959. Colombia is currently the commercial point of entry into Latin America for 
Indian companies. 

HISTORY 

Official diplomatic relations between India and Colombia were established on January 19, 
1959. On July 14, 1970 Colombia and India signed a commercial accord but this did not 
develop due to the economic restrictions on foreign goods both countries had and 
geopolitical differences. It was until March 1972 when Colombia opened an embassy 
in New Delhi, India. The following year India established an embassy in Bogotá in 1973. 
The embassy in Bogota was opened until 1993, but later reopened in 1994. The Colombian 
embassy in India also serves Colombians in Nepal, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. 

COMMERCIAL TIES 

Economic and mutual cooperation ties improved with the visit of Colombian 
President Andrés Pastrana Arango's to India from March 4–7, 2001. Because Colombia 
and India had similar economies and these similarities are used to establish cooperation 
between the two countries. 

In 2006, Oil India invested US$425 million in oil production in Colombia. The company 
plans to participate in contract adjudications with the intention of exploring the 
Colombian land for gas. 

On August 23, 2007 the Colombian Government reported that trade between Colombia 
and India was increasing. India gained from the exports to Colombia some US$346 million 
while Colombia exported to India some US$62 million. 

MAIN COOPERATION AREAS 

• Use of solar energy in country border areas. 
• Technical cooperation agreements. 
• Development of scholarships including in military areas. 
• Functioning of the Joint Task Force of the understanding of technologies 

memorandum. 
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Chapter 44 

CUBA–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

Cuba–India relations refers to the bilateral ties between the Republic of Cuba and 
the Republic of India. 

HISTORY 

India was among the first nations to recognize Cuba following the 1959 Cuban revolution. 
Following the revolution, Fidel Castro sent Ernesto "Che" Guevara to India on a two-week 
visit. Guevara arrived in New Delhi on 30 June 1959. He met with Indian Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru the next day. Nehru presented Guevara with 
a ivory handled khukri in a walnut scabbard. Today, the khukri is preserved at the Centro 
de Estudios Che Guevara in Havana. In his report on the meeting, Guevara noted, "Nehru 
received us with an amiable familiarity of a patriarchal grandfather but with noble 
interest in the dedication and struggles of the Cuban people." The two delegations agreed 
to establish diplomatic missions and increase trade as soon as possible. Guevara and the 
Cuban delegation also met with Indian Defence Minister V. K. Krishna Menon, senior 
defence officers, members of the Planning Commission. He also visited the Cottage 
Industries Emporium, the Okhla Industrial Area, the Agricultural Research Institute and 
the National Physical Laboratory. Guevara also met with the Chilean ambassador in New 
Delhi and was interviewed by journalist K.P. Bhanumathy for All India Radio. Guevara 
also visited Kolkata before departing India. Despite his preference for violent struggle, 
Guevara expressed appreciation for Mahatma Gandhi. Upon his return to Cuba, Guevara 
wrote, "In India, the word war is so distant from the spirit of the people that they did not 
use it even in the tensest moments of their struggle for independence. The great 
demonstrations of collective peaceful discontent forced the English colonialism to leave 
forever the land that they devastated during one hundred and fifty years." 

India opened its embassy in Havana in January 1960, just six months after Guevara's 
visit. This had particular significance as it symbolised Indian solidarity with the Cuban 
revolution. Cuba maintains an embassy in New Delhi. 

There have been several high level visits between leaders of the two countries. Cuban 
President Fidel Castro visited India in 1973 and 1983. Indian Prime Ministers Rajiv 
Gandhi and Manmohan Singh visited Cuba in 1985 and 2006 respectively. 

India has always voted in favour of UN General Assembly resolutions calling for an end to 
the United States embargo against Cuba. Cuba has publicly expressed support for India's 
candidature for a permanent seat in the UN Security Council on numerous occasions.Both 
nations are also members of the Non-Aligned Movement. Fidel Castro stated, "The 
maturity of India ... , its unconditional adherence to the principles which lay at the 
foundation of the Non-Aligned Movement give us the assurances that under the wise 
leadership of Indira Gandhi [then Prime Minister of India], the non-aligned countries will 
continue advancing in their inalienable role as a bastion for peace, national independence 
and development." 
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ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

Bilateral trade between Cuba and India was around US$300 million in the 1980s. 
However, following the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 and economic liberalisation 
in India in the 1990s, bilateral trade between the countries witnessed a sharp decline. 
Bilateral trade totaled $38.89 million in 2014-15. India's exports to Cuba stood at $37.32 
million, while imports amounted to $1.57 million. The main commodities exported from 
India to Cuba are pharmaceutical products, organic chemicals, plastic and rubber articles, 
machinery and mechanical appliances. The main commodities Cuba exports to India are 
tobacco products including cigars, raw hides and skins, and leather. 

INDIAN FOREIGN AID 

India donated a 5 KW solar power plant to Cuba in 1995, and also provided ₹5 
lakh (equivalent to ₹21 lakh or US$32,000 in 2017) worth of spare parts to the country. In 
2008, India wrote off a $62 million loan and interest that it had provided to the Cuban 
Government. India provided Cuba with $2 million in cash in the aftermath of Hurricanes 
Gustav, Ike and Paloma in August–September 2008. India began a three year training 
program, which completed in July 2010, for Cuban citizens at the India Cuba Knowledge 
Centre. The centre, operated by NIIT, provided training to over 1900 Cubans in several 
fields. 

India also provided donations worth two million dollars during the Cuban earthquake.  

In November 2013, India donated $1 million for the construction of an astro turf hockey 
pitch in Cuba. 

Citizens of Cuba are eligible for scholarships under the Indian Technical and Economic 
Cooperation Programme and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. Between 1989 and 
2016, 671 Cubans have received training in several fields in India. 

"BREAD OF INDIA" 

India provided Cuba with 10,000 tonnes of wheat and 10,000 tonnes of rice in 1992 when 
Cuba was undergoing hardship. Fidel Castro termed the donation as the "Bread of India", 
because it was sufficient to provide one loaf of bread to each Cuban citizen. 

CULTURAL RELATIONS 

Yoga is a part of the Cuban Government's health curriculum. The birth anniversary 
of Rabindranath Tagore is commemorated in Cuba annually. On 7 May 2007, a bust of 
Tagore, donated by the ICCR, was unveiled at Havana. The library at the Casa de Asia in 
Havana is named after Tagore. Busts of Mahatma Gandhi and Mother Teresa are also 
present in Havana. 

India was declared the "Guest of Honour Country" at the Havana International Book Fair 
in February 2015, becoming the first Asian country to be conferred the honour. 

SPORTS 

Cuba and India signed an agreement on co-operation in sports during the visit of then 
Indian Minister for Sports Mani Shankar Aiyer in 2007. Subsequently, the Indian 
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Amateur Boxing Federation and the Army Sports Institute, Pune have hired several 
coaches from Cuba. In 2013, Indian sent 32 Indian coaches to receive training in Cuba. 

INDIANS IN CUBA 

The Indian community in Cuba dates back to the early 20th century when Indian 
plantation workers from Jamaica and other parts of the West Indies came to Cuba to work 
on sugarcane plantations. As of February 2016, an estimated 200 Cuban citizens are of 
Indian descent. The majority of them reside in Guantanamo province, and most have been 
completely assimilated into the local culture, although some still have Indian names. 

A small community of Indian citizens is present in Cuba, including Christian nuns, 
medical students and persons of Indian origin married to Cuban citizens. The community 
primarily resides in Havana. There are also a few businessmen of Indian origin. 
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Chapter 45 

INDIA–JAMAICA RELATIONS 
 

Jamaica–India relations refers to the bilateral ties between India and Jamaica. India and 
Jamaica have traditionally enjoyed cordial and friendly relations as a result of cultural 
and political connections inherited from British colonisation, such as membership in 
the Commonwealth of Nations, parliamentary democracy, the English language and 
cricket. 

Both nations are members of the Non-Aligned Movement, and Jamaica supports India's 
candidacy for permanent membership on a reformed UN Security Council. 

DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 

India has a High Commission in Kingston, whilst Jamaica has a consulate in New 
Delhi  and plans to open a High Commission soon. 

TRADE 

According to the Ministry of Commerce of the Government of India, total trade between 
India and Jamaica was worth just US$23 million in 2009-10, with India accounting for 
nearly all of the exports to Jamaica. 

INDIANS IN JAMAICA 

An estimated 50,000 - 61,500 Indians, or people of Indian origin reside in Jamaica, 
constituting nearly 3% of the population. This includes the slave labourers brought to 
Jamaica in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
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Chapter 46 

INDIA–MEXICO RELATIONS 

 

India-Mexico relations refers to the diplomatic relations between India and Mexico. Both 
nations are members of the G-20 major economies and the United Nations. 

 

 
President Enrique Peña Nieto with Prime Minister 

 Narendra Modi in Mexico City; 2016. 

HISTORY 

In 1947, Mexico became the first Latin American nation to recognise the independence of 
India from the United Kingdom. On first 1 August 1950, both nations established 
diplomatic relations and on the following year, Mexico opened an embassy in Delhi. To 
show the importance of the new relations between the two nations, the first Mexican 
ambassador to India was former Mexican President Emilio Portes Gil. In 1962, Nobel 
Prize laureate Octavio Paz was named ambassador to India. 

Over the years, diplomatic relations between the two nations have strengthened. Both 
nations have signed numerous bilateral agreements such as: 

• Cultural agreement (1975) 
• Scientific and Technical Cooperation (1975) 
• Cultural and Educational exchange agreement (2005) 
• Visa exemption for official and diplomatic passports (2005) 
• Extradition treaty (2006) 
• Exemption on double taxation agreement (2007) 
• Air service agreement (2008) 
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STATE VISITS 

 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi attending the North–South Summit in Cancun  

along with her Mexican counterpart President José López Portillo; 1981 
 

 
Former Mexican President Vicente Fox and Former  

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh; 2005 

Head of State and Government Level Visits from India 

• Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru (1961) 
• Prime Minister Indira Gandhi (1981) 
• President Zail Singh (1984) 
• Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi (1986) 
• President Pratibha Patil (2008) 
• Prime Minister Manmohan Singh (2012) 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi (2016) 

HEAD OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT LEVEL VISITS FROM MEXICO 

• President Adolfo López Mateos (1962) 
• President Luis Echeverría (1975) 
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• President José López Portillo (1981) 
• President Miguel de la Madrid (1985) 
• President Felipe Calderón (2007) 

TRADE 

Trade between the two nations has been steadily increasing on an average of 30% each 
year. Two-way trade between both nations amounted to $8.3 billion USD in 2017. Mexico's 
main exports to India include: petroleum, machinery, fertilisers and chemicals while at 
the same time, India's exports to Mexico include: textiles, gems, jewellery, leather and 
software. A notable Mexican multi-national company operating in India is Cinépolis. 

RESIDENT DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 

• India has an embassy in Mexico City. 
• Mexico has an embassy in New Delhi. 
  



282 

 

Chapter 47 

INDIA–NICARAGUA RELATIONS 
 

India-Nicaragua relations refers to bilateral relations between India and Nicaragua. 
Relations have been limited to Central American Integration System dialogue and visits 
by Nicaraguan Ministers to India. India maintains an honorary consul general in 
Nicaragua, concurrently accredited to the Indian embassy in Panama City and Nicaragua 
used to maintain an embassy in India but was reduced to honorary consulate general in 
New Delhi. 

HISTORY 

Visits between the two nations had been by the speaker of the Indian parliament, Shivraj 
Patil, for an Inter Parliamentary Union Event in 1989 and the then Labour & Welfare 
minister, Ram Vilas Paswan, who attended the inauguration of President Chamorro in 
April 1990. While on the Nicaraguan side, various top level ministers attended many 
summits hosted by India and even the current Foreign minister Samuel Santos 
López visiting India in 2008 for the SICA-India Foreign ministers' meeting and in 
2013 with high-level talks with the then External Affairs minister Salman 
Khurshid which also expanded trade with the two countries and also opened up possibility 
of Indian businessmen investing in the Nicaraguan canal project. 

TRADE 

Bilateral trade between the two countries for the year 2012-13 was US$60.12 million with 
India exporting cotton, automobiles and accessories, iron & steel, rubber & rubber 
products and pharmaceuticals whereas Nicaragua's export consists of skin & leather, wood 
& wooden articles, raw hides, etc. India has also donated surgical equipment and 
medicines worth ₹338,000 in 1998 and again in 2001 worth US$10,000 to help the drought 
stricken country. Many Indian industries and companies have set up in relation with 
Nicaraguan companies like Praj Industries of Pune setting up an ethanol production plant 
for Nicaragua Sugar Estates Limited, Bajaj Industries selling large numbers of three 
wheeler auto-taxi locally every year and Mahindra Jeep being sold with the help of Grupo 
Pellas of Nicaragua, the country's largest business group. The National Electricity 
Transmission Company (Enatrel) chief executive, Salvador Mansell, under the Nicaraguan 
Government delegation has sought a loan of US$57 million from India for the construction 
of three power projects in the country, two electrical substations and a transmission line of 
138 kilowatts, which is under negotiations. 
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Chapter 48 

INDIA–PANAMA RELATIONS 

 

India–Panama relations refer to the bilateral relations between India and Panama. 

Panama is the first country in Central America where India established a resident 
embassy in 1973.  Panama has an embassy in New Delhi, and a consulate-general 
in Mumbai.  

HISTORY 

 
Finance Ministers Alberto Vallarino Clement and  
Pranab Mukherjeemeeting in New Delhi in 2010. 

The Indian-Panamanian connection is the oldest in the Central American region, dating 
back to the middle of the 19th century when groups of Indians, 
particularly Sikh immigrants, came to Panama to work on the construction of Panama 
railways and later the Panama Canal in the early 20th century. 

There are about 15,000 Indians, including those of Indian origin, in Panama, constituting 
the largest concentration of overseas Indians in Central America. The Indian community, 
predominantly from the Gujarat, is mostly involved in wholesale and retail trade.  
A Gurdwara was built in 1986 in Panama City under the non-profit organization Sociedad 
Guru Nanak to serve as a place of worship for the Sikh Community in Panama. The 
growth of the Indian community has flourished with the constructions of the Gurdwara, 
Mandir, Mosques and Bahá'í Temple. 

VISAS 

Under the administration of President Ricardo Martinelli, the Government of Panama 
announced that Indian nationals who possess a visa for USA, any country of EU, Canada 
or Australia, will be granted a tourism visa for Panama upon arrival. 
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DIPLOMATIC VISITS 

In November 2010, Alberto Vallarino Clement, Panamanian Minister of Economy and 
Finance visited India for the World Economic Forum meeting in New Delhi. Following the 
visit, India's Speaker of Parliament, Meira Kumar led a 20-member Parliamentary 
delegation to Panama in April 2011 to participate in the 124th Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) Assembly. 

In 2011 and 2012, Indian Government ministers Sachin Pilot, Vayalar Ravi, and E. 
Ahamed visited Panama. Milind Deora visited Panama in early 2013 to finalize a bilateral 
Maritime Cooperation Agreement between India and Panama. Also, cooperation over IT & 
E-Governance, cyber security and training, and Indian space agency ISRO's 
proposed TTC station in Panama were discussed. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

Hoping to double trade with Latin America over the next five years, India is set to expand 
air and sea links with the region and negotiate more free trade agreements (FTAs). In 
light of the ongoing expansion of the Panama Canal, Air India has plans to make Panama 
the first destination for direct flights from India to Latin America, with direct twice-a-
week service between New Delhi and Panama City by 2014 . 

The biggest outward FDI from India in the summer of 2011 was to Panama by Gammon 
India, which pumped almost $2 billion into its Panama-based joint venture, Campo Puma 
Orient SA. The Shipping Corporation of India (SCI) has also established a joint venture in 
Panama with Japanese Mitsui O.S.K. Lines, Nippon Yusen, and K Line for servicing the 
transport of liquefied natural gas. This makes SCI the only Indian shipping company to 
enter the second LNG transportation business.  

The main items of India's exports to Panama include textiles, automobiles and accessories, 
iron and steel, plastic products, pharmaceuticals, tobacco products, rubber products, 
furniture items, and electronic equipments. India's imports from Panama include mineral 
fuels, oils, waxes, ships, boats, and teak and other wooden articles. 

In April 2013, over 120 leading Indian companies representing various sectors including 
automobiles, textiles, diamonds, electrical, and engineering goods, took part in the first-
ever "Made-in-India" Exhibition at Expocomer, the biggest annual trade show in Panama. 
Amidst these growing commercial ties, India gave Panama a line of credit of US$10 
million for establishing a Biodiversity and Drug Discovery Center in Panama City. 

AGREEMENTS 

Several agreements have been signed, relating to cultural and educational co-operation, 
foreign office consultations, mutual cooperation between Foreign Service Institute, 
India and the Diplomatic Academy of Panama, and the Indian Ministry of Agriculture and 
the Panamanian Ministry of Agricultural Development.  
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Chapter 49 

INDIA–PARAGUAY RELATIONS 

 

India–Paraguay relations refers to bilateral relations between the Republic of India and 
the Republic of Paraguay. 

HISTORY 

Diplomatic relations between India and Paraguay were established on 13 September 
1961. Paraguay opened its embassy in India in March 2006. The embassy is jointly 
accredited to Sri Lanka. Paraguay also maintains Honorary Consulates in Chennai, 
Kolkata, and Mumbai. India is represented in Paraguay through its embassy in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, and an Honorary Consulate in Asunción. 

In May 2012, Fernando Lugo became the first Paraguayan President to visit India. He was 
accompanied by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Agriculture and Animal Husbandry and 
Commerce, and other senior Government officials. 

Paraguay supported India's bid for election to the UN Human Rights Council for the term 
2015-17. 

BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

An agreement between India and Paraguay provides visa-free travel privileges to holders 
of Diplomatic and Official passports since 1996. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

Bilateral trade between India and Paraguay totaled US$212 million in 2015, registering a 
growth of 27% over the previous year. India exported $145 million worth of goods to 
Paraguay and imported $67 million worth of commodities. The main commodities exported 
from India to Paraguay are organic chemicals, vehicles, auto parts, cosmetics, machinery, 
pharmaceuticals, plastics, sound and image devices, aluminum, and rubber products. The 
main commodities exported from Paraguay to India are soya oil (94% of imports), 
sunflower oil, leather and wood. 

Citizens of Paraguay are eligible for scholarships under the Indian Technical and 
Economic Cooperation Programme. Many Paraguayan diplomats have received training in 
the Foreign Service Institute of India. 

INDIAN DIASPORA IN PARAGUAY 

As of December 2016, around 600 Indians, 200 of whom are Indian citizens, reside in 
Paraguay, primarily in the city of Ciudad del Est in south-eastern Paraguay. The 
community is mostly of Gujarati and Sindhi origin. They are primarily engaged in trade, 
wholesale and retail businesses. 
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Chapter 50 

INDIA–UNITED STATES RELATIONS 

 

India–United States relations (or Indo-American relations) refers to the international 
relations that exist between the Republic of India and the United States of America. 

Prominent leaders of India's freedom movement had friendly relations with the United 
States of America which continued well after independence from Great Britain in 1947. In 
1954, United States of America made Pakistan a Central Treaty Organization (CENTO) 
treaty-ally. India cultivated strategic and military relations with the Soviet Union to 
counter Pakistan–United States relations. In 1961, India became a founding member of 
the Non-Aligned Movement to avoid involvement in the Cold War power-play between the 
United States and the Soviet Union. The Nixon administration's support for Pakistan 
during the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971 affected relations till the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union in 1991. In the 1990s, Indian foreign policy adapted to the unipolar world and 
developed closer ties with the United States. 

 

 

Embassy of India in Washington, D.C. 

 

U.S. Embassy in New Delhi 
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In the 21st century, Indian foreign policy has sought to leverage India's strategic 
autonomy in order to safeguard sovereign rights and promote national interests within a 
multi-polar world. Under Presidents Bush and Obama, the United States has 
demonstrated accommodation to India's core national interests and acknowledged 
outstanding concerns. A unique feature of this relation is that U.S. is the world's oldest 
constitutional republic, while India is the world's largest republic. 

Increase in bilateral trade & investment, cooperation on global security matters, inclusion 
of India in decision-making on matters of global governance (United Nations Security 
Council), upgraded representation in trade & investment forums (World 
Bank, IMF, APEC), admission into multilateral export control regimes (Nuclear Suppliers 
Group, MTCR, Wassenaar Arrangement, Australia Group) and joint-manufacturing 
through technology sharing arrangements have become key milestones and a measure of 
speed and advancement on the path to closer US-India relations. In 2016, India and 
United States signed the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement and India was 
declared a Major Defense Partner of the United States. 

According to Gallup's annual World Affairs survey, India is perceived by Americans as 
their 6th favorite nation in the world, with 71% of Americans viewing India favorably in 
2015. A 2017 poll by Gallup found that 74% of Americans viewed India favorably. 

COUNTRY COMPARISON 

Common name  India  United States 

Official name Republic of India United States of America 

Flag 

 

 

Coat of Arms 

 

 

Population  1,326,572,000 (2017) estimated 324,459,463 (2017) 

Population 
growth  

1.19%% (2017) 0.71% (2017) 

Urbanization  31.16% (2016) 82% (2016) 

Land Area 3,287,263 km² 9,525,468 km² 

Population 
density  

382/km² 34/km² 

Capital New Delhi Washington, D.C. 

Largest city Mumbai - 12.44 million residents New York — 23.7 million residents 
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Government 

Federal parliamentary 
constitutional republic 

Federal presidential constitutional 
republic 

Current 
leader(s) 

President: Ram Nath Kovind 
Prime Minister: Narendra Modi 

President: Donald Trump 
Vice President: Mike Pence 

GDP (Nominal) $2,611,012 (6th) $19,390,600 (1st) 

GDP (PPP) $9,446,789 (3rd) $19,362,129 (2nd) 

Forex reserves $424,864 $125,633 

HISTORY 

BRITISH RAJ 

 

Swami Vivekananda at the Parliament of Religions  
with Virchand Gandhi, Hewivitarne Dharmapala 

The relationships between India in the days of the British Raj and the US were 
thin. Swami Vivekananda promoted Yoga and Vedanta in America at the World's 
Parliament of Religions in Chicago, during the World's Fair in 1893. Mark Twain visited 
India in 1896 and described it in his travelogue Following the Equator with both revulsion 
and attraction before concluding that India was the only foreign land he dreamed about or 
longed to see again.Regarding India, Americans learned more from English 
writer Rudyard Kipling. Mahatma Gandhi had an important influence on the philosophy 
of non-violence promoted by Martin Luther King, Jr. in the 1950s. 

In the 1930s and early 1940s the United States gave very strong support to the Indian 
independence movement in defiance of the British Empire. The first significant 
immigration from India before 1965 involved Sikh farmers going to California in the early 
20th century. 

World War II 

Everything changed in World War Two, when India became the main base for the 
American China Burma India Theater (CBI) in the war against Japan. Tens of thousands 
of American servicemen arrived, bringing all sorts of advanced technology, and money; 
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they left in 1945. Serious tension erupted over American demands, led by 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, that India be given independence, a proposition Prime 
Minister Winston Churchillvehemently rejected. For years Roosevelt had encouraged 
Britain's disengagement from India.  

 
American GIs at a market in Calcutta (now Kolkata) in 1945. 

The American position was based on principled opposition to colonialism, practical concern 
for the outcome of the war, and the expectation of a large American role in a post-colonial 
era. However, in 1942 when the Indian National Congress launched a Quit 
India movement, the British authorities immediately arrested tens of thousands of 
activists. Meanwhile, India became the main American staging base for aid to China. 
Churchill threatened to resign if Roosevelt pushed too hard, so Roosevelt backed down. 

POST-INDEPENDENCE (1947–1997) 

America under the Truman administration leaned towards favouring India in in the late 
1940s as a consequence of most U.S. planners seeing India more valuable diplomatically 
than its neighbour Pakistan. However, during the Cold War Nehru's policy of neutrality 
was cringeworthy to many American observers. American officials perceived India's policy 
of non-alignment negatively. Ambassador Henry F. Grady told then Indian Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru that the United States did not consider neutrality to be an 
acceptable position. Grady told the State Department in December 1947 that he had 
informed Nehru "that this is a question that cannot be straddled and that India should get 
on the democratic side immediately. 

In 1948, Nehru rejected American suggestions for resolving the Kashmir crisis via third 
party mediation. His 1949 tour of the US was "an undiplomatic disaster" that left bad 
feelings on both sides. India rejected the American advice that it should not recognise the 
Communist conquest of China, but it did back the US when it supported the 1950 United 
Nations resolution condemning North Korea's aggression in the Korean War. India tried to 
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act as a broker to help end that war, and served as a conduit for diplomatic messages 
between the US and China. Meanwhile, poor harvests forced India to ask for American aid 
for its food security, which was given starting in 1950. In the first dozen years of Indian 
independence (1947–1959), the US provided $1.7 billion in aid, including $931 million in 
food. The Soviet Union provided about half as much in monetary terms, however made 
much larger contributions in kind, taking the form of infrastructural aid, soft loans, 
technical knowledge transfer, economic planning and skills involved in the areas 
of steel mills, machine building, hydro-electric power and other heavy industries 
especially nuclear energy and space research. In 1961, the US pledged $1.0 billion in 
development loans, in addition to $1.3 billion of free food. 

 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru receiving President Dwight D. Eisenhower  

at Parliament House, before the President's address to a joint session of Parliament, 1959. 

In 1959, Dwight D. Eisenhower was the first US President to visit India to strengthen the 
staggering ties between the two nations. He was so supportive that the New York 
Times remarked, "It did not seem to matter much whether Nehru had actually requested 
or been given a guarantee that the US would help India to meet further Chinese 
Communist aggression. What mattered was the obvious strengthening of Indian-American 
friendship to a point where no such guarantee was necessary." 

During John F. Kennedy's Presidency (1961–63), India was considered a strategic partner 
and counterweight to the rise of Communist China. Kennedy said, 

"Chinese Communists have been moving ahead the last 10 years. India has been making 
some progress, but if India does not succeed with her 450 million people, if she can't make 
freedom work, then people around the world are going to determine, particularly in the 
underdeveloped world, that the only way they can develop their resources is through the 
Communist system." 

The Kennedy administration openly supported India during the 1962 Sino-Indian war and 
considered the Chinese action as "blatant Chinese Communist aggression against 
India". The United States Air Force flew in arms, ammunition and clothing supplies to the 
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Indian troops and the United States Navy even sent the USS Kitty Hawk aircraft 
carrier from the Pacific Ocean to protect India, only to recall it back before it reached 
the Bay of Bengal. In a May 1963 National Security Council meeting, the United States 
discussed contingency planning that could be implemented in the event of another Chinese 
attack on India. Defense Secretary Robert McNamara and General Maxwell 
Taylor advised the president to use nuclear weapons should the Americans intervene in 
such a situation.  

 
John Kenneth Galbraith (far left), as US ambassador to India, with  

President John F. Kennedy, Vice-President Lyndon B. Johnson  
and Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru of India, 1961 

 

Kennedy insisted that Washington defend India as it would any ally, saying, 
"We should defend India, and therefore we will defend India."Kennedy's ambassador to 
India was the noted liberal economist John Kenneth Galbraith, who was considered close 
to India. While in India, Galbraith helped establish one of the first Indian computer 
science departments, at the Indian Institute of Technology in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh. As 
an economist, he also presided over the (at the time) largest US foreign aid program to any 
country. 

Following the assassination of Kennedy in 1963, Indo-US relations deteriorated gradually. 
While Kennedy's successor Lyndon Johnson sought to maintain relations with India to 
counter Communist China, he also sought to strengthen ties with Pakistan with the hopes 
of easing tensions with China and weakening India's growing military buildup as 
well. Relations then hit an all-time low under the Nixon administration in the early 
1970s. Richard Nixon shifted away from the neutral stance which his predecessors had 
taken towards Indo-Pakistani hostilities. He established a very close relationship with 
Pakistan, aiding it militarily and economically, as India, now under the leadership 
of Indira Gandhi, was seen as leaning towards the Soviet Union. He considered Pakistan 
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as a very important ally to counter Soviet influence in the Indian subcontinent and 
establish ties with China, with whom Pakistan was very close.  

 
President Nixon at the arrival ceremony for Prime Minister  

Indira Gandhi, on the South Lawn of the White House, 1971. 

The frosty personal relationship between Nixon and Indira further contributed to the poor 
relationship between the two nations. During the 1971 Indo-Pakistani War, the US openly 
supported Pakistan and even deployed its aircraft carrier USS Enterprisetowards the Bay 
of Bengal, which was seen as a show of force by the US in support of the beleaguered West 
Pakistani forces. Later in 1974, India conducted its first nuclear test, Smiling Buddha, 
which was opposed by the US, however it also concluded that the test did not violate any 
agreement and proceeded with a June 1974 shipment of enriched uranium for 
the Tarapur reactor. 

In the late 1970s, with the anti-Soviet Janata Party leader Morarji Desai becoming the 
Prime Minister, India improved its relations with the US, now led by Jimmy Carter, 
despite the latter signing an order in 1978 barring nuclear material from being exported to 
India due to India's non-proliferation record. 

Despite the return of Indira Gandhi to power in 1980, the relations between the two 
countries continued to improve gradually, although India did not support the United 
States in its role in the Soviet invasion and occupation of Afghanistan. The Reagan 
Administration provided limited assistance to India. India sounded out Washington on the 
purchase of a range of US defence technology, including F-5 aircraft, super computers, 
night vision goggles and radars. In 1984 Washington approved the supply of selected 
technology to India including gas turbines for naval frigates and engines for prototypes for 
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India’s light combat aircraft. There were also unpublicised transfers of technology, 
including the engagement of a US company, Continental Electronics, to design and build a 
new VLF communications station at Tirunelveli in Tamil Nadu, which was commissioned 
in the late 1980s. However, it was not until the late 1990s that there was a significant 
effort by both countries to improve relations with each other. 

 
Indian Prime Minister Morarji Desaiwith US President  

Jimmy Carter, at the Oval office, 1978. 

NDA Government (1998–2004) 

Soon after Atal Bihari Vajpayee became Indian Prime Minister, he authorised nuclear 
weapons testing at Pokhran. The United States strongly condemned this testing, promised 
sanctions, and voted in favour of a United Nations Security Council Resolution 
condemning the tests. President Bill Clinton imposed economic sanctions on India, 
including cutting off all military and economic aid, freezing loans by American banks to 
state-owned Indian companies, prohibiting loans to the Indian Government for all except 
food purchases, prohibiting American aerospace technology and uranium exports to India, 
and requiring the US to oppose all loan requests by India to international lending 
agencies. However, these sanctions proved ineffective - India was experiencing a strong 
economic rise, and its trade with the US only constituted a small portion of its GDP. 
Only Japan joined the US in imposing direct sanctions, while most other nations 
continued to trade with India. The sanctions were soon lifted. Afterward, the Clinton 
administration and Prime Minister Vajpayee exchanged representatives to help rebuild 
relations. 

India emerged in the 21st century as increasingly vital to core US foreign policy interests. 
India, a dominant actor in its region, and the home of more than one billion citizens, is 
now often characterised as a nascent Great Power and an "indispensable partner" of the 
US, one that many analysts view as a potential counterweight to the growing clout 
of China. In March 2000, U.S. President Bill Clinton visited India, undertaking bilateral 
and economic discussions with Prime Minister Vajpayee. During the visit, the Indo-US 
Science & Technology Forum was established. 
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Prime Minister Vajpayee with President Bush in the Oval office, 2001. 

Over the course of improved diplomatic relations with the Bush Administration, India 
agreed to allow close international monitoring of its nuclear weapons development, 
although it has refused to give up its current nuclear arsenal. In 2004, the US decided to 
grant Major non-NATO ally (MNNA) status to Pakistan. The US extended the MNNA 
strategic working relationship to India but the offer was turned down. 

After the September 11 attacks against the US in 2001, President George W. 
Bush collaborated closely with India in controlling and policing the strategically 
critical Indian Ocean sea lanes from the Suez Canal to Singapore. 

UPA I & II GOVERNMENTS (2004–2014) 

During the tenure of the George W. Bush administration, relations between India and the 
United States were seen to have blossomed, primarily over common concerns regarding 
growing Islamic extremism, energy security, and climate change. George W. 
Bush commented, "India is a great example of democracy. It is very devout, has diverse 
religious heads, but everyone is comfortable about their religion. The world needs 
India". Fareed Zakaria, in his book The Post-American World, described George W. Bush 
as "being the most pro-Indian president in American history." Similar sentiments are 
echoed by Rejaul Karim Laskar, a scholar of Indian foreign policy and ideologue of India's 
Congress Party- the largest constituent of the UPA. According to Laskar, the UPA rule 
has seen a "transformation in bilateral ties with the US", as a result of which the relations 
now covers "a wide range of issues, including high technology, space, education, 
agriculture, trade, clean energy, counter-terrorism, etc". 

After the December 2004 tsunami, the US and Indian navies cooperated in search and 
rescue operations and in the reconstruction of affected areas. 

Since 2004, Washington and New Delhi have been pursuing a "strategic partnership" that 
is based on shared values and generally convergent geopolitical interests. Numerous 
economic, security, and global initiatives - including plans for civilian nuclear cooperation 
- are underway. This latter initiative, first launched in 2005, reversed three decades of 
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American non-proliferation policy. Also in 2005, the United States and India signed a ten-
year defence framework agreement, with the goal of expanding bilateral security 
cooperation. The two countries engaged in numerous and unprecedented combined 
military exercises, and major US arms sales to India were concluded. An Open Skies 
Agreement was signed in April 2005, enhancing trade, tourism, and business via the 
increased number of flights, and Air India purchased 68 US Boeing aircraft at a cost of $8 
billion. The United States and India also signed a bilateral Agreement on Science and 
Technology Cooperation in 2005. After Hurricane Katrina, India donated $5 million to 
the American Red Cross and sent two planeloads of relief supplies and materials to 
help. Then, on 1 March 2006, President Bush made another diplomatic visit to further 
expand relations between India and the U.S. 

 
Foreign Minister of India Pranab Mukherjee with President Bush, March 2008 

The value of all bilateral trade tripled from 2004 to 2008 and continues to grow, while 
significant two-way investment also grows and flourishes. 

The influence of a large Indian-American community is reflected in the largest country-
specific caucus in the United States Congress, while between 2009-2010 more than 
100,000 Indian students have attended American colleges and universities. 

In November 2010, President Barack Obama visited India and addressed a joint session of 
the Indian Parliament, where he backed India's bid for a permanent seat on the United 
Nations Security Council. 

Between 2004 and 2014 Western think-tanks, especially in the US and UK, failed to 
foresee the swing in electoral voting patterns of the growing middle-class and anticipate 
the scale of political change in India brought about by improvements in basic education 
and freedom of the press. According to Michael Kugelman, South and Southeast Asia 
expert at the Woodrow Wilson International Center, the US was unprepared to meet new 
challenges in India because of its "inability to keep pace with the transformations." 
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STRATEGIC AND MILITARY DETERMINANTS 

In March 2009, the Obama Administration cleared the US$2.1 billion sale of eight P-8 
Poseidons to India. This deal, and the $5 billion agreement to provide Boeing C-
17 military transport aircraft and General Electric F414 engines announced during 
Obama's November 2010 visit, makes the US one of the top three military suppliers to 
India (after Israel and Russia). Indians have raised concerns about contract clauses 
forbidding the offensive deployment of these systems. India is trying to resolve 
performance-related issues on the Boeing P-8I that have already been delivered to India. 

US Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Mike Mullen has encouraged stronger military 
ties between India and the United States, and said that "India has emerged as an 
increasingly important strategic partner [of the US]". US Undersecretary of State William 
Joseph Burns also said, "Never has there been a moment when India and America 
mattered more to each other."  The Deputy Secretary of Defence, Ashton Carter, during 
his address to the Asia Society in New York on August 1, 2012, said that India–US 
relationship has a global scope, in terms of the reach and influence of both countries. He 
also said that both countries are strengthening the relations between their defence and 
research organisations. 

REVELATIONS ABOUT US SPYING OPERATIONS AGAINST INDIA 

India, in July and November 2013, demanded that the US respond to revelations that the 
Indian UN mission in New York City and the Indian Embassy in Washington had been 
targeted for spying. 

On 2 July 2014, U.S. diplomats were summoned by the Indian Ministry of External Affairs 
to discuss allegations that the National Security Agency had spied upon private 
individuals and political entities within India. A 2010 document leaked by Edward 
Snowden and published by the Washington Post revealed that US intelligence agencies 
had been authorised to spy on the Indian Prime-Minister Narendra Modi. 

WikiLeaks revelations that Western intelligence agencies have used foreign aid workers 
and staff at NGOs as non-official cover prompted the Government of India to step-up the 
monitoring of satellite phones and movement of personnel working for humanitarian relief 
organisations and development aid agencies in the vicinity of sensitive locations. 

FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES 

According to some analysts, India-US relations have been strained over the Obama 
administration's approach to Pakistan and the handling of the Taliban insurgency in 
Afghanistan. India's National Security Adviser, M.K. Narayanan, criticised the Obama 
administration for linking the Kashmir dispute to the instability in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, and said that by doing so, President Obama was "barking up the wrong 
tree." Foreign Policy in February 2009 also criticised Obama's approach to South Asia, 
saying that "India can be a part of the solution rather than part of the problem" in South 
Asia. It also suggested that India take a more proactive role in rebuilding Afghanistan, 
irrespective of the attitude of the Obama Administration. In a clear indication of growing 
rift between the two countries, India decided not to accept a US invitation to attend a 
conference on Afghanistan at the end of February 2009. Bloomberg has also reported that, 
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since the 2008 Mumbai attacks, the public mood in India has been to pressure Pakistan 
more aggressively to take actions against the culprits behind the terrorist attack, and that 
this might reflect on the upcoming Indian general elections in May 2009. Consequently, 
the Obama Administration may find itself at odds with India's rigid stance against 
terrorism. 

India and US Governments have differed on a variety of regional issues ranging from 
India's cordial relations with Iran and Russia to foreign policy disagreements relating to 
Sri Lanka, Maldives, Myanmar and Bangladesh. 

Robert Blake, Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Affairs, dismissed 
any concerns over a rift with India regarding American AfPak policy. Calling India and 
the United States "natural allies", Blake said that the United States cannot afford to meet 
the strategic priorities in Pakistan and Afghanistan at "the expense of India". 

India criticised the Obama Administration's decision to limit H-1B (temporary) visas, and 
India's then External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee (later, the President of 
India until 2017) said that his country would oppose US "protectionism" at various 
international forums. India's Commerce Minister, Kamal Nath, said that India may move 
against Obama's outsourcing policies at the World Trade Organization. However, the 
outsourcing advisory head of KPMG said that India had no reason to worry, since Obama's 
statements were directed against "outsourcing being carried out by manufacturing 
companies" and not outsourcing of IT-related services. 

In May 2009, Obama reiterated his anti-outsourcing views and criticised the current US 
tax policy "that says you should pay lower taxes if you create a job in Bangalore, India, 
than if you create one in Buffalo, New York." However, during the US India Business 
Councilmeeting in June 2009, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton advocated for 
stronger economic ties between India and the United States. She also rebuked 
protectionist policies, saying that "[United States] will not use the global financial crisis as 
an excuse to fall back on protectionism. We hope India will work with us to create a more 
open, equitable set of opportunities for trade between our nations." 

President Barack Obama, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, and the Indian delegation at 
the U.S.-India Strategic Dialogue reception at the Department of State in Washington, 
D.C., 2010. 

In June 2010, the United States and India formally re-engaged the US-India Strategic 
Dialogue initiated under President Bush when a large delegation of high-ranking Indian 
officials, led by External Affairs Minister S.M. Krishna, visited Washington, D.C. As 
leader of the US delegation, Secretary of State Clinton lauded India as "an indispensable 
partner and a trusted friend". President Obama appeared briefly at a United States 
Department of Statereception to declare his firm belief that America's relationship with 
India "will be one of the defining partnerships of the 21st century." The Strategic Dialogue 
produced a joint statement in which the two countries pledged to "deepen people-to-people, 
business-to-business, and Government-to-Government linkages ... for the mutual benefit 
of both countries and for the promotion of global peace, stability, economic growth and 
prosperity." It outlined extensive bilateral initiatives in each of ten key areas: (1) 
advancing global security and countering terrorism, (2) disarmament and 
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nonproliferation, (3) trade and economic relations, (4) high technology, (5) energy security, 
clean energy, and climate change, (6) agriculture, (7) education, (8) health, (9) science and 
technology, and (10) development. 

In November 2010, Obama became the second US President (after Richard Nixon in 1969) 
to undertake a visit to India in his first term in office. On 8 November, Obama also 
became the second US President (after Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1959) to ever address 
a joint session of the Parliament of India. In a major policy shift, Obama declared US 
support for India's permanent membership on the UN Security Council. Calling the India-
US relationship "a defining partnership of the 21st century", he also announced the 
removal of export control restrictions on several Indian companies, and concluded trade 
deals worth $10 billion, which are expected to create and/or support 50,000 jobs in the US. 

DEVYANI KHOBRAGADE INCIDENT 

In December 2013, Devyani Khobragade, the Deputy Consul General of India in New 
York, was arrested and accused by U.S. federal prosecutors of submitting false work visa 
documents for her housekeeper and paying the housekeeper "far less than the minimum 
legal wage." The ensuing incident caused protests from the Indian Government and a rift 
in India–United States relations; Indians expressed outrage that Khobragade was strip-
searched (a routine practice for all persons arrested by the U.S. Marshals Service) and 
held in the general inmate population. For example, former Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh said that Khobragade's treatment was "deplorable". 

India demanded an apology from the U.S. over her alleged "humiliation" and called for the 
charges to be dropped, which the U.S. declined to do. The Indian Government retaliated 
for what it viewed as the mistreatment of its consular official by revoking the ID cards and 
other privileges of U.S. consular personnel and their families in India and removing 
security barriers in front of the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi. 

The Indian Government also blocked non-diplomats from using the American Community 
Support Association (ACSA) club and American Embassy Club in New Delhi, ordering 
these social clubs to cease all commercial activities benefiting non-diplomatic personnel by 
16 January 2014. The ACSA club operates a bar, bowling alley, swimming pool, 
restaurant, video-rentals club, indoor gym and a beauty parlour within the embassy 
premises. Tax-free import clearances given to US diplomats and consular officials for 
importing food, alcohol and other domestic items were revoked with immediate effect. U.S. 
embassy vehicles and staff are no longer immune from penalties for traffic violations. 
American diplomats were asked to show work contracts of all domestic help (cooks, 
gardeners, drivers and security staff) employed within their households. Indian 
authorities also conducted an investigation into the American Embassy School. 

Khobragade was subject to prosecution at the time of her arrest because she had 
only consular immunity (which gives one immunity from prosecution only for acts 
committed in connection with official duties) and not the more extensive diplomatic 
immunity. After her arrest, the Indian Government moved Khobragade to the Indian's 
mission to the United Nations, upgrading her status and conferring diplomatic immunity 
on her; as a result, the federal indictment against Khobragade was dismissed in March 
2014, although the door was left open to refiling of charges. A new indictment was filed 
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against Khobragade, but by that point she had left the country. (In an effort to resolve the 
dispute, the U.S. State Department had told Khobragade to leave the country). 

Nancy J. Powell, the U.S. ambassador to India, resigned following the incident, which was 
widely seen by India "as fallout from the imbroglio." Some commentators suggested that 
the incident and response could lead to wider damage in U.S.-India relations.Former 
Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha called for the arrest of same-sex companions of US 
diplomats, citing the Supreme Court of India's upholding of Section 377 of the Indian 
Penal Code whereby homosexuality is illegal in India. Former State Department legal 
advisor John Bellinger questioned whether the decision to arrest and detain Khobragade 
was "wise policy ... even if technically permissible" under the Vienna Convention on 
Consular Relations, while Robert D. Blackwill, the former U.S. ambassador to India from 
2001 to 2003, said the incident was "stupid." Nevertheless, within a year of the incident, 
U.S.-India relations were warming again, as U.S. President Obama visited India in 
January 2015. 

Speaking at Harvard Law School in 2014, U.S. Attorney in Manhattan Preet Bharara, in 
the Khobragade case, said: "(It was) not the crime of the century but a serious crime 
nonetheless, that is why the State Department opened the case, that is why the State 
Department investigated it. That is why career agents in the State Department asked 
career prosecutors in my office to approve criminal charges." Bharara, who was born in 
India, said that he was upset by attacks on him in the Indian press. 

Khobragade was originally a highly sympathetic figure in India, as Indians viewed her 
arrest as an affront to national dignity. Opinions in India shifted, however, after 
Khobragade was the subject of two inquiries by the Indian Government. One internal 
investigation found that Khobragade had violated regulations "by failing to inform the 
Government that her children had been issued American passports" and resulted in 
Khobragade being administratively disciplined; a second inquiry was held into 
Khobragade's series of interviews about the case, undertaken without authorization from 
the Ministry of External Affairs. 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN US GOVERNMENT AND CHIEF MINISTER OF 
GUJARAT NARENDRA MODI (2001-2014) 

Narendra Modi, the Chief Minister of Gujarat between 2001 and 2014, became the Prime 
Minister of India on 26 May 2014 after the Bharatiya Janata Party decisively won 
the 2014 Indian General Elections. The US Government completely failed to anticipate the 
political rise of Narendra Modi to the office of Prime Minister of India. 

Sectarian violence during the 2002 Gujarat riots damaged relations between the US 
Government and Narendra Modi, the then incumbent Chief Minister of Gujarat. Human 
rights activists accused Modi of fostering anti-Muslim violence. New-York based 
NGO Human Rights Watch, in their 2002 report directly implicated Gujarat state officials 
in the violence against Muslims. 

In 2012, a Special Investigation Team (SIT) appointed by the Indian Supreme Court found 
no "prosecutable evidence" against Modi. The Supreme Court of India absolved Narendra 
Modi of any criminal wrongdoing during the 2002 Gujarat riots. 
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Prior to Narendra Modi becoming the Prime Minister of India, the US Government had 
made it known that Modi as Chief Minister of Gujarat would not be permitted to travel to 
the US. Michael Kugelman of the Wilson Center opined that although technically 
speaking there was no US 'visa ban' from 2005 to 2014, the US Government policy of 
considering Modi as persona non grata had resulted in a defacto travel-ban. After the US 
revoked his existing B1/B2 visa in 2005 and refused to accept his application for an A2 
visa, the US State Department affirmed that the visa policy remained unchanged : "(Mr 
Modi) is welcome to apply for a visa and await a review like any other applicant". 

Exploring opportunities on how to move the relationship out of a state of morose, Lisa 
Curtis, senior research fellow for South Asia in the Asian Studies Center of the Heritage 
Foundation, says that "the U.S. must first signal its willingness and commitment to 
collaborating with the new Government—and that it will not dwell on the controversy of 
the 2002 Gujarat riots, which led the U.S. to revoke Modi’s visa in 2005." 

On 11 June 2014, Robert Blackwill, the former Coordinator for Strategic Planning and 
Deputy US National Security Advisor during the presidency of George W. Bush, spoke at 
length about India-US relations and said : "Mr Modi is a determined leader. He is candid 
and frank. I also worked with him during the Gujarat earthquake when I was posted as 
(the US) ambassador to India. (...) It was mistake by the current Obama administration to 
delay engagement with Mr Modi. I do not know why they did so but definitely, this did not 
help in building relationship. (...) The old formula and stereotypes will not work if the US 
administration wants to engage with Mr Modi. The Indian prime minister is candid, direct 
and smart. He speaks his mind. The US administration also has to engage in candid 
conversation when Mr Modi meets President Obama later this year. They have to do 
something innovative to engage with him."  

2005 DENIAL OF VISA APPLICATION AND REVOCATION OF VISA 

In 2005, the US Department of State used a 1998 International Religious Freedom Act 
(IRFA) provision to revoke Modi’s tourist/business visa citing section 212 (a) (2) (g) of the 
US Immigration and Nationality Act. The IRFA provision "makes any foreign Government 
official who ‘was responsible for or directly carried out, at any time, particularly severe 
violations of religious freedom’ ineligible for a visa to the United States." 

David C. Mulford, the US Ambassador to India from 2003 to 2009, justified the rejection of 
a diplomatic visa to Modi in a statement released on 21 March 2005 stating that the US 
State Department re-affirmed the original decision to revoke Modi's tourist/business visa 
to which India's highest judiciary abstained all the charges from Modi later on the 
particular issue: 

This decision applies to Mr. Narendra Modi only. It is based on the fact that, as head 
of the State Government in Gujarat between February 2002 and May 2002, he was 
responsible for the performance of state institutions at that time. The State 
Department's detailed views on this matter are included in its annual Country 
Reports on Human Rights Practices and the International Religious Freedom 
Report. Both reports document the violence in Gujarat from February 2002 to May 
2002 and cite the Indian National Human Rights Commission report, which states 
there was "a comprehensive failure on the part of the state Government to control the 
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persistent violation of rights of life, liberty, equality, and dignity of the people of the 
state."  

Modi remains the only person ever to be banned to travel to the United States of America 
under the International Religious Freedom Act (IRFA) provision of US Immigration and 
Nationality Act (INA) due to political interest. 

Robert Blackwill, former US ambassador to India opined : "I think it was a serious 
mistake on the part of the last (Bush) administration to do that (deny Modi a visa) and the 
current (Obama) administration to keep it in place... all the way till the 2014 Indian 
elections,".Blackwill highlighted the decision to deny Modi a visa as "absolutely unique" 
involving private political interest saying that the people who made the decision "thought, 
it’s pretty safe, because, he’s never going to be Prime Minister". Modi was found not guilty 
of the charges by India's judiciary. 

Nicholas Burns, former U.S. Undersecretary of State for Political Affairs from 2005 to 
2008, has spoken about the visa denial by saying : "Bush administration officials, 
including me, believed this to be the right decision at the time." and has opined that "Now 
that it looks like Modi will become prime minister, it’s reasonable for the Obama 
administration to say it’s been 12 years [since the 2002 riots], and we’ll be happy to deal 
with him" 

2009 USCIRF VISA BLACK-LIST 

In 2009, the US Commission for International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) report  after 
ignoring the views and decision of independent body (SIT) set up by India's highest 
judiciary vehemently alleged that there was "significant evidence" linking Narendra Modi 
to communal riots in the state in 2002 and asked the Obama administration to continue 
the policy of preventing him from travelling to the United States of America . 

The Obama administration maintained the 2005 decision taken by the George W. Bush 
administration to deny Narendra Modi entry into the United States of America. The US 
Government says that Modi can circumvent the USCIRF sanctions regime by visiting 
Washington on a Heads of Government A1-visa as long as he is the Prime Minister of 
India. According to US State Department Spokesperson, Jen Psaki : "US law exempts 
foreign Government officials, including heads of state and heads of Government from 
certain potential inadmissibility grounds,". The visa refusal came after some Indian-
American groups and human rights organizations with political view campaigned against 
Modi, including the Coalition Against Genocide. 

BJP GOVERNMENT (2014–PRESENT) 

At present, India and the US share an extensive and expanding cultural, strategic, 
military, and economic relationship which is in the phase of implementing confidence 
building measures (CBM) to overcome the legacy of trust deficit - brought about by 
adversarial US foreign policies  and multiple instances of technology denial  - which have 
plagued the relationship over several decades.Unrealistic expectations after the conclusion 
of the 2008 U.S.–India Civil Nuclear Agreement (which underestimated negative public 
opinion regarding the long-term viability of nuclear power generation and civil-society 
endorsement for contractual guarantees on safeguards and liability) has given way to 
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pragmatic realism and refocus on areas of cooperation which enjoy favourable political and 
electoral consensus. 

 
Prime Minister Of India Narendra Modi with U.S. President Barack Obama 

Key recent developments include the rapid growth of India's economy, closer ties between 
the Indian and American industries especially in the Information and communications 
technology (ICT), engineering and medical sectors, an informal entente to manage an 
increasingly assertive China, robust cooperation on counter-terrorism, the deterioration 
of U.S.-Pakistan relations, easing of export controls over dual-use goods & technologies 
(99% of licenses applied for are now approved), and reversal of long-standing American 
opposition to India's strategic program. 

Income creation in the USA through knowledge-based employment by Asian Indians has 
outpaced every other ethnic group according to U.S. Census data. Growing financial and 
political clout of the affluent Asian Indiandiaspora is noteworthy. Indian American 
households are the most prosperous in the USA with a median revenue of US$100,000, 
followed by Chinese Americans at US$65000. The average household revenue in the USA 
is US$50000. 

US and India continue to differ on issues ranging from trade to civil liberties. The Indian 
Home Ministry, through an affidavit submitted to the Delhi High Court on 13 February 
2015, claimed that Country Reports on Rights & Practices have become instruments of 
foreign policy: "The US, UK and EU have clearly mentioned in Government documents 
and pronouncements that these reports are made for the purpose of their being used as 
instruments of foreign policy." The affidavit also claimed that the reports by US, UK and 
European Parliament were biased since they "do not provide opportunity to the 
Government of India or the local embassy/high commission to record their opinion and are 
heavily biased against the targeted country". The 2014 State Department’s 
annual Trafficking in Persons (TIP) report appeared to classify the Khobragade incident 
as an example of human trafficking, stating: "An Indian consular officer at the New York 
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consulate was indicted in December 2013 for visa fraud related to her alleged exploitation 
of an Indian domestic worker."In response, India has shown no urgency to allow visits to 
India by the newly appointed US anti-people trafficking ambassador Susan P. 
Coppedge and the US special envoy for LGBT rights Randy Berry. Under Section 377 of 
the Indian Penal Code homosexuality is illegal in India. Indian Ambassador to the USA, 
Arun K.Singh reiterated India's commitment to work within an international framework 
to tackle the problem of trafficking but rejected any "unilateral assessments" by another 
country saying "We will never accept it" and downplayed the importance of the visits: 
"When you ask a U.S. official when somebody will be given a visa, they always say ‘we will 
assess when visa is applied for.’ ... I can do no better than to reiterate the U.S. position." 

In February 2016, the Obama administration notified the US Congress that it intended to 
provide Pakistan eight nuclear-capable F-16 fighters and assorted military goods 
including eight AN/APG-68(V)9 airborne radars and eight ALQ-211(V)9 electronic warfare 
suites despite strong reservations from US lawmakers regarding the transfer of any 
nuclear weapons capable platforms to Pakistan. Shashi Tharoor, an elected representative 
from the Congress party in India, questioned the substance of India-US ties: "I am very 
disappointed to hear this news. The truth is that continuing to escalate the quality of arms 
available to an irresponsible regime that has sent terrorists to India, and in the name of 
anti-terrorism, is cynicism of the highest order,". The Indian Government summoned the 
US Ambassador to India to convey its disapproval regarding the sale of F-16 fighter jets to 
Pakistan. 

In February 2017, Indian ambassador to the U.S. Navtej Sarna hosted a reception for 
the National Governors Association (NGA), which was attended by the Governors of 25 
states and senior representatives of 3 more states. This was the first time such an event 
has occurred. Explaining the reason for the gathering, Virginia Governor and NGA 
Chair Terry McAuliffe stated that "India is America's greatest strategic partner". He 
further added, "We clearly understand the strategic importance of India, of India-US 
relations. As we grow our 21st century economy, India has been so instrumental in helping 
us build our technology, medical professions. We recognise a country that has been such a 
close strategic ally of the US. That's why we the Governors are here tonight." McAuliffe, 
who has visited India 15 times, also urged other Governors to visit the country with trade 
delegations to take advantage of opportunities. 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN US GOVERNMENT AND PRIME MINISTER OF 
INDIA NARENDRA MODI (2014 ONWARDS) 

MODI'S VISIT TO AMERICA, 2014 

During the run-off to the 2014 Indian general election, there was wide-ranging scepticism 
regarding the future of the India-US strategic relationship. Narendra Modi, whose US visa 
had been revoked while he was the Chief Minister of Gujarat, had been boycotted by US 
officials for almost a decade for his alleged role in the 2002 Gujarat riots. However, 
sensing Modi’s inevitable victory well before the election, the US Ambassabor Nancy 
Powell had reached out to him. Moreover, following his 2014 election as the Prime 
Minister of India President Obama congratulated him over telephone and invited him to 
visit the US. US Secretary of State John Kerry visited New Delhi on 1 August to prepare 
the grounds for Modi's first ever US visit as Prime Minister. In September 2014, days 
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before visiting the US in an interview to CNN’s Fareed Zakaria, Modi said that "India and 
the United States are bound together, by history and culture" but acknowledged that there 
have been "ups and downs" in relations. Modi travelled to US from 27–30 September 
2014, beginning with his maiden address in the United Nations general assembly followed 
by attending a gala public reception by the Indian American community in New 
York’s Madison Square Garden before heading Washington, D.C. for the bilateral talk 
with Obama.  

While there, Modi also met several American business leaders and invited them to join his 
ambitious Make in India program in a bid to make India a manufacturing hub. 

BARACK OBAMA'S VISIT TO INDIA, 2015 

President Barack Obama became the first US president to be the chief guest of the 66th 
Republic Day celebrations of India held on 26 January 2015. India and the US held their 
first ever bilateral dialogue on the UN and multilateral issues in the spirit of the "Delhi 
Declaration of Friendship" that strengthens and expands the two countries' relationship 
as part of the Post-2015 Development Agenda.  

The conspicuous absence of major announcements, a key indicator of the state of US 
relations with the host country, led political commentators in both countries to highlight 
the confidence-building aspects of the visit 

MODI's VISIT TO AMERICA, 2015 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi toured the Silicon Valley and met with entrepreneurs - 
several of whom are persons of Indian origin - involved in successful microelectronics, 
digital communications and biotechnology start-ups to promote the NDA 
Government's Make in India initiative. Modi left the U.S. West Coast and travelled to 
New York for the 2015 UN General Assembly meeting where he had bilateral discussions 
with US President Barack Obama. 

MODI's VISIT TO AMERICA, 2016 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi while visiting the United States addressed a joint session 
of Congress highlighting the common traits of both democracies and long-term friendship 
between the two countries. In a speech lasting more than 45 minutes, Mr. Modi drew on 
parallels between the two countries and addressed a variety of issues where the two 
countries have worked together in the past and where the future course of action would 
lie. 

MODI's VISIT TO AMERICA, 2017 

On June 26 Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited US and met President Donald Trump. 
On 8 November 2017, US has announced a grant of nearly USD 500,000 for organisations 
which can come up with ideas and projects to promote religious freedom in India and Sri 
Lanka 

MILITARY RELATIONS 

The U.S. has four "foundational" agreements that it signs with its defence partners. The 
Pentagon describes the agreements as "routine instruments that the U.S. uses to promote 
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military cooperation with partner-nations". American officials have stated that the 
agreements are not prerequisites for bilateral defence co-operation, but would make it 
simpler and more cost-effective to carry out activities such as refueling aircraft or ships in 
each other's countries and providing disaster relief. The first of the four agreements, the 
General Security Of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA), was signed by India and 
the U.S. in 2002. The agreement enables the sharing of military intelligence between the 
two countries and requires each country to protect the others' classified information. The 
second agreement, the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), was 
signed by the two countries on 29 August 2016. The LEMOA permits the military of either 
country to use the others' bases for re-supplying or carrying out repairs. The agreement 
does not make the provision of logistical support binding on either country, and requires 
individual clearance for each request. 

 
U.S. and Indian Army soldiers during the opening ceremony of Yudh Abhyas 2015 

 
Sailors assigned to the guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97) stand in ranks as the  

Indian Navy destroyer Satpura (F-48) pulls alongside Halsey during a Malabar 2012 exercise. 
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U.S. Soldiers with the 3rd Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division and Indian Army soldiers  

with the 6th Battalion of the Kumaon Regiment, fire each other’s weapons during  
Yudh Abhyas 2015 at Joint Base Lewis-McChord. 

 
USAF F-15C Eagles (middle of V formation) from Elmendorf AFB, Alaska,  

fly with Indian air force SU-30MKI Flankers (rear) and Mirage 2000 aircraft  
over the Indian landscape during Cope India 04, the first bilateral  
fighter exercise between the two air forces in more than 40 years. 

The remaining two agreements that have not yet been signed are the Communications 
and Information Security Memorandum of Agreement (CISMOA) and the Basic Exchange 
and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) for Geospatial Intelligence. CISMOA enables the two 
countries to share secure communication and exchange information on approved 
equipment during bilateral and multinational training exercises and operations. BECA 
permits the exchange of unclassified and controlled unclassified geospatial products, 
topographical, nautical, and aeronautical data, products and services between India and 
the US National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA). Defence Minister Manohar 
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Parikkar stated at the signing of the LEMOA that India would eventually sign the 
remaining two agreements. 

Sgt. Balkrishna Dave, an India-born U.S. Army paratrooper explains weapons range 
safety procedures to Indian Army soldiers before they fire American machine guns. Yudh 
Abhyas. 

An Indian Army officer is greeted by a U.S. Army officer at Fort Bragg, U.S., 2013 

Harsh V. Pant, professor of International relations at King's College London, highlighted 
the importance of India to US strategic planning by saying: "India is key to the US’ ability 
to create a stable balance of power in the larger Indo-Pacific and at a time of resource 
constraints, it needs partners like India to shore up its sagging credibility in the region in 
face of Chinese onslaught." Robert Boggs, professor of South Asia Studies at the Near East 
South Asia Center for Strategic Studies, opines that the US "overestimates both India’s 
desire to improve the relationship and the benefits doing so would bring". Neelam Deo, 
director of foreign policy think tank Gateway House, underscored the importance that 
India attaches safeguarding its national interests by saying: "India is a big country, with 
its own strategic objectives and imperatives and it will act on opportunities where 
interests converge, as it has done in the past." 

Recognising India as a key to its strategic interests, the United States has sought to 
strengthen its relationship with India. The two countries are the world's largest 
democracies, and both are committed to political freedom protected by representative 
Government. The US and India have a common interest in the free flow of commerce and 
resources, including through the vital sea lanes of the Indian Ocean. In recent years, India 
has conducted large joint military exercises with the US in the Indian Ocean. 

There have been some differences, however, including US concerns over the nuclear 
weapons programmes and the pace of economic reforms in India. In the past, these 
concerns may have dominated US thinking, but today the US views India as a 
growing world power with which it shares common strategic interests. A strong 
partnership between the two countries will continue to address differences and shape a 
dynamic and collaborative future. 

In a meeting between President George W Bush and Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee in November 2001, the two leaders expressed a strong interest in transforming 
the US-India bilateral relationship. High-level meetings and concrete cooperation between 
the two countries increased during 2002 and 2003. In January 2004, the US and India 
launched the "Next Steps in Strategic Partnership" (NSSP), which was both a milestone in 
the transformation of the bilateral relationship and a blueprint for its further progress. 

In July 2005, Bush hosted Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in Washington, D.C. The two 
leaders announced the successful completion of the NSSP, as well as other agreements 
which further enhanced cooperation in the areas of civil nuclear, civil space, and high-
technology commerce. Other initiatives announced included a US-India economic dialogue, 
the fight Against HIV/AIDS, disaster relief, technology cooperation, an agriculture 
knowledge initiative, a trade policy forum, energy dialogue, CEO Forum, and an initiative 
to assist each other in furthering democracy and freedom. President Bush made a 
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reciprocal visit to India in March 2006, during which the progress of these initiatives were 
reviewed, and new initiatives were launched. 

In June 2015, US defence secretary Ashton Carter visited India and became the first 
American defence secretary to visit an Indian military command. In December of the same 
year, Manohar Parrikar became the first Indian defence minister to visit the US Pacific 
Command. 

In March 2016, India has rejected a proposal by the USA to join naval patrols in the South 
China Sea alongside Japan and Australia. Defense Minister Manohar Parrikar said: 
"India has never taken part in any joint patrol; we only do joint exercises. The question of 
joint patrol does not arise.” 

In January 2017, Peter Lavoy, Senior Director for South Asian Affairs at the U.S. 
National Security Council, declared that the partnership between India and the United 
States under Barack Obama's administration had been "incredibly successful". Lavoy 
stated, "I can tell you quite definitively that due to our partnerships, several terrorism 
plots were foiled. Indian lives and American lives were saved because of this partnership." 

NUCLEAR COOPERATION 

In late September 2001, President Bush lifted sanctions imposed under the terms of the 
1994 Nuclear Proliferation Prevention Act following India's nuclear tests in May 1998. A 
succession of non-proliferation dialogues bridged many of the gaps in understanding 
between the countries. In December 2006, the US Congress passed the historic Henry J. 
Hyde US-India Peaceful Atomic Cooperation Act, which allows direct civilian nuclear 
commerce with India for the first time in 30 years. US policy had been opposed to nuclear 
cooperation with India in prior years because India had developed nuclear weapons 
against international conventions, and had never signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NNPT). The legislation clears the way for India to buy US nuclear reactors and 
fuel for civilian use. 

The India–United States Civil Nuclear Agreement also referred to as the "123 
Agreement", signed on 10 October 2008 is a bilateral agreement for peaceful nuclear 
cooperation which governs civil nuclear trade between American and Indian firms to 
participate in each other's civil nuclear energy sector. For the agreement to be operational, 
nuclear vendors and operators must comply with India’s 2010 Nuclear Liability Act which 
stipulates that nuclear suppliers, contractors and operators must bear financial 
responsibility in case of an accident. 

Prominent industrial accidents (1984 Bhopal chemical-gas disaster and the 2011 
Fukushima nuclear disaster) has led to greater scrutiny by civil society into corporate 
responsibility and financial liability obligations of vendors and operators of critical 
infrastructure. In 2010, the Indian Parliament voted the Civil Liability for Nuclear 
Damage Act to address concerns and provide civil liability for nuclear damage and prompt 
compensation to the victims of a nuclear incident. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

The United States is one of India's largest direct investors. From 1991 to 2004, the stock of 
FDI inflow has increased from USD $11.3 million to $344.4 million, and totaling $4.13 



309 

 

billion. This is a compound rate increase of 57.5 percent annually. Indian direct 
investments abroad began in 1992, and Indian corporations and registered partnership 
firms are now allowed to invest in businesses up to 100 percent of their net worth. India's 
largest outgoing investments are in the manufacturing sector, which accounts for 54.8 
percent of the country's foreign investments. The second largest are in non-financial 
services (software development), accounting for 35.4 percent of investments. 

TRADE RELATIONS 

 
U.S. President George W. Bushand Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh  
during a meeting with Indian and American business leaders in New Delhi. 

The US is India's second largest trading partner, and India is its 9th largest trading 
partner. In 2015, the US exported $21.5 billion worth of goods to India, and imported 
$44.8 billion worth of Indian goods. Major items imported from India include information 
technology services, textiles, machinery, gems and diamonds, chemicals, iron and steel pro
ducts, coffee, tea, and other edible food products. Major American items imported by India 
include aircraft, fertilisers, computer hardware, scrap metal, and medical equipment. The 
United States is also India's largest investment partner, with a direct investment of $10 
billion (accounting for 9 percent of total foreign investment). Americans have made 
notable foreign investments in the Asian country's power generation, telecommunications, 
ports, roads, petroleum exploration and processing, and mining industries. 

American imports from India amounted to $46.6 billion or 2% of its overall imports, and 
15.3% of India's overall exports in 2015. The 10 major commodities exported from India to 
the US were: 

1. Gems, precious metals and coins ($9.5 billion) 
2. Pharmaceuticals ($6.1 billion) 
3. Oil ($2.8 billion) 
4. Machinery: $2.5 billion 
5. Other textiles, worn clothing: $2.5 billion 
6. Clothing (not knit or crochet): $2.2 billion 
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7. Organic chemicals: $2.1 billion 
8. Knit or crochet clothing: $1.7 billion 
9. Vehicles: $1.4 billion 
10. Iron or steel products: $1.3 billion 

American exports to India amounted to $20.5 billion or 5.2% of India's overall imports in 
2015. The 10 major commodities exported from the US to India were: 

1. Gems, precious metals and coins ($3.4 billion) 
2. Machinery: $3 billion 
3. Electronic equipment: $1.6 billion 
4. Medical, technical equipment: $1.4 billion 
5. Oil: $1.3 billion 
6. Aircraft, spacecraft: $1.1 billion 
7. Plastics: $815.9 million 
8. Organic chemicals: $799.4 million 
9. Other chemical goods: $769.1 million 
10. Fruits, nuts: $684.7 million 

In July 2005, President Bush and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh created a new 
programme called the Trade Policy Forum. It is run by a representative from each nation. 
The United States Trade Representative was Rob Portman, and the Indian Commerce 
Secretary then-Minister of Commerce Kamal Nath. The goal of the programme is to 
increase bilateral trade and investment flow. There are five main sub-divisions of the 
Trade Policy Forum, including: 

• The Agricultural Trade group has three main objectives: agreeing on terms that will 
allow India to export mangoes to the United States, permitting India's Agricultural 
and Process Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) to certify Indian 
products to the standards of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and executing 
regulation procedures for approving edible wax on fruit. 

• The goals of the Tariff and Non-Tariff Barriers group include agreeing that 
insecticides manufactured by US companies can be sold throughout India. India had 
also agreed to cut special regulations on trading carbonated drinks, many medicinal 
drugs, and lowering regulations on many imports that are not of an agricultural 
nature. Both nations have agreed to discuss improved facets of Indian regulation in 
the trade of jewellery, computer parts, motorcycles, fertiliser, and those tariffs that 
affect American exporting of boric acid. The group has also discussed matters such as 
those wishing to break into the accounting market, Indian companies gaining licenses 
for the telecommunications industry, and setting policies regarding Indian 
media and broadcasting markets. Other foci include the exchange of valuable 
information on recognising different professional services, discussing the movement 
and positioning of people in developing industries, continuation of talks on financial 
services markets, limitation of equities, insurance, retail, joint investment in 
agricultural processing and transportation industries, and small business initiatives. 
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Chapter 51 

DENMARK–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

Denmark–India relations are foreign relations between Denmark and India. Denmark has 
an embassy in New Delhi, and India has an embassy in Copenhagen. 

HISTORY 

Tranquebar, a town in the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, was a Danish colony in 
India from 1620 to 1845. It is spelled Trankebar or Tranquebar in Danish, which comes 
from the native Tamil, Tarangambadi, meaning "place of the singing waves".  

It was sold, along with the other Danish settlements in mainland India, most 
notably Serampore (now in West Bengal), to Great Britain in 1845. The Nicobar 
Islands were also colonized by Denmark, until sold to the British in 1868, who made them 
part of their colony of British India. 

After Independence in 1947, the Indian prime minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's visit to 
Denmark in 1957 laid the foundation for a friendly relationship between India and 
Denmark that has endured ever since.  

The bilateral relations between India and Denmark are cordial and friendly, based on 
cooperation in political, economic, academic and research fields. There have been periodic 
high level visits between the two countries. 

Visit of Prime Minister of Denmark 

Anders Fogh Rasmussen, the former Prime Minister of Denmark, accompanied by a large 
business delegation, paid a State visit to India from February 4–8, 2008. He 
visited Infosys, Biocon and IIM Bangalore in Bangalore and Agra.  

He launched an ‘India Action Plan’, which called for strengthening of the political 
dialogue, strengthening of cooperation in trade and investments, research in science and 
technology, energy, climate and environment, culture, education, student exchanges and 
attracting skilled manpower and IT experts to Denmark for short periods. The two 
countries signed an Agreement for establishment of a Bilateral Joint Commission for 
Coopration. 

PURULIA CASE: INDIA SCALED DOWN DIPLOMATIC TIES WITH DENMARK 

In July 2012, the Govt of India decided to scale down its diplomatic ties with Denmark 
after their refusal to appeal in their Supreme Court against a decision of its lower court 
rejecting the extradition of Purulia arms drop case prime accused Kim Davy a.k.a. Niels 
Holck. Upset over Denmark's refusal to act on India's repeated requests to appeal in their 
apex court to facilitate Davy's extradition to India, the Indian Government issued a 
circular directing all senior officials not to meet or entertain any Danish diplomat posted 
in India. 
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INVESTMENTS 

Denmark ranks 26th among foreign investors in India. Danish direct investment in India 
during 2008 and 2009 was US$ 57 million and US$ 75 million respectively. 

AGREEMENTS 

Important Bilateral Treaties and Agreements: 

• Technical Cooperation Agreement – 1970 
• Bilateral Agreement on an Integrated Fisheries Project at Tadri, Karnataka - 1981 
• Bilateral Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement- 1995 
• Protocol on Avoidance of Double Taxation - 1995 
• MoU Cooperation between CII and Confederation of Danish Industries – 1995 
• Protocol on Foreign Office Consultation - 1995 
• Joint Business Council Agreement between FICCI and the Danish Industry - 2002 
• MoU Biotechnology for Bilateral Cooperation – 2004 
• MoU Clean Development Mechanism – 2008 
• MoU Cooperation in the area of Environment – 2009 
• MoU Labour Mobility Partnership – 2009 
• Social Security Agreement – 2010 
  



313 

 

Chapter 52 

FRANCE–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

France–India relations have traditionally been close and friendly and both countries have 
a 'special relationship' with each other. Both nations have a centuries-old history of trade 
relations. From the 17th century until 1954, France maintained a colonial presence in the 
subcontinent; Puducherry, one of its former Indian territories, is a popular tourism 
destination for French travellers to India. 

 

 
Embassy of India in Paris 

With the establishment of the strategic partnership in 1998, there has been significant 
progress in all areas of bilateral cooperation through regular high-level exchanges at the 
Head of State/Head of Government levels and growing commercial exchanges including in 
strategic areas such as defence, nuclear energy and space.  

France was the first country with which India entered into an agreement on nuclear 
energy following the waiver given by International Atomic Energy Agency and the Nuclear 
Suppliers’ Group enabling India to resume full civil nuclear cooperation with the 
international community.  

There is also a growing and wide-ranging cooperation in areas such as trade and 
investment, culture, science and technology and education. France has consistently 
supported India’s permanent membership of the UNSC. Both India and France are 
proponents of a multipolar world led by regional democracies. 
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Country comparison 

Common 

name 
 India  France 

Coat of Arms 

 

 

 

Flag 

  

 

Official name Republic of India French Republic 
 

Population  1,326,572,000 (2017) estimated 67,201,000 (2017) 
 

Land Area 3,287,263 km² 640,679 km² 
 

Capital New Delhi Paris 

 

Government 

Federal parliamentary 
constitutional republic 

Unitary semi-presidential constitutional 
republic  

Current 

leader(s) 
President: Ram Nath Kovind 
Prime Minister: Narendra Modi 

President: Emmanuel Macron 
Prime Minister: Édouard Philippe  

GDP 

(Nominal) 
$2,611,012 (6th) $2,583,560 (7th) 

 

GDP (PPP) $9,446,789 (3rd) $2,826,456 (10th) 
 

Forex 

reserves 
$424,864 $175,890 
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HISTORY 

 
Portrait of Benoît de Boigneduring his service of the Maratha Empire. 

In the 17th century François Bernier (1625–1688), a French physician and traveler, 
became for 12 years the personal physician of the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb. 

In the 18th century, France was actively involved in the European colonial powerplay in 
the Indian Ocean region. 

The French General Dupleix was allied to Murzapha Jung in the Deccan, and Chanda 
Sahib in the Carnatic Wars, in the conflict against Robert Clive of the East India 
Company. These relationships were beneficial to the French, and French allies gifted 
areas such as the Alamparai Fort in return for the services provided by the French against 
the British. 

 
Statue of Dupleix in Pondicherry, India 
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The French succeeded in the 1746 Battle of Madras, and the French and Indians fought 
together and vanquished Anwaruddin in 1749, but failed in the Battle of Arcot in 1751 
and finally surrendered in 1752. The French again had a success at the capture of Fort St 
David in 1758 under Lally, but were finally defeated at Machilipatnam (1759) 
and Vandavasi (1760). 

The French military adventurer and mercenary, Benoît de Boigne, made his name in India 
under the Marathas, whom he assisted in many battles against the British East India 
Company. 

French had lost pre-eminence in India with the Treaty of Paris (1763), although five 
trading posts were being maintained there, leaving opportunities for disputes and power-
play with Great Britain.France was successful in supporting the American War of 
Independence in 1776, and wished to expel the British from India as well. 

In 1782, Louis XVI sealed an alliance with the Maratha Peshwa Madhav Rao Narayan. As 
a consequence Bussy moved his troops to Ile de France (Mauritius) and later contributed 
to the French effort in India in 1783. Suffren became the ally of Hyder Ali in the Second 
Anglo-Mysore War against British rule in India, in 1782-1783, fighting the British fleet on 
the coasts of India and Ceylon. Between February 1782 until June 1783, Suffren fought 
the English admiral Sir Edward Hughes, and collaborated with the rulers of Mysore. An 
army of 3,000 French soldiers collaborated with Hyder Ali to capture Cuddalore. 

While Great Britain established its authority over the Madras Presidency (covering the 
modern Indian states of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu), France retained control 
of Pondicherry, Karikal, Yanam, and Mahé, as well as maintaining a foothold 
in Chandannagar, now in West Bengal. During the British Raj, many Indian freedom 
fighters (Subramania Bharati, Lala Lajpat Rai, Sri Aurobindo) sought refuge in French 
establishments in India to stay out of reach of the British. 

India in World War I and World War II 

 
Indian reinforcements of 7th (Meerut) Division at Givenchy in December 1914  

heading to participate at Battle of La Basséeduring the Winter operations 1914–1915 
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Indian bicycle troops on the Western Front (World War I)  

at the Battle of the Somme 

Indian Expeditionary Force A, Indian Army Service Corps and Imperial Service 
Troops contributed to defend France during World War I and World War II. 

Darwan Singh Negi, Gabar Singh Negi, Gobind Singh Rathore and Mir Dast were 
awarded the Victoria Cross for exceptional gallantry on French battlefields. Flight 
Lieutenant Hardit Singh Malikof No. 28 Squadron RFC flew a Sopwith Camel over France 
during WWI. 

 
Anneau de la Mémoirememorial of Notre Dame de Lorette Ablain St.-Nazaire French Military 

Cemetery on Vimy Ridge lists the names of Indian wartime casualties in France 
 

 
A Benet–Mercier machine gun section of 2nd  Rajput Light Infantryof  

British Indian Army in action in Flanders, during the winter of 1914–15. 
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Some of the more prominent battles involving troops from the Indian sub-continent: 

• Battle of Neuve Chapelle 
• Battle of Armentières 
• First Battle of Ypres 
• Battle of the Somme 
• Battle of Loos 
• Battle of Bazentin 
• Battle of La Bassée 
• Battle of Flers-Courcelette 
• Battle of Festubert 
• Battle of Aubers Ridge 
• Battle of Cambrai 
• the advance to the Hindenburg Line 
• First Battle of Champagne 

The British Raj and Princely States of India suffered the greatest World War I 
casualties amongst dominions, colonies, protectorates, mandates and other territories of 
the British Empire. It is estimated that between 64,449 and 73,895 Indians died in Europe 
during the First World War (compared to between 59,330 and 62,081 Australians and 
between 58,639 and 64,997 Canadians). Of the 130,000 Indians who served in Somme and 
Flanders theatre of operations during World War One, almost 9,000 died. According to 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 8128 graves of soldiers of the British Indian 
Army and porters of the Indian Labour Corps who perished in WWI and WWII are located 
in France. Marshal Ferdinand Foch, the French Commander at the Battle of Neuve 
Chapelle (4,200 Indian casualties), acknowledged the contribution of troops from India 
and said: "Return to your homes in the distant, sun-bathed East and proclaim how your 
countrymen drenched with their blood the cold northern land of France and Flanders, how 
they delivered it by their ardent spirit from the firm grip of a determined enemy; tell all 
India that we shall watch over their graves with the devotion due to all our dead. We shall 
cherish above all the memory of their example. They showed us the way, they made the 
first steps towards the final victory." 

 
Monument aux Morts French India War Memorial 

on the Beach Road in Pondicherry 
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India Gate in New Delhi commemorates the sacrifices of  

Indian troops including on World War I and World War II battlefields in France 

Due to Hindu funeral rites - where mortal remains are cremated - most Indian casualties 
are commemorated with inscriptions on war memorials at Neuve-Chapelle Indian 
Memorial and the Anneau de la Mémoire of Notre Dame de Lorette Ablain St.-Nazaire 
French Military Cemetery rather than with individual graves. Ayette Indian and Chinese 
Cemetery, La Chapelette British and Indian Cemetery, Neuville-Sous-Montreuil Indian 
Cemetery, Gorre British and Indian Cemetery, Zelobes Indian Cemetery, Étaples Military 
Cemetery, Saint-Martin-lès-Boulogne Meerut Military Cemetery, Cabaret-Rouge British 
Cemetery, Béthune Town Cemetery, Arques-La-Bataille British Cemetery and Mazargues 
War Cemetery, Marseilles are examples of military cemeteries which contain graves or 
memorials to Indian casualties in France. Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery contains the 
grave of Pilot Officer Dastur Rustom Nariman of the Royal Indian Air Force 12 
Sqdn.(R.A.F.). Colonial troops and labourers, including those from the Indian 
Subcontinent, are collectively identified as lascars in French military necropolis as can be 
observed at Notre Dame de Lorette Ablain St.-Nazaire French Military Cemetery. 

A small number of Indians from French India, notably from Chandannagar, served as 
colonial infantrymen in the French Army during World War I. The Monument aux 
Morts in Pondicherry was built in memory of colonial troops from French India. 
Pondicherry responded to the June 1940 appeal by Charles de Gaulle and became the first 
French territory to abandon the collaborationist Vichy regime and join Free France. 

Cession of French territories in India 

France established diplomatic relations with the newly independent India in 1947. An 
agreement between France and India in 1948 stipulated that the inhabitants of France's 
Indian possessions would choose their political future. A treaty of cession was signed by 
the two countries in May 1956. It was ratified by the French parliament in May 1962. On 
August 16, 1962 India and France exchanged the instruments of ratification under which 
France ceded to India full sovereignty over the territories it held. Pondicherry and the 
other enclaves of Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam came to be administered as the Union 
Territory of Puducherry from July 1, 1963. 
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The merits and deficiencies of French colonial presence in India is disputed on accounts of 
the exploitative nature of colonial trade, segregation of French subjects within the colonial 
possessions along ethnic lines (Europeans and Creoles were differentiated from ethnic 
Indians on electoral lists) and the colonial use of indenture labour. 

DEVELOPMENT OF BILATERAL RELATIONS 

The bilateral relations with France, although globally positive, fluctuated in function of 
defence sales to Pakistan (Exocet missiles, Dassault Mirage III, Dassault Mirage 
5 & Breguet Atlantic aircraft and Daphné-class & Agosta 90B-class submarines) and were 
offset by especially strong relations in the fields of civil nuclear energy and aerospace. 

VISITS BY HEAD OF STATE AND HEAD OF GOVERNMENT 

A key milestone in the bilateral relationship was the visit in 1998 by President Jacques 
Chirac. The visit elevated the relationship through the signing of India's first ever 
strategic partnership. 

In January 2008, President Nicolas Sarkozy visited India and was the chief guest at 
India's Republic Day parade. 

In September 2008, Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh made a major visit to 
France. 

On 14 July 2009, Prime Minister of India Manmohan Singh was the Guest of Honour for 
the Bastille Day Celebrations held in Paris. The 2009 Bastille Day military parade opened 
with a contingent of Indian troops drawn from the three services (Indian Army, Indian 
Navyand Indian Air Force). Soldiers including Jawans of Maratha Light 
Infantry Regiment Centre (MLIRC) marched down the Avenue Champs-Élysées to the 
sound of an Indian military band playing Indian martial tunes including Saare Jahan Se 
Achcha, Haste Lushaiand Kadam Kadam Badaye Ja. 

French President Sarkozy undertook his second visit to India from 4–7 December 2010. 

French President Francois Hollande visited India on 14–15 February 2013. 

Indian Prime-Minister Narendra Modi was in Paris on 10–11 April 2015 for strategic 
bilateral discussions with French President François Hollande. A joint status report 
established the current state of the bilateral relationship and plans for the future through 
the April 2015 India-France joint statement. 

On 30 November 2015, Indian Prime-Minister Narendra Modi travelled to France for a 2-
day visit to attend the COP 21 2015 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference in Paris. Narendra Modi and François Hollande jointly invited over 100 world 
leaders to join InSPA(International Agency for Solar Policy & Application) - a global 
initiative to promote low-carbon renewable solar energy technologies. 

JANUARY 2016 VISIT BY FRENCH PRESIDENT FRANÇOIS HOLLANDE 

A French delegation headed by President François Hollande and including several French 
cabinet ministers (foreign minister Laurent Fabius, defence minister Jean-Yves Le Drian, 
finance minister Michel Sapin, culture minister Fleur Pellerin and environment 
minister Segolene Royal) travelled to India on January 24, 2016 for a 3-day visit. 
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Speaking at the Indo-French CEOs Forum and the India France Business Summit in 
Chandigarh on 24 January 2016, President François Hollande set the tone for the visit by 
stating his intentions: "My visit has 2 main goals - Consolidate the strategic partnership 
with India and implement decisions taken during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to 
France". Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi reciprocated by declaring that "India and 
France are made for each other" (...) "The trust and friendship with France is an asset for 
us" and by emphasising the need to consolidate people-to-people ties between India & 
France: "Our strategic partnership is not just between Paris and New Delhi. It is with 
each and every one of you". French President François Hollande was the chief guest at the 
67th. Indian Republic Day parade in New Delhi on January 26, 2016. France is the only 
country to be invited a record-setting 5 times to the highly symbolic national ceremonial 
event. The 2016 Indian Republic Day parade included the first-ever participation of 
foreign troops in the march-past. 124 French Army soldiers from the 35th. Infantry 
Regiment of the 7th. Armoured Brigade based in Belfort and a ceremonial military band-
music contingent based in Lyon marched down Rajpath in New Delhi. 

The visit gained favourable media coverage which underscored the consistently 
cordial and exceptional nature of Indo-French bilateral relations and decoded the political 
significance of the protocol courtesies extended to France. Leading Indian newspapers 
published editorials lauding successful bilateral cooperation in the domains of science and 
technology, aerospace, nuclear energy, defence and counter-terrorism. Kanwal Sibal, the 
former Foreign Secretary of India and who had also been India's Ambassador to France 
opined: "He (President Hollande) recognises the esteem India has for France and the 
growing affinity between the two countries." (...) "Hollande attaches value to the personal 
rapport he has developed with Modi, recognises the dynamism he is imparting to the 
Indian economy and believes in the growing affinity between the two countries. On this 
basis the Indo-French strategic ties should grow in strength." 

MARCH 2018 VISIT BY FRENCH PRESIDENT EMMANUEL MACRON 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi received the French President Emmanuel Macron. 
The two counterparts discussed the French-Indian relations over the years and signed 
multiple agreements. Modi commented that although the strategic partnership between 
the two countries is "just 20 years old, our cultural and spiritual partnership is older. The 
values of liberty, equality, and fraternity echo not just in France but have been embedded 
in India’s Constitution as well." Macron told the media, "We want India as our first 
strategic partner here, and we want to be India’s first strategic partner in Europe, and 
even the western world."  

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP 

The strategic partnership has profited from sustained political investments made at the 
senior-most levels of decision making. The long-standing relationship between France and 
India has resulted in extensive co-operation in the domains of aerospace and civil nuclear 
energy besides military matters. Science and technology cooperation, deep-rooted cultural 
ties, and a historically francophile literary & fine-arts community in India has provided 
solid foundations for the strategic relationship. In November 2011, the Foundation for 
National Security Research in New Delhi published India’s Strategic Partners: A 
Comparative Assessment and ranked India’s top strategic partners with a score out of 90 
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points : Russia comes out on top with 62, followed by the United States (58), France (51), 
UK (41), Germany (37), and Japan (34). 

Voting patterns of France in the UN Security Council on matters of core interest to India 
has endeared the country as all-weather friend of India. France was one of the few nations 
who did not condemn India's nuclear tests in 1998 and has supported India's bid to become 
a permanent member of the UN Security Council as well as G-8. France is one of the 
largest suppliers of nuclear fuel to India, and signed a "Framework Agreement for Civil 
Nuclear Co-operation" in January 2008. After India's waiver from the Nuclear Suppliers 
Group (NSG), both nations signed an agreement that would pave the way for the sale of 
French-made nuclear reactors to India on 30 September 2008. France is a major supplier 
of military equipment to India. Procurement of Dassault Mirage 2000 fighter aircraft and 
a squadron of DCNS Scorpène class submarines (called Kalvari-class submarines) are 
examples of strategic defence acquisitions. The armed-services of both nations conduct 
joint-exercises on an annual basis. France and India also maintain a discreet "strategic 
dialogue" that covers joint cooperation against terrorism. The strategic autonomy of the 
French Force de frappe resonates well within Indian strategic circles. French Overseas 
regions of Réunion and Mayotte establish French sovereign presence in the Indian Ocean. 
Réunion has a significant ethnic Indian population colloquially called Malbars and which 
includes all Réunionnais of Indian origin. Réunion's location in the Indian Ocean makes 
France ideally positioned to leverage advantages of the Neighbourhood first 
policy and Indian Ocean outreach priorities which were announced by the Government of 
Narendra Modi. On 20 November 2015, a week after the attacks in Paris, French Minister 
Laurent Fabius visited New Delhi and met with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj. The talks centered around enhancing cooperation to 
fight terrorism, as well as preparations for the 2015 Climate summit in Paris. After the 
meeting Fabius stated that France and India were "in the same boat" with regards to 
terrorism saying, "I want to say that France is grateful for tremendous support it has 
received from the international community including Indian friends ... We have a good 
cooperation with our Indian friends on this. I was discussion it this morning with Prime 
Minister Modi. We shall develop our cooperation." 

INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE FOR DIALOGUE 

France and India have instituted a Strategic Dialogue at the level of National Security 
Advisers whose 27th round of Strategic Dialogue was held in Paris on 12–13 January 
2015. The last Foreign Office Consultations at the level of Foreign Secretaries was held in 
Paris on 17 June 2013. 

DEFENCE 

FNS Charles de Gaulle at Mormugao Harbour during the harbour phase of Varuna 2015. 

Defense partnership and cooperation is built on historic French and Indian military 
interactions which stretch back to the Carnatic Wars. India was heavily involved in both 
World War I and World War II and suffered huge loss of lives on battlefields in France. 

A 400-strong contingent of the Indian armed forces led the Bastille Day parade in 2009 for 
which the Prime Minister of India was the Guest of Honour - the first time ever that 
Indian troops took part in another country’s national day parade. 
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INS Talwar cruising off the coast of Toulon during Varuna 2012. 

Under the framework of the structured talks under the Indo-French Defence Cooperation 
Agreement several meetings on industrial collaboration and service exchanges are held 
regularly. The 3rd meeting of the JWG on Counter-terrorism was held in New Delhi on 
19–20 November 2012. The 11th meeting of the Indo-French Research Forum (IFRF) was 
held in Paris from 17–19 December 2012. The 15th. High Level Committee for Defence 
Cooperation (HCDC) at the level of Defence Secretaries, met in Paris on 12 January 2015. 

Indo-French Air Force Exercise Garuda IV was held at Istres air base in France from 14–
25 June 2010. Indo-French Joint Naval Exercise Varuna was held in the Mediterranean 
sea off the port of Toulon from 19–22 July 2012. The first Indo-France joint army exercise 
named Shakti was conducted in India at Chaubattia from 9–22 October 2011. In 2013, 
Army chief General Bikram Singh visited Commandement des Forces Terrestres Land 
Forces Command in Lille and the French Military School at Draguignan. In 2015, Vice 
Admiral SPS Cheema, FOC-in-C West was hosted by the French Navy at Toulon. The 
Indo-French Joint Army exercise was held in Rajasthan, India from 19–21 January 2016. 

Indian Prime Minister Modi stated that “We consider France one of our most reliable 
defense allies.” 

Indian and French Navies will be able to use each other's naval bases, under an 
agreement signed in 2018. Indian warships will be able to use French bases in Indian and 
southern Pacific oceans. 

TRADE & INVESTMENT 

Indo-French bilateral trade has been growing though it has still not reached the €12 
billion target set by both the Governments during the visit of the French President to 
India in January 2008. In 2011, bilateral trade had increased by 6% to €7.46 billion. In the 
first ten months of 2012, there has been a decrease of 3.71% in the bilateral trade over the 
same period of 2011. Based on annual data, the Indian exports of services to France have 
shown a growth in the last three years reaching €1.32 bn in 2011 while the imports from 
France fell to €0.66 bn in the same year. 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

France is the 9th largest foreign investor in India with a cumulative investment of 
approximately US$3 billion [Investment was of the order of US$2.98 billion during the 
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period April 2000 to June 2012, which represents 2% of total inflows]. The technical and 
financial collaborations approved with France number 952. Top sectors attracting FDI 
inflows from France are Chemicals (other than fertilisers) (18.80%), Cement and Gypsum 
Products (15.82%), Services Sector (financial & non-financial) (9.41%), Fuels (power & oil 
refinery) (6.47%) & Electrical Equipments (including computer software & electronics) 
(5.34%) and auto sector. There are about 800 French companies in India (subsidiaries or 
JVs, representative offices or branch offices with about 150,000 employees). 

In 2011, India was the 13th largest foreign investor in France in terms of project numbers. 
Indian Investments in France have been growing and Indian companies have invested 
around €1 billion from April 1996 in different sectors like pharmaceuticals (Ranbaxy and 
Wockhardt), Software (Tata Consultancy Services, Infosys & Wipro), Wine (Kingfisher), 
Steel (Tata, Electrosteel), Plastics (Sintex), Railway wagons (Titagarh Wagons), Aerospace 
(Cades/Axis) & Autoparts (Jyoti) etc.110 Indian-owned companies, including 27 greenfield 
investments, are present in France and are employing over 5,600 persons. 

The Indo-French CEOs Forum, formed in 2009, has been tasked to identify new avenues 
for cooperation and take initiatives to facilitate business links between both countries. The 
16th session of the Joint Committee for Economic and Technical Cooperation, at the level 
of Ministers of Commerce which deals with issues related to commerce and trade, was 
held on 23–25 June 2010 in Paris. The fifth meeting of India France CEOs’ Forum was 
held in New Delhi on 22–23 November 2012. 

AEROSPACE 

Indian companies are major clients for Airbus & ATR aircraft. Air India, IndiGo 
Airlines, Jet Airways and AirAsia India host extensive fleets of Airbus passenger aircraft. 

France has been a long-standing and reliable supplier of fighter planes and light utility 
helicopters to the Indian armed services with aircraft such as Breguet Alizé, Dassault 
Ouragan, Dassault Mystère IV, Sepecat Jaguar, Aerospatiale SA 315B Lama, Aérospatiale 
Alouette III and Dassault Mirage 2000. France also supplies Turbomeca TM 333 and 
jointly developed the HAL/Turbomeca Shakti helicopter engines for HAL 
Dhruv. DRDO 3D Multi-Function Control Radar (MFCR) was developed as part of the 
Indian anti-ballistic missile programme in cooperation with THALES of France. DCNS is 
building six Scorpène submarines of INS Kalvari class, which will be armed with 
SM.39 Exocet antiship missiles, under a technology transfer agreement at Mazagon Docks 
in Mumbai. 

Dassault Rafale won the Indian MMRCA competition to supply 126 medium multi-role 
combat aircraft to the Indian Air Force. In April 2015, the inabilities to conclude 
negotiations on contractual obligations  led the Modi Government to transform the 
acquisition into a G2G procurement for 36 aircraft in flyaway condition to equip 3 
squadrons of the Indian Air Force. Defense analysts have voiced concern that equipment 
procurement requirements which were defined 2 decades ago are out of sync with current 
requirements and the future nature of air-combat. Air forces of advanced Western nations, 
especially US & France, are reorganizing their air forces with increase in space-based 
assets and down-sizing of fleets of manned combat aircraft. Autonomous drones have 
become the preferred platform for high-risk missions over enemy territory in both high 
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and low intensity conflict zones. At present, NATO uses aerial reconnaissance drones to 
monitor the borders of Europe and US uses maritime surveillance drones in the Western 
Pacific and unmanned combat drones in missions against low-value and unsophisticated 
targets in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya and Syria. Defense white-papers published 
in OECD countries show that use of combat and reconnaissance pilotless vehicles (like the 
flight-tested Dassault nEUROn and Northrop Grumman X-47B UAVs or the Boeing X-
37 robotic spacecraft) will become widespread in the years ahead. 

 
Indian Air Force is slated to acquire 36 Dassault  

Rafale medium multi-role combat aircraft 

SPACE 

ISRO and CNES (French National Space Agency) have an umbrella agreement, operating 
successfully since 1993, under which joint missions like Megha-Tropiques 
and SARAL have been successfully developed. ISRO has launched French SPOT 
satellites (Spot-6 & SPOT-7) on PSLV satellite launch vehicles. 

Under a commercial Launch Service Agreement between Antrix Corporation Limited 
(ANTRIX), the commercial arm of ISRO and ASTRIUM SAS, a Company under EADS, 
France, two advanced Remote Sensing SPOT satellites were successfully launched in 2013 
& 2014 on-board ISRO's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle. 

Arianespace based at France has been the major provider of launch services to Indian Geo-
Stationary satellites. Subsequent to the launch of APPLE satellite, 18 Indian satellites 
have been launched by Arianespace. On 7 October 2016, GSAT-18 communication satellite 
was launched successfully on board an Ariane 5 VA-231 launcher from Kourou, French 
Guyana. 

CIVIL NUCLEAR ENERGY 

A landmark Framework Agreement on Civil Nuclear Cooperation was signed 
between India and France on 30 September 2008 during the visit of Prime Minister Dr 
Manmohan Singh to France. Subsequently, during the visit of President Nicolas 
Sarkozy to India from 4–7 December 2010, the General Framework Agreement and the 
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Early Works Agreement between NPCIL and Areva for implementation of EPR NPP Units 
at Jaitapur were signed. 

HEALTHCARE 

Several French firms (Aventis, Rhodia, Pasteur Institute) are active in the life-sciences 
and medicare sector. 

In February 2015, William Haseltine, president of ACCESS Health International and a 
former professor at Harvard Medical School opined that French healthcare was the best in 
the world surpassing even Singapore. 

Indian life insurance market is the fastest growing in the world and the seventh largest. 

EDUCATION 

 
L'Atelier, an open access road-mobile Fab lab involving University of  

Technology of Compiègnedeployed to the 2015 Libre Software Meeting in Beauvais, France. 

Indians spend 7.5% of household income on education. 

Campus France India, a student recruitment initiative of the French embassy in India, is 
showcasing France as an education destination for Indian students. From 1 to 7 October 
2015 representatives of French universities and visa officers would travel to Bangalore, 
Chennai, Pune and Kochi for a course opportunities and visa guidance road-show. French 
Government is offering 5-year visas to encourage more Indian students to study in France 
and allowing students who have completed their studies in France an extra year to look 
for employment within their sector. In 2014, France hosted 3,000 Indian students many of 
whom were provided full-scholarships covering costs of education and allowance for 
boarding, lodging and air-travel. The low costs of high-quality education has made France 
the third most preferred destination worldwide for international students. 

EDUCATION AND SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

EDUCATION 

The bilateral educational cooperation between India and France has grown over the last 
few years. France and India established a Consortrium of Indo-French Universities to 
increase educational cooperation. Around 300 MoUs have been signed between Indian and 
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French universities and private institutions. The number of Indian students studying in 
France in various fields has increased over the years. For the academic year 2011-2012, 
2550 Indian students came to France. 
 

 
Building of the École française d'Extrême-Orient in Pondicherry 

The framework for bilateral educational cooperation is provided by the Educational 
Exchange Programme (EEP), which includes mutual recognition of degrees, bolstering the 
research programme and increasing student-scholar research mobility through a flexible 
visa regime was signed in 2007 by Joint Secretary, Department of Higher Education, 
Ministry of Human Resource Development and Secretary, Cooperation and 
Culture, French Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA). A Joint Working Group has also been 
set up under the EEP. One of the most important initiatives in the field of education has 
been the cooperation on the new IIT in Rajasthan,following a joint declaration in 2008. A 
Letter of Intent (LOI) has been signed in 2012. 

In pursuant to the 1956 Treaty establishing De Jure Cession of French Establishments in 
India, France operates two world-class scientific research laboratories in India : French 
Institute of Pondicherry (IFP) and the École française d'Extrême-Orient (EFEO). In 
December 2014, Pondicherry University hosted the inaugural Indo-French Social Sciences 
Winter School. Pondicherry University and French Institute of Pondicherry (IFP) are 
jointly conducting the 2016 Social Sciences Winter School on the theme of Mobility and 
Social Dynamics from 28 November to 2 December 2016. The biennial event is attended by 
academics from France and India who lead multidisciplinary training workshops 
addressing theoretical and methodological issues in social science research. 

Alliance Française has an extensive network of 19 teaching-centres within India and is 
very popular for French-language courses and cultural programmes. French is the second 
most popular European language in India after English. 
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SCIENTIFIC & TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

 
India's Vikas rocket engine, which powers both the PSLV and GSLV,  

benefited from collaboration on the CNES/SEP Viking 4A rocket engine. 

France and India view each other as important partners in space technology and 
applications. Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and its French counterpart 
Centre National de Etudes Spatiales (CNES) have a history of cooperation and 
collaboration spanning about four decades. Scientific community of both nations cooperate 
in joint radiation experiment, space components development and space education. ISRO 
Vikas rocket engine benefited from Indo-French scientific collaboration in France on 
the Viking 4A engine built by CNES/SEP. 

The Indo-French Centre for Promotion of Advanced Research (CEFIPRA) is the nodal 
framework for promoting bilateral scientific cooperation in fundamental and applied 
research, frontier technologies and exchange of scientists and post doctoral researchers. 
The office of CEFIPRA has been established in Delhi and the centre is currently funded 
through an annual corpus of €3 million with India and France equally contributing €1.5 
million each. CEFIPRA completes 25 years in 2012. The 25th Anniversary Celebrations of 
CEFIPRA were formally launched in a programme organised in New Delhi on 6 March 
2012. As part of the Silver Jubilee celebrations, a number of programmes have been 
envisaged; these include holding of seminars, organising science quiz in schools and 
screening of documentary films. 

French authorities have provided land for extending the Maison de l‘Inde in France, which 
will contribute to augmenting accommodation facilities for Indian students in Paris. 
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Pasteur Institute in Coonoor, Tamil Nadu which opened on 6 April 1907 is one of the 
oldest vaccine manufacturing public sectors enterprises in India. 

Collaborative efforts to preserve heritage buildings and Vedic literature in former French 
establishments in India has received popular appreciation among Indian populace and 
served to promote French technical expertise in restoration of monuments and 
documents. Indian heritage conservation societies rely heavily on technical assistance and 
documentary archives of the French Institute of Pondicherry for restoration projects. 

CULTURAL EXCHANGES 

Indian culture enjoys a wide and discerning audience among the French population, as is 
evident in the numerous and frequent cultural events organised all over France, spanning 
the entire gamut of Indian art, music, dance, cinema and literature. While the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) sponsors visits of Indian artists to France as also 
exchange of students in the field of culture and art, there is a growing number of private 
impresarios who organise cultural events throughout France. A significant number of 
Indian artists are therefore giving performances in France regularly on a commercial basis 
or at the initiative of the various local cultural associations outside the purview of the 
official exchanges. The Indo-French Cultural Exchange Programme (CEP) provides the 
overall umbrella for the organisation of a variety of cultural programmes. The last (16th) 
session of the Joint Commission on Culture which reviews the CEP was held on 29 
September 2009, in New Delhi. The Institut français en Inde is active in Dehli. 

NAMASTE FRANCE 

The 15-month-long Indian cultural festival- “Namaste France" was held from 14 April 
2010 to 28 June 2011. It was successful in terms of putting India on the cultural radar of 
France. ‘Namaste France’ was a comprehensive presentation of Indian culture including 
art, music, dance, fashion, tourism, films, and literature as also business and education in 
both its traditional and contemporary forms. The Namaste France Festival was organised 
in response to ‘Bonjour India’ a similar French cultural festival, organised by the French 
Embassy in India in 2009-2010. During the visit of Hon’ble Minister of Culture, Housing 
and Urban Poverty Alleviation, Kumari Selja to Paris to inaugurate the exhibition ‘The 
Last Harvest – Paintings of Tagore at the prestigious Petit Palais museum from 26 
January to 11 March 2012, a Declaration of Intent was signed with her French 
counterpart for further reinforcing cultural cooperation on 26th January 2012. On the 
same day, a MOU was signed between the Ministry of Culture of India and the Louvre 
Museum with the aim of establishing an active partnership in the area of exchange of 
competencies and expertise, particularly in the field of museology, temporary exhibitions 
and other cultural events. The 2012 Cannes Film Festival was important for India. For 
the first time, four Indian films were selected for screening in different categories of the 
festival namely “Miss Lovely”, “Kalpana”, “Peddlers” and “Gangs of Wasseypur”. India is 
going to celebrate 100 years of Indian cinema in 2013. The Cannes Festival (15–26 May 
2013), the Vesoul International Film Festival of Asian Cinema (Festival international des 
cinémas d'Asie) from 5–12 February 2013, and the 35th International Short Film Festival 
of Clermont-Ferrand (1–9 February 2013) have confirmed India as a ‘Country of Honour’ 
in 2013 to celebrate the Centenary of the Indian Film Industry. 
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BONJOUR INDIA 

In 1985 Indian performers were cheered at the Trocadero Alley in Paris, and in 1989 
French artists enchanted audiences at Marine Drive in Mumbai. Two decades later, 
Bonjour India came back with a bang in 2009, and by 2013 it grew into more and more 
collaborations. Scaling up in its third edition, Bonjour India 2017-18 is a four-month-long 
mega voyage across India that will celebrate Indo-French partnership as well as shape the 
next decade of human exchange between the two countries. From November 2017 to 
February 2018, Bonjour India covers around a 100 programmes and projects in over 30 
cities across 20 states & union territories. Bonjour India provides a platform for enduring 
partnerships highlighting Indo-French innovation and creativity across the themes of 
Smart Citizen, High Mobility, Go Green. 

DIASPORA 

INDIAN COMMUNITY IN FRANCE 

According to statistics published by the Indian Embassy in Paris, the Indian community 
including NRIs in France is estimated to be around 106,000, largely originating from 
Puducherry, Karaikal, Yanam, Mahe and Chandranagar. There are large communities of 
PIOs in overseas territories/departments of France: Reunion Island (about 250,000), 
Guadeloupe (about 57,000), Martinique (about 6,000) and St. Martin (about 300). 

Indians living in France have access to French social security protection and services 
through an agreement concluded in 2008. 

FRENCH COMMUNITY IN INDIA 

The French in India are predominantly the remnants of the French presence in 
India, which began in 1673 with the establishment of French India and continued until 
1962 when the French territory was formally transferred to India. The French presence 
was minor compared to the British and was generally ignored. 

There were 12,864 French nationals residing in India in 1988. Nearly all are in the Union 
Territory of Puducherry in south-eastern India (11,726 individuals in 1988), with much 
smaller numbers in Karaikal (695 individuals), Mahé (50), Yanam (46), and 342 elsewhere 
in India.  

Economic migration from France has resulted in the rise of skilled French expatriates in 
the urban population centres of Bangalore, Chennai, Hyderabad, Pune, Mumbai and New 
Delhi. The French Government had undertaken steps to strengthen Franco-Indian 
institutional and people-to-people ties. 

FRANCO-PONDICHÉRIEN 

Franco-Pondichérien or simply Pondichérien is a term given to French citizens of Indian or 
mixed Creole ethnicity who continue to reside in Puducherry and who can trace their 
nationality to the French colonial period. Franco-Pondichériens constitute less than 2 
percent of the present population of Puducherry and whose presence can be termed as 
ranging from 'ignored' to 'tolerated'. Franco-Pondichériens are socially regarded as 
foreigners in India. In France, Franco-Pondichériens face racial profiling and 
discrimination, due to their South Asian or mixed-race ethnicity and are perceived either 
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as second-class citizens or economic immigrants. Franco-Pondichériens are customarily 
allowed access to Indian schools and universities on par with Non-Resident 
Indians (NRI). India's tourism boom has turned Pondicherry into a popular travel 
destination and slowed the population decline of Franco-Pondichériens who find more 
business and work opportunities locally than having to repatriate to Europe. 

Indian Citizenship Act of the Constitution of India forbids dual nationality. It is illegal to 
concurrently possess an Indian passport and foreign nationality and/or passport. 
Foreigners who possess Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) continue to benefit consular 
protection from their country of nationality. Franco-Pondichériens who have served in the 
French armed services are disqualified from OCI: "foreign military personnel either in 
service or retired are not entitled for grant of OCI". Whereas OCI eligibility 
regarding conscripts who have undergone the mandatory military service or Journée 
défense et citoyenneté is unclear, Franco-Pondichériens enjoy treaty rights to visit India as 
guaranteed through Article IX of the 1956 Treaty establishing De Jure Cession of French 
Establishments in India:"French civil servants, magistrates and military personnel born 
in the Establishments or keeping there family links shall be permitted to return freely to 
the Establishments on leave or on retirement." In February 2015, Indo French Senior 
Citizens Association staged street-protests in Pondicherry to protest against denial of the 
French nationality and voting rights derived from the 1956 Treaty establishing De Jure 
Cession of French Establishments in India. The 1956 treaty binds the Government of 
France to recognize French citizenship for individuals whose birth and nativity certificate 
had been registered during the French India regime. In June 2015, locally employed 
contractual staff at the French Consulate in Pondicherry stopped work to protest against 
wage discrimination. 

PERCEPTIONS 

The tendency of French social academics to over emphasise the importance of the caste 
system for all matters pertaining to India has made French people prone to explaining 
away India via the caste system. Social studies conducted by French researchers are prone 
to emphasise on the lacunae of India's economy rather than achievements and 
improvements in the sphere of poverty reduction, health-care, education, etc. French 
media portray India in an unfavourable light by focussing principally on events connected 
to crimes, corruption, inequalities, poverty, ethnic & religious strife, etc. The morbid 
fascination of European tourists with Hindu cremation rituals is perceived as lack of 
sensitivity besides being a gross invasion of privacy. Hoards of tourists flock to cremation 
grounds on the banks of the Ganges, especially in Varanasi (Bénarès), to photograph 
funeral pyres. 

BBC World Service Country Rating Poll Data for France & India 

According to a 2014 BBC World Service Poll, 35% of Indians view France's influence 
positively, 40% neutral and 25% expressing a negative view, while 40% of the French view 
India's influence positively, 11% neutral and 49% expressing a negative view. 
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Chapter 53 

GERMANY–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

Bilateral relations between the Republic of India and Germany have been traditionally 
strong due to commercial, cultural and technological co-operation. 

COUNTRY COMPARISON 

Common name  India  Germany 

Official name Republic of India Federal Republic of Germany 

Flag 

 

 

Coat of Arms 

 

 

Population  1,326,572,000 (2017) estimated 82,800,000 (2017) 

Land Area 3,287,263 km² 357,168 km² 

Population 
density  

382/km² 232/km2 

Capital New Delhi Berlin  

Government 

Federal parliamentary constitutional 
republic 

Federal parliamentary constitutional 
republic 

Current 
leader(s) 

President: Ram Nath Kovind 
Prime Minister: Narendra Modi 

President: Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
Chancellor: Angela Merkel 

GDP (Nominal) $2,611,012 (6th) $3,684,816 (4th) 

GDP (PPP) $9,446,789 (3rd) $4,149,573 (5th) 

Forex reserves $424,864 $200,199 

HISTORY 

During World War I, India was under British rule. Consequently, the British Indian 
Army was ordered to contribute soldiers to the Allied war effort, including on the Western 
Front. Over 9000 soldiers died in World War I. Pro-independence activists within the 
colonial armies sought German assistance for the cause of India's freedom resulting in 
the Hindu–German conspiracy during World War I. 

During World War II, the Allied war effort mobilized 2.5 million volunteer troops from 
British India. Subhas Chandra Bose, a prominent freedom fighter for Indian 
independence, made a determined effort to obtain India's independence from Britain by 
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seeking military assistance from the Axis powers. The Indische Legion was formed to 
serve as a liberation force for British-ruled India and was principally made up of British 
Indian prisoners of war and expatriates in Europe. 

 
A Sikh soldier (of the 4th Division (the Red Eagles) of the Indian Army,  

attached to the British Fifth Army in Italy) holding a captured swastika flag after the  
surrender of Nazi German forces in Italy. Behind him, fascist inscriptions on the mural says  

VIVA IL DUCE, "Long live the Duke" (Benito Mussolini). Photo circa May 1945 
 

A Sikh soldier of the Indische Legiondeployed to the Atlantic Wall near Bordeaux, France. 
(Photo taken on 21 March 1944 by Propagandakompanien der Wehrmacht) 

The newly formed Republic of India was one of the first nations to end the State of 
War with Germany after World War II and did not claim war reparations from Germany 
although 24,000 soldiers serving in the British Indian Army died in the campaign to fight 
Nazi Germany. 

India maintained diplomatic relations with both West Germany and East Germany and 
supported their reunification in 1990. 

Germany condemned India for liberating Goa from Portuguese rule in 1961 and supported 
Portugal's dictatorial regime under Salazar against India. Germany was critical of India 
for intervening in the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War. Germany rejected India's 1998 
nuclear tests with Chancellor Helmut Kohl saying: "this was the wrong decision for them 
to take; we do not accept that decision." 

BILATERAL RELATIONS 

OFFICIAL VISITS BY GERMAN PRESIDENTS & CHANCELLORS 

In 2008, German Chancellor Angela Merkel made an official visit to India that led to the 
signing of several agreements expanding bilateral co-operation in commerce, science, 
technology and defence. In 2013, German Chancellor Angela Merkel led a German 
delegation which included German Federal Ministers of Transport, Building & Urban 
Development, Interior, Defence, Education & Research, Parliamentary State Secretary for 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear safety; to the Second India-Germany 
InterGovernmental Consultations in New Delhi. 

On 4 October 2015, German Chancellor Angela Merkel travelled to India for the Third 
Indo-German Inter-Governmental Consultations  accompanied by several members of her 
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Government (Minister for Foreign Affairs Frank-Walter Steinmeier, Science & Technology 
Minister Johanna Wanka, Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development Gerd 
Müller, Food and Agriculture Minister Christian Schmidt) and a contingent of business 
leaders. Merkel and her German delegation travelled on a German military cargo plane 
(a Luftwaffe Airbus A310 military transport aircraft called Kurt Schumacher) because the 
official Government aircraft of the German Chancellor (Konrad Adenauer, 
a Luftwaffe Airbus A340-313 VIP) became unflightworthy after developing technical 
problems. The visit, announced by the German embassy in India as a turning point in 
Indo-German relations, suffered from poor timing and occurred in the context of negative 
public perception of Germany, brand "Made in Germany" and German corporate ethics - 
all of whom became tarnished by the rapid succession of highly visible public 
diplomacy disasters: revival of anti-German sentiments in southern and eastern Europe, 
deliberate air-crash of Germanwings Flight 9525 and the Volkswagen diesel emissions 
scandal. On 5 October 2015, Angela Merkel visited Mahatma Gandhi's memorial at Raj 
Ghat and was accorded a ceremonial welcome at the Presidential Palace prior to the Third 
Indo-German Inter-Governmental Consultations  which led to the signing of 18 
Memorandums of Understanding (MoU). Germany returned a 10th-century relic, a statue 
of the Hindu goddess Durga in her Mahishasuramardini avatar, which had been stolen 
from India. 

On 6 October 2015, Prime Minister Narendra Modi held trade discussions on Indo-
German science, technology & education cooperation with Angela Merkel in Bengaluru, 
India's aerospace and ICT hub, besides exploring opportunities to improve bilateral 
trade. Merkel and Modi toured the vocational training facilities and innovation 
centre of Robert Bosch - an OEM automotive parts supplier whose software is at the 
centre of the Volkswagen diesel emissions test violations scandal.Angela Merkel's 3-day 
official visit to India concluded after the two leaders attended a business & technology 
forum hosted by NASSCOM and Fraunhofer Institute  where Merkel said: "India needs 
jobs, Germany needs people and collaboration is crucial to meet the demographic needs of 
both countries," and opined that the advantages for German companies in India are its 
huge market, a great growth potential and an impressive capacity for innovation. 
Foremost newspapers in both Germany and India focussed primarily on the trade and 
investment aspects of the visit. Germany's State broadcaster Deutsche Welle eloquently 
captured the prevailing mood regarding the visit with its editorial titled:"A first step in 
the right direction – no more, no less". Indian Express in an editorial titled "She came and 
went" pondered over the modest nature of agreements announced during the visit and 
placed the onus on India to raise its attractiveness as a partner through concrete socio-
economic progress and improvements in bilateral relations in India's immediate 
neighbourhood. The Hindu termed the visit as a dosis realitaet reality-check for Merkel 
and Modi. 

STRATEGIC TIES 

The India-Germany strategic relationship is limited by the insignificance of German 
geopolitical influence in Asian affairs. Contrary to France and UK, Germany has no 
strategic footprint in Asia. 
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Over the past decade, Indo-German trade grew in volume but dropped in 
importance. According to Indian Ministry of Commerce MX data: Total trade between 
India and Germany was $5.5billion (3.8% share of Indian trade and ranked 6) in 2004 and 
$21.6billion (2.6% share of Indian trade and ranked 9) in 2013. Indian exports to Germany 
were $2.54billion (3.99% ranked 6) in 2004 and $7.3billion (2.41% ranked 10) in 2013. 
Indian imports from Germany were $2.92billion (3.73% ranked 6) in 2004 and 
$14.33billion (2.92% ranked 10) in 2013. 

GLOBAL GEOPOLITICAL REORDERING 

India and Germany both seek to become permanent members of the United Nations 
Security Council and have joined with Japan and Brazil to coordinate their efforts via 
the G4 collective. At the UN General Assembly summit in New York in September 2015, 
the P5 members of the UNSC dismissed any notion of dilution of their power at the UN's 
high-table and severely undermined efforts by G4 nations to gain access to the exclusive 
club. While India maintains that it will continue to demand a permanent seat with veto 
powers within a reformed UNSC with privileges identical to the P5 nations, it has 
signalled that strengthening of bilateral economic and political ties with neighbouring 
countries is the immediate priority. Prevailing consensus within the United Nations that 
Europe is already over-represented within the UN Security Council, juxtaposed with long-
established opposition from within Europe to the German candidature, constitute 
indomitable obstacles which confront Germany. 

A reality-check of geopolitical power of G4 nations at the 2015 UN General Assembly and 
Asian geopolitical compulsions have influenced India's choice to refocus on strategic 
bilateral engagements with France and UK who are UNSC P5 member States. German 
influence on the global stage is subject to accommodation by France and UK who are key 
global security actors. Restrictions imposed through the 1990 Treaty on the Final 
Settlement with Respect to Germany effectively subordinates Germany to the Four 
Powers (USA, UK, France & Russia). The inevitability of a security reordering in 
Eurasia, impending transformation of the political landscape within the European Union 
due to the unchecked rise of Euroscepticism, fast deteriorating security situation on the 
Eastern and Southern periphery of the European Union, assertive manoeuvring by Russia 
& China in their traditional areas of influence, eventuality of alliances to counterbalance 
and prevent German dominance of Western Europe, and the improbability of Germany 
acceding to the UNSC have already been factored in by Indian strategic planners. 

Interviewed by The Hindu in the context of the 25th anniversary of German 
reunification, Mathias Rust the iconic German aviator who contributed to the downfall of 
the Soviet Union by landing a small aircraft near the Red Square in Moscow on 28 May 
1987, surmised that institutional failures in Western countries to preserve moral 
standards and uphold the primacy of democratic ideals was creating mistrust between 
peoples and Governments. Pointing to the genesis of a New Cold War between Russia and 
the Western powers, Mathias Rust suggested that India should tread with caution and 
avoid entanglement: “India will be better served if it follows a policy of neutrality while 
interacting with EU member countries as the big European powers at present are 
following the foreign policy of the U.S. unquestioningly,”. Mathias Rust drew attention to 
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the casus belli which is fuelling Euroscepticism: “Governments have been dominated by 
the corporate entities and citizens have ceased to matter in public policy,”. 

DEFENCE & SECURITY 

A German delegation led by Defence Minister Ursula von der Leyen interacting with 
senior officers of the Indian Navy's Western Naval Command in Mumbai; 28 May 2015. 

India and Germany maintain an ongoing dialogue in the areas of commercial maritime 
security and cooperate in the field of anti-terrorism. The Indian Navy and the German 
Navy conducted joint-exercises in 2008 for the first time, following an anti-piracy co-
operation agreement between the two nations signed in 2006. 

Germany's military is principally structured to defend Eastern Europe and to supporting 
NATO operations in the Western European theatre of operations. Unlike UK and France, 
Germany not only does not have any sovereign territories in the Indo-Pacific region but is 
also incapable of power projection. Manpower limitations and armament restrictions 
imposed upon Germany through the 1990 Treaty on the Final Settlement with Respect to 
Germany prevent it from developing expeditionary forces and blue-water assets. 

Hostile public sentiment in Germany towards overseas combat operations and the 
inability of Germany to independently sustain high-intensity long-range military 
deployments are obstacles to a meaningful strategic defence and security relationship. 

CULTURAL & EDUCATION COOPERATION 

Germany has supported education and cultural programmes in India. Germany helped 
establish the Indian Institute of Technology Madras after both Governments signed an 
agreement in 1956 and increased its co-operation and supply of technology and resources 
over the decades to help expand the institution. 

In the late 1960s, German aircraft designer Kurt Tank, who worked for Focke-Wulf during 
World War II, went to work in India. First was first employed as the Director of 
the Madras Institute of Technology, and later joined Hindustan Aeronautics, where he 
designed the Hindustan Marut fighter-bomber, the first military aircraft constructed in 
India. Kurt Tank left Hindustan Aeronautics in 1967 and by the 1970s had returned to 
live in Berlin. 

Both nations established the Indo-German Science and Technology Centre in New Delhi to 
promote joint research and development in energy, environment, coal and water 
technologies. 

India and Germany have signed a MoU regarding the teaching of German language 
in Kendriya Vidyalaya public schools in India and the reciprocal introduction 
of Sanskrit and modern Indian language in Government schools in Germany. 

Starting from 1999, several German educational institutions have relied 
on satellite launch services provided by ISRO. DLR-Tubsat, BIRD, Rubin-8, Compass-1, 
Rubin-9A, Rubin-9B, BeeSat, UWE-2 & AISAT were all successfully launched using 
the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle. 
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TRADE & INVESTMENT 

Stiff competition between foreign manufactured goods within the Indian market has seen 
machine-tools, automotive parts and medical supplies from German Mittelstand ceding 
ground to high-technology imports manufactured by companies located 
in ASEAN & BRICScountries. 

For the 2012-2013 (April–July) period, India's top 10 trading partners according to data 
published by the Indian Ministry of Commerce: 

Rank Country Total Trade bn US$ Trade Share % 

1  China 49.5 8.7 

2  United States 46.0 8.1 

3  United Arab Emirates (UAE) 45.4 8.0 

4  Saudi Arabia 36.3 6.4 

5   Switzerland 16.7 2.9 

6  Iraq 15.5 2.7 

7  Singapore 15.4 2.7 

8  Indonesia 14.8 2.6 

9  Germany 14.7 2.6 

10  Hong Kong 14.6 2.6 

According to German Statistisches Bundesamt Indo-German trade data for 2014 : total 
trade with India was €15.98billion (ranked 25) with €1.86billion trade balance in 
Germany's favour. German exports to India was €8.92billion (ranked 25), German imports 
from India was €7.06billion (ranked 27). 

Germany is India's largest trading partner in Europe. Germany is the 8th largest foreign 
direct investor (FDI) in India. Germany's FDI totaled about 5.2 billion USD during the 
period 2000-2012, constituting about 3% of total FDI to India. Indian investments in 
Germany have seen sharp increase in last few years. (Note: As a measure of 
comparison, Remittances to India by the Indian diaspora worldwide was US$70 billion in 
2013-14). 

Indian Prime-Minister Narendra Modi jointly opened the Hannover trade fair Hannover 
Messe 2015 on 12 April 2015 along with Angela Merkel  and held trade & investment 
discussions with German Chancellor Angela Merkel in Berlin. 

In September 2015, Automotive Research Association of India (ARAI) was instructed by 
the Indian Government to investigate if vehicles from Volkswagen had circumvented 
Indian laws and regulations on vehicle emission testing following the Volkswagen 
pollution control scandal. Ambuj Sharma, additional secretary at the Ministry of Heavy 
Industry, said: "ARAI has been asked to submit its report within a week." 

German immigration rules force accompanying spouses of overseas Indian workers who do 
not hold an EU blue card to pass a German language proficiency test as a condition to 
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receiving residency permits and visas. The German language proficiency test requirement 
does not apply to European Union citizens and those from Australia, Canada, Israel, 
Japan, South Korea and the USA. 

BILATERAL TRADE 

German imports from India amounted to $7 billion or 2.7% of India's overall exports in 
2015. The 10 major commodities exported from India to Germany were: 

1. Machinery: $627 million 
2. Knit or crochet clothing: $600.2 million 
3. Organic chemicals: $563.4 million 
4. Clothing (not knit or crochet): $524.6 million 
5. Electronic equipment: $397.4 million 
6. Iron or steel products: $383.1 million 
7. Leather, animal gut articles: $366.8 million 
8. Footwear: $314.9 million 
9. Vehicles: $280 million 
10. Other textiles, worn clothing: $248.9 million 

German exports to India amounted to $11.8 billion or 3% of India's overall imports in 
2015. The 10 major commodities exported from Germany to India were: 

1. Machinery: $3.5 billion 
2. Electronic equipment: $1.3 billion 
3. Medical, technical equipment: $962.4 million 
4. Vehicles: $879.6 million 
5. Organic chemicals: $649.5 million 
6. Plastics: $640.6 million 
7. Other chemical goods: $327.2 million 
8. Iron or steel products: $326.9 million 
9. Iron and steel: $300.2 million 
10. Pharmaceuticals: $215.7 million 

PERCEPTIONS 

GENERAL PUBLIC  

India suffers from a severe image deficit in Germany. 

In August 2007, a mob of over 50 persons attacked 8 Indians in Mügeln. 

In March 2015, Professor Annette Beck-Sickinger, the head of the biochemistry 
department at Leipzig University, caused a furore in India by rejecting an internship 
application from an Indian student as a retaliation against India's 'culture of rape' and 
alluding to the existence of a wider Europe-wide boycott of Indian male 
students. The racial profiling, gender discrimination and xenophobic undertones of the 
incident placed the spotlight on prevalent institutional bias, increasing intolerance to 
foreigners and level of respect for the human rights of persons of color in 
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Germany. Indians have been deeply critical of the German institutional approach to the 
2015 Leipzig University intern-ship affair and the absence of sanctions against professor 
Annette Beck-Sickinger. The Leipzig University internship controversy, occurred just 
weeks before the April 2015 official visit to Germany by Indian Prime-Minister Narendra 
Modi at the invitation of German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

On 31 January 2017, police at Frankfurt Airport forced an Indian-origin Singaporean 
mother to prove she was lactating by squeezing her breast to draw milk during a security 
check. Ellis Taylor, an aviation expert from FlightGlobal termed the incident as "pretty 
ridiculous" and unrepresentative of how the global aviation industry operates: "This is not 
normal. There are some people representing authority who do overstep the mark, but that 
to me sounds unprecedented and quite frankly very humiliating." 

BBC WORLD SERVICE COUNTRY RATING POLL DATA FOR GERMANY & 
INDIA 

According to a 2014 BBC World Service Poll, 32% of Indians view Germany's influence 
positively, 42% neutral and 26% expressing a negative view, while only 16% of Germans 
view India's influence positively, 16% neutral and 68% expressing a negative view. 

Results of 2014 BBC World Service poll. 
Views of India's influence by country 

Sorted by Pos-Neg 

Country polled Positive Negative Neutral Pos-Neg 

Germany 16 68 16 -52 

Pakistan 21 58 21 -37 

Spain 20 50 30 -30 

Israel 9 34 57 -25 

Mexico 26 37 37 -11 

South Korea 36 47 17 -11 

France 40 49 11 -9 

China  27 35 38 -8 

Canada 38 46 16 -8 

Peru 26 31 43 -5 

Australia  44 46 10 -2 

United Kingdom  45 46 9 -1 

Brazil  41 36 23 5 

Turkey  35 29 36 6 

Chile  
35 21 44 14 

Indonesia  
47 24 29 23 

Japan 34 9 57 25 

Kenya 53 23 24 30 
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Results of 2014 BBC World Service poll. 
Views of India's influence by country 

Sorted by Pos-Neg 

Country polled Positive Negative Neutral Pos-Neg 

Ghana 53 22 25 31 

India  56 22 22 34 

Russia  
45 9 46 36 

Nigeria  64 22 14 42 

Results of 2014 BBC World Service poll. 
Views of Germany's influence by country 

Sorted by Pos-Neg 

Country polled Positive Negative Neutral Pos-Neg 

Israel 
25 38 37 -13 

Spain 
44 40 16 4 

India  32 26 42 6 

Pakistan 35 27 38 8 

China  42 22 36 20 

Mexico 45 24 31 21 

Peru 44 22 34 22 

Turkey  47 24 29 23 

Indonesia  
53 28 19 25 

Chile  
47 18 35 29 

Nigeria  63 23 14 40 

Japan 
46 3 51 43 

Kenya 58 15 27 43 

Russia  57 12 31 45 

Brazil  66 21 13 45 

Germany 68 19 13 49 

Ghana 72 13 15 59 

Canada 77 10 13 67 

France 83 11 6 72 

United Kingdom  86 9 5 77 

South Korea 84 6 10 78 

Australia  86 7 7 79 
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Chapter 54 

INDIA–ITALY RELATIONS 
 

India–Italy relations refers to the international relations that exist between India and 
Italy. India maintains an Embassy in Rome, and a Consulate-General in Milan. Italy has 
an embassy in New Delhi, and Consulate-Generals in Mumbai and Kolkata. 

EARLY HISTORY 

Roman coins depicting Caligula and Nero found in Pudukkottai, Tamil Nadu. 

Relations between India and Italy date back to ancient times. Works from authors such as 
Diodorus Siculus' Library of History, Arrian’s Indika, and Pliny the Elder’s Natural 
History make references to India. Trade links flourished between India and the Roman 
Empire, particularly in the first and second century AD. Caches of Roman coins have been 
discovered across the Indian peninsula, and evidence indicates the existence of permanent 
settlements of Roman merchants in South India . The discovery of an Indian ivory 
statuette in the ruins of Pompeii confirms that goods were traded both ways. The Roman 
Empire and Indian civilizations also exchanged diplomatic missions. An Indian embassy 
sailed from Bharuch (referred to as Barygaza by the Romans) in 25 BC and arrived in 
Rome four years later. Records also exist of Indian embassies being sent to Trajan, 
Antoninus Pius, Julian the Apostate and Justinian. 

MIDDLE AGES 

Relations and trade between the Mediterranean and India ended after the fall of the 
Roman Empire, but resumed after a few centuries. In the Middle Ages, Italian merchants 
once again began to ply the old routes towards the east used by the Romans. The most 
notable among these merchants was Marco Polo, who visited south-east India and ports 
such as Kayak, Comorin, Quilon, Thana, Somnath and Cambay. Marco Polo published his 
travelogue The Travels of Marco Polo in which he described the life and customs in India 
at the end of the 13th century. 

Many other notable Venetians also visited India. Nicolo de Conti left Venice in 1419 to 
visit the Middle East, Persia and then India. Conti traversed the Indian peninsula from 
coast to coast, and also moved inland to Vijayanagar. Cesare Federici set sail from Venice 
in 1563 towards the east. He visited Vijayanagar and the present-day state of Kerala, 
documenting his travels in Viaggio nell'India Orientale et oltra l'India nel quale si 
contengono cose dilettevoli, 1587. Venetian merchant and jeweler, Gasparo Balbi visited 
Persia and India in 1579-88, publishing his experiences in Viaggio dell'Indie Orientali, di 
Gasparo Balbi, Gioielliero Venetiano, 1590. Ambrosio Bembo travelled from Venice in 1671 
and spent four years visiting the Middle East, India and Persia. He documented his visits 
to Goa and Mumbai in his journal Viaggio e giornale per parte dell'Asia di quattro anni 
circa fatto da me Ambrosio Bembo, Nobile Veneto. Venetian Nicolo’ Manucci left Venice at 
the age of fourteen and headed to India. Manucci served the Mughal Empire and would 
eventually die in India. His Storia do Mogor is among the most detailed histories of the 
Mughal Empire (in the period 1653-1708) written by a contemporary European observer. 
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Visitors also came from other regions of Italy. Filippo Sassetti, a scholar and humanist 
from Florence, also visited India. He died in Goa in 1588. Sassetti wrote several letters in 
which he noted similarities between Sanskrit and Italian. Pietro della Valle from Rome 
arrived in India in 1624, where he visited Surat, Goa and Keladi. He published Travels in 
Persia and India between 1658 and 1663. Giovanni Francesco Gemelli-Careri, a lawyer 
from Naples, visited South India during a trip around the world he had begun 1693. 
Gemelli-Careri provides a detailed description of the camp of Mughal emperor Aurangzeb 
during the Deccan campaign in 1695, in Giro Intorno al Mondo, published in 1699. Many 
other Italians have also visited India and their names are mentioned on old chronicles. 
Apart from merchants and travelers, Italians also served in other roles in India such as 
physicians and artillerymen. Italian General Ventura contributed to the organization of 
the infantry in the army of Ranjit Singh in the 1830s and 40s. 

BRITISH RAJ 

During the British Raj, trade and travel between India and Italy reduced significantly due 
to prevailing political conditions. Italian scholars participated in Sanskrit studies, and 
Gaspare Gorresio created the first Chair of Sanskrit in Italy at the University of Turin in 
1852. Gorresio translated the Ramayana into Italian. It was published as Ramayana, 
poema indiano di Valmichi in ten volumes between 1843 and 1858. The Italian 
unification movement inspired some Indian freedom fighters, and the works of the Italian 
patriot Giuseppe Mazzini were translated and widely read by Indian intelligentsia. 

 
Mahatma Gandhi in Rome 

Mahatma Gandhi accepted an invitation to visit Rome in December 1931 and meet then-
Prime Minister Benito Mussolini. Mussolini hailed Gandhi as a "genius and a saint" and 
admired his ability to challenge the British Empire. After his visit, Gandhi wrote a letter 
to a friend stating, "Mussolini is a riddle to me. Many of his reforms attract me. He seems 
to have done much for the peasant class. I admit an iron hand is there. But as violence is 
the basis of Western society, Mussolini's reforms deserve an impartial study ... What 
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strikes me is that behind Mussolini's implacability is a desire to serve his people. Even 
behind his emphatic speeches there is a nucleus of sincerity and of passionate love for his 
people. It seems to me that the majority of the Italian people love the iron Government of 
Mussolini." Gandhi also hailed Mussolini as the “one of the great statesmen of our time." 
However, by the time Italy invaded Abyssinia in 1935, Gandhi disavowed Mussolini. 

In the 1940s, during World War II, the British brought Italian prisoners of war, who were 
captured in either Europe or North Africa, to Bangalore and Madras. They were put up at 
the Garrison Grounds, today's Parade Grounds-Cubbon Road area. In February 1941, 
about 2,200 Italian prisoners of war arrived in Bangalore by a special train and were 
marched to internment camps at Byramangala, 20 miles from Bangalore. 

MODERN HISTORY 

Diplomatic relations between the Republic of India and the Italian Republic were 
established in 1947. Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru visited Italy in 1953. 
President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro was the first Italian head of state to visit India in February 
1995. President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi visited India in February 2005. 

Romano Prodi became the first Italian Prime Minister to visit India in February 2007. 
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh visited Italy to attend the L'Aquila G8/G5 
Summit in July 2009. External Affairs Minister S.M. Krishna represented India at the 
150th anniversary celebrations of the Unification of the Republic of Italy in Rome In June 
2011. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

BILATERAL TRADE 

Bilateral trade between India and Italy grew by 12 times in the 2 decades between 1991 
and 2011, from EUR 708 million to EUR 8.5 billion. Bilateral trade began experiencing a 
decline from 2012, decreasing to €7.1 billion in 2012 and €6.95 billion in 2013. 

On November 29, 2017, India and Italy signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for 
enhancing bilateral cooperation in the health sector. This MoU was signed between Union 
Health Minister J P Nadda and the visiting Italian Health Minister Beatrice Lorenzin. 
The MoU envisages cooperation in health sector by pooling in technical, financial and 
human resources for accomplishing the ultimate objective to upgrade infrastructural 
resources, medical education and research in both countries. Activities to be carried out 
under the scope of this MoU include exchange and training of doctors, setting up of health 
care facilities and promotion of business development opportunities in pharmaceuticals. 

FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT 

Italian companies invested €694 million in India in 2011, and over €1 billion in 2012. As of 
December 2012, Italy had an accumulated investment of €3.75 billion in India, or 9% of 
the total European Union FDI in India. 

Indian investment in Italy grew from €584 million in 2004 to €10 billion in 2011. Italy 
accounted for 2.3% of India's total investment in the European Union. 
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Chapter 55 

INDIA–UNITED KINGDOM RELATIONS 
 

The Indian–British relations are foreign relations between the Republic of India and 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. India has a high commission 
in London and two consulates-general in Birmingham and Edinburgh. The United 
Kingdom has a high commission in New Delhi and five deputy high commissions 
in Mumbai, Chennai, Bangalore, Hyderabad and Kolkata. Both countries are full 
members of the Commonwealth of Nations. Historically, the UK ruled India for nine 
decades before Indians gained independence in 1947. 

 
The British Prime Minister Theresa May(left) and the Indian Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, during a joint address in New Delhi; November 2016. 

The UK has an ethnic Indian population of over 1.4 million. Former Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom David Cameron described Indian – British relations as the "New Special 
Relationship" in 2010. 

COUNTRY COMPARISON 

HISTORY 

EAST INDIA COMPANY (1600–1857) 

Trade was established between Tudor England and Mughal India in 1600 when Elizabeth 
I granted the newly formed East India Company a royal charter. After the Mughal 
Empire's decline in 1707, India was a leading manufacturing country in the world in the 
early 18th century. It had 22.6 percent share of the world's GDP, by the time British left 
the country its GDP was near 4%. During 18th century, the East India Company began to 
gain greater influence in India. The Battle of Plassey in 1757 led to the conquest 
of Bengal while by 1857, following various treaties and wars with Indian kingdoms (such 
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as the Anglo-Mysore Wars with Tipu Sultan, the Anglo-Maratha Wars and the Anglo-Sikh 
wars), the East India Company controlled most of the Indian subcontinent. Following 
the Indian Mutiny of 1857, where Indian sepoys rebelled against their British officers, the 
East India Company was dissolved the following year. The assets of the British East India 
Company became so huge that the British Government decided to step in. India served as 
the main base for the British Empire's expansion across Asia and would remain the 
empire's most important colony until independence. Queen Victoria became Empress of 
India in 1858. From a small trading outpost, India became the jewel in the British crown. 

BRITISH RAJ (1858–1947) 

In 1858, the British Government assumed direct control of the territories and treaty 
arrangements of the former East India Company. In 1876, the area, which included 
modern India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh, became "the Indian Empire" (often known 
historically as the "British Raj") with British Monarch Queen Victoria proclaimed as 
"Empress of India" (a title held by her successors until 1947). The British Indian Army 
was established and assisted Britain in many wars, including the Anglo-Afghan Wars, the 
Anglo-Gurkha Wars, the Anglo-Burmese Wars, the First and Second Opium Wars, and 
both World Wars. 

END OF THE BRITISH RAJ 

The Indian independence movement gained traction following the Indian Rebellion of 
1857. Opposition to British rule increased, both through violent revolutions (as 
exemplified by Bhagat Singh and Subhash Chandra Bose) and through nonviolent 
resistance (as exemplified by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi) eventually led to Indian 
independence in 1947. Partition of India created new entities out of the erstwhile British 
Raj : India & Pakistan. 

Dominion of India (1947–1950) 

Independence came in 1947 with the Partition of India into the union of India, and 
the Dominion of Pakistan, within the Commonwealth of Nations. King George VI, who as 
British Monarch had been "Emperor of India", abandoned this title in 1947, and served as 
India's ceremonial head of state as 'King of India' (in much the same way, he also served 
as 'King of Pakistan'). In 1950 India became a Republic and the link with the British 
crown was severed. 

The Dominion was part of the Sterling Area (the Republic of India finally leaving in 1966). 

REPUBLIC OF INDIA (SINCE 1950) 

India decided to remain in the Commonwealth of Nations after becoming a Republic. Both 
Britain and India have since pursued quite divergent diplomatic paths. 

In particular, India became a major force within the Non-Aligned Movement, which 
initially sought to avoid taking sides during the Cold War. This contrasted with Britain's 
position as a founding member of NATO, and key ally of the United States. 

Political and diplomatic relations between the two countries have generally been cordial 
but lacking in depth. Former Indian Prime-Minister I. K. Gujral made a scathing 
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assessment of Britain's relationship with India saying that the UK was a third rate 
power not worth cultivating. 

ECONOMY 

India is the third largest foreign investor in the UK. While UK ranks 18th as a trading 
partner of India and third after United States and Japan as an investor in India. There 
are many bilateral trade agreements between the two nations designed to strengthen ties. 
For example, in 2005, the Joint Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO) was 
inaugurated in New Delhi aimed at boosting two-way bilateral investments. 

The growth of India's multinational companies contributed greatly to UK's business and 
economy. As of 2014, Indian companies in the UK generated over 19 billion pounds. Also, 
they have employed more than 100,000 people in the UK. Tata group alone employed over 
55,000 people in the UK. This kind of phenomenon, where non-Western countries impact 
the West, has been commented on by sociologist Anthony Giddens as "reverse colonialism." 
At a dinner on 15 August 2017, held to mark 70 years of India's independence, UK Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson said: "We in the UK are the beneficiaries of reverse colonialism." 
Johnson said the Jaguar car made in Castle Bromwich and exported back to India “in ever 
growing numbers” incarnated the “commercial role reversal” between India and the 
UK. The British Government has chosen India as one of its most influential trade partners 
because it is one of the "fastest growing economies in the world." In 2013, Cameron formed 
the biggest trade delegation by accommodating more than 100 representatives that varied 
from multinational corporations, medium-to-small-sized corporations, and universities 
to India. Compared to the 2010 trade mission, the UK and India negotiated to double the 
trade volume by 2015. Following the trade delegation, total UK goods and services exports 
to India increased by 14% from January to September 2013. Between November 6 and 8, 
current British PM Theresa May would visit India for a bilateral trip. The key topic of 
discussions would be May's plan for post-Brexit relations with India. Discussion on a 
possible free-trade agreement is also in the agenda. According to a MEA(Ministry of 
External Affairs, India) spokesperson, there is "substantial scope for further strengthening 
bilateral cooperation across a range of sectors, including science & technology, finance, 
trade & investment, and defense & security." 

Following a meeting between Finance Minister Arun Jaitley and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Philip Hammond at the 9th UK-India economic and financial dialogue, Jaitley 
announced that the two countries had agreed to discuss a bilateral free trade agreement. 
However, Jaitley stated that a formal dialogue on the agreement would only begin post-
Brexit. 

In September 2017 the High Commission of India in the UK, with the support of the UK 
India Business Council, announced the Access India programme, a unique scheme set up 
to help many more UK SMEs export to India. Whilst many large UK companies have a 
presence in India, small and medium-sized British companies do not. India hopes that the 
Access to India programme will not only encourage British SMES to export to India but 
also inspire them to manufacture in India fulfilling the aims of the Make in India 
initiative. 
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EDUCATION 

Various Indian students have gone to the UK to attain higher levels of education. From 
2004 to 2009, the number of Indian students studying in the UK doubled from 10,000 to 
over 20,000. By 2009, India was one of the top ten countries sending students to study in 
the UK. Because the number of students grew, the British Government and the Indian 
Government agreed to cooperate. 

During the 2010 UK-India Summit, the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and India 
came into agreement to support education by implementing the India Education and 
Research Initiative (UKIERI). In this summit, Cameron stated that "Education is an area 
where India and the UK could pool some of the advantages for mutual benefit." He 
continued by stating that a higher quality of education would lead to providing 
opportunities for all, thus encouraging economic growth and overcoming poverty for 
India. However, after its implementation, the number of Indian students studying in the 
UK did not increase as expected by both Governments. In 2010, the then Home 
Secretary Theresa May announced a stricter immigration law. This included tighter rules 
for international students. Students were forced to return to their homeland after earning 
their degree. Since the immigration law, there has been a rapid decrease of 25% in the 
number of first year students from India during the year 2012-2013. Theresa May's action 
has been criticised by people such as historian Edward Acton. Acton stated that this action 
is "butchering" the Anglo-Indian friendship because it is "treating university students as 
immigrants." The continuous drop in the number of international students, including 
Indians, has become controversial. Business leaders such as Sir James Dyson have 
commented that forcing international students to move back to their homeland can be 
detrimental to the British economy in the long term. In March 2015, Phillip Hammond 
stated during an interview with DD News that Theresa May's policy has been cancelled. 
Starting from 2015, Indian students are able to stay in the UK for six months after their 
graduation. 

Boris Johnson told Times of India in 2017 that "the number of Indian students in the UK 
continues to rise. Our most recent figures show a 10% increase in Indian students gaining 
visas - and 91% of these applications are successful. We want the brightest and best 
Indian students to attend our great universities; there is no limit to the number of genuine 
Indian students who can study in Britain," he said in the interview. 

POLITICAL 

Politically, relations between India and the UK occur mostly through the multilateral 
organisations of which both are members, such as the Commonwealth of Nations, 
the World Trade Organisation and the Asian Development Bank. 

Three Presidents of India have paid state visits to the United Kingdom: Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan in June 1963, Ramaswamy Venkataraman in October 1990, and Pratibha 
Patil in 2009. 

HM Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom paid state visits to India in November 
1963, April 1990, and in October 1997. 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh visited the UK in 2006. 
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After becoming the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Cameron was actively involved 
in enhancing the Indian-British relationship on various dimensions, such as "business, 
energy security, climate change, education, research, security and defense, and 
international relations." His effort could be seen in his political visits in India on February 
18–20, 2013  and on November 14, 2013. Following his visit, other politicians such as 
Former UK Foreign Secretary William Hague and the then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer George Osborne visited India to accomplish a trade mission in July 
2014. During their visit, Osborne announced that a statue of Gandhi would be erected in 
London's Parliament Square to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Gandhi's return to 
India from South Africa. Upon unveiling the statue on March 14, 2015, Cameron stated 
that "Our ties with India have remained close throughout history and continue to go from 
strength to strength – through mutual respect as equals, through cooperation, trade, and 
of course through the one-and-a-half million Indian diasporas living in Britain today who 
bring our two nations closer, to the benefit of both." He further commented that the statue 
will "enrich the firm bond of friendship between the world's oldest democracy and its 
largest." 

In terms of political forces behind economic development, Western powers look to India as 
a case study contrasting democracy-led growth and state-guided growth, the latter of 
which has been the modus operandi for China. Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the 
UK from 12–16 November 2015. During the visit, Modi became the first Indian Prime 
Minister to address the British Parliament. The Times of India reported that agents from 
Mossad and MI5 were protecting Prime Minister Narendra Modi who was heading to the 
2015 G-20 Summit in Antalya, Turkey. The paper reported that the agents had been 
called in to provide additional cover to Modi's security detail, composed of India's Special 
Protection Group and secret agents from RAW and IB, in wake of the November 2015 
Paris attacks. Prime Minister Theresa May visited India on 6 November 2016 in her first 
bilateral visit to a non-European country since becoming Prime Minister. Explaining the 
decision, May said, "It [the visit] matters now more than ever. India is the fastest-growing 
major economy." May had previously referred to India as a "key strategic partner" in the 
aftermath of Britain voting to leave the European Union. She was accompanied by Trade 
Secretary Liam Fox and a delegation of 33 business leaders aiming to boost trade and 
investment between India and the United Kingdom. At a dinner held to mark 70 years of 
Indian independence and 70 years of the Indian Journalists' Association on 15 August 
2017, UK Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said: "We in the UK are the beneficiaries of 
reverse colonialism." He gave as an example the Jaguar car made in Castle Bromwich and 
exported back to India, as well as the Hawk jets which are made by BAE Systems and 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited. Of the Jaguar, he said the car incarnated "the 
commercial role reversal" between India and the UK. At the same dinner the UK Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson said that the UK was working "ever more closely" with India to 
bring peace and stability to the Asia Pacific region, that the UK was increasingly co-
operating in intelligence sharing with India and had no hesitation in sharing advanced 
technologies with India. In 2017 Times of India reported Boris Johnson as saying that in 
the first half of the year Britain gave nearly 500,000 visas to Indians - an eight per cent 
rise on the previous year. "Britain issues more visas to Indians than any other country in 
the world, apart from China." Mr Johnson said. 
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2017 UK-INDIA YEAR OF CULTURE 

 

 
UK-India Year of Culture official launch 

Her Majesty The Queen hosted the official launch of the UK India Year of Culture on 27 
February 2017 at Buckingham Palace with Indian Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley representing Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The British Councilworked with the 
Palace and British-Indian start-up Studio Carrom to project a peacock, India's national 
bird, onto the facade of Buckingham Palace. 

The programme for the year was announced by UK Minister of State for Digital and 
Culture Rt Hon Matt Hancock, Indian High Commissioner to the United Kingdom HE Mr 
Sinha and British Council Deputy Chair Rt Hon Baroness Prashar CBE PC, at the British 
Film Institute on 28 February 2017. The programme includes an exhibition from 
the British Museum and The Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya in 
Mumbai, the first exhibition on Indian innovation at the UK’s Science Museum, 
London, and the restoration of 1928 Indian movie, Shiraz, by the British Film 
Institute with a new score by British-Indian musician Anoushka Shankar. 

 
British Council Delhi Launch of Mix The City Delhi, 6 April 2017 

The British Council inaugurated the Year of Culture in India on 6 April 2017 projecting 
elements of the Buckingham Palace Studio Carrom peacock onto the British 
Council’s Delhi building and launching an interactive music app Mix the City Delhi. 
According to the results of 2014 BBC World Service poll, 43% of Indian people view the 
United Kingdom's influence as positive and 23% view as negative. In contrast only 45% of 
British view India as positive and 46% of British view India as negative. 
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Chapter 56 

BAHRAIN–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

Indian Navy Vice Adm Ajith Kumar P awarding the runner's up of the Admiral's Cup 
2014 to Team Bahrain; 13 December 2014. 

Bahrain–India relations are the political, socio-economic, military and cultural ties 
between India and Bahrain. India is a close ally of Bahrain. As per Indian officials, the 
Kingdom along with its GCC partners are amongst the world's most prominent supporters 
of India’s candidacy for a permanent seat on the UN Security Council, and Bahraini 
officials have urged India to play a greater role in international affairs. For instance, over 
concerns about Iran’s nuclear programme, Bahrain’s Crown Prince requested India to play 
an active role in resolving the crisis. 

Relations between India and Bahrain go back generations, with many of Bahrain’s most 
prominent figures having close ties: poet and constitutionalist Ebrahim Al-Arrayedh grew 
up in Bombay, while 17th century Bahraini theologians Sheikh Salih Al-Karzakani and 
Sheikh Ja`far bin Kamal al-Din were influential figures in the Kingdom of Golkonda and 
the development of Shia thought in the sub-continent. 

Bahraini politicians have sought to enhance these long standing ties, with Parliamentary 
Speaker Khalifa Al-Dhahrani in 2007 leading a delegation of parliamentarians and 
business leaders to meet Indian President Pratibha Patil, opposition leader L K Advani, 
and take part in training and media interviews. Politically, it is easier for Bahrain’s 
politicians to seek training and advice from India than it is from the United States or 
other western alternative. 

In December 2007, the Bahrain India Society was launched in Manama to promote ties 
between the two countries. Headed by the former Minister of Labour Abdulnabi Al-Shoala, 
the Society seeks to take advantage of the development in civil society to actively work to 
strengthen ties between the two countries, not only business links, but according to the 
body’s opening statement in politics, social affairs, science and culture. India’s Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs E Ahmed and his Bahraini counterpart Dr Nazar Al-
Baharna attended the launch. 

According to a United States diplomatic cable dated 4 November 2009, revealed by 
WikiLeaks during the United States diplomatic cables leak, King Hamad holds a positive 
view of India and urged the US to use India's help in Afghanistan. 

Bahrain's ruler Sheikh Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa visited India in February 2014 during 
which the two countries signed a number of MOUs during which US$ 450 million of 
bilateral trade and investment were signed.  The Prime minister, the President and 
various ministers from India met and discussed trade and the 350,000+ Indians staying 
and living on the island. India expressed its support for Bahrain's bid for a non-permanent 
seat in the Security council in 2026-27.  
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Chapter 57 

EGYPT–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

Egypt–India relations are bilateral relations between Egypt and India. Modern Egypt–
India relations go back to the contacts between Saad Zaghloul and Mahatma Gandhi on 
the common goals of their respective movements of independence. In 1955, Egypt 
under Gamal Abdel Nasser and India under Jawaharlal Nehru became the founders of 
the Non-Aligned Movement. Indian people have warm feelings of friendship towards 
Egyptians whom they regard as an ancient civilisation like themselves and civilised 
people. During the 1956 War, Nehru stood supporting Egypt to the point of threatening to 
withdraw his country from the British Commonwealth. In 1967, following the Arab-Israeli 
war, India supported Egypt and the Arabs. In 1977, New Delhi described the visit of 
President Anwar al-Sadat to Jerusalem as a "brave" move and considered the peace treaty 
between Egypt and Israel a primary step on the path of a just settlement of the Middle 
East problem. Major Egyptian exports to India include raw cotton, raw and manufactured 
fertilizers, oil and oil products, organic and non-organic chemicals, leather and iron 
products. Major imports into Egypt from India are cotton yarn, sesame, coffee, herbs, 
tobacco and lentils. The Egyptian Ministry of Petroleum is also currently negotiating the 
establishment of a natural gas-operated fertilizer plant with another Indian company. In 
2004 the Gas Authority of India Limited, bought 15% of Egypt Nat Gas distribution and 
marketing company. 

President Mubarak of Egypt visited India in 2008. During the visit he met Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh. 

Egypt's President Mohamed Morsi visited India from the 18 to 21 March 2013 as the head 
of a high-level delegation of ministers and business leaders, at a time when trade between 
the two sides has witnessed a record 30% jump.  

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

India is the fourth largest trade partner of Egypt, after the US, Italy and Saudi Arabia. 

OIL 

In 2003, Indian giant Reliance signed a contract with the Egyptian General Petroleum 
Corporation (EGPC) to import 8 shipments of crude oil in 2003. Two years preceding the 
contract, they had imported shipments from Egypt. In August 2004, the Indian 
company GAILprocured 15% of the Egyptian Company Nat Gas which deals with 
marketing and distributing natural gas in Egypt. 

Egyptian and Indian ministers of petroleum met in 2004 in Egypt to discuss the prospect 
of investment and purchase of oil and gas from Egypt. 

POWER 

In 2008, India's KEC International Limited, received its largest order worth ₹636 
crore (US$97 million) from Egyptian Electricity Transmission Company. The order was 
funded through the European Investment Bank and the Egyptian National Bank. The 
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order included design, supply and construction of power transmission towers and laying of 
196 kilometres of transmission lines in Egypt. It was completed on a turnkey basis within 
a period 24 months. This, however, was not the first time. KEC International has been 
laying power transmission lines in Egypt for more than 40 years. Recently, KEC 
International was engaged in a ₹60 crore (US$9.2 million) contract for supply of overhead 
transmission towers for the Egypt-Jordan Transmission Line. 

INVESTMENTS 

In 2011, Egyptian investment in India was at about US$30 million. El Sewedy Group, an 
Egyptian company, manufactures electric metres in India. Another Egyptian 
company, Orascom Telecom, used to have 10% stake in the then Hutchinson-Essar which 
has since been bought by Vodafone 

The current Indian investment in Egypt stands at US$2.5 billion in about 45 projects. 
Alexandria Carbon Black, the Alexandria Fibre Co, Dabur India's production facility for 
its cosmetics line, Niletex, Auto Tech Engineering, Marico's acquisition of two hair care 
brands and the Sanmar Group's acquisition of a unit of Trust Chemicals of Egypt 
represent some of the main Indian investments in Egypt. GAIL has equity and 
management stake in two gas distribution ventures in Fayoum and Cairo as well as in 
Natgas. In April 2007, OVL and its partner IPR Red Sea Inc announced a significant oil 
field discovery in the North Ramadan Concession in the Gulf of Suez and reported a 
second discovery in November 2008, though these deposits were later found to be 
commercially unviable. In March 2008, Gujarat State Petroleum Corporation Ltd (GSPC) 
signed a Concession Agreement for two oil and gas exploration blocks in Egypt. (The two 
exploration blocks are North Hap’y and South Diyur. N Hap’y is an offshore block located 
in the Mediterranean Sea and S Diyur is an onshore block located in the Western Desert). 
GSPC subsequently acquired three more exploration blocks in the Red Sea region in 2010. 
Satyam Computers and Wipro have set up global delivery centres in Cairo. The Oberoi 
Group has been managing a hotel and Nile cruises; Kirloskar Brothers assemble diesel 
engines and irrigation pump sets in Egypt; Ranbaxy has an Egyptian subsidiary for 
manufacturing pharmaceutical formulations; Ashok Leyland, Tata Motors, Maruti Suzuki 
and Mahindra & Mahindra are marketing their vehicles in Egypt, and Bajaj Auto 
dominated the three-wheelers market. 
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Chapter 58 

INDIA–IRAN RELATIONS 
 

India–Iran relations refers to the bilateral relations between the countries India and Iran. 
Independent India and Iran established diplomatic relations on 15 March 1950. During 
much of the Cold War period, relations between the Republic of India and the 
erstwhile Imperial State of Iran suffered due to different political interests—non-
aligned India fostered strong military links with the Soviet Union while Iran enjoyed close 
ties with the United States. Following the 1979 revolution, relations between Iran and 
India strengthened momentarily. However, Iran's continued support for Pakistan and 
India's close relations with Iraq during the Iran–Iraq War impeded further development of 
Indo–Iranian ties. In the 1990s, India and Iran supported the Northern Alliance in 
Afghanistan against the Taliban regime. They continue to collaborate in supporting the 
broad-based anti-Taliban Government led by Ashraf Ghani and backed by the United 
States. The two countries signed a defence cooperation agreement in December 2002. 

 

Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi with President of Iran,  
Hassan Rouhani (seated right). 

Even though the two countries share some common strategic interests, India and Iran 
differ significantly on key foreign policy issues. India has expressed strong opposition 
against Iran's nuclear programme and whilst both nations continue to oppose the Taliban, 
India supports the presence of NATO forces in Afghanistan unlike Iran. Iran is the second 
largest supplier of crude oil to India, supplying more than 425,000 barrels of oil per day, 
and consequently India is one of the largest foreign investors in Iran's oil and gas 
industry. 

In 2011, the US$12 billion annual oil trade between India and Iran was halted due to 
extensive economic sanctions against Iran, forcing the Indian oil ministry to pay off the 
debt through a banking system through Turkey. 
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According to a BBC World Service Poll conducted at the end of 2005, 71% 
of Iranians viewed India's influence positively, with 21% viewing it negatively, the most 
favourable rating of India for any country in the world. Also, due to Iran being on good 
terms with both India and Pakistan, Iran has offered to serve as a mediator between the 
two. 

CURRENT RELATIONS 

 
Empress Farah Pahlavi and Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi meet  

India's Prime Minister Indira Gandhi during a state visit to India in 1970. 
 

 
The Iranian Navy Band playing the Indian National Anthem  

during a ceremonial parade at Bandar-e-Abbas port; 28 August 2015 
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India and Iran have friendly relations in many areas, despite India not welcoming the 
1979 Revolution. There are significant trade ties, particularly in crude oil imports into 
India and diesel exports to Iran. Iran frequently objected to Pakistan's attempts to draft 
anti-India resolutions at international organisations such as the OIC and the Human 
Rights Commission. India welcomed Iran's inclusion as an observer state in 
the SAARC regional organisation. 

A growing number of Iranian students are enrolled at universities in India, most notably 
in Pune and Bengaluru. The clerical Government in Tehran sees itself as a leader of 
Shiites worldwide including India. Indian Shiites enjoy state support such as a recognised 
national holiday for Muharram. Lucknow continues to be a major centre of Shiite culture 
and Persian study in the subcontinent. 

In the 1990s, India and Iran supported the Northern Alliance in Afghanistan against 
the Taliban regime. They continue to collaborate in supporting the broad-based anti-
Taliban Government led by Ashraf Ghani and backed by the United States. The two 
countries signed a defence cooperation agreement in December 2002. 

In August 2013, while carrying oil in the Persian Gulf, Iran detained India’s largest ocean 
liner Shipping Corporation (SCI)’s vessel MT Desh Shanti carrying crude oil from 
Iraq. Iran was resolute, and insited the detention of the tanker was “a technical and non-
political issue”. 

On 22 May 2016, Prime minister Narendra Modi paid an official visit to Iran. The visit 
focused on bilateral connectivity and infrastructure, an energy partnership, and trade. 

Just before Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Israel in July 2017, Iran's Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Khamenei, urged Muslims in Kashmir to 'repudiate oppressors'. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS  

Iran's trade with India exceeded US$ 13 billion in 2007, an 80% increase in trade volume 
within a year. Via third party countries such as UAE this figure reaches $30 billion. 

OIL AND GAS 

In 2008–09, Iranian oil accounted for nearly 16.5% of India's crude oil imports. Indian oil 
imports from Iran increased by 9.5% in 2008–09 due to which Iran emerged as India's 
second largest oil supplier. About 40% of the refined oil consumed by India is imported 
from Iran. In June 2009, Indian oil companies announced their plan to invest US$ 5 
billion in developing an Iranian gas field in the Persian Gulf. In September 2009, the 
Mehr news agency reported a Pakistani diplomat as saying "India definitely quitted the 
IPI (India-Pakistan-Iran) gas pipeline deal", in favour of Indo-US civilian nuclear 
agreement for energy security. Iranian officials however said India is yet to make an 
official declaration. In 2010, US officials warned New Delhi that Indian companies using 
the Asian Clearing Union for financial transactions with Iran run the risk of violating a 
recent US law that bans international firms from doing business with Iranian banks 
and Tehran's oil and gas sector, and that Indian companies dealing with Iran in this 
manner may be barred from the US. The United States criticises the ACU of being 
insufficiently transparent in its financial dealings with Iran and suspects that much of 
their assets are funnelled to blacklisted repressive organisations in Iran such as the Army 
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of the Guardians of the Islamic Revolution. The United States Department of the 
Treasury also believes that Iran uses the ACU to bypass the US banking system. On 27 
November 2010, the Indian Government, through the Reserve Bank of India, instructed 
the country's lenders to stop processing current-account transactions with Iran using 
the Asian Clearing Union, and that further deals should be settled without ACU 
involvement. RBI also declared that they will not facilitate payments for Iranian crude 
imports as global pressure on Tehran grows over its nuclear programme. This move by the 
Indian Government will make clear to Indian companies that working through the ACU 
"doesn't necessarily mean an Iranian counterpart has an international seal of approval". 
As of December 2010, neither Iran nor the ACU have responded to this development. India 
objected to further American sanctions on Iran in 2010. An Indian foreign policy 
strategist, Rajiv Sikri, dismissed the idea that a nuclear armed Iran was a threat to India, 
and said that India would continue to invest in Iran and do business. Despite increased 
pressure by the US and Europe, and a significant reduction in oil imports from Persian oil 
fields in 2012, leading political figures in India have clearly stated that they are not 
willing to stop trade relations altogether. To the contrary, they aim at expanding the 
commodity trade with the Islamic republic. 

RENEWED INCREASE IN OIL IMPORTS 

While overall, India’s total volume of imported crude has only been rising slightly from 3.2 
million b/d in 2009-10 to 3.44 million b/d in 2012-13, imports from Iran have basically been 
fluctuating around 250,000 b/d from 2012 to 2013 and thus rising proportionally due to a 
halt for Iranian exports to Europe. The recent detainment of an Indian tanker by Iranian 
officials is unrelated to the oil embargo, but in an effort to save over USD 8.5 billion in 
hard currency, and realising a 180-day waiver from US sanctions, India plans to increase 
Iranian imports by 11 million tons for 2014, in addition to the two million tons of crude oil 
shipped from Iran by June 2013, up 21.1% from last year. 

IRAN'S NUCLEAR INTERESTS 

India, despite close relations and convergence of interests with Iran, voted against Iran in 
the International Atomic Energy Agency in 2005, which took Iran by surprise. A 
"welcoming prospect" Ali Larijani was reported as saying: "India was our friend". Stephen 
Rademaker also acknowledged that India's votes against Iran at the International Atomic 
Energy Agency were "coerced": 

"The best illustration of this is the two votes India cast against Iran at the IAEA. I am the 
first person to admit that the votes were coerced." 

The USA considers support from India – which is on 35-member board of Governors at the 
International Atomic Energy Agency – crucial in getting a sizeable majority for its 
proposal to refer the matter to the Security Council for positive punitive action against 
Iran. Greg Schulte, US ambassador to the IAEA, said "India's voice will carry particular 
weight...I hope India joins us in making clear our collective concerns about Iran's nuclear 
programme". Schulte did not deny that the Indo-US nuclear deal was conditional to India 
supporting the US on the Iran issue. Appraising of the situation vis-a-vis Iran, a senior US 
official told the New York Times that The Indians are emerging from their non-aligned 
status and becoming a global power, and they have to begin to think about their 
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responsibilities. They have to make a basic choice.. The Bush administration, however, 
recognised India's close relations with Iran and tempered its position, stating that India 
can "go ahead with a pipeline deal involving Iran and Pakistan. Our beef with Iran is not 
the pipeline". 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

A highway between Zaranj and Delaram (Zaranj-Delaram Highway) is being built with 
financial support from India. The Chabahar port has also been jointly financed by Iran 
and India. India alone plans to invest 20 Billion US dollars towards development of 
Chabahar port.  India is helping develop the Chabahar Port, which will give it access to 
the oil and gas resources in Iran and the Central Asian states. By so doing, India hopes to 
compete with the Chinese, who are building Gwadar Port, in Pakistani Baluchistan. Iran 
plans to use Chabahar for trans-shipment to Afghanistan and Central Asia, while keeping 
the port of Bandar Abbas as a major hub mainly for trade with Russia and Europe. India, 
Iran and Afghanistan have signed an agreement to give Indian goods, heading for Central 
Asia and Afghanistan, preferential treatment and tariff reductions at Chabahar. 

Work on the Chabahar-Milak-Zaranj-Delaram route from Iran to Afghanistan is in 
progress. Iran is, with Indian aid, upgrading the Chabahar-Milak road and constructing a 
bridge on the route to Zaranj. India's BRO is laying the 213 km Zaranj-Delaram road. It is 
a part of India's USD 750 million aid package to Afghanistan. The Chabahar port project 
is Iran's chance to end its US-sponsored economic isolation and benefit from the resurgent 
Indian economy. Along with Bandar Abbas, Chabahar is the Iranian entrepot on the 
North-South corridor. A strategic partnership between India, Iran and Russia is intended 
to establish a multi-modal transport link connecting Mumbai with St Petersburg, 
providing Europe and the former Soviet republics of Central Asia access to Asia and vice 
versa. 

NORTH-SOUTH TRANSPORT CORRIDOR 

 
North South Transport Corridor route via India, Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia 
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The North–South Transport Corridor is the ship, rail, and road route for moving freight 
between India, Russia, Iran, Europe and Central Asia. The route primarily involves 
moving freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia via ship, rail and road. The 
objective of the corridor is to increase trade connectivity between major cities such 
as Mumbai, Moscow, Tehran, Baku, Bandar Abbas, Astrakhan, Bandar Anzali and 
etc. Dry runs of two routes were conducted in 2014, the first was Mumbai to Baku via 
Bandar Abbas and the second was Mumbai to Astrakhan via Bandar Abbas, Tehran and 
Bandar Anzali. The objective of the study was to identify and address key bottlenecks. The 
results showed transport costs were reduced by "$2,500 per 15 tons of cargo". Other routes 
under consideration include via Armenia, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan. 

EDUCATION 

There are about 8,000 Iranian students studying in India. India provides 67 scholarships 
every year to Iranian students under ITEC, ICCR, Colombo Plan and IOR-ARC schemes. 
Every year around 40,000 Iranians visit India for various purposes. 

Kendriya Vidyalaya Tehran, the Embassy of India School, serves Indian citizens living in 
Tehran. 

RELIGION 

The world's largest population of Zoroastrians are the Parsi community in India. When 
the Islamic Arabs invaded Persia, the local population which was unwilling to convert to 
Islam or accept dhimmi status were persecuted to different regions of the world with 
western India being the most significant. They sought refuge in the western coast of India 
and subsequent the country has the largest population of Zoroastrians in the world. In the 
modern era, the Parsi community have contributed significantly to India and Pakistan in 
the areas of politics, industry, science and culture. Prominent Indian Parsis 
include Dadabhai Naoroji (three times president of Indian National Congress), Field 
Marshal Sam Manekshaw, nuclear energy scientist Homi Bhabha, industrialist JRD 
Tata and the Tata family. The rock star Freddie Mercury (lead singer of the band Queen) 
was an Indian Parsi born in Zanzibar. Zubin Mehta, a conductor of Western classical 
music orchestras, is also a Parsi originally from Mumbai. 
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Chapter 59 

INDIA–IRAQ RELATIONS 

 

The bilateral relations between the Republic of Iraq and the Republic of India have 
traditionally been friendly and collaborative. Cultural interaction and economic trade 
between Indus Valley and Mesopotamia date back to 1800 BCE. The 1952 Treaty of 
Friendship established and strengthened ties between contemporary India and Iraq. By 
the 1970s, Iraq was regarded as one of India's closest allies in the Middle East. 

Ties between India and Iraq were disrupted during the Iran–Iraq War, the 1991 Gulf 
War and the 2003 Iraq War. However, the bilateral relations normalised after the 
establishment of democratic Government in Iraq. 

HISTORY 

Ties between Shias in Iraq and Shias in India. 

Roots of North Indian Shi'ism in Iran and Iraq: Religion and State in Awadh, 1722-
1859 by J.R.I. Cole. 

Shi'i Indians funded the Hindiyya canal in the Iraqi city of Najaf. North India's Awadh 
(Oudh) state was Shi'i and it provided funding to the Iraqi Shi'i shrine cities of Karbala 
and Najaf, channeling the money towards Persian mujtahids in the cities. The Hindiyya 
canal was finished in 1803 and money was able to be channeled to the Shi'i shrines cities 
like Najaf from India and Iran because western colonization did not touch Shi'i areas until 
the end of the 19th century. 

Mir Jafar was an Iraqi Shia Arab from Najaf who moved to India and became the Nawab 
of Bengal. 

The Iraqi Shia writer and poet Muzaffar Al-Nawab is of Indian descent. 

Iraq was one of the few countries in the Middle East with which India established 
diplomatic relations at the embassy level immediately after its independence in 
1947. Both nations signed the "Treaty of Perpetual Peace and Friendship" in 1952 and an 
agreement of co-operation on cultural affairs in 1954. India was amongst the first to 
recognise the Baath Party-led Government, and Iraq remained neutral during the Indo-
Pakistani War of 1965. However, Iraq sided alongside other Gulf States in 
supporting Pakistan against India during the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, which saw the 
creation of Bangladesh. Nonetheless, Iraq and India continued to maintain strong 
economic and military ties. During the early 1980s, the Indian Air Force was training 
more than 120 Iraqi MiG-21 pilots. The security relationship was expanded in 1975, when 
the Indian Army sent training teams and the Indian Navy established a naval academy in 
Basra. India continued to provide considerable military assistance to Iraq through 
the Iran–Iraq war. In addition to training, India provided technical assistance to the Iraqi 
Air Force through a complicated tripartite arrangement involving France. 

The eight-year-long Iran–Iraq War caused a steep decline in trade and commerce between 
the two nations. During the 1991 Persian Gulf War, India was opposed to the use of force 
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against Iraq. India stopped the refueling of military planes after the second week of war in 
1991. Iraq had been one of India's largest export markets before the 1991 gulf war. It 
opposed UN sanctions on Iraq, but the period of war and Iraq's isolation further 
diminished India's commercial and diplomatic ties. Iraq had supported India's right to 
conduct nuclear tests following its tests of five nuclear weapons on May 11 and May 13, 
1998. In 2000, the then-Vice President of Iraq Taha Yassin Ramadan visited India, and on 
August 6, 2002 President Saddam Hussein conveyed Iraq's "unwavering support" to India 
over the Kashmir dispute with Pakistan. India and Iraq established joint ministerial 
committees and trade delegations to promote extensive bilateral co-operation. 

ECONOMIC TIES AND OIL-FOR-FOOD PROGRAMME 

 
Former Minister for External Affairs K. Natwar Singh possibly  

received illegal kickbacks from Iraqover the Oil-for-Foodprogramme. 

India's ties with Iraq suffered due to the UN sanctions on Iraq, but India soon developed 
trade within the Oil-for-Food programme, which permitted Iraq to export oil for essential 
goods. However, a 2005 investigation of the programme revealed that the then-Indian 
minister of external affairs Natwar Singh and the congress party had possibly received 
kickbacks from the Baathist regime, leading to his resignation and at the request of Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh. 

POST-2003 

India had preserved its neutrality over the US-led 2003 invasion of Iraq, criticising the 
lack of UN approval, but also hinted that it would consider sending troops to post-war Iraq 
to help maintain security and peace after a unanimous vote in the UN Security 
Council over the Coalition's presence and mission in Iraq. However this was ruled out 
after protests from public and political parties which have been opposing USA. It 
normalised its ties with the new democratically elected Government of Iraq in 2005, 
seeking to restart trade and co-operation.  

Indian businesses applied for contracts for reconstruction projects to the Iraqi 
Government, and more recently the activities of Iraqi businesses in India have been 
growing rapidly. 

Iraq is one of the major suppliers of crude oil to India, exporting 220,000 barrels of oil per 
day to Indian Oil Corporation. In 2013 June, Foreign Minister of India, Mr. Salman 
Khurshid visited Iraq regarding security and business issues, the first to do so since 1990. 
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IRAQI KURDISTAN 

There has been limited diplomatic relations between India and Iraqi Kurdistan. India 
purchases Kurdish crude oil sold through Turkish companies. Several Indian citizens work 
in Iraqi Kurdistan. Many Kurds travel to India for educational or medical purposes. In 
July 2014, Hemin Hawrani, head of the Kurdistan Democratic Party's international 
relations wing, told The Hindu that he hoped for deeper political and economic ties with 
India, describing the country as "an important partner". Hawrani also expressed his desire 
to see the Indian Government open a consulate in Erbil, and invited Indian companies to 
invest in Kurdistan. In November 2014, the Indian Government sent special envoy 
Ambassador Suresh K. Reddy to visit Kurdistan and meet Kurdish Government officials. 
Reddy stated that India "fully supports the Kurdistan Region during this difficult time", 
and expressed confidence in the Kurdish Government and the Peshmerga forces to 
preserve the stability and security of the region. The Ambassador also praised the role of 
Peshmerga forces in fighting ISIL, and announced that the Indian Government would 
open a consulate in Kurdistan. 
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Chapter 60 

INDIA–ISRAEL RELATIONS 

 

India–Israel relations refers to the bilateral ties between the Republic of India and 
the State of Israel. The two countries have an extensive economic, military, and strategic 
relationship. 

India is the largest buyer of Israeli military equipment and Israel is the second-largest 
defence supplier to India after Russia. From 1999 to 2009, the military business between 
the two nations was worth around $9 billion.Military and strategic ties between the two 
nations extend to intelligence sharing on terrorist groups and joint military training. 

As of 2014, India is the third-largest Asian trade partner of Israel, and tenth-largest trade 
partner overall. In 2014, bilateral trade, excluding military sales, stood at US$4.52 
billion. Relations further expanded during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
administration, with India abstaining from voting against Israel in the United Nations in 
several resolutions. As of 2015, the two nations are negotiating an extensive bilateral free 
trade agreement, focusing on areas such as information technology, biotechnology, and 
agriculture. 

According to an international poll conducted in 2009, 58% of Indians expressed sympathy 
with Israel, compared with 56% of Americans. 

HISTORY 

ANCIENT RELATIONS 

Geographical analysis of Israel suggests that the authors of Old Testament were talking 
about India, where the selling of animals such as monkeys and peacocks 
existed. According to Chaim Menachem Rabin, the connection between ancient Israel and 
the Indian subcontinent, was recorded during the reign of King Solomon (10th century 
BCE) in I Kings 10.22. Ancient trade and cultural communication between India and the 
Levant is documented in the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea and the accounts 
surrounding Queen of Sheba in the Hebrew Bible. Bhavishya Purana is regarded by a 
number of scholars to have predicted Judaism's prophet Moses, and similar parallels are 
found in Vedas. 

The trade relations of both communities can be traced back to 1,000 BCE and earlier to 
the time of the Saravati valley civilization of the Indian subcontinent and the Babylonian 
culture of Middle East. A Buddhist story describes Indian merchants 
visiting Baveru(Babylonia) and selling peacocks for public display. Similar, earlier 
accounts describe monkeys exhibited to the public. Trade connections between India and 
Palestine and Mediterranean Jewish communities continued, and later, the languages of 
these cultures started to share linguistic similarities. 

NON-RECOGNITION 1948-50 

India's position on the establishment of the State of Israel was affected by many factors, 
including India's own partition on religious lines, and India's relationship with other 
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nations. Indian independence leader Mahatma Gandhi believed the Jews had a good case 
and a prior claim for Israel, but opposed the creation of Israel on 
religious or mandated terms. India voted against the Partitioning of Palestine plan of 
1947 and voted against Israel's admission to the United Nations in 1949. Various 
proponents of Hindu nationalism supported or sympathised with the creation of 
Israel. Hindu Mahasabha leader Vinayak Damodar Savarkar supported the creation of 
Israel on both moral and political grounds, and condemned India's vote at the UN against 
Israel. Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh leader Madhav Sadashiv Golwalkar admired  
Jewish nationalism and believed Palestine was the natural territory of the Jewish people, 
essential to their aspiration for nationhood. 

INFORMAL RECOGNITION 1950-91 

On 17 September 1950, India officially recognised the State of Israel. Following India's 
recognition of Israel, Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru stated, "we would have 
[recognised Israel] long ago, because Israel is a fact. We refrained because of our desire not 
to offend the sentiments of our friends in the Arab countries." In 1953, Israel was 
permitted to open a consulate in Bombay (now Mumbai). However, the Nehru Government 
did not want to pursue full diplomatic relations with Israel as it supported the Palestinian 
cause, and believed that permitting Israel to open an embassy in New Delhi would 
damage relations with the Arab world. 

 

Jayaprakash Narayan meeting David Ben-Gurion, 1958 

From India's recognition of Israel in 1950 to the early 1990s, the relationship remained 
informal in nature. India's opposition to official diplomatic relations with Israel stemmed 
from both domestic and foreign considerations. Domestically, politicians in India feared 
losing the Muslim vote if relations were normalised with Israel. 

Additionally, India did not want to jeopardise the large amount of its citizens working 
in Arab States of the Persian Gulf, who were helping India maintain its foreign-exchange 
reserves. India's domestic need for energy was another reason for the lack of normalisation 
of ties with Israel, in terms of safeguarding the flow of oil from Arab nations. India's 
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foreign policy goals and alliances also proved problematic to formal relations with Israel, 
including India's support for the pro-Palestine Liberation Organization Non-Aligned 
Movement, India's tilt towards the Soviet Union during the Cold War, and India's desire 
to counter Pakistan's influence with the Arab states. On an ideological level, the dominant 
political party in India during this era, namely the Indian National Congress, opposed 
Israel due to their perception that it was a state based on religion, analogous to Pakistan. 

Although there was no formal relationship for several decades, meetings and cooperation 
took place between both countries, including figures such as Moshe Dayan. Israel also 
provided India with crucial information during its multiple wars. 

REAPPROACHMENT 1992-PRESENT 

After decades of non-aligned and pro-Arab policy, India formally established relations with 
Israel when it opened an embassy in Tel Aviv in January 1992. Ties between the two 
nations have flourished since, primarily due to common strategic interests and security 
threats. The formation of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), which allegedly 
neglected the sentiments of Indian Muslims, and the blocking of India by Pakistan from 
joining the OIC are considered to be the causes of this diplomatic shift. On a diplomatic 
level, both the countries have managed to maintain healthy relations despite India's 
repeated strong condemnations of Israeli military actions in Palestinian territories, which 
are believed by analysts to be motivated by the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) 
Government's desire for Muslim votes in India. 

At the height of the tension between Israel and Hamas in July 2014, India offered a 
rhetorical condemnation holding both sides responsible for erupting violence and asked 
Israel to stop "disproportionate use of force" in Gaza which was read by many as departure 
from tradition of more vocal supports for the Palestinian cause. External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj insisted that "there is absolutely no change in India's policy 
towards Palestine, which is that we fully support the Palestinian cause while maintaining 
good relations with Israel. " clarifying India's current position on the issue. While that 
might sound to some like fence-sitting, it is a policy shared by all Indian Governments 
over the past 20 years following the establishment of formal diplomatic relation in 
1992. Swaraj, a seasoned parliamentarian, had herself blocked the opposition demand 
in Rajya Sabha for passing a resolution condemning Israel for 2014 Israel-Gaza conflict by 
saying that "India has friendly relation with both Israel and Palestine and therefore any 
such move may impact its friendship negatively". Although later in a symbolic gesture 
India joined others BRICS nations in voting at the United Nations Human Rights 
Council for a probe into the alleged human rights violation in Gaza, which generated 
mixed response among media and analysts in India. When the UNHRC report alleging 
that Israel had committed war crimes was tabled for vote, India abstained from voting, 
one of five countries to do so. 41 nations voted in favour, and the United States was the 
only vote against. Israeli envoy to India Daniel Carmon thanked India for not supporting 
what he described as "another anti Israel bashing resolution". 

DIPLOMATIC VISITS 

1997 

Ezer Weizman became the first Israeli President to visit India in 1997. 
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2000 

In 2000, L.K Advani became the first Indian minister to visit the state of Israel 

Later that year, Jaswant Singh became the first Indian Foreign Minister to visit 
Israel. Following the visit, the two countries set up a joint anti-terror commission. The 
foreign ministers of the two countries said intensified co-operation would range from 
counter-terrorism to information technology. 

2003 

 
Israeli and Indian flags in New Delhi during  

Ariel Sharon's visit, September 2003 

In 2003, Ariel Sharon was the first Israeli Prime Minister to visit India. He was welcomed 
by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) led National Democratic Alliance coalition 
Government of India. Several newspapers expressed positive views on his visit, and Indian 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee voiced confidence that Sharon's visit would pave the 
way for further consolidating bilateral ties. Sharon's visit was condemned in 
leftist and Muslimcircles. Hundreds of supporters of India's various pro-Islamic and 
communist parties rallied in New Delhi. Nearly 100 Muslims were arrested. Students 
of Aligarh Muslim University demanded that India severe ties with Israel and increase 
ties with Palestine. The Hindi-language daily Navbharat Times called Sharon "an 
important friend of India." The Hindu nationalist Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
condemned the protest against Sharon.Sharon expressed satisfaction over his talks with 
Indian leaders. Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee said the visit would increase 
ties between India and Israel. Sharon invited Vajpayee to visit Israel. Sharon said that 
Israelis "regard India to be one of the most important countries in the world," and 
Vajpayee was sure that Sharon's visit would bring the two states closer together. 

2006 

In early 2006 Indian Government ministers Sharad Pawar, Kapil Sibal and Kamal 
Nath visited Israel. Gujarat Chief Minister, Narendra Modi visited Israel in October 2006. 

2012 

Despite "India's unwavering support for the Palestinian cause", Foreign Minister SM 
Krishna made a two-day visit to Israel in 2012. The Israeli PM deemed this visit by 
Krishna a historical step forward in developing the relations between the two nations. 
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2014 

In May 2014 after victory of Narendra Modi in 2014 general election Israeli PM Benjamin 
Netanyahu personally congratulated Modi. Modi in turn met his Israeli 
counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu in New York City on the sideline of the UN General 
Assembly during his US visit in 2014. This was the first meeting between the Prime 
Ministers of the two countries in over a decade. On the occasion of the Hanukkah festival, 
Indian PM Modi greeted his Israeli counterpart in Hebrew on Twitter while the Israeli PM 
replied in Hindi. 

Indian Home Minister Rajnath Singh visited Israel in November 2014 to observe the 
country's border security arrangements. During his tour he also met Israeli PM 
Netanyahu. Breaking from convention, Singh was the first Indian minister to visit Israel 
without also visiting Palestine on the same trip. In the same year, former Israeli 
President Shimon Peres visited India. A high level Israeli delegation with the Agriculture 
Minister of Israel, Yair Shamir, also participated in the Vibrant Gujarat summit in 
2015. In December 2014, a news article was published in The Hindu which stated that 
"India may end support to Palestine at UN". 

2015 

 

13th President of India Pranab Mukherjee with 10th   
President of IsraelReuven Rivlin and Nechama Rivlin in 2015 

In February 2015 Israeli Defence Minister Moshe Ya'alon came to India. During his visit 
he participated in Aero India 2015. He also met his Indian counterpart, as well as the 
Indian PM. Pranab Mukherjee became the first President Of India to visit Israel from 
October 13 to 15, 2015. Mukherjee was given the rare honour of addressing the Knesset. 

2016 

Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj visited Israel in January 2016. During the visit, she 
visited the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem, and met with Prime Minister 
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Benjamin Netanyahu, President Reuven Rivlin, members of the cabinet, and the Indian 
Jewish communities in Israel. 

In September 2016, Indian Minister of Agriculture, Radha Mohan Singh visited Israel to 
bolster India-Israel agricultural ties. He met his Israeli counterpart Uri Ariel, where the 
discussion concerned about collaborative opportunities in agriculture between both the 
countries. 

 
Israeli President Reuven Rivlin (left) with Indian Prime Minister  

Narendra Modi, during a joint press briefing in New Delhi; November 2016 

Israeli President Reuven Rivlin visited India for a week-long state visit in November 2016, 
becoming the second Israeli President to visit the country. Rivlin visited New Delhi, Agra, 
Karnal, Chandigarh and Mumbai. He spent the last day of his visit in Mumbai paying 
homage to the victims of the 2008 Mumbai attacks, and meeting with the Indian Jewish 
community. Israel currently regards Iran as a major threat to its national security, and 
Rivlin expressed this concern in meetings with Prime Minister Modi. Following his visit, 
Rivlin told Israel media that despite growing economic ties with both countries, the Indian 
Government had assured him that India would support Israel despite the former's 
relations with Iran. Rivlin told The Jerusalem Post, "They assure us that when the time 
will come they will never, never, ever let anyone [act against] the existence of Israel." 

2017 

In July 2017, Narendra Modi became the first ever Indian Prime Minister to visit Israel. It 
was noted that Prime Minister Modi did not visit Palestine during the trip, breaking from 
convention. With the sole exception of Union Minister Rajnath Singh, previous trips by 
Indian ministers and President Mukherjee included visits to both Israel and Palestine. 
The Indian media described the move as the "dehyphenation" of India's relations with the 
two states. 

2018 

In January, a highly televised visit of Israel's prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu to 
India took place, during which both Netanyahu and India's Prime Minister Modi have 
exchanged mutual applauses. Netanyahu, accompanied by a 130-member delegation, 
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wants to increase exports to India by 25 percent over the three years. Israel is to invest 
$68.6 million in areas such as tourism, technology, agriculture and innovation over a 
period of four years, a senior Israeli official had said ahead of the visit. 

MILITARY AND STRATEGIC TIES 

 
10th President of Israel (middle) and Chief of General  

Staff of the Israel Defense Forces Gadi Eizenkot with Modi 

New Delhi found in the Defense industry of Israel a useful source of weapons, one that 
could supply it with advanced military technology. Thus was established the basis of a 
burgeoning arms trade, which reached almost $600 million in 2016, making Israel the 
second-largest source of defense equipment for India, after Russia. India and Israel have 
increased co-operation in military and intelligence ventures since the establishment of 
diplomatic relations. The rise of Islamic extremist terrorism in both nations has generated 
a strong strategic alliance between the two. In 2008, India launched a military 
satellite TecSAR for Israel through its Indian Space Research Organisation. 

• In 1996, India purchased 32 IAI Searcher unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), Electronic 
Support Measure sensors and an Air Combat Manoeuvering Instrumentation 
simulator system from Israel. Since then Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) has serviced 
several large contracts with the Indian Air Force including the upgrading of the IAF's 
Russian-made MiG-21 ground attack aircraft and there have been further sales of 
unmanned aerial vehicles as well as laser-guided bombs. 

• In 1997, Israel's President Ezer Weizman became the first head of the Jewish state to 
visit India. He met with Indian President Shankar Dayal Sharma, Vice President K R 
Narayanan and Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda. Weizman negotiated the first 
weapons deal between the two nations, involving the purchase of Barak 1 vertically-
launched surface-to-air (SAM) missiles from Israel. The Barak-1 has the ability to 
intercept anti-ship missiles such as the Harpoon. The purchase of the Barak-1 missiles 
from Israel by India was a tactical necessity since Pakistan had purchased Lockheed P-
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3 Orion maritime surveillance aircraft and 27 Harpoon sea-skimming anti-ship 
missiles from the United States. Israel was one of the selected few nations, a group 
that also included France and Russia, that did not condemn India's 1998 Pokhran-
II nuclear tests. 

• In 2000, Israeli submarines reportedly conducted test launches of cruise 
missiles capable of carrying nuclear warheads in the waters of the Indian Ocean, off 
the Sri Lankan coast. In naval terms, Israel sees great strategic value in an alliance 
with the Indian Navy, given India's dominance of South Asian waters. Due to the great 
importance of maritime trade to the Israeli economy it thus sees the potential of 
establishing a logistical infrastructure in the Indian Ocean with the help of the Indian 
Navy. 

• India purchased three Phalcon AWACS, fitted with IAI radar equipment mounted on 
Russian IL-76 transport aircraft, in 2003 at cost of $1 billion. 

• India purchased 50 Israeli drones for $220 million in 2005. India was considering 
buying the newer Harop drone. India is also in the process of obtaining missile-firing 
Hermes 450s. 

• Israel Aerospace Industries Ltd signed a US$2.5 billion deal with India in 2007 to 
develop an anti-aircraft system and missiles for the country, in the biggest defence 
contract in the history of Israel at the time. IAI CEO Yitzhak Nissan visited India to 
finalise the agreement with heads of the defence establishment and the country's 
president. IAI is developing the Barak 8 missile for the Indian Navy and Indian Air 
Force which is capable of protecting sea vessels and ground facilities from aircraft and 
cruise missiles. The missile has a range of over 70 kilometres. The missile will replace 
the current obsolete Russian system used by India. 

• On 10 November 2008, Indian military officials visited Israel to discuss joint weapons 
development projects, additional sales of Israeli equipment to the Indian military, and 
anti-terrorism strategies. The new round of talks was seen as a significant expansion 
in the Indian-Israeli strategic partnership. 

• Following the 2008 Mumbai attacks, Israel offered a team of about 40 special-
operations forces and assistance in investigations. Tzipi Livni said: "If they need us we 
will help where needed". Magen David Adom dispatched a team of paramedics, medics 
and other professionals to assist with rescue efforts in the wake of the attacks. Israeli 
newspapers reported that the Manmohan Singh Government turned down an offer by 
Defense Minister Ehud Barak to send counter-terrorist units to help fight the 
attackers. 

• In December 2009, Lt Gen Gabi Ashkenazi, Chief of Staff of the Israel Defense Forces, 
made a visit to India to cement the defence ties between the two countries. He pledged 
every help to India in fighting terrorism. 

• In March 2011, it was reported that India would buy 8356 Israeli Spike anti-tank 
missiles, 321 launchers, 15 training simulators and peripheral equipment, for $1 
billion, from Israel's Rafael Advanced Defense Systems. The deal was finalised by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi after coming into office. 
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• In September 2015, the Indian Government approved the air force's request to 
purchase 10 Heron TP drones from Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI). In 2015, a 
delegation from Israel's Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs visited India, led by 
former Israeli ambassador to the United Nations Dore Gold. Shared strategic interests 
were discussed, including combatting radical Islam, the handling of territorial 
disputes, and the security situation in the Middle East and South Asia. 

 

 

INS Trikand entering the port of Haifa, Israel, 19 August 2015 
 

 
Indian Adm. Robin Dhowan greets VAdm. Ram Rutberg,  

Commander-in-Chief of the Israeli Navy at South Block, New Delhi, 24 August 2015 

• In October 2015, The Pioneer reported that India and Israel were planning to hold 
their first joint military exercise. The date and location were not announced. 

• In September 2016, the Indian Government approved the purchase of two more 
Phalcon AWACS. 

• In 2017, the countries signed a military agreement worth USD 2 billion. 
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INTELLIGENCE SHARING 

When the Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW) was founded in September 1968 
by Rameshwar Nath Kao, he was advised by then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi to 
cultivate links with Mossad. This was suggested as a countermeasure to military links 
between that of Pakistan and China, as well as with North Korea. Israel was also 
concerned that Pakistani army officers were training Libyans and Iranians in handling 
Chinese and North Korean military equipments. 

Pakistan believed intelligence relations between India and Israel threatened Pakistani 
security. When young Israeli tourists began visiting the Kashmir valley in the early 1990s, 
Pakistan suspected they were disguised Israeli army officers there to help Indian security 
forces with anti-terrorism operations. Israeli tourists were attacked, with one slain and 
another kidnapped. Pressure from the Kashmiri Muslim diaspora in the United States led 
to the kidnapped tourist's eventual release. Kashmiri Muslims feared that the attacks 
could isolate the American Jewish community, and result in them lobbying the US 
Government against Kashmiri separatist groups. 

A Rediff story in 2003 revealed clandestine links between R&AW and Mossad. In 1996, 
R.K. Yadav, a former RAW official had filed a disproportionate assets case in the Delhi 
High Court against Anand Kumar Verma, RAW chief between 1987 and 1990. Yadav 
listed eight properties that he claimed were purchased illegally by Verma using RAW's 
unaudited funds for secret operations. Although his petition for a CBI inquiry into 
Verma's properties was dismissed, Yadav managed to obtain more information using in 
RTI in 2005 and filed another case in 2009. In 2013, the CBI carried out an investigation 
of Verma's properties. Proceedings in the Delhi High Court revealed the names of two 
companies floated by RAW in 1988 - Piyush Investments and Hector Leasing and Finance 
Company Ltd. The firms were headed by two senior RAW officials V. Balachandran and B. 
Raman. Balachandran and Raman retired in 1994 and 1995 respectively. The companies 
were listed as trading houses that dealt in several kinds of minerals, automobiles, textiles, 
metals and spare parts, and also claimed to produce feature films. The companies 
purchased two flats in Gauri Sadan, a residential building on Hailey Road, New Delhi in 
March 1989 for ₹23 lakh. 

India Today reported that the two flats were RAW safe houses used as operational fronts 
for Mossad agents and housed Mossad's station chief between 1989 and 1992. RAW had 
reportedly decided to have closer ties to Mossad, and the subsequent secret operation was 
approved by then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. India Today cites "RAW insiders" as 
saying that RAW agents hid a Mossad agent holding an Argentine passport and 
exchanged intelligence and expertise in operations, including negotiations for the release 
of an Israeli tourist by the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front militants in June 1991. 
When asked about the case Verma refused to speak about the companies, but claimed his 
relationship with them was purely professional. Raman stated, "Sometimes, spy agencies 
float companies for operational reasons. All I can say is that everything was done with 
Government approval. Files were cleared by the then prime minister [Rajiv Gandhi] and 
his cabinet secretary. Balachandran stated, "It is true that we did a large number of 
operations but at every stage, we kept the Cabinet Secretariat and the prime minister in 
the loop." 
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In November 2015, The Times of India reported that agents from Mossad and MI5 were 
protecting Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his visit to Turkey. Modi was on a state 
visit to the United Kingdom and was scheduled to attend the 2015 G-20 Summit in 
Antalya, Turkey. The paper reported that the agents had been called in to provide 
additional cover to Modi's security detail, composed of India's Special Protection Group 
and secret agents from RAW and IB, in wake of the November 2015 Paris attacks. 

In 2017, India participated in the Blue Flag exercise in Uvda Air Force Base in southern 
Israel for the first time, where it deployed its elite Garud Commando Force and a Hercules 
C-130J plane from its "Veiled Vipers" Squadron. Indian and Israeli special forces 
conducted a range of tactical joint exercises, which included protection of strategic assets, 
ground infiltration and evacuation.  

BILATERAL TRADE 

 
The Israeli headquarters of the State Bank of India,  

located in Ramat Gan, Tel Aviv District 

Bilateral trade between India and Israel grew from $200 million in 1992 to $4.52 billion in 
2014. As of 2014, India is Israel's tenth-largest trade partner and import source, and 
seventh-largest export source. India's major exports to Israel include precious stones and 
metals, organic chemicals, electronic equipment, plastics, vehicles, machinery, engines, 
pumps, clothing and textiles, and medical and technical equipment. Israel's imports from 
India amounted to $2.3 billion or 3.2% of its overall imports in 2014. Israel's major exports 
to India include precious stones and metals, electronic equipment, fertilisers, machines, 
engines, pumps, medical and technical equipment, organic and inorganic chemicals, salt, 
sulphur, stone, cement, and plastics. Israeli exports to India amounted to $2.2 billion or 
3.2% of its overall exports in 2014. 

In 2007, Israel proposed starting negotiations on a free trade agreement with India, and in 
2010, then Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh accepted that proposal. The 
agreement is set to focus on many key economic sectors, including information technology, 
biotechnology, water management, pharmaceuticals, and agriculture. In 2013, then 
Israeli Minister of Economy Naftali Bennett projected a doubling of trade from $5 to $10 
billion between the two countries, if a free trade agreement was successfully 
negotiated. As of 2015, negotiations on a free trade agreement continue, with both 
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countries considering negotiating a more narrow free trade agreement on goods, followed 
by separate agreements on trade in investment and services. 

Israeli imports from India amounted to $2 billion or 3.5% of its overall imports in 2015. 
The 10 major commodities exported from India to Israel were: 

1. Gems, precious metals and coins: $973.6 million 
2. Organic chemicals: $296.5 million 
3. Electronic equipment: $121.2 million 
4. Medical, technical equipment: $59.3 million 
5. Plastics: $56.4 million 
6. Vehicles: $44.4 million 
7. Machinery: $38.1 million 
8. Other textiles, worn clothing: $31.8 million 
9. Knit or crochet clothing: $31.6 million 
10. Clothing (not knit or crochet): $30.8 million 

Israeli exports to India amounted to $2.3 billion or 3.8% of its overall exports in 2015. The 
10 major commodities exported from Israel to India were: 

1. Gems, precious metals and coins: $933.7 million 
2. Electronic equipment: $389.3 million 
3. Medical, technical equipment: $180.7 million 
4. Iron or steel products: $170.3 million 
5. Fertilisers: $157 million 
6. Machinery: $110.9 million 
7. Organic chemicals: $69.8 million 
8. Other chemical goods: $44.2 million 
9. Inorganic chemicals: $43.6 million 
10. Plastics: $29.5 million 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COLLABORATION 

In 1993, during the visit to India of then Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, India and 
Israel signed an agreement on science and technology, which allowed for direct scientific 
cooperation between both Governments. Specific areas of cooperation included information 
technology, biotechnology, lasers, and electro-optics. Additionally, a joint committee to 
monitor collaboration between the two nations was established and set to meet 
biennially. In 1994, a $3 million joint science and technology fund was set up to 
facilitate R&Dcollaboration between both countries. 

In 1996, Indian scientists attended a seminar on advanced materials in Israel. In 1997, 
Israeli scientists attended a seminar on biotechnology in Delhi. In 1998, India and Israel 
had 22 ongoing joint research projects. A joint symposium on the human genome was held 
in Jerusalem, where six Indian scientists took part. In November 1999, India and Israel 
agreed on four proposals for joint research projects in the field of human genome 
research. In 2000, even more joint projects related to human genome research were agreed 
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on, and a status seminar on this field was held in India. In early 1999, more than 20 
Israeli scientists participated in a physics symposium on condensed matter in Delhi. In 
2001, a similar symposium was held in Jerusalem, with 18 Indian scientists attending. 

In 2003, both countries discussed doubling their investment in their ongoing science and 
technology collaboration to $1 million each, starting in October 2004. In 2005, India and 
Israel signed a memorandum of understanding to set up a fund to encourage bilateral 
investment into industrial research and development and specific projects. Under the 
agreement, at least one Indian and one Israeli company must be collaborating on a project 
for that project to qualify for the fund. From 2006 to 2014, the fund, named i4RD, has been 
used in seven projects. In 2012, the two countries signed a five-year $50 million academic 
research agreement for promoting collaborative research across a wide range of 
disciplines, including medical and information technology, social and life sciences, 
humanities, and the arts. 

In 2012, Israel stated its intent to increase technological and economic cooperation with 
the Indian state of Bihar, in the fields of agriculture, water management, solar energy, 
and medical insurance. In 2014, Israel made plans to open two agricultural centers of 
excellence in Bihar, focusing on increasing productivity of vegetable and mango crops. 

Israel has offered to help the India Government with a project to clean the Ganga. An 
Israeli delegation visited India in August 2015 and met with officials of the Union 
Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. Israeli 
Ambassador to India Daniel Carmon also called on Union Urban Development and 
Parliamentary Affairs Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu to offer Israel's expertise in water 
management to battle water scarcity. Ohad Horsandi, spokesperson of the Israeli 
Embassy in New Delhi stated that Israel was keen to help in India meet its water needs 
for agriculture and drinking, and was pushing for more Government-to-Government 
agreements. 

Following Prime Minister Modi's visit to Israel in 2017, there has been an increased call 
for collaboration between Israel and India on innovation development. The non-profit 
Indian based global trade body, NASSCOM, along with the professional service 
company, Accenture, released the report Collaborative Innovation: The Vehicle Driving 
Indo-Israel Prosperity, to highlight areas of scientific and technological collaboration 
between the two countries. Additionally, the non-profit organization TAVtech Ventures is 
launching a program that connect students from Israel and the United States with local 
Indian students to come up with tech-based startups. 

SPACE COLLABORATION 

In 2002, India and Israel signed a cooperative agreement promoting space collaboration 
between both nations. 

In 2003, the Israel Space Agency, or ISA, expressed interest in collaborating with 
the Indian Space Research Organisation, or ISRO, in using satellites for improved 
management of land and other resources. Israel also expressed interest in participating in 
ISRO's proposed mission of sending an unmanned craft to the moon. Additionally, the two 
countries signed an agreement outlining the deployment of TAUVEX, an Israeli space 
telescope array, on India's GSAT-4, a planned navigation and communication satellite.In 
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2010, the TAUVEX array was removed from GSAT-4 by the ISRO, and the array was 
never subsequently launched. The GSAT-4 itself failed to launch, due to the failure of 
its cryogenic engine. 

In 2005, Israel decided to launch TecSAR, its first synthetic aperture radar imaging 
satellite, on India's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle, or PSLV. TecSAR was chosen to 
launch through India's PSLV due to Israeli concerns about the reliability and technical 
limitations of its own Shavit space launch vehicle, economic considerations, and also due 
to Israel's desire to increase strategic cooperation with India. In 2008, TecSAR was 
successfully inserted into orbit by India's PSLV. One of TecSAR's primary functions is to 
monitor Iran's military activities. 

In 2009, India successfully launched RISAT-2, a synthetic aperture radar imaging 
satellite. RISAT-2 was manufactured by Israel Aerospace Industries, or IAI, in conjunction 
with ISRO. The launch of the RISAT-2 satellite aimed to provide India with greater earth 
observation power, which would improve disaster management, and increase surveillance 
and defense capabilities. The acquisition and subsequent launch of the RISAT-2 satellite 
was accelerated after the 2008 Mumbai attacks, to boost India's future surveillance 
capabilities. 

AGRICULTURE COOPERATION 

In 2008, Israel and India finalised an agricultural plan introducing crops native to 
the Middle East and Mediterranean to India, with a particular focus 
on olives. Subsequently, around 112,000 olive trees were planted in the desert 
of Rajasthan. In 2014, more than 100 tonnes of olives were produced in Rajasthan. 

In 2008, Israel and India signed the Agriculture Cooperation Agreement, which 
established the Indo-Israel Agricultural Cooperation Project. The project's central aim is 
to utilize Israeli technology to increase crop productivity and diversity in various regions 
in India. The implementation of the project occurs through establishment of agricultural 
centers of excellence in India that focus on growing horticulture crops, producing seeds 
and cut-flowers, and also on beekeeping and dairy farming. As of 2015, 15 centers of 
excellence are fully operational, spanning 10 Indian states. which are being undertaken 
by Mashav including the Indo-Israeli Centre of Excellence for Animal Husbandary & 
Dairying, Hisar. 

CULTURAL TIES AND CROSS-COUNTRY PERCEPTIONS 

In 2011, cultural artists and performers from India arrived in Israel to participate in a 
three-week festival commemorating 20 years of diplomatic relations between the two 
countries. According to India's then Ambassador to Israel Navtej Sarna, the purpose of the 
festival was to improve the bilateral relationship between the two countries by facilitating 
a greater understanding of each other's culture. 

According to a 2009 international study commissioned by the Israeli Foreign Ministry, the 
greatest level of sympathy towards Israel can be found in India, with 58% of Indian 
respondents showing sympathy towards Israel. 

According to the 2014 BBC Country Ratings Poll, 9% of Israelis have a mainly positive 
view of India's influence, 34% have a mainly negative view, and 57% are neutral or gave 
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another response. According to the same poll, 22% of Indians have a mainly positive view 
of Israel's influence, 34% have a mainly negative view, and 44% are neutral or gave 
another response. 

As reported in 2015, opinion polls taken in India showed 70% and above of respondents 
had favorable views of Israel. 

TOURISM 

 
A Hebrew sign in Kasol, Himachal Pradesh, India 

Around 40,000 Israelis, many of whom have just finished military service, visit India 
annually. There are dozens of Chabad-operated community centers in India, where many 
Israelis celebrate holidays and observe religious traditions. Popular destinations for 
Israelis include Goa, the Himalayas, Old Manali, Vashisht, Naggar, Kasol, and the 
villages surrounding Dharamsala. In many of these areas, Hebrew signs on businesses 
and public transportation are widely noticeable. 

The number of tourists from India visiting Israel touched 15,900 in the year 2000. By 
2010, the number of tourists had increased to 43,439. In 2014, the number of tourists from 
India visiting Israel was 34,900. A popular destination for Indian tourists traveling to 
Israel is Jerusalem. In part of 2010, Indian tourists were the biggest spenders in Israel, 
spending an average of $1,364 per tourist; the average tourist expenditure in Israel during 
this time was $1,091. 

In 2011, representatives from both countries met in Delhi, and planned to enhance 
tourism through collaboration in the spheres of destination management and promotion, 
as well as in manpower development. Plans for tour-operators and travel agents in both 
countries to coordinate were also discussed. In 2015, 600 travel agents from India arrived 
in Israel for the annual Travel Agents Federation of India conference, and ways to 
decrease barriers to tourism were discussed. Currently El AL Airlines flies between Tel 
Aviv and Mumbai and Air India plans to fly between Delhi and Tel Aviv. 
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INTERFAITH RELATIONS 

In February 2007, the first Jewish-Hindu interfaith leadership summit was held in New 
Delhi. The summit included the then Chief Rabbi of Israel Yona Metzger, the American 
Jewish Committee's International Director of Interreligious Affairs David Rosen, a 
delegation of chief rabbis from around the world, and Hindu leaders from India. During 
the summit, Rabbi Metzger stated: 

“Jews have lived in India for over 2,000 years and have never been discriminated against. 
This is something unparalleled in human history." 

In August 2007, amidst protests, a delegation of Indian Muslim leaders and journalists 
traveled to Israel. The visit was touted as a dialogue of democracies, and was organised by 
the American Jewish Committee's India office. During this trip, Maulana Jameel Ahmed 
Ilyasi, the then secretary-general of the All-India Association of Imams and Mosques, 
praised the mutual respect Israeli Arabs and Israeli Jews have for each other, and 
encouraged resolving problems by dialogue rather than violence. Muslim leaders met with 
then president Shimon Peres, where Peres highlighted the coexistence of religions in 
Jerusalem and India's struggle with terror and separatism. 

In 2008, a second Hindu-Jewish summit took place in Jerusalem. Included in the summit 
was a meeting between Hindu groups and then Israeli President Shimon Peres, where the 
importance of a strong Israeli-Indian relationship was discussed. The Hindu delegation 
also met with Israeli politicians Isaac Herzog and Majalli Wahabi. Hindu groups visited 
and said their prayers at the Western Wall, and also paid their respects 
to Holocaust victims. In 2009, a smaller Hindu-Jewish interfaith meeting organised by 
the Hindu American Foundation and the American Jewish Committee was held in New 
York City and Washington. Hindu and Jewish representatives gave presentations, and 
participants wore lapel pins combining the Israeli, Indian, and American flags. 

On November 2012, Israeli President Shimon Peres remarked, "I think India is the 
greatest show of how so many differences in language, in sects can coexist facing great 
suffering and keeping full freedom." 

JUDAISM IN INDIA  

 

 
Jewish immigrants arriving at Kochiin 68 AD 
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A Bene Israel family in Bombay (c. late 19th century) 

 
Interior of the Magen David Synagogue in Kolkata 

The history of the Jewish people in India dates back to ancient times. Judaism was one of 
the first foreign religions to arrive in India in recorded history. Indian Jews are a religious 
minority of India, but unlike many parts of the world, have historically lived in India 
without any instances of antisemitism from the local majority populace, the Hindus. The 
better-established ancient communities have assimilated a large number of local 
traditions through cultural diffusion. The Jewish population in India is hard to estimate 
since each Jewish community is distinct with different origins; while some allegedly 
arrived during the time of the Kingdom of Judah, others are seen by some as descendants 
of Israel's Ten Lost Tribes. In addition to Jewish expatriates and recent immigrants, there 
are several distinct Jewish groups in India: 

• Cochin Jews, also called Malabar Jews, are of Mizrahi and Sephardi heritage. They are 
the oldest group of Jews in India, with possible roots claimed to date to the time 
of King Solomon. The Cochin Jews settled in the Kingdom of Cochin in South India. 

• The so-called "Spanish and Portuguese Jews", Paradesi Jews and British Jews arrived 
at Madras during the 16th century, mainly as traders and diamond businessmen. They 
also have a large presence in the former Portuguese colony of Goa, where the Goan 
Inquisition was initiated in 1560. 
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• The Bene Israel arrived in the state of Maharashtra 900 years ago. Another branch of 
the Bene Israel community, resided in Karachi until the Partition of India in 1947, 
when they fled to India (in particular: Mumbai). Many of them also moved to Israel. 
The Jews from Sindh, Punjab or Pathan area are often incorrectly called Bani Israel 
Jews. The Jewish community who used to reside in other parts of what became 
Pakistan (such as Lahore or Peshawar) also fled to India in 1947, in a similar manner 
to the larger Karachi Jewish community. 

• The Baghdadi Jews arrived in the city of Surat from Iraq (and other Arab states), Iran 
and Afghanistan about 250 years ago. 

• The Bnei Menashe are Mizo and Kuki tribesmen in Manipur and Mizoram who are 
recent converts to Judaism. 

• The Bene Ephraim (also called "Telugu Jews") are a small group who speak Telugu; 
their observance of Judaism dates to 1981. 

The majority of Indian Jews have "made Aliyah" (migrated) to Israel since the creation of 
the modern state in 1948. Over 70,000 Indian Jews now live in Israel (over 1% of Israel's 
total population). Of the remaining 5,000, the largest community is concentrated 
in Mumbai, where 3,500 have stayed over from the over 30,000 Jews registered there in 
the 1940s, divided into Bene Israel and Baghdadi Jews, though the Baghdadi Jews refused 
to recognize the B'nei Israel as Jews, and withheld dispensing charity to them for that 
reason. There are reminders of Jewish localities in Kerala still left such as Synagogues. 

In the beginning of the 21st century, new Jewish communities have been established in 
Mumbai, New Delhi, Bangalore, and other cities in India. The new communities have been 
established by the Chabad-Lubavitch movement which has sent rabbis to create those 
communities. The communities serve the religious and social needs of Jewish business 
people who have immigrated or visiting India, and Jewish backpackers touring India. The 
largest centre is the Nariman House in Mumbai. There are currently 33 synagogues in 
India, although many no longer function as such and today vary in their levels of 
preservation. 
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Chapter 61 

INDIA–LEBANON RELATIONS 

 

India–Lebanon relations are warm and cordial. Lebanon maintains an embassy in New 
Delhi, whilst India maintains one in Beirut. 

RELATIONS 

India and Lebanon enjoy cordial and friendly relations based on many similarities such as 
political system based on parliamentary democracy, non-alignment, human rights, 
commitment to a just world order, regional and global peace, liberal market economy and 
a vibrant entrepreneurial spirit. In the light of these similarities, there is good potential 
for strengthening ongoing bilateral ties. India established diplomatic relations with 
Lebanon in 1954 and maintained its diplomatic representation in Beirut throughout the 
civil war except for a brief closure of about two months from August 5 to October 16, 1989 
following the escalation of fighting in Beirut, as contrary to a large number of other 
foreign Embassies in Beirut which closed down during the period of the civil war (1975-
1990). During this period, there was limited bilateral interaction between the two 
countries. Indo-Lebanese trade, which had come to a virtual halt during the civil war, has 
increased in recent years. The total trade between Lebanon and India was to the tune of 
US$ 13.60 million in 1993. During the seven-year period from 1993 to 1999, trade grew at 
a slow pace and could only reach US$ 55 million in 1999. However, after 2000 there has 
been a marked difference, especially with increased awareness and recognition in Lebanon 
of India’s economic, technological, political and strategic influence, its large manufacturing 
base, its strength in services, and its ability to remain relatively unscathed in the face of 
regional and international financial crises. The two-way bilateral trade till end-Dec 2012 
is USD 370 million with the balance of trade predominantly in favour of country. 

INDIAN COMMUNITY IN LEBANON 

The Indian community is currently not recognised in Lebanon following the Israel-
Hezbollah War 

In 2006, the Indian population in Lebanon declined due to the Israel-Hezbollah War. The 
evacuees were first brought by Indian naval ships from the Lebanese capital 
of Beirut to Larnaca in Cyprus and then flown to India, under an Indian military-
coordinated exercise dubbed as "Operation Sukoon." 
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Chapter 62 

INDIA–OMAN RELATIONS 

 

India–Oman relations are foreign relations between India and the Sultanate of Oman. 
India has an embassy in Muscat, Oman. An Indian consulate was opened in Muscat in 
February 1955 which was upgraded to a consulate general in 1960 and later into a full-
fledged embassy in 1971. The first ambassador of India arrived in Muscat in 1973. Oman 
established its embassy in New Delhi in 1972 and a consulate general in Mumbai in 1976. 
India and Oman have had trade and people-to-people ties for several millennia. Oman is 
home to a large Indian expatriate community and for Oman, India is an important trading 
partner. Politically, Oman has been supportive of India's bid for permanent membership of 
the United Nations Security Council. 

 
Special Envoy of the Sultan of Oman meeting  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi; August 2014. 

HISTORY 

Trade between India and Oman has a history of several millenniums and archaeological 
excavations in Oman have unearthed evidence to show Indo-Oman trade in the during the 
Classical Age dated to circa third century BCE.Later, Oman had links with the Indian 
states in Gujarat and along the Malabar Coast. The Indian prince Tipu Sultan sent a 
diplomatic delegation to Oman during his reign. 

EXPATRIATE COMMUNITY 

Oman has over five hundred thousand Indian nationals living there making them the 
largest expatriate community in Oman. They annually remit $780 million to India. India 
is a major destination for Omani students pursuing higher studies and in recent years 
there have been increasing numbers of medical tourists coming into the country from 
Oman. Oman has also been trying to promote itself as a tourist destination in India. 
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Annually around 12,000 Indians visit Oman on tourist visas and that number is expected 
to triple by 2015. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

In 2010, bilateral trade between India and Oman stood at $4.5 billion. India was Oman's 
second largest destination for its non-oil exports and its fourth largest source for imports. 
Indian and Omani firms have undertaken joint ventures in a wide range of sectors 
including fertilisers, pharmaceuticals, energy and engineering. The Oman-India Fertiliser 
Company (OMIFCO) plant at Sur in Oman and the Bharat-Oman Oil 
Refinery at Bina have been set up as joint ventures between Indian public sector 
companies and Oman Oil Company. 

GAS PIPELINE 

India has been considering the construction of a 1,100-km-long underwater natural 
gas pipeline from Oman. Called the South Asia Gas Enterprise (SAGE), it will act as an 
alternative to the Iran–Pakistan–India pipeline. The project has been slow in 
materialising although it was first mooted in 1985. 

DEFENCE CO-OPERATION 

Indian Adm. Robin Dhowan receiving Omani Rear Admiral Abdullah Bin Khasim Bin 
Abdullah Al Raisi at South Block, New Delhi; 7 September 2015 

Oman is the first Gulf nation to have formalised defence relations with India. Both 
countries conducted joint military exercises in 2006 and subsequently signed a defense 
agreement. Following Prime Minister Manmohan Singh'svisit to Oman in 2008, defence 
co-operation between the two countries was further stepped up. The Indian Navy has 
berthing rights in Oman, and has been utilising Oman's ports as bases for conducting 
anti-piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden. The Indian Air Force has also been holding 
biannual joint exercises with the Royal Air Force of Oman since 2009. Oman has 
approached India in order to fence along the Oman-Yemen border in order to protect the 
nation from growing unrest in Yemen. The standard issue rifle of the Royal Army of 
Oman is India's INSAS rifle. India has a listening post at Ras al Hadd. and birthing rights 
for the Indian Navy at Mascatnaval base. 

NASEEM AL-BAHR 

Naseem al-Bahr is a bilateral maritime exercise between India and Oman. The exercise 
was first held in 1993. The tenth edition was held in January 2016. 

DUQM 

In February 2018, India announced that it had secured access to the facilities at Duqm for 
the Indian Air Force and the Indian Navy. Duqm had previously served as a port for 
the INS Mumbai. 
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Chapter 63 

INDIA–PALESTINE RELATIONS 

 

Indo-Palestinian relations have been largely influenced by the independence struggle 
against British colonialism. India recognized Palestine's statehood 
following declaration on 18 November 1988; although relations between India and PLO 
were first established in 1974. 

After India achieved its independence in 1947, the country has moved to support 
Palestinian self-determination following the partition of British India. In the light of a 
religious partition between India and Pakistan, the impetus to boost ties 
with Muslim states around the world was a further tie to India's support for 
the Palestinian cause. Though it started to waver in the late 1980s and 1990s as the 
recognition of Israel led to diplomatic exchanges, the ultimate support for the Palestinian 
cause was still an underlying concern. Beyond the recognition for Palestinian self-
determination ties have been largely dependent upon socio-cultural bonds, while economic 
relations were neither cold nor warm. India provided $10 million relief to Palestine's 
annual budget on one occasion. 

Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between India and Israel, there has been 
increased cooperation in military and intelligence ventures. The fall of the Soviet 
Union and the rise of Islamist anti-state activities in both countries paved the way for a 
strategic alliance. Since then, Indian support for Palestine has been lukewarm although 
India still recognizes the legitimacy of aspirations of Palestine. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, became the first Prime Minister of India to visit Palestine 
in 2018. The visit was called "Grand Affair" and historic for India to reaffirm its ties. 

HISTORY 

ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS 

India was the first non-Arab country to contemporaneously recognize the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's authority as "the sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people." A PLO office was set up in the Indian capital in 1975, with full 
diplomatic relations established in March 1980. India recognized Palestine's statehood 
following declaration on 18 November 1988; although relations between India and PLO 
were first established in 1974. 

UPGRADE OF RELATIONS 

India opened a Representative Office in Gaza on 25 June 1996. Indian support was said to 
extend to "consistent and unwavering support" on the Palestinian issue, where it shared 
the perception that the question of Palestine is at the core of the Arab–Israeli conflict. 
India has thus consistently supported the legitimate right of the Palestinian people to a 
State and the consequent imperative need for a just, comprehensive and lasting peace in 
the region based on United Nations Security Council resolution 242, 338 and 425, as well 
as the principle of "Land for Peace." India has also supported the Madrid Conference of 
October, 1991. 
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India participated in the 2007 Annapolis Conference and the consequent donors 
conference. India's Government noted the direct relevance for India on the issue and 
favoured the creation of "sovereign, independent, united states of Palestine" asserting that 
its support for the cause remains unwavered. External Affairs Minister, Pranab 
Mukherjee, briefed the Consultative Committee in his ministry saying, "India's support to 
the Palestinian cause has not wavered." Practically a year later, as a gesture of solidarity 
with the Palestinian cause, India gifted a piece of prized real estate in the Indian capital's 
elite diplomatic enclave for the building of an embassy of the Palestinian National 
Authority's President (PAP) Mahmoud Abbas. Abbas will lay the foundation stone of the 
chancery-cum-residence complex of the embassy of Palestine, where the PAP Abbas would 
formally dedicate the building to the people of Palestine from the people of India. The gift 
underscored India's "unwavering solidarity and commitment to an independent Palestine" 
and was seen by some to balance its growing relations with Israel. On his visit, the PAP 
said that India had played a great role in West Asia peace process. After the ceremonial 
reception and a guard of honour at the forecourt of Rashtrapati Bhawan, Abbas said 
relations between India and Palestine had always been good and that the two countries 
were making efforts to improve such relations. "You know how good relations we have, 
between India and Palestine since [the] great Indira Gandhi and [the] great Yasir Arafat. 
And everyday, it's improving. We are very glad with the help and the support of the Indian 
people to the Palestine." The next day the Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said, 
"India believes that the solution should be based on the relevant UN Resolutions, the Arab 
Peace Plan and the Quartet road map resulting in a sovereign, independent, viable and 
united State of Palestine living within secure and recognised borders, side by side 
at peace with Israel. In 2008, the prime minister of India also gave a statement that "We 
hope to see the realisation of a sovereign, independent, united and viable Palestine, co-
existing peacefully with Israel. I have reaffirmed our position on this to President Abbas 
during our conversation today."" A joint statement also added that "India also called for an 
end to the expansion of Israeli settlements in occupied Palestine and for an early and 
significant easing of restrictions on the free movement of persons and goods within 
Palestine." 

Domestic Palestinian controversy arose, however, as Abbas received some flak for his 
intransigence. On the visit to India he stated that the country's "growing relationship with 
Israel is not a matter of concern for [the] Palestinians" as New Delhi's support for 
Palestinian independence remained clear. He was condemned for making an "utterly 
irresponsible, gratuitous statement" as "shameful" as it was "politically futile" and stood 
no chance to win the PA anything in return. Without an apparatus of Palestinian 
democratic accountability by the representatives of the people the flood of official 
Palestinian concessions was "guaranteed to continue unabated" as it would cause further 
damage to the struggle for "inalienable rights." While talking about India's growing 
engagement with Israel, particularly in the field of defence, Abbas said, "India's relations 
with Israel is its sovereign decision. We are not going to interfere. We know very well that 
India is supportive of the Palestinian struggle for achieving its own independence." His 
controversial comments were in stark contrast to report than India became Israel's second 
largest trading partner, while India became Israel's largest arm's market and the latter 
became the former's largest arms supplier. However, it was also said that the Palestinian 



385 

 

economy has "incredible potential" which could be unleashed if the Israeli restrictions on 
Palestinian movement were lifted, this was accorded by the regional World Bank chief just 
after a high-level World Bank delegation inaugurated a sewage storage facility on a rare 
trip to the Hamas-ruled Gaza. 

While Indian support has often relied on the age-old, and often 
qualifiable propaganda basis, certain points did bound the pre-partition states of Ireland, 
India, and Palestine. On this front, where Israel "unabashedly defends the rights of Jews 
over all others, India (as a state) has never claimed religious exclusivism for it's [sic] 
Hindu citizens," this gave credence to a legitimate support for the Palestinian cause. It 
was also shown, through academic analysis, that "economic factors can have a profound 
impact efforts to resolve conflict peaceably." With this aforementions disclaimer, India 
could, theoretically, be an important ally to improve tensions. Studies of such parallels 
have also shown that economic factors do now draw positive yields. 

INDIAN AID TO PALESTINE 

At the Washington Donors Conference in October, 1995, India pledged US$1 million for 
assistance to the Palestinian people. At the subsequent pledging conference in Paris in 
January, 1996, India pledged another US$1 million which was utilised for construction of 
a Library-cum-Activity Centre at the Palestinian Technical College in Deir-El-Balah and 
another Library at the Al-Azhar University in Gaza. At yet another International Donors 
Conference in Washington DC on 30 November 1998, India pledged another US$1 million. 
The sum of US$300,000 was disbursed to Al-Azhar University for the construction of two 
additional floors to its library. The remaining amount was utilised for a Human Resource 
Development Programme. 

Following a visit of a security delegation to India in March, 1997, led by the Head of the 
Palestinian Security Forces, Maj Gen Nasser Yussef, India offered 51 specialised security 
training slots to Palestinians in various disciplines during the year 1997-98, which 
accounted for an estimated expenditure of ₹ 55 lakhs. India also continued to offer 8 
scholarships under ICCR Schemes to Palestinian students for higher studies in India, 
while also offering several slots for training courses under the ITEC Programme. 

India added more than 50 training slots, at a cost of ₹ 40,63,000, to Palestinian personnel 
for specialised training courses during the financial year 1998-99, where 58 Palestinian 
officers completed their training. During the financial year 1999-2000, 38 more 
Palestinian officers utilised the facilities for training. In October 2008 PAP President 
Abbas visited New Delhi where he met with Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh who 
announced an assistance of US$20 million to the Palestinian Authority and promised to do 
all New Delhi can to help it in the PNA's endeavours. 

PNA President Mahmoud Abbas paid a state visit to India in September 2012, during 
which India pledged US$10 million as aid. Indian officials said it was the third such 
donation, adding that New Delhi was committed to helping other development projects. 
India also pledged support to Palestine's bid for full and equal membership of the UN. 
Three pacts – on building schools, on Information Technology and imparting vocational 
training – were signed between the two side after the talks. Indian Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh said: "Support for the Palestinian cause has been a cornerstone of 
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India's foreign policy. I reiterated India's firm support for the struggle of the Palestinian 
people to achieve a sovereign, independent, viable and united state of Palestine with East 
Jerusalem as its capital." 

REFUGEES 

The first group of Palestinian refugees from Iraq arrived in India in March 2006. 
Generally, they were unable to find work in India as they spoke only Arabic though some 
found employment with UNHCR India's non-Governmental partners. All of them were 
provided with free access to Governmental hospitals. Of the 165 Palestinian refugees from 
Iraq in India, 137 of them found clearance for resettlement in Sweden. 

CULTURAL TIES 

As in much of the Third World, including Eastern Europe, South East Asia and the South 
Asian periphery, the Bollywood legacy continues to build soft power prerogatives for India. 

ECONOMIC TIES 

An Indian company, M/s Satyam, Hyderabad (and M/s United Information Technology), 
were jointly awarded by Palestine Telecommunications Co a contract for the supply and 
implementation of Oracle Financial System in Nablus, West Bank. 

BILATERAL VISITATION 

PLO President Yasser Arafat visited India on 20–22 November 1997. He also paid a one-
day visit to India on 10 April 1999. In 1997 a Memorandum of Understanding on Co-
operation was signed between the two states. The MOU provided for a structured 
framework for bilateral co-operation in such diverse areas as commerce, trade, culture, 
science & technology, industrial collaboration, information and broadcasting, amongst 
others. Arafat also laid the foundation stone of an auditorium to be built by the Indo-Arab 
League in Hyderabad. In April, 1997 he attended the 12th Ministerial Conference of Non-
Aligned Movement, where he addressed the NAM Foreign Ministers in a special session. 

The PLO's Executive Committee member, Sulaiman Najjab, visited India to participate in 
a seminar on "Prospects for Peace in the Middle East," organised by the United Nations' 
Department of Information on 3–4 February 1998. The Director General of the Palestine 
Election Commission also visited India in February, 1998 to familiarise himself with the 
election process in India, where he visited Gandhi Nagar and Mumbai to witness the 
election process. The Palestinian Minister of Housing and Energy, Abdel Rahman Hamad, 
visited India in April, 1998 to attend another seminar organised by the Council of Arab 
Ambassadors. During the visit, he called on the Minister of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas and the Minister of External Affairs. A Member of the Executive Committee of Al-
Fateh, in charge of foreign relations and a member of the Palestine National Council, Hani 
Al-Hasan, visited India as a representative of the PLO to attend the 17th Congress of 
the Communist Party of India (CPI) held at Chennai from 18–20 September 1998. He also 
called on the Minister of External Affairs. 

An Indian official delegation visited the Palestinian self-rule areas in May, 1997 and 
called on President Arafat in Gaza. The Minister for External Affairs, Saleem I Shervani, 
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met the Foreign Minister of the State of Palestine, Farouk Kaddoumi, at Tunis on 5 
September 1997. Following this an MOU on Bilateral Co-operation between the 
Government of India and the PNA was concluded in November, 1997. There was a 
strengthening of co-operation in the field of trade, culture and information. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has visited the West Bank on February 10, 2018, which is 
the first visit of an Indian Prime Minister to the Palestinian territories. During the trip 
to Palestine, Narendra Modi was conferred Grand Collar of the State of Palestine on 10th 
February 2018 
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Chapter 64 

INDIA–SAUDI ARABIA RELATIONS 

 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meeting King Salman, at the Royal Court, in Riyadh; 
2016. 

India–Saudi Arabia relations  or Indo -Saudi relations, refers to the bilateral 
relationship between the Republic of India and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Relations 
between the two nations are generally strong and close, especially in commercial interests. 

HISTORY 

Trade and cultural links between ancient India and Arabia date back to third millennium 
BC. By 1000 AD, the trade relations between southern India and Arabia flourished and 
became the backbone of the Arabian economy. Arab traders held a monopoly over the spice 
trade between India and Europe until the rise of European imperialist empires. India was 
one of the first nations to establish ties with the Third Saudi State. During the 1930s, 
India heavily funded Nejd through financial subsidies. 

Formal diplomatic relations between contemporary India and Saudi Arabia were 
established soon after India gained independence in 1947. Relations between the two 
countries have strengthened considerably owing to collaboration in regional affairs and 
trade. Saudi Arabia is one of the largest suppliers of oil to India, who is one of the top 
seven trading partners and the fifth biggest investor in Saudi Arabia. 

In history there have been four visits to Saudi Arabia by an Indian Prime 
Minister: Jawaharlal Nehru (1955), Indira Gandhi (1982), Manmohan Singh (2010) 
and Narendra Modi (2016). The two countries share similar views on combating terrorism. 

BACKGROUND 

Since its independence in 1947, India has sought to maintain strong ties with Saudi 
Arabia, an important regional power and trading base in West Asia. In a major visit 
by King Saud of Saudi Arabia to India in November 1955, both nations agreed to shape 
their relationship based on the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence. Saudi Arabia is 
also home to more than 1.4 million Indian workers. India was the only South Asian nation 
to recognise the Soviet-backed Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, whereas Saudi Arabia 
was one of the key supporters of the Afghan mujahideen, who fought the Soviets and their 
Afghan allies from Pakistan. 

DEVELOPMENT OF BILATERAL RELATIONS 

India's strategic relations with Saudi Arabia have been affected by the latter's relations 
with Pakistan. Saudi Arabia supported Pakistan's stance on the Kashmir conflict and 
during the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, at the expense of its relations with 
India. The Soviet Union's close relations with India also negatively affected Indo-Saudi 
relations. During the Persian Gulf War (1990–91), India officially maintained neutrality. 
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Saudi Arabia's close military and strategic ties with Pakistan have also been a source of 
continuing strain. 

Since the 1990s, both nations have taken steps to improve ties. Saudi Arabia has 
supported granting observer status to India in the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) and has expanded its collaboration with India to fight Islamic 
terrorism in the Middle East. In January 2006, King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia made a 
special visit to India, becoming the first Saudi monarch in 51 years to do so. The Saudi 
king and the Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh signed an agreement forging a 
strategic energy partnership that was termed the "Delhi Declaration." The pact provides 
for a "reliable, stable and increased volume of crude oil supplies to India through long-
term contracts." Both nations also agreed on joint ventures and the development of oil and 
natural gas in public and private sectors. An Indo-Saudi joint declaration in the Indian 
capital New Delhi described the king's visit as "heralding a new era in India-Saudi Arabia 
relations." 

COMMERCE 

Since the 1990s, India's economic liberalisation has helped bolster trade with Saudi 
Arabia, which annually supplies to India nearly 175 million barrels (25 million metric 
tonnes) of crude oil, or a quarter of its needs. In 2006–07 bilateral trade stood at USD 
16 billion (USD 3 billion excluding oil) and is expected to double by 2010. India's current 
exports to Saudi Arabia stand at USD 2.6 billion, while Saudi Arabia's exports are in the 
range of USD 13.4 billion (USD 1.2 billion excluding oil). India's major exports 
include basmati rice, textiles and garments and machinery, while it imports organic and 
inorganic chemicals, metal scrap, leather, gold and oil from Saudi Arabia. Both nations 
are expected to expand trade and cooperation and joint ventures in telecommunications, 
pharmaceuticals, health services, information technology, biotechnology, agriculture, 
construction projects, energy and financial services. Both countries agreed to launch joint 
ventures for developing gas-based fertiliser plants in Saudi Arabia. India agreed to set up 
institutes of higher education and research, provide educational opportunities in India for 
Saudi Arabian students and expand cooperation between India's Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research and the Saudi Arabian Standards Organisation (SASO). 

India and Saudi trade was almost USD 25 billion last fiscal year with about 2 million 
Indians working in Saudi Arabia . 

Saudi imports from India amounted to $7 billion or 2.7% of India's overall exports in 2015. 
The 10 major commodities exported from India to Saudi Arabia were: 

1. Oil: $1.8 billion 
2. Cereals: $1.1 billion 
3. Machinery: $459 million 
4. Iron or steel products: $367.8 million 
5. Organic chemicals: $336.8 million 
6. Meat: $267.9 million 
7. Vehicles: $229 million 
8. Ceramic products: $217.4 million 
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9. Electronic equipment: $203.9 million 
10. Clothing (not knit or crochet): $162.8 million 

Saudi exports to India amounted to $21.4 billion or 5.5% of India's overall imports in 2015. 
The 10 major commodities exported from Saudi Arabia to India were: 

1. Oil: $16.4 billion 
2. Organic chemicals: $1.2 billion 
3. Plastics: $954.2 million 
4. Fertilizers: $729.9 million 
5. Gems, precious metals: $631.4 million 
6. Aircraft, spacecraft: $542.9 million 
7. Inorganic chemicals: $199.5 million 
8. Aluminum: $193.6 million 
9. Copper: $142.9 million 
10. Other chemical goods: $95.3 million 

BILATERAL INVESTMENT 

India and Saudi Arabia are developing countries and need two-sided flow of investment in 
infrastructure and development. Progressive growth has been observed between the 
countries in bilateral investment after the liberalisation policy of India in 1991 and little 
bit faster increase in new millennium. Saudi Arabia is ranked at 15th position in country-
wise FDI joint venture in India and it is second in Arab countries followed by UAE. Saudi 
has US$21.55 million worth value in FDI joint venture during 2004–05 to 2007–08. Saudi 
is also among the major FDI investing countries in India, it has invested ₹422 
million (US$6.5 million) during August 1991 to December 1999 and ₹691 
million (US$11 million) during January 2000 to August 2008. Investment is observed in 
diverse fields such as paper manufacture, chemicals, computer software, granite 
processing, industrial products and machinery, cement, metallurgical industries, etc. 
Indian firms also has shown the interest in Saudi market after new Saudi laws and 
established joint venture projects or wholly owned subsidiaries in the Kingdom. According 
to Saudi investment authority survey, India has 56 FDI projects having worth of 
304 million SAR during 2005 in Saudi Arabia. These licenses are for projects in different 
sectors such as management and consultancy services, construction projects, 
telecommunications, information technology, pharmaceuticals, etc. Moreover, several 
Indian companies have established collaborations with Saudi companies and working in 
the Kingdom in the areas of designing, consultancy, financial services and software 
development. 

2010 VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA BY MANMOHAN SINGH 

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh undertook a three-day visit to Saudi Arabia 
beginning 27 February 2010. He was accompanied by his wife Gursharan Kaur, Health 
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, Commerce and Industry Minister Anand Sharma, Petroleum 
Minister Murli Deora and Minister of State for External Affairs Shashi Tharoor. It was 
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the first visit to the kingdom by an Indian Prime Minister since 1982 and the third to 
date. 

In a rare diplomatic gesture symbolising the strong cultural and socio-economic ties 
between the two nations, Dr Singh and his official delegation were received at the royal 
terminal of the King Khalid International Airport by Crown Prince Sultan bin Abdul 
Azizaccompanied by his entire cabinet. In departure from the protocol norms, a red carpet 
was rolled out to the Prime Minister, instead of the traditional green carpet. The nearly 
40-km route from the airport to the city centre was lined with Indian and Saudi Arabian 
flags. 

On the second day a formal reception was held in honour of the state guests. Singh was 
scheduled to address the Majlis-e-Shura, a privilege that has been described as "a singular 
honour". Female diplomat Latha Reddy was permitted not to wear the abaya or the hijab. 
This special gesture was described as "largely symbolic in nature, but it is a sign of the 
changing times". 

During his visit Dr Singh received an honorary doctorate from Saudi Arabia's 
prestigious King Saud University. An MoU for co-operation was signed between Indian 
Institute of Science, Bangalore and the King Saud University in the presence of the Prime 
Minister. Later, speaking at a community event at the Indian Embassy hosted by Indian 
Ambassador Talmeez Ahmed, the Prime Minister praised the contributions made by the 
over 1.8 million Indian citizens. "India is proud of you and proud of your achievements in 
this country," he said. 

An extradition treaty was signed by Indian Health and Family Welfare Minister Ghulam 
Nabi Azad and Prince Naif bin Abdul Aziz the Saudi Arabian Second Deputy Prime 
Minister and Interior Minister. Four agreements pertaining to transfer of sentenced 
persons, cultural co-operation, Memorandum of Understanding between Indian Space 
Research Organisation and King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology for co-
operation in peaceful use of outer space and joint research and information technology 
were also signed in presence of the two leaders. Four other agreements were also signed 
the day before, including one by Tata Motors to supply school buses worth US$80 million. 

Dr Singh returned home on 1 March 2010 concluding this 3-day visit. This visit is 
considered as India's attempt to increase the depth of relationships between the two 
countries and make a pitch for investments from Saudi Arabia. 

2016 VISIT BY NARENDRA MODI 

Agenda on energy, security, trade and well-being of Indian workers. Modi is first Indian 
conferred Saudi Arabia’s highest civilian honour. 
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Chapter 65 

INDIA–SYRIA RELATIONS 

 

Bilateral relations between the India and Syria are historic where the two have ancient 
civilisational ties. Both countries were on the silk route through which civilisational 
exchanges took place for centuries. 

HISTORY 

 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and  

President Shukri Kuwatly in Damascus; 1956. 

The urge to pursue relations with the Muslim world in general, and the Arab world in 
particular, was strengthened in light of the partition of India on religious grounds. 
Religious partitions aside. the same perspective brought support for the Palestinian cause. 
Additionally, India pursued a pro-Arab policy regarding the Arab-Israeli conflict in order 
to counteract Pakistani influence in the region as well as to secure access to Western 
Asian petroleum resources. 

A common nationalism and secular orientation, membership of NAM and similar 
perceptions on many issues further strengthened a bond between the two states. India 
supported "Syria’s legitimate right to regain the occupied Golan Heights." In turn, this 
was reciprocated with Syrian recognition that Kashmir is a bilateral issue as well as 
general support of India’s concerns and even candidature at various international forums. 

DEVELOPING RELATIONS 

Beyond commercial ties, India and Syria also have educational exchanges. In addition to a 
large Syrian student population in India, each year five scholarships under the CEP 
programme are offered to Syrian students for pursuing higher studies in India, as well as 
14 scholarships to Syrian scholars under the General Cultural Scholarship Scheme 
(GCSS). Syria also offers five scholarships to Indian students for studying Arabic language 
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and literature. The two countries have also signed agreements to cooperate in scientific 
and technical education. 

Indian Former President Pratibha Patil also called on the two states to strengthen 
relations with increasing trade and encouraging people-to-people contacts. While hosting 
Syrian president Syrian President Bashar al-Assad she said that "Our civilisational and 
historical links are well known and well documented. We look forward to intensifying our 
relations with Syria as we believe that our historical links are just as important to our 
peoples as our common endeavours in the path of modernisation." Assad reciprocated in 
calling on India to take a more active role in the Middle East peace process as it is one of 
the few states that has credibility on all sides. The Syrian Foreign Minister also made a 
similar comment saying, "India must play its role in the international arena. The situation 
in the Middle East directly influences India. It is in India's interest to see a resolution of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. India needs to invest in its relations with the US to convince the 
US administration that stability in the Middle East is in the interests of the US and 
Israel. India should also persuade other Non-Aligned Movement countries to back the 
peace process in the Middle East and the establishment of a Palestinian state. India can 
do a lot in this field. As long as India continues its independent foreign policy, relations 
between India and Syria will grow to mutual advantage." 

Patil said on a visit to Syria called on Israel to return the Golan Heights: ""India has 
consistently supported all just Arab causes. I would also like to reiterate our strong 
support for Syria's legitimate right to the Golan Heights and for its very early and full 
return to Syria." Syrian President Bashar al-Assad held a press conferenced with Patil 
where he lambasted Israel for obstructing peace and said: "We expressed our hope that 
Syrian-Indian relations together with international efforts will help put an end to the 
sufferings of the Palestinian people, blockaded by an apartheid wall." 

COMMERCE 

The Indian Foreign Ministry describes the two countries' economic relations as having 
"bright prospects and harbour great potential." 

Trade data 

Year Exports Imports 
   

1995-96 US$ 30 million US$ 8.29 million 
   

1996-97 US$ 48 million US$ 21 million 
   

1997-98 US$ 53 million US$ 7.3 million 
   

1998-99 US$ 60.76 million US$ 17.89 million 
   

1999-00 US$ 65.67 million US$ 11.82 million 
   

2000-01 US$ 72.91 million US$ 6.5 million 
   

2001-02 US$ 95.94 million US$ 7.23 million 
   

2002-03 US$ 122.02 million US$ 8.9 million 
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Indian exports to Syria consisted primarily of man-made fabrics and yarns (21%), 
machinery and transport equipment (20%), pharmaceuticals & chemicals (8%), 
manufacture of metals (6%), jute and jute products (4%). Its imports consisted of rock 
phosphates, pulses, spices, raw cotton and raw wooll however, more scope was seen for 
increasing exports of traditional items like jute/jute products, non-basmati rice, tea, coffee, 
and other agricultural goods. 

In the first decade of the 21st century, India and Syria also announced areas of mutual 
benefit to focus more attention on: rock phosphates and fertilisers, cement, the power 
sector, information technology, education and agro-industries were such areas. India 
additionally expressed interest in expanding its industrial engagements in the form of 
investments and joint-ventures. In 2009, Indian Petroleum Minister Murli Deora and 
Syrian Minister of Petroleum and Natural Resources Sufian Al-Alaw signed an agreement 
at the Petrotech India 2009 conference paving the way for ONGC Videsh, the foreign arm 
of the upstream Oil and Natural Gas Corporation, to explore for oil and natural gas in 
Syria. Until then most Indian investment in Syria had been on a small scale. In 2006, 
Syria received investments from India worth US$84 million out a total of US$800 million. 
India was, therefore, the third highest investor (behind Iran's lead) in the country and 
ahead of Germany's with US$24 million (while the EU as a whole put in US$155 
million). At the time, the trade balance was in favour of India, though it was speculated 
that this could change with the new oil and gas contracts. 

Many Indian companies have also for important contracts from Syria. KEC (I) Ltd 
completed a contract of around US$ 48 million for building electricity transmission 
towers/network for the Jordan-Syria sector. BEML is a regular supplier of earthmoving 
equipment to Syria and concluded an order of around US$ 6 million. IRCON got an order 
of around US$ 9 million for electric sub-stations. ABB (India) won a contract of around 
US$ 51.5 million to supply nine power sub-stations. The ONGC Videsh-led consortium 
was awarded an exploration contract (block 24, which is potentially rich in oil). The Indian 
Electrical & Electronics Manufacturers’ Association also for US$ 40 million worth of 
contracts. 

CULTURAL RELATIONS 

The first Christian presence in India was that of the Church of the East. The ancient 
Syriac language among the Syrian Christians of Kerala was also brought to Kerala by St 
Thomas in the 1st century CE. Even today the language continues to be taught in colleges 
and universities in Kerala. 

BILATERAL VISITS 

On 14 July 1957, Indian first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru visited Damascus on his 
way to the United States. During the visit, a main street (where Umayyad Square is 
currently located) was named in his honour in order to "immortalise Syrian-Indian 
relations." 

The Indian Minister of State for Information & Broadcasting, Arun Jaitley, visited Syria 
in January 2000. A senior Minister, Murali Manohar Joshi participated in the funeral 
ceremonies of the former President Hafez Al-Assad in June 2000. The Minister of State for 
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Science and Technology, BS Rawat visited Syria in November 2000. Jaswant Singh also 
visited Syria in January/February 2001 and Yashwant Sinha visited Syria in August 2003. 
Syrian Deputy PM & Foreign Minister Farouk Al-Shara visited India in August 2002. 

Former Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee travelled with a delegation including 
his Minister of External Affairs, National Security Adviser and senior officials for a 3-day 
official visit to Syria, which was the first visit of an Indian prime minister after 15 years. 
On the trip Vajpayee and Assad jointly inaugurated the Syrian National Bio-technology 
Centre, that was established with Indian assistance, where Vajpayee announced a special 
grant of US$ 1 million for the centre. The two countries also decided to set up a Joint 
Hydrocarbon Committee. Vajpayee also announced a credit line of US$ 25 million for the 
development of bilateral trade. For their part, Syria also supported a resolution of India-
Pakistan issues bilaterally through dialogue based on the Simla Agreement (1972) and the 
Lahore Declaration (1999), while Vajpayee reiterated India's "principled support for the 
Palestinian and Syrian causes and for the legitimate rights and aspirations in the 
framework of the UNSC Resolutions as well as the 'land for peace' principle." 

More recently, the Syrian foreign minister visited India and was followed a year later by 
President al-Assad. After Al-Assad's became president in July 2000, his first ministerial 
delegation that went abroad was to India, led by the then Deputy Prime Minister for 
Economic Affairs and included the Ministers of Planning, Industry, Science & Technology 
and Higher Education. 

Bilateral visits 

Title Name Nationality Year Reason  

President 
Shukri al-
Quwatli 

Syrian 
17 
January 
1957 

State visit 

 

Prime 
Minister 

Jawaharlal 
Nehru 

Indian 
14 July 
1957 

State visit 
 

President 
Hafez Al 
Assad  

Syrian 
1978 & 
1983 

State visit 
 

Vice-
President 

Zuhier 
Masharqa 

Syrian 1991 
  

Foreign 
Minister 

Farouk Al- 
Shara 

Syrian 1998 
  

Law Minister 
Arun 
Jaitley  

Indian 
January 
2000   

Human 
Resources 
Development 
Minister 

Murali 
Manohar 
Joshi 

Indian June 2000 Funeral of Hafez Al-Assad 
 

Deputy Prime 
Minister 

Khalid 
Raad 

Syrian July 2000 
  

Deputy Prime 
Minister & 
Foreign 
Minister 

Farouk Al- 
Shara 

Syrian 
August 
2002   
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Prime 
Minister 

Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee 

Indian 
November 
2003  

State 

Deputy 
Foreign 
Minister 

Farukh 
Taha 

Syrian 
April 
2006   

Industry 
Minister 

Fouad Issa 
al-Jonni 

Syrian 
January 
2007 

CII Business Partnership Summit, 
Bengaluru  

Minister of 
Petroleum 

Murli 
Deora 

Indian 
April 
2007 

With MDs of major Public Sector 
Undertakings in the oil and gas sector on 
an exploratory bilateral visit (also first visit 
by a Cabinet Minister of an Indian 
economic ministry) 

 

Foreign 
Minister 

Walid Al 
Mouallem 

Syrian 
August 
2007   

Deputy Prime 
Minister 

Abdullah 
Dardari 

Syrian 
January 
2008 

Ministerial and business delegation, 
including Ministers of Electricity, Higher 
Education and Planning to attend the 1st 
session of the Syria-India Joint Commission 
and the CII Partnership Summit, Gurgaon. 
Also visited the Auto Show (Delhi) 
unveiling the Tata Nano, the Delhi 
Metro, BHEL (Haridwar), Pune (to visit 
Tata Motors), IT and Bio-technology and 
other companies in Hyderabad, industrial 
and financial 
institutions in Mumbai. 

 

President 
Bashar Al-
Assad  

Syrian June 2008 State visit 
 

Deputy 
Foreign 
Minister 

Ahmed 
Arnous 

Syrian 
February 
2010 

Accompanied by the General Manager of 
the Syrian Investment Agency, Ahmad 
Abdul Aziz, visited Delhi to attend the 2nd 
Indo-Arab Investment Project Conclave 
organised by CII. 

 

Commerce 
and Industry 
Minister 

Anand 
Sharma 

Indian June 2010 
Co-Chair the 2nd Session of the India-Syria 
Joint Commission  

 

CONSULAR EXCHANGES 

VP Haran, the Joint Secretary at the Indian Ministry of External Affairs, was appointed 
as the Ambassador of India to the Syrian Arab Republic on 10 September 2008. 
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Chapter 66 

INDIA–TURKEY RELATIONS 

 

India–Turkey relations refer to foreign relations between India and Turkey. Since the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between India and Turkey in 1948, political and 
bilateral relations have been usually characterised by warmth and cordiality, although 
some sporadic tensions remain due to Turkey's support for Pakistan, India's rival. India 
and Turkey are both secular democracies, based on ethnic, religious and linguistic 
plurality. India has an embassy in Ankara and a consulate–general in Istanbul. Turkey 
has an embassy in New Delhi and a consulate-general in Mumbai. As of 2015, the bilateral 
trade between India & Turkey stood at US$ 6.26 billion & is heavily tilted in India's 
favour.  

HISTORY 

Economic and cultural relations between ancient India and Anatolia date back to 
the Vedic age (before 1000 BCE). During World War I, the British Indian Empire played a 
pivotal role in the successful Allied campaign against the Ottoman Empire. There are deep 
historical connections between India and Turkey. The first exchange of diplomatic 
missions between the Ottoman Sultans and the Muslim rulers of the sub-continent dates 
back to the years 1481-82. A strong historical connection between India and Turkey exists 
dating back to the medieval era and fostered with the late 19th and 20th century 
interaction between the two. India and Turkey also have a cultural overlap. The Turkic 
impact on India in areas such as language, culture and civilisation, art and architecture, 
and costumes and cuisine was considerable. There are also over 9,000 words common 
in Hindustani and Turkish languages. More recent historical contacts between India and 
Turkey were reflected in the medical mission led by renowned Indian freedom fighter, 
Dr M A Ansari, to Turkey in 1912 during the Balkan Wars. India also extended support in 
the 1920s to Turkey’s War of Independence and the formation of the Turkish 
republic. Mahatma Gandhi himself took a stand against the injustices inflicted on Turkey 
at the end of World War I 

Turkey recognised India right after its declaration of independence on 15 August 1947 and 
diplomatic relations were established between the two countries. As Turkey was part of 
the Western Alliance and India of the Non-Aligned Movement during the Cold War era, 
the bilateral relations did not develop at a desired pace. However, since the end of the 
Cold War era, both sides put in effort in developing their bilateral relations in every 
field. In contemporary times, relations between India and Turkey have been strained due 
to Turkey's religious mutuality with Pakistan. Until recently, Turkey was a vocal advocate 
of Pakistan's position on the Kashmir dispute. Turkey was also one of the few opponents 
to India's inclusion into the Nuclear Suppliers Group. However, in recent years, the 
relations between the two countries have warmed due to common strategic goals, and 
there is a growing bilateral cooperation in the fields of education, technology and 
commerce. Turkey has softened its pro-Pakistani approach on the Kashmir issue thinking 
that it is important to build up a coherent and comprehensive relationship with India and 
develop a holistic Asian policy. Turkey has since reversed its support to Pakistan’s 
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position on Kashmir, moving from a call for a plebiscite under UN supervision to stressing 
the importance of India-Pakistanbilateral talks to resolve the issue, which is by and large 
closer to India’s position, which still doesn't improve much since India vehemently opposes 
a UN referendum (as it always has). India's GMR Group is one of the main stakeholders in 
the new Sabiha Gökçen International Airport in İstanbul.  Both the countries are 
members of the G20 group of major economies, where the two countries have closely 
cooperated on the management of the world economy. Bilateral trade in July 2012 stood at 
US$ 7.5 billion, a figure that is expected to double to US$ 15 billion by 2015. Strategically 
too, there are growing areas of consensus. On Afghanistan, Turkey had taken the lead in 
2011 to begin the Istanbul Process to find meaningful and sustainable solutions to 
Afghanistan’s problems. The Istanbul Process culminated in the annual “Heart of Asia” 
regional conference on Afghanistan held in Kazakhstan’s former capital, Almaty, with 
both India and Turkey playing important roles. In the context of the planned 2014 
withdrawal of NATO and US troops from Afghanistan, the need for Delhi and Ankara to 
intensify dialogue over Afghanistan has acquired a particular importance. 

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

Despite enjoying a healthy relationship, India and Turkey are at odds regarding 
the Armenian Genocide, although India doesn't officially recognize it. 

BILATERAL TRADE RELATIONS 

 
Entrance plate at Embassy of India in Ankara 

The bilateral trade relations started its new phase and both sides emphasised the 
importance of developing bilateral cooperation programmes with the aim to enhance their 
commercial relations on a mutually beneficial and sustainable basis. However, as the 
world's second-most populous country, India’s progress in gaining importance in the global 
economy and international politics since the 1990s has led to Turkey’s quest to develop a 
new strategy for South Asia. Turkey has also begun to prioritise India in South Asian 
politics while preserving its traditionally good relations with Pakistan and Bangladesh. In 
recent years, the relations between the two countries have warmed due to common 
strategic goals, and there is a growing bilateral cooperation in the fields of education, 
technology and commerce. 
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On 18 March 2012, Burak Akçapar, Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey in India, 
announced that Turkey sought to double flights from India and open four more connecting 
points. Other destinations considered are Hyderabad, Chennai, Kolkata and Bengaluru. 
At present, Turkish Airlines operates daily flights from Mumbai and New Delhi to 
Istanbul. A joint study on a free trade area was conducted, but is yet to be signed. He also 
announced that consulates in Chennai and Hyderabad, in South India, are planned to be 
started, as permission had been gained from the Indian Government. 

INVESTMENTS 

More than 150 companies with Indian capital have registered businesses in Turkey in the 
form of joint-ventures, trade and representative offices. These include M/s Polyplex, GMR 
Infrastructure, TATA Motors, Mahindra & Mahindra, Reliance, Ispat, Aditya Birla 
Group, Tractors and Farm Equipment Ltd, Jain Irrigation, Wipro and Dabur. Turkey 
ranks 41st overall in terms of FDI inflows to India. Cumulative Turkish direct investment 
into India amounts to US$ 87.18 million (April 2000 – Apri2014) 

COOPERATION IN SPACE TECHNOLOGY 

Turkey's first nano satellite "ITUpSAT1", manufactured at the Istanbul Technical 
University's Faculty of Aeronautics was sent to space on a PSLV C-14 rocket by the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on 23 September 2009. The satellite orbited the 
earth at an altitude of 720 kilometres and had the capacity to take continental photos. Its 
orbital life was six months. Turkey is keen to expand cooperation in space technology with 
India. 

DEFENCE COOPERATION 

Admiral E Murat Bilgel, Commander of the Turkish Naval Forces, accorded with a guard 
of honour by the Indian Navy at South Block lawn, New Delhi. 

 
INS Trikand entering Istanbul, Turkey; 4 October 2015. 

During the visit of Prime Minister Turgut Ozal to India in 1986, it was agreed that the 
two embassies will house Defence Attaché office. During the visit of Prime 
Minister Vajpayee in September 2003, it was decided that Defence Ministers of both 
countries should remain in closer touch. India conveyed its willingness to expand military 
to military contacts, and mutual exchange of delegations to training facilities. During the 
visit of the Turkish Prime Minister Erdoğan to India in November 2008, both prime 
ministers agreed to enhance cooperation between the two defence forces. As far as 
the military exercises between India and Turkey is concerned, there has been a regular 
but a low profile passage exercises (PASSEX) between the Navies of the two countries. 
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Chapter 67 

INDIA–RUSSIA RELATIONS 

 

Indo-Russian relations refer to the bilateral relations between the Republic of India and 
the Russian Federation. During the Cold War, India and the Soviet Union (USSR) had a 
strong strategic, military, economic and diplomatic relationship. After the collapse of the 
USSR, Russia inherited the close relationship with India, while India improved its 
relations with the West. 

Traditionally, the Indo-Russian strategic partnership has been built on five major 
components: politics, defence, civil nuclear energy, anti-terrorism co-operation and space.  

These five major components were highlighted in a speech given by former Indian Foreign 
Secretary Ranjan Mathai in Russia. However, in recent years a sixth component, 
economic, has grown in importance with both countries setting a target for US$30 billion 
in bilateral trade by 2025. In order to facilitate this target both countries are looking to 
develop a free trade agreement. Bilateral trade between both countries in 2012 grew by 
over 24%. 

The powerful IRIGC is the main body that conducts affairs at the Governmental level 
between both countries. Both countries are members of many international bodies where 
they jointly collaborate closely on matters of shared national interest. Important examples 
include the UN, BRICS, G20 and SCO. Russia has stated publicly that it supports India 
receiving a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council. In addition, Russia 
has expressed interest in joining SAARC with observer status in which India is a founding 
member. 

India is the second largest market for the Russian defence industry. In 2017, 
approximately 68% of the Indian Military's hardware import came from Russia, making 
Russia the chief supplier of defence equipment. India has an embassy in Moscow and two 
consulates-general (in Saint Petersburg and Vladivostok). Russia has an embassy in New 
Delhi and four consulates-general (in Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, and Mumbai). 

According to a 2014 BBC World Service Poll, 45% of Russians view India positively, with 
only 9% expressing a negative view. 

COUNTRY COMPARISON 

Common name  India  Russia 

Official name Republic of India Russian Federation 

Flag 
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Coat of Arms 

 

 

Population  1,326,572,000 (2017) estimated 146,267,999 (2017) estimated 

Land Area  3,287,263 km² 17,098,246 km² 

Capital New Delhi Moscow  

Government 

Federal parliamentary constitutional 
republic 

Federal semi-presidential 
constitutional republic 
multi-party system 

Current 
leader(s) 

President: Ram Nath Kovind 
Prime Minister: Narendra Modi 

President: Vladimir Putin 
Vice Prime Minister: Dmitry 
Medvedev 

GDP (Nominal) $2,611,012 (6th) $1,527,469 (12th) 

GDP (PPP) $9,446,789 (3rd) $4,000,096 (6th) 

Forex reserves $424,864 $462,400 

HISTORY 

In 1468 a Russian traveller Afanasy Nikitin began his journey to India. Between 1468 and 
1472 he traveled through Persia, India and Ottoman Empire. The documentation of his 
experiences during this journey is compiled in the book The Journey Beyond Three 
Seas(Khozheniye za tri morya). 

SOVIET UNION AND INDIA 

 
Soviet Ambassador Kirill Novikov arriving in New Delhi 1947  

to establish formal diplomatic relations with India 
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Soviet Stamp celebrating  

Indo-Soviet friendship & Cooperation 

A cordial relationship with India that began in the 1950s represented the most successful 
of the Soviet attempts to foster closer relations with Third World countries. The 
relationship began with a visit by Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to the Soviet 
Union in June 1955 and Khrushchev's return trip to India in the fall of 1955. While in 
India, Khrushchev announced that the Soviet Union supported Indian sovereignty over 
the disputed territory of the Kashmir region and over Portuguese coastal enclaves such 
as Goa. 

The Soviet Union's strong relations with India had a negative impact upon both Soviet 
relations with the People's Republic of China and Indian relations with the PRC, during 
the Khrushchev period. The Soviet Union declared its neutrality during the 1959 border 
dispute and the Sino-Indian war of October 1962, although the Chinese strongly objected. 
The Soviet Union gave India substantial economic and military assistance during the 
Khrushchev period, and by 1960 India had received more Soviet assistance than China 
had. This disparity became another point of contention in Sino-Soviet relations. In 1962 
the Soviet Union agreed to transfer technology to co-produce the Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-
21 jet fighter in India, which the Soviet Union had earlier denied to China. 

In 1965 the Soviet Union served successfully as peace broker between India and Pakistan 
after an Indian-Pakistani border war. The Soviet Chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
literally Premier of the Soviet Union, Alexei Kosygin, met with representatives of India 
and Pakistan and helped them negotiate an end to the military conflict over Kashmir. In 
1971 the former East Pakistan region initiated an effort to secede from its political union 
with West Pakistan. India supported the secession and, as a guarantee against possible 
Chinese entrance into the conflict on the side of West Pakistan, it signed with the Soviet 
Union the Indo-Soviet Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation in August 1971. In 
December, India entered the conflict and ensured the victory of the secessionists and the 
establishment of the new state of Bangladesh. 
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Relations between the Soviet Union and India did not suffer much during the 
rightist Janata Party's coalition Government in the late 1970s, although India did move to 
establish better economic and military relations with Western countries. To counter these 
efforts by India to diversify its relations, the Soviet Union proffered additional weaponry 
and economic assistance. 

During the 1980s, despite the 1984 assassination by Sikh separatists of Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi, the mainstay of cordial Indian-Soviet relations, India maintained 
a close relationship with the Soviet Union. Indicating the high priority of relations with 
the Soviet Union in Indian foreign policy, the new Indian prime minister, Rajiv Gandhi, 
visited the Soviet Union on his first state visit abroad in May 1985 and signed two long-
term economic agreements with the Soviet Union. According to Rejaul Karim Laskar, a 
scholar of Indian foreign policy, during this visit, Rajiv Gandhi developed a personal 
rapport with Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev.  In turn, Gorbachev's first visit to a 
Third World state was his meeting with Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in New Delhi in late 
1986. Mikhail Gorbachev unsuccessfully urged Gandhi to help the Soviet Union set up an 
Asian collective security system. Gorbachev's advocacy of this proposal, which had also 
been made by Leonid Brezhnev, was an indication of continuing Soviet interest in using 
close relations with India as a means of containing China. With the improvement of Sino-
Soviet relations in the late 1980s, containing China had less of a priority, but close 
relations with India remained important as an example of Gorbachev's new Third World 
policy. 

RUSSIA AND INDIA 

Relations with India have always been and I am sure will be one of the most important 
foreign policy priorities of our country. Our mutual ties of friendship are filled with 
sympathy, and trust, and openness. And we must say frankly that they were never 
overshadowed by disagreements or conflict. This understanding - this is indeed the 
common heritage of our peoples. It is valued and cherished in our country, in Russia, and 
in India. And we are rightfully proud of so close, so close relations between our countries. 

— Dmitry Medvedev, about relations with India 

We are confident that India lives in the hearts of every Russian. In the same way, I can 
assure you that Russia also lives in our souls as a Homeland, as people who share our 
emotions, our feelings of mutual respect and constant friendship. Long live our friendship! 

— Pratibha Patil, about relations with Russia 

"...India-Russia relationship is one of deep friendship and mutual confidence that would 
not be affected by transient political trends. Russia has been a pillar of strength at 
difficult moments in India's history. India will always reciprocate this support. Russia is 
and will remain our most important defense partner and a key partner for our energy 
security, both on nuclear energy and hydrocarbons," 

— Pranab Mukherjee, about relations with Russia 
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POLITICAL RELATIONS 

 
Former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee with  

Russia's president Vladimir Putin in October 2000. 

 
Both countries are members of the BRICS. 

The first major political initiative, since the collapse of the Soviet Union, between India 
and Russia began with the Strategic Partnership signed between the two countries in 
2000. President Vladimir Putin stated in an article written by him in the Hindu, "The 
Declaration on Strategic Partnership between India and Russia signed in October 2000 
became a truly historic step". Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh also agreed with 
his counterpart by stated in speech given during President Putin's 2012 visit to India, 
"President Putin is a valued friend of India and the original architect of the India-Russia 
strategic partnership". Both countries closely collaborate on matters of shared national 
interest these include at the UN, BRICS, G20 and SCO where India has observer 
status and has been asked by Russia to become a full member. Russia also strongly 
supports India receiving a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council. In 
addition, Russia has vocally backed India joining the NSG and APEC. Moreover, it has 
also expressed interest in joining SAARC with observer status in which India is a founding 
member. 

Russia currently is one of only two countries in the world (the other being Japan) that has 
a mechanism for annual ministerial-level defence reviews with India. The Indo-Russian 
Inter-Governmental Commission (IRIGC) is one of the largest and most comprehensive 
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Governmental mechanisms that India has had with any country internationally. Almost 
every department from the Government of India attends it. 

IRIGC 

 
Meeting of IRIGC in New Delhi, India December 2012 

The Indo-Russian Inter-Governmental Commission (IRIGC) is the main body that 
conducts affairs at the Governmental level between both countries. Some have described it 
as the steering committee of Indo-Russia relations. It is divided into two parts, the first 
covering Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technological and Cultural Co-operation.  

This is normally co-chaired by the Russian Deputy Prime Minister and the Indian 
External Affairs Minister. The second part of the commission covers Military Technical 
Co-operation this is co-chaired by the two countries respective Defence Ministers. Both 
parts of IRIGC meet annually. In addition, to the IRIGC there are other bodies that 
conduct economic relations between the two countries. These include, the Indo-Russian 
Forum on Trade and Investment, the India-Russia Business Council, the India-Russia 
Trade, Investment and Technology Promotion Council and the India-Russia Chamber of 
Commerce. An article penned by Vladimir Putin was published in The Times of India on 
30 May 2017, a day before Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Russia, to mark the 
70th anniversary of the establishment of relations between India and the Russia on 13 
April 1947. 

MILITARY RELATIONSHIP 

Meeting of the Russian-Indian interGovernmental commission on military and technical 
cooperation 

 
Indian and Russian soldiers training during the  

Indra 2015 counter-terrorism exercise. 
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The Sukhoi Su-30MKI was jointly built by Russia and India 

 
The jointly built FGFA will be based on the Sukhoi Su-57 

Ceremony of the Russian-Indian interGovernmental commission on military and technical 
cooperation 

The Soviet Union has been an important supplier of defence equipment for several 
decades. Russia 68%, USA 14% and Israel 7.2% are the major arms suppliers to India 
(2012-2016), and India and Russia have deepened their Make in India defence 
manufacturing cooperation by signing agreements for the construction of 
naval frigates, KA-226T twin-engine utility helicopters (joint venture (JV) to make 60 in 
Russia and 140 in India), Brahmos cruise missile (JV with 50.5% India and 49.5% Russia) 
(Dec 2017 update). In December 1988, an India–Russia co-operation agreement was 
signed, which resulted in the sale of a multitude of defence equipment to India and also 
the emergence of the countries as development partners as opposed to purely a buyer-
seller relationship, including the joint ventures projects to develop and produce the Fifth 
Generation Fighter Aircraft (FGFA) and the Multirole Transport Aircraft (MTA). The 
agreement is pending a 10-year extension. In 1997, Russia and India signed a ten-year 
agreement for further military-technical cooperation encompassed a wide range of 
activities, including the purchase of completed weaponry, joint development and 
production, and joint marketing of armaments and military technologies. 
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Now, the co-operation is not limited to a buyer-seller relationship but includes joint 
research and development, training, service to service contacts, including joint exercises. 
The last joint naval exercises took place in April 2007 in the Sea of Japan and joint 
airborne exercises were held in September 2007 in Russia. An Inter-Governmental 
commission on military-technical co-operation is co-chaired by the defence ministers of the 
two countries. The seventh session of this Inter-Governmental Commission was held in 
October 2007 in Moscow. During the visit, an agreement on joint development and 
production of prospective multi-role fighters was signed between the two countries. 

In 2012, both countries signed a defence deal worth $2.9 billion during President Putin's 
visit to India for the 42 new Sukhois to be produced under licence by defence PSU 
Hindustan Aeronautics, which will add to the 230 Sukhois earlier contracted from Russia. 
Overall, the price tag for the 272 Sukhois - three of the over 170 inducted till now have 
crashed - stands at over $12 billion. The medium-lift Mi-17 V5 helicopters (59 for IAF and 
12 for home ministry/BSF) will add to the 80 such choppers already being inducted under 
a $1.34 billion deal inked in 2008. The value of India's defence projects with Russia will 
further zoom north after the imminent inking of the final design contract for the joint 
development of a futuristic stealth fifth-generation fighter. This R&D contract is itself 
pegged at US$11 billion, to be shared equally by the two countries. So if India inducts over 
200 of these 5th Gen fighters, as it hopes to do from 2022 onwards, the overall cost of this 
gigantic project for India will come to around US$35 billion since each of the jets will come 
for upwards of US$100 million at least. 

India and Russia have several major joint military programmes including: 

• BrahMos cruise missile programme 
• 5th generation fighter jet programme 
• Sukhoi Su-30MKI programme (230+ to be built by Hindustan Aeronautics) 
• Ilyushin/HAL Tactical Transport Aircraft 
• KA-226T twin-engine utility helicopters 
• some frigates 

Between 2013 and 2018, Russia accounted for 62% of arms sales to India, down from 79% 
between 2008 and 2012. 

Additionally, India has purchased/leased various military hardware from Russia: 

• S-400 Triumf (purchase pending) 
• Kamov Ka-226 200 to be made in India under the Make in India initiative. 
• T-90S Bhishma with over 1000 to be built in India 
• Akula-II nuclear submarine (2 to be leased with an option to buy when the lease 

expires) 
• INS Vikramaditya aircraft carrier programme 
• Tu-22M3 bombers (4 ordered, not delivered) 
• US$900 million upgrade of MiG-29 
• Mil Mi-17 (80 ordered) more in Service. 
• Ilyushin Il-76 Candid (6 ordered to fit Israeli Phalcon radar) 
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• The Farkhor Air Base in Tajikistan is currently jointly operated by Indian Air Force 
and Tajikistan Air Force. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

 
Indian and Russian diplomats holding talks  

at Hyderabad Housein New Delhi 

 
The India Trade Promotion Organization in Moscow, Russia 

 
Prime Minister Modi and President Putin at the  
World Diamond Conference in New Delhiin 2014 
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Russian exports to India in 2012 

 
Indian exports to Russia in 2012 

 
Russian exports to India from 1995 to 2012 
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Indian exports to Russia from 1995 to 2012 

Bilateral trade between both countries is concentrated in key value chain sectors.  

These sectors include highly diversified segments such 
as machinery, electronics, aerospace, automobile, commercial 
shipping, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, fertilisers, apparels, precious stones, industrial 
metals, petroleum products, coal, high-end tea and coffee products. Bilateral trade in 2002 
stood at $1.5 billion and increased by over 7 times to $11 billion in 2012 and with both 
Governments setting a bilateral trade target of $30 billion by 2025. Bilaterial bodies that 
conduct economic relations between the two countries include IRIGC, the Indo-Russian 
Forum on Trade and Investment, the India-Russia Business Council, the India-Russia 
Trade, Investment and Technology Promotion Council, the India-Russia CEOs' Council 
and the India-Russia Chamber of Commerce. 

Both Governments have jointly developed an economic strategy that involves using a 
number of economic components to increase future bilateral trade. These include 
development of an FTA between India & the EEU, a bilateral treaty on the promotion and 
protection of investments, a new economic planning mechanism built into IRIGC, 
simplication of customs procedures, new long term agreements in the expansion of energy 
trade including nuclear, oil and gas. Finally, long term supplier contracts in key sectors 
such as oil, gas and rough diamonds. Companies such 
as Rosneft, Gazprom, Essar & Alrosa will act as long term suppliers respectively. 

Russia has stated it will co-operate with India on its "Make in India" initiative by 
engagement in the development of "Smart Cites", the DMIC, the aerospace sector, the 
commercial nuclear sector and enhancement in manufacturing of Russian military 
products through co-development and co-production. Russia agreed to participate in the 
vast, over $100 billion, DMIC infrastructure project which will eventually 
connect Delhi and Mumbai with railways, highways, ports, interconnecting smart 
cities and industrial parks. Russian President Vladimir Putin stated in an interview that 
one of his Government’s priorities was of building a smart city in India, "a smart city on 
the basis of Russian technologies." AFK Sistema will likely be the primary Russian 
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company involved in the project due to its previous experience in smart city projects 
in Ufa, Kazan and Rostov. 

Both countries have also agreed to work together in the aerospace sector to co-
development and co-produce aircraft, examples include the Sukhoi Superjet 100, MS-
21, FGFA, MTA and Kamov Ka-226. Some of the co-developed aircraft will be jointly 
commercially exported to third countries and foreign markets e.g. FGFA and Kamov Ka-
226. President of Russia's UAC Mikhail Pogosyan stated in an interview, "We are 
planning to sell in India about 100 passenger aircraft by 2030, which will account for 10 
percent of the Indian market of airliners in the segment" and further stated, "The 
unprecedented scope of Russian-Indian cooperation in military aviation has created a 
scientific and engineering basis for undertaking joint projects in civil aviation." 

India is currently the world's largest cutting & polishing centre for diamonds. Both 
countries have agreed to streamline their bilateral trade in diamonds through reductions 
in regulations and tariffs. Indian Prime Minister Modi stated in an interview, "I made 
three proposals to President Putin. First, I would like Alrosa to have direct long-term 
contracts with more Indian companies. I am pleased to know that they are moving in this 
direction. Second, I want Alrosa and others to trade directly on our diamond bourse. We 
have decided to create a Special Notified Zone where mining companies can trade 
diamonds on consignment basis and re-export unsold ones. Third, I asked to reform 
regulation so that Russia can send rough diamonds to India and reimport polished 
diamonds without extra duties". Analysts predict through streamlined procedures and 
initiatives bilateral trade in this area will significantly increase. 

Russia has agreed to build more than 20 nuclear reactors over the next 20 year. Russian 
president stated in an interview, "It contains plans to build over 20 nuclear power units in 
India, as well as cooperation in building Russia-designed nuclear power stations in third 
countries, in the joint extraction of natural uranium, production of nuclear fuel and waste 
elimination." In 2012 Gazprom Group and India's GAIL agreed to LNG shipments to India 
of 2.5 million tons a year for the period of 20 years. LNG shipments for this contract are 
expected to begin anytime between 2017-21. Indian oil companies have invested in the 
Russia's oil sector a notable example is ONGC-Videshwhich has invested over $8 billion 
with major stakes in oil fields such Sakhalin-1. In joint statement released by both 
Governments they stated, "It is expected that Indian companies will strongly participate 
in projects related to new oil and gas fields in the territory of the Russian Federation. The 
sides will study the possibilities of building a hydrocarbon pipeline system, connecting the 
Russian Federation with India." 

Officials from both countries have discussed how to increase co-operation between their 
countries respective IT industries. Russian Minister of Communication Nikolai Nikiforov 
stated in an interview, "The development of IT products and software has traditionally 
been a strong point of India. We welcome possible joint projects in the field and closer 
contacts between Russian and Indian companies." 

Due to India simplifying recent visa rule changes for Russians travelling to India, the 
number of tourists increased by over 22%. In 2011 the Indian consulates 
in Moscow, Vladivostok and St. Petersburg issued 160,000 visas, an increase of over 50% 
compared to 2010. 
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Russian imports from India amounted to $3.1 billion or 1% of its overall imports, and 0.7% 
of India's overall exports in 2014. The 10 major commodities exported from India to Russia 
were: 

Indian commodities exports to Russia (2014) 

Product category Quantity ($ million) 

Pharmaceuticals $819.1 

Electronic equipment $382.3 

Machines, engines, pumps $159.4 

Iron and steel $149.1 

Clothing (not knit or crochet) $135.7 

Coffee, tea and spices $131.7 

Tobacco $113.9 

Vehicles $111.1 

Knit or crochet clothing $97.9 

Other food preparations $77.7 

Russian exports to India amounted to $6.2 billion or 1.3% of its overall exports, and 0.9% 
of India's overall imports in 2014. The 10 major commodities exported from Russia to 
India were: 

Russian commodities exports to India (2014) 

Product category Quantity ($ million) 

Gems, precious metals, coins $1100.0 

Machines, engines, pumps $707.4 

Electronic equipment $472.7 

Fertilizers $366.8 

Medical, technical equipment $302.7 

Oil $223.8 

Iron and steel $167.4 

Paper $136.8 

Inorganic chemicals $127.4 

Salt, sulphur, stone, cement $105.1 
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Free trade agreement (FTA) 

 
The formal process for the FTA between India and the 

 EEU was begun at the 2014 Indo-Russian summit in New Delhi. 

 
Signing of Indian-Russian documents at the 2015 Indo-Russian summit in Moscow. 

Both Governments have long viewed their bilateral trade well below its optimal potential, 
with the only long term way of rectifying this through having a Free trade 
agreement (FTA).  

Both Governments have set up a joint study group (JSG) to negotiate the specifications of 
an agreement, a final agreement would be signed between India and Eurasian Economic 
Union of which Russia is a part of (also 
including Kazakhstan, Armenia, Kyrgyzstan & Belarus).Thereby, the Indo-Russian FTA 
would result in a much bigger free trade agreement including India, Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Armenia, Kyrgyzstan & Belarus. It is predicted once an FTA is in place bilateral trade will 
increase manifold, thereby significantly increasing the importance of economics in 
bilateral ties. 
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The table below shows the recent Indo-Russian bilateral trade performance: 

Indo-Russian trade (2009–12) 

Year Trade Volume (Billion $) Annual Change 

2009 $7.46 
 

2010 $8.53 +14.34% 

2011 $8.87 +3.98% 

2012 $11.04 +24.50% 

 

CO-OPERATION IN THE ENERGY SECTOR 

Energy sector is an important area in Indo-Russian bilateral relations. In 2001, ONGC-
Videsh acquired 20% stake in the Sakhalin-I oil and gas project in the Russian Federation, 
and has invested about US $1.7 billion in the project. Gazprom, the Russian company, 
and Gas Authority of India have collaborated in joint development of a block in the Bay of 
Bengal. Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project with two units of 1000 MW each is a good 
example of Indo-Russian nuclear energy co-operation. Both sides have expressed interest 
in expanding co-operation in the energy sector. 

In December 2008, Russia and India signed an agreement to build civilian nuclear 
reactors in India during a visit by the Russian president to New Delhi. 

SPACE CO-OPERATION 

 
India and Russia have both signed agreements  

for the cooperation and use of GLONASS 

 
India's first Satellite Aryabhatawas launched  

into space with the cooperation of the Soviet Union 
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Historically, there has been a long history of cooperation between the Soviet Union and 
India in space. Examples include Aryabhata it was India's first satellite, named after an 
Indian astronomer of the same name. It was launched by the Soviet Union on 19 April 
1975 from Kapustin Yar using a Kosmos-3M launch vehicle. During President Vladimir 
Putin's visit to India in December 2004, two space-related bilateral agreements were 
signed viz. Inter-Governmental umbrella Agreement on co-operation in the outer space for 
peaceful purposes and the Inter Space Agency Agreement on co-operation in the Russian 
satellite navigation system GLONASS. Subsequently, a number of follow-up agreements 
on GLONASS have been signed. In November 2007, the two countries have signed an 
agreement on joint lunar exploration. These space co-operation programmes are under 
implementation. Chandrayaan-2was a joint lunar exploration mission proposed by 
the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and the Russian Federal Space 
Agency (RKA) and had a projected cost of ₹4.25 billion (US$90 million). The mission, 
proposed to be launched in 2017 by a Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV), 
included a lunar orbiter and a rover made in India as well as one lander built by Russia. 
But due to the repeated delays in the joint venture, the Indian side ultimately decided to 
develop lander and borne all costs of the mission by itself and is planning to launch the 
mission in April, 2018. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

The ongoing collaboration in the field of science & technology, under the Integrated Long-
Term Programme of Co-operation (ILTP) is the largest co-operation programme in this 
sphere for both India and Russia. ILTP is coordinated by the Department of Science and 
Technology from the Indian side and by the Academy of Sciences, Ministry of Science and 
Education, and Ministry of Industry and Trade from the Russian side. Development of 
SARAS Duet aircraft, semiconductor products, super computers, poly-vaccines, laser 
science and technology, seismology, high-purity materials, software & IT and Ayurveda 
have been some of the priority areas of co-operation under the ILTP. Under this 
programme, eight joint Indo-Russian centres have been established to focus on joint 
research and development work. Two other Joint Centres on Non-ferrous Metals and 
Accelerators and Lasers are being set up in India. A Joint Technology Centre based in 
Moscow to bring cutting edge technologies to the market is also under processing. An ILTP 
Joint Council met in Moscow on 11–12 October 2007 to review co-operation and give it 
further direction. In August 2007, an MoU was signed between Department of Science and 
Technology and Russian Foundation of Basic Research, Moscow to pursue scientific co-
operation. 

NORTH-SOUTH TRANSPORT CORRIDOR 

The North–South Transport Corridor is the ship, rail, and road route for moving freight 
between India, Russia, Iran, Europe and Central Asia. The route primarily involves 
moving freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia via ship, rail and road. The 
objective of the corridor is to increase trade connectivity between major cities such 
as Mumbai, Moscow, Tehran, Baku, Bandar Abbas, Astrakhan, Bandar Anzali etc. Dry 
runs of two routes were conducted in 2014, the first was Mumbai to Baku via Bandar 
Abbas and the second was Mumbai to Astrakhan via Bandar Abbas, Tehran and Bandar 
Anzali. The objective of the study was to identify and address key bottlenecks. The results 
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showed transport costs were reduced by "$2,500 per 15 tons of cargo". Other routes under 
consideration include via Armenia, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan. 

 
North South Transport Corridor route  
via India, Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia 

 

COOPERATION IN THE CULTURAL SPHERE 

 
Statue of Afanasy Nikitin in Tvercelebrating his famous journey to India 

 
Nicholas Roerich with Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi. 
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Russian President Dmitry Medvedev visiting the film set of Yash Raj Studios  
meeting Bollywood stars Shah Rukh Khan, Yash Chopra and Kareena Kapoor 

 
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev making his speech  

at the closing ceremony of The "Year of Russia in India" in 2008. 

Indo–Russian relations in the field of culture are historical. One of the first Russian 
visitors to India was Afanasiy Nikitin a merchant from Tver in Russia. His famous 
journey (1466-1472) was documented in the book A Journey Beyond the Three Seas. 
Nikitin spent three years in India (1469-1472) travelling to its many regions and 
documenting its people, culture, economy, technology, history, society and food. Nikitin's 
journey was portrayed by Soviet actor Oleg Strizhenov alongside Hindi screen 
legend Nargis Dutt in the 1950s film Journey Beyond Three Seas. 
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Astrakhan in Russia has historically been a trading centre for Indian merchants since the 
16th century. In 1722 Peter the Great met with Anbu-Ram the leader of the 
Indians merchants in Astrakhan. In the meeting Peter the Great agreed to Anbu-Ram's 
request for full free trade including transit rights. 

The first Russian translation of the Bhagavad Gita was published in 1788 by decree on the 
orders of Catherine the Great. Russian pioneers who travelled to India and studied Indian 
culture include Gerasim Lebedev who studied ancient Indian languages in the 1780s and 
later Nicholas Roerich who studied Indian philosophy. Roerich was influenced by the 
philosophy of Ramakrishna and Vivekananda, the poetry of Rabindranath Tagore, and the 
Bhagavad Gita. The 130th birth anniversary of Nicholas Roerich and 100th birth 
anniversary of Svetoslav Roerich were celebrated in India in October 2004. 

Leading Russian Indiologist such as Ivan Minayev, Sergey Oldenburg, Fyodor 
Shcherbatskoy, Yuri Knorozov, Alexandr Kondratov, Nikita Gurov and Eugene 
Chelyshev focused their research in understanding the Indus Script, Sanskritand Indian 
literature. 

Traditionally, there has been strong collaboration in the field of cinema between India and 
the USSR. Several generations of Russians grew up watching subtitled Indian 
films (mainly Bollywood) and vice versa for Indians watching Russian films. Popular 
Indian films in the USSR included Awara, Bobby, Barood, Mamta and Disco 
Dancer. Recent contemporary films entirely shot in Russia include Lucky: No Time for 
Love. However, after the collapse of the USSR Bollywood's market share decreased in 
Russia. Recently, however, there has been increase due to viewers having access through 
cable and satellite channels. The Russian Deputy Minister of Culture, Elena Milovzorova, 
stated in an interview that an Indian-Russian joint working group (JWG) would discuss 
procedures to allow for both countries film industries to collaborate in film production 
together. The Krasnodar Region has been discussed among officials as a possible area for 
shooting future Bollywood films. Former Russian President Dmitry Medvedev, known to 
be an admirer of Bollywood films, visited the film set of Yash Raj Studios and met 
Bollywood stars such as Shah Rukh Khan, Yash Chopra and Kareena Kapoor during his 
state visit to India. He stated in an interview, "Our country is one of the places where 
Indian culture is most admired" in addition stated, "Russia and India are the only 
countries where satellite channels broadcast Indian movies 24/7." 

Yoga in Russia has been growing and becoming increasingly popular since the 1980s, 
particularly in majors cities and urban centres, mainly due to its reputation for health 
benefits. However, it has its roots much earlier in Russia during the time of noted Russian 
actor and trainer Constantin Stanislavski who was significantly influenced by Yoga and 
Indian philosophy. 

Russia's Rossotrudnichestvo Representative Office (RRO) established in 1965 has five 
Russian Centres of Science and Culture (RCSC) in India they include New 
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai and Trivandrum. The head of RRO and director of 
RCSC, Fyodor Rozovsky, expects cultural ties to grow between both countries. He and 
other officials also expects the number of Indian students studying in Russia to increase 
once both countries sign an agreement on joint recognition of higher 
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education diplomas. There is a Hindi Department, in the University of Moscow along with 
five Chairs relating to Indology in Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Kazan and Vladivostok. 

Days of Russian Culture were held in India in November 2003, in Delhi, Kolkata and 
Mumbai. "Days of Indian Culture" in Russia were organised from September to October 
2005 in Russia. Chief Minister of National Capital Territory of Delhi led a delegation for 
participating in the event "Days of Delhi in Moscow" from 28 May 1 June 2006. The "Year 
of Russia in India" was held in 2008. It was followed by the "Year of India in Russia" in 
2009. 
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Chapter 68 

INDIA–KAZAKHSTAN RELATIONS 

 

Indian–Kazakhstani relations are foreign relations between India and Kazakhstan. 
Diplomatic relations have increased in significance in the 21st century after initially 
remaining passive in the 1990s. Both nations seek to develop an extensive commercial and 
strategic partnership in the Central Asia region. 

HISTORY 

India recognised the independence of Kazakhstan from the Soviet Union after the latter's 
dissolution in 1992, despite being one of the very closest friendly allies with 
the Soviets during much of the Cold war. In recent years, India has sought to increase its 
commerce and strategic ties with Kazakhstan, which is the largest nation of the former 
Soviet republics and occupies a major expanse of territory in Central Asia with extensive 
oil, natural gas and mineral reserves. India has sought to expand ties after mounting 
concern over the growth of the economic and strategic influence of the People's Republic of 
China. In 2002, Nursultan Nazarbayev made an official visit to India and in the same 
year, the Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee attended the summit of 
the Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia in the 
Kazakhstan's former capital city, Almaty. 

Development of bilateral relations 

As of 2003, Indian–Kazakhstani trade stands at USD 78.91 million. To bolster commerce, 
both nations have established the Indo-Kazakh Joint Business Council. Although India 
failed to acquire equity in the Kurmangazy oil field, the Oil and Natural Gas 
Corporation of India is set to acquire a stake in the Satpayev field.  

The Kazakh national firm KazmunayGaz had offered the ONGC a choice between 
Satpayev and Makhambet fields and has asked for Indian participation in petrochemical 
industrial projects in the Atirau and Akhtau regions.  

Both nations have also sought to establish extensive collaboration and commerce 
in information technology, space research, banking and increasing volume of bilateral 
trade. India has offered Kazakhstan USD 1 billion in loans while the latter has granted 
major tax concessions to Indian companies. Kazakhstan has also sought to negotiate a 
multilateral agreement with Iran and Turkmenistan to create a transport corridor to 
India to ensure a reliable trade route and provide Kazakhstan commercial and shipping 
access to the warm water ports of India. 

India is working towards the development of its civilian nuclear energy industry as a clean 
alternative to satisfy its huge energy needs. Since Kazakhstan has plenty of 
the uranium required for nuclear energy, India is developing a strong relationship 
with Kazakhstan. India invited the Kazakh President for the Republic Day celebrations 
in New Delhi, in January 2009. 
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Trade Balance 

Trade Value in US$ Million 

 
2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

    
Total Trade 310.59 436.25 426.22 917.84 952.26 

    
Exports from India to Kazakhstan 172.16 244.39 286.23 261.51 250.59 

    
Imports to India from Kazakhstan 138.42 191.86 139.99 656.33 701.57 

    
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, India as on 08.07.2015 

Major products exported to Kazakhstan by India include pharmaceuticals, medical 
products, Tea, Telephone apparatus, Raw tobacco and construction machinery. Major 
Exports from Kazakhstan and imported by India include: petroleum oils, oils from 
bituminous minerals; radioactive chemincal elements; asbestos and titanium.  

STRATEGIC CO-OPERATION 

India and Kazakhstan have developed close collaboration in fighting religious terrorism an 
extremism, as well as in promoting regional security. A joint memorandum signed in 
December 2002 enabled joint projects such as training military officers, developing joint 
military-industrial projects and establishing a partnership between the defence industries 
of India and Kazakhstan. India has also provided support and emerged as a partner in 
Kazakhstan's bid to develop a naval fleet in the Caspian Sea, despite opposition from 
Kazakhstan's northern neighbour, Russia. The Kazakhstan President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev visited India in January 2009 and a civil nuclear pact were made with India 
under which the uranium-rich Central Asian country will supply fuel to atomic plants in 
India. The two countries held the Prabal Dostyk joint military exercises in Kazakhstan in 
2016 and the Himachal Pradesh region in 2017. 

KAZAKHSTAN AND TAPI 

India has broached the idea of a hydrocarbon pipeline with Kazakhstan that would bring 
fuel through a five-nation route. India unveiled the concept of the pipeline, which in future 
could be extended to Russia, during a meeting between External Affairs Minister Salman 
Khurshid and his visiting Kazakh counterpart Erlan Idrissov. The two Ministers will 
revisit the idea when they will meet twice in the coming months — first on the sidelines of 
the Istanbul process meeting on Afghanistan in Almaty and later during a stand-alone 
visit by Mr. Khurshid to the Kazakh capital of Astana. The proposed pipeline would cover 
about 1,500 km (no study has yet been done), thus making it longer than the planned 
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline which will serve as the role 
model. It will head from the former Silk Road caravanserai city of Shymkent, known today 
for oil refining, and enter Uzbekistan. From there it will go to Afghanistan and then follow 
the route to be taken by the TAPI pipeline into India via Pakistan. Officials said currently 
most hydrocarbon pipelines from Central Asia are on an east–west axis. This pipeline will, 
like TAPI, be on a north–south axis, providing a new route to South Asia for hydrocarbons 
extracted from Central Asia. 
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Chapter 69 

INDIA–MONGOLIA RELATIONS 

 

The relations between India and Mongolia (Mongolian: Монгол, Энэтхэгийн харилцаа) are 
still at a nascent stage and Indo-Mongolian cooperation is limited to diplomatic visits, 
provision of soft loans and financial aid and the collaborations in the IT sector. 

India established diplomatic relations in December 1955. India was the first country 
outside the Soviet bloc to establish diplomatic relations with Mongolia. Since then, there 
have been treaties of mutual friendship and cooperation between the two countries in 
1973, 1994, 2001 and 2004. 

Mongolia supports India's candidature as a permanent member of the United Nations 
Security Council while India supported the inclusion of Mongolia as a full member of 
the Non-Aligned Movement. 

According to a 2010 Gallup poll, 26% of Mongolians approve of Indian leadership, with 9% 
disapproving and 66% uncertain. 

In December 2016, Mongolia asked for financial help from India after the country's border 
with China was blocked. 

Historical relations 

There has been historical interaction between India and Mongolia for over 2,700 years. 

DELHI SULTANATE 

During the Delhi Sultanate, the Turco-Mongol conqueror in Central 
Asia, Timur (Tamerlane), attacked the reigning Sultan Nasir-u Din Mehmud of 
the Tughlaq Dynasty in the north Indian city of Delhi. The Sultan's army was defeated on 
17 December 1398. Timur entered Delhi and the city was sacked, destroyed, and left in 
ruins, after Timur's army had killed and plundered for three days and nights. He ordered 
the whole city to be sacked except for the sayyids, scholars, and the other Muslims; 
100,000 war prisoners were put to death in one day. 

Mughal Empire 

In 1526, Babur, a Timurid descendant of Timur and Genghis Khan from Fergana 
Valley (modern day Uzbekistan), swept across the Khyber Pass and established 
the Mughal Empire, covering modern day Afghanistan, Pakistan, India 
and Bangladesh. However, his son Humayun was defeated by the Afghan warrior Sher 
Shah Suri in the year 1540, and Humayun was forced to retreat to Kabul. After Sher 
Shah's death, his son Islam Shah Suri and the Hindu king Hemu, who had won 22 battles 
against Afghan rebels and forces of Akbar, from Punjab to Bengal and had established a 
secular Hindu rule in North India from Delhi till 1556. Akbar's forces defeated and 
killed Hemu in the Second Battle of Panipat on 6 November 1556. 

The Mughal dynasty ruled most of the Indian subcontinent by 1600; it went into a slow 
decline after 1707. The Mughals suffered a severe blow due to invasions 
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from Marathas and Afghans due to which the Mughal dynasty were reduced to puppet 
rulers by 1757. The remnants of the Mughal dynasty were finally defeated and taken over 
by the British during the Indian Rebellion of 1857, also called the 1857 War of 
Independence. As the British took over the remnants of the Mughal Empire, the dynasty 
was ended. 

The Mughals were perhaps the richest single dynasty to have ever existed. During the 
Mughal era, the dominant political forces consisted of the Mughal Empire and its 
tributaries and, later on, the rising successor states - including the Maratha Empire - 
which fought an increasingly weak Mughal dynasty. The Mughals, while often employing 
brutal tactics to subjugate their empire, had a policy of integration with Indian culture, 
which is what made them successful where the short-lived Sultanates of Delhi had failed. 
Akbar the Great was particularly famed for this. Akbar declared "Amari" or non-killing of 
animals in the holy days of Jainism. He rolled back the jizya tax for non-Muslims. The 
Mughal emperors married local royalty, allied themselves with local maharajas, and 
attempted to fuse their Turko-Persian culture with ancient Indian styles, creating a 
unique Indo-Saracenic architecture. It was the erosion of this tradition coupled with 
increased brutality and centralization that played a large part in the dynasty's downfall 
after Aurangzeb, who unlike previous emperors, imposed relatively non-pluralistic policies 
on the general population, which often inflamed the majority Hindu population. And so 
forth came the legend of the Avatar. 

CULTURAL EXCHANGES 

BUDDHISM  

Buddhism was carried to Mongolia by Indian missionaries during the early Christian 
era. As a result, today, Buddhists form the single largest religious denomination in 
Mongolia. 

Buddhists entered the service of Mongol Empire in the early 13th century. Buddhist 
monasteries established in Karakorum were granted tax exempt status, though the 
religion was not given official status by the Mongols until later. All variants of Buddhism, 
such as Chinese, Tibetan and Indian Buddhism flourished, though Tibetan Buddhism was 
eventually favored at the imperial level under emperor Möngke, who appointed Namo 
from Kashmir as chief of all Buddhist monks. 

Ogedei's son and Guyuk's younger brother, Khoten, became the governor 
of Ningxia and Gansu. He launched a military campaign into Tibet under the command of 
Generals Lichi and Dhordha, and the marauding Mongols burned down Tibetan 
monuments such as the Reting monastery and the Gyal temple in 1240. Prince Kötön was 
convinced that no power in the world exceeded the might of the Mongols. However, he also 
believed that religion was necessary in the interests of the next life. Thus he invited Sakya 
Pandita to his ordo. Prince Kötön was impressed and healed by Sakya Pandita's teachings 
and knowledge, and later became the first known Buddhist prince of Mongol empire. 

Kublai Khan, the founder of Yuan Dynasty, also favored Buddhism. As early as the 1240s, 
he made contacts with a Chan Buddhist monk Haiyun, who became his Buddhist adviser. 
Kublai's second son, whom he later officially designated as his successor in the Yuan 
Dynasty, was given a Chinese name "Zhenjin" (literally, "True Gold") by 
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Haiyun. Khatun Chabi influenced Kublai to be converted to Buddhism, as she had 
received the Hévajra tantra initiations from Phagspa and been impressed. Kublai 
appointed Phagspa his state preceptor, and later imperial preceptor, giving him power 
over all the Buddhist monks within the territory of the Yuan Dynasty. For the rest of the 
Yuan Dynasty in Mongolia and China, until the Mongols were overthrown in 1368, 
Tibetan lamas were the most influential Buddhist clergy. Via the Tibetan clergy, Indian 
Buddhist textual tradition strongly influenced the religious life in the Empire. 

Some of the Ilkhans in Iran held Paghmo gru-pa order as their appanage in Tibet and 
lavishly patronized a variety of Indian, Tibetan and Chinese Buddhist monks. But in 
1295, Ghazan persecuted Buddhists and destroyed their temples. Before his conversion to 
Islam though, he had built a Buddhist temple in Khorasan. The 14th century Buddhist 
scriptures found at archaeological sites related to Chagatai Khanate show the popularity 
of Buddhism among the Mongols and the Uighurs. Tokhta of Golden Horde also 
encouraged lamas to settle in Russia, but his policy was halted by 
his Muslim successor Ozbeg Khan. 

MODERN TIMES 

India established formal diplomatic relations with Mongolia on December 24, 1955 
thereby becoming the first country outside the Soviet bloc to establish diplomatic relations 
with the country. Since then, there have been numerous diplomatic visits and interactions 
between the two countries. India sponsored Mongolia's candidacy for membership of 
the United Nations in 1961 despite opposition from Taiwan and China and in 1973, 
Mongolia reciprocated to the Indian gesture by becoming the second country 
after Bhutan to recognise Bangladesh as an independent country following the liberation 
of Bangladesh by Indian troops. 

JOINT DECLARATION OF 1973 

A path-breaking Indo-Mongolian joint declaration was signed in February 1973 during the 
Indian visit of the Mongolian Prime Minister Yumjaagiin Tsedenbal. 

TREATY OF FRIENDLY RELATIONS AND COOPERATION (1994) 

A treaty of friendly relations and cooperation was signed in February 1994 during the visit 
of the then Mongolian president Punsalmaagiin Ochirbat, to India. 

As per the provisions of the treaty, India and Mongolia resolved to develop cooperation in 
trade and economy, science, health, agriculture, culture, education, communication and 
tourism. They also resolved to work closely to ensure security and curbing international 
crimes and terrorism. 

2001-PRESENT 

In January 2001, the Mongolian president Natsagiin Bagabandi visited India. During this 
visit, a Joint Declaration was issued and a series of six major agreements were signed in 
order to promote cooperation in the fields of Information Technology, Investment 
Promotion and Protection and mutual legal assistance in civil, criminal and commercial 
matters. Mongolia conveyed its support to India's bid to become a permanent member of 
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the United Nations Security Council and also indicated its support for India's peace efforts 
with Pakistan. 

The Mongolian prime Minister Nambaryn Enkhbayar visited India in January 
2004. During this visit, three agreements were signed in order to promote mutual 
cooperation in the fields of Animal Health and Dairy, Space Science and biotechnology. 

India offered a soft loan of US$25 million to improve its infrastructure. Proposals for an 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Centre for Excellence in Information Technology and 
Communication Technology in the Mongolian capital Ulaan Baatar were formalized 
during this visit. The Foundation of IT Center was laid by Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on May 17, 2015. A Mongolian-run Buddhist monastery was 
established in the historic city of Bodh Gaya and its foundation stone was laid by 
Enkhbayar. 

 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi on a State visit to Mongolia in May 2015. 

Indo-Mongolian relations have been growing ever since it was resolved to elevate ties to a 
"new level of partnership" during the India visit of Mongolian President Enkhbayar. India 
provides technical and economic cooperation to Mongolia in the fields of higher education, 
agriculture, information and communication technology and human resource 
development. Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi visited Mongolia on 16 May 2014, 
where he also addressed the Parliament. He also handed over Bhabhatron equipment to 
the National Cancer Centre in Mongolian capital Ulan Bator. Furthermore, during Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's visit to in May 2015, a $1 Billion line of credit was extended to 
Mongolia, for infrastructure development, amongst many other fields. 

Bollywood films are popular in Mongolia where posters of Indian actors such as Amitabh 
Bachchan, Akshay Kumar, Madhuri Dixit, and Vidya Balan can be seen in local markets. 

  



426 

 

Chapter 70 

INDIA–TAJIKISTAN RELATIONS 

 

The bilateral relations between the Republic of India and the Republic of Tajikistan have 
developed considerably owing to both nations' co-operation on security and strategic 
issues. India has set up its first overseas military base Farkhor in Tajikistan. India also 
assisted in building Ayni hospital. 

 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Tajikistan 

President Emomali Rahmon. 

BACKGROUND 

Diplomatic relations were established with Tajikistan's independence following the 1991 
dissolution of the Soviet Union, which had been friendly with India. Tajikistan occupies a 
strategically important position in Central Asia, bordering Afghanistan, the People's 
Republic of China and separated by a small strip of Afghan territory called the Wakhan 
Corridor from northern Gilgit–Baltistan (Pakistan-controlled Kashmir). Both Russia and 
China have sought to cultivate ties with Tajikistan, which has also been seen as important 
in the war in Afghanistan against the Islamist Taliban and Al-Qaeda. India's role in 
fighting the Taliban and Al-Qaeda and its strategic rivalry with both China and Pakistan 
have made its ties with Tajikistan important to its strategic and security policies. Military 
presence in Tajikistan and its neighbouring Central Asian Republics has been coveted by 
the United States, Russia and China apart from India. 

BILATERAL COOPERATION 

Despite their common efforts, bilateral trade has been comparatively low, valued at USD 
12.09 million in 2005; India's exports to Tajikistan were valued at USD 6.2 million and its 
imports at USD 5.89 million. To expand economic co-operation and trade, Tajikistan and 
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India established an inter-Governmental commission on trade, economic, scientific and 
technical co-operation and have encouraged investment and trade in hydroelectricity, 
transport, mining, food processing, construction and tourism. India has also offered to 
repair and modernise the Varzob-1 hydroelectric power plant. In 2006, the President of 
Tajikistan Emomali Rakhmanov made an official visit to India that resulted in bolstered 
efforts to expand trade and cooperation on anti-terrorism issues. 

BILATERAL TRADE 
 

Trade Value in US$ Million  

 
2005-
06 

2006-
07 

2007-
08 

2008-
09 

2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

2012-
13 

2013-
14 

Total Trade 12.13 15.50 22.21 34.18 32.56 41.33 30.14 48.02 55.13 

Exports from India 
to Tajikistan 

6.24 7.45 12.40 16.71 15.71 18.31 21.28 35.16 54.27 

Imports to India 
from Tajikistan 

5.89 8.05 9.81 17.47 16.85 23.02 8.86 12.86 0.86 

Ministry of Commerce & Industry, India as on 07.01.2015 

The major items of India’s exports are pharmaceuticals, tea, coffee, chemicals, textiles & 
clothing and machinery and the major imports are aluminium, cotton, dry fruits, 
vegetables and organic chemicals. The Trade between the countries is not very significant 
due to the inaccessibility of the country. Currently all trade between India and Tajikistan 
is done by sea from India to Bandar Abbas (Iran) and then by road 
through Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 

ITEC ASSISTANCE 

As a lesser developed country, and one of the poorest nations in the world, Tajikistan is 
one of the largest beneficiaries of the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
Programme (ITEC) programme. Till date, 381 Tajik personnel have been trained under 
the ITEC scheme. Similarly, 160 students have received Government of India scholarships 
for higher studies. So far, 35 Tajik military cadets and 67 young officers have undergone 
training at National Defence Academy in Pune, Indian Military Academy in Dehradun 
and other training establishments. The first batch of Tajik officers graduating out of NDA 
and IMA returned to Tajikistan in June 2007 and were inducted into the Tajik Defence 
forces. 

STRATEGIC AND MILITARY TIES 

India's military presence and activities have been significant, beginning with India's 
extensive support to the anti-Taliban Afghan Northern Alliance (ANA). In 2002, India 
built a hospital at the Farkhor Air Base, located 60 km from the Afghan border, to treat 
wounded ANA fighters; the leader of the ANA Ahmed Shah Massoud had been rushed 
there after the fatal attack on his life on 10 September 2001. After the United 
States declined Tajikistan's offer to use the base, the Indian Government began talks over 
utilising the base, and the then-Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee signed an 
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agreement with the Tajik president to that effect on 14 November 2003. India began 
renovating the base and stationed aircraft of the Indian Air Force there. The use of the 
base was speculated to include the acquisition of military and energy assets from the 
former Soviet republics of Central Asia, given India's primary reliance on Soviet/Russian 
weaponry. India also sees the bases providing access to the oil and energy resources of 
Central Asia. India also promised to aid in Tajikistan's defence and is providing training 
to the Tajikistan Air Force. Indian presence at Farkhor has been objected to by Pakistan, 
which sees it as a threat. The Farkhor Air Base became fully operational in 2006, and 
12 MiG-29 fighters and trainer aircraft are planned to be stationed there. India is only the 
fourth nation after the US, Russia and Germany to have a military base in Central 
Asia. India has established a military hospital in southern Tajikistan. The hospital with 
capacity of 50 beds will treat military personnel as well as civilians. 

CULTURAL TIES 

Indian films are the most popular foreign films in the nation, and Hindi-Urdu 
departments are very large in the country. 
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Chapter 71 

INDIA–KYRGYZSTAN RELATIONS 

 

India–Kyrgyzstan relations is the relation between India and Kyrgyzstan. 

HISTORY 

Historically, India has had close contacts with Central Asia, especially countries which 
were part of the ancient Silk Route, including Kyrgyzstan. During the Soviet era, India 
and the Kirghiz Soviet Socialist Republic had limited political, economic and cultural 
contacts. 

Former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi visited Bishkek and Issyk Kul Lake in 1985. Since 
the independence of Kyrgyz Republic on 31 August 1991, India was among the first to 
establish diplomatic relations in 1992; the resident Mission of India was set up in 1994. 

RELATIONS 

POLITICAL RELATIONS 

Political ties with the Kyrgyz Republic have been traditionally warm and friendly. The 
Kyrgyz leaderships have been largely supportive of India's stand on Kashmir and have 
welcomed the ongoing peace process. Kyrgyzstan also supports India's bid for a permanent 
seat at the United Nations Security Council and India’s full membership in the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO). 

Both countries share common concerns on threat of terrorism, extremism and drug–
trafficking. Since the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1992, the two countries have 
signed several framework agreements, including on Culture, Trade and Economic 
Cooperation, Civil Aviation, Investment Promotion and Protection, Avoidance of Double 
Taxation, Consular Convention etc. 

At the institutional level, the 8th round of Foreign Office Consultation was held in 
Bishkek on 27 April 2016. The Indian delegation was led by Ms. Sujata Mehta, Secretary 
(West), Ministry of External Affairs and the Kyrgyz side was headed by Mr. Azamat 
Usenov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs. The 7th Foreign Office Consultation was also 
held at Bishkek on 19 March 2015. The Indian side was headed by Secretary (West) and 
the Kyrgyz side by Mr. Erines Otorbaev, the Kyrgyz Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
An Indo-Kyrgyz Joint Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation was set up in 1992. Seven sessions of the Joint Commission have been held so 
far. The 7th Session of India-Kyrgyz Inter-Governmental Commission on Trade, Economic, 
Scientific and Technological Cooperation was held in New Delhi on 17–18 March 2015 and 
a protocol was signed between the two countries. MOUs on cooperation in the field of i) 
Textiles and ii) Hydropower between the two countries was also signed. 

The Indo-Kyrgyz diplomatic relations reached its 20th year in 2012. India announced its 
Connect Central Asia Policy during the visit of the Indian Minister of State for External 
Affairs (MoS EA), Shri E. Ahamed to Kyrgyzstan on 10–13 June 2012 with the first India-
Central Asia Track-II Dialogue held in Bishkek. In his inaugural address, MoS EA 
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declared India’s intention to establish e-Network in Central Asia to promote tele-medicine 
and tele-education. During the visit, he met Kyrgyz Prime Minister Omurbek Babanov 
and held bilateral talks with the Kyrgyz Foreign Minister Ruslan Kazakbaev. 

External Affairs Minister(EAM) of India, Mr Salman Khurshid, visited Kyrgyzstan on 12–
13 September 2013. On 12 September EAM met with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Kyrgyzstan Erlan Abdyldaev and called on President Atambaev as bilateral component of 
his visit and thereafter he participated in the SCO Summit. On the sidelines of the SCO 
Summit, EAM had bilateral meetings with the Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, 
Mongolian President Elbegdorg and SCO Secretary General Mazentsev. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Kyrgyzstan on 11–12 July 2015. The visit by an 
Indian Prime Minister took place after a gap of 20 years. PM Modi held meetings with the 
Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atambayev, Speaker Asylbek Jeenbekov and Prime Minister 
Temir Sariyev. During his visit PM Modi laid a wreath at the Victory Square; gifted 
medical equipment to the Field Hospital of the Kyrgyz Armed Forces; visited the Kyrgyz 
India Mountain Bio Medical Research Center; inaugurated Tele-medicine links between 
hospitals in Kyrgyzstan with super specialty hospitals in India and unveiled a Mahatma 
Gandhi statue. Four MOUs/Agreements in the field of Defence Cooperation, Culture, 
Election and Standardisation were signed. A joint statement by Prime Minister and 
President Atambayev was issued. 

External Affairs Minister of India, Mrs Sushma Swaraj and Kyrgyz Foreign Minister 
Erlan Abdyldaev met on the sidelines of Heart of Asia Conference held in Islamabad on 
08-9 December 2015 and discussed bilateral relations. 

BILATERAL VISITS 

The close bilateral ties were reinforced by several high-level visits as under: From India: 
(a) High Level visits: i) Prime Minister Narendra Modi (11-12 July 2015) ii) Vice President 
Krishan Kant (August 1999) iii) Vice President K.R. Narayanan (September 1996) iv) 
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao (September 1995) 

(b) Other Visits: i) A delegation comprising 17 military officers from Army War College led 
by a Brigadier (11-16 October 2015) ii) A 5-member delegation headed by Shri Avinash 
Chander, Secretary (Defence R&D), DG(DRDO) and SA to RM (25 to 28 October 2014) iii) 
A 16-member NDC delegation led by Major General Anurag Gupta (11-16 May 2014) iv) 
EAM Shri Salman Khurshid (September 2013) v) MoS, Minister for Commerce and 
Industry Smt. Daggubati Purandeswari ( July 2013) vi) MoS, MEA Shri E. Ahmed, (June, 
2012) vii) Raksha Mantri Shri A.K. Antony (July 2011) viii) Minister of Petroleum & 
Natural Gas, Shri Murli S. Deora (August 2007) ix) Raksha Mantri Shri George 
Fernandes (November 2003) x) EAM Shri Yashwant Sinha (January 2003) 

From Kyrgyzstan: (a) High Level visits: i) First Deputy Prime Minister, Djoomart 
Otorbaev (May 2013) ii) President Akaev visited India four times (March 1992, April 1999, 
August 2002, and November 2003) iii) Mr. Apas Jumagulov, Prime Minister (May, 1997) 
iv) Ms. Mira Jangavacheva, Vice-Prime Minister (March, 1997) 

(b) Other visits: i) Minister for Energy and Industry Mr Kubanychbek Turdubaev (March 
2015) ii) Central Election Commission Chairman Mr Tuigunally Abdraimov (October 
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2014) iii) Foreign Minister Mr Erlan Abdyldaev (February 2014) iv) Defence Minister Maj. 
Gen. Taalaibek B. Omuraliev (September 2013) v) Defence Minister Kudaiberdiev Abibilla 
Alymovich (September, 2011) vi) Foreign Minister Mr. Ednan Karabaev Oskonovich 
(February, 2008) vii) Defence Minister Lt. General I. Isakov (November 2005) viii) Mr. I. 
A. Abdurazakov, State Secretary (April, 1997) 

PARLIAMENTARY EXCHANGES 

A Parliamentary delegation led by Mr Usup Mukambaev, the then Chairman of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Kyrgyz Parliament, visited India from 25 July to 1 August 
1997. The four-member group of the Kyrgyz Parliamentarians visited India in February 
1999 to study the Indian experiences in infrastructure and agricultural sectors. 

INDO-KYRGYZ TRADE 

India-Kyrgyz trade was US$38.53 million in 2014-15. India’s exports to Kyrgyzstan was 
US$37.76 million whereas Kyrgyz exports to India was US$0.77 million. Apparel and 
clothing, leather goods, drugs & pharmaceuticals, fine chemicals, and tea are some of the 
important items in India's export basket to Kyrgyzstan. Kyrgyz exports to India consist of 
raw hides, metalifers ores & metal scrap etc. 

The fifth and sixth session of India-Kyrgyz Joint Business Council meeting between 
Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry and Kyrgyz Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry took place in Bishkek on 19 March 2014 and in New Delhi on 02-
3 December 2014 respectively. 

A Pharmaceutical delegation of 50 companies from India under the aegis of Pharmexcil 
visited Bishkek on March 12–13, 2015 to promote exports of pharmaceutical products. Six 
members of Agrarian Platform from Kyrgyzstan took part in the 30th Aahar International 
Fair 2015, an annual agricultural event organized by the Indian Trade Promotion 
Organization (ITPO) from 10 to 14 March 2015.‘Days of India’ were celebrated from 19–21 
June 2015 at the biggest mall ‘Bishkek Park’. Indian companies representing textiles, 
handicrafts, artificial jewellery, footwear participated in it. A Round Table on agricultural 
cooperation was held in Bishkek on July 15, 2015. Around 110 Kyrgyz representatives of 
Agricultural Associations, media houses and individual farmers participated in the Round 
Table. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

In 1995, India had extended a US$5 million line of credit to Kyrgyzstan; out of this, 
US$2.78 million were disbursed for four projects – a plant for manufacturing 
toothbrushes, a polythene bag manufacturing plant, a toothpaste production plant and a 
pharmaceutical plant. Kyrgyz side repaid US$1.66 million and the balance amount was 
converted to grant. 

INDIA ASSISTED PROJECTS 

During the visit of President Akaev to India in August 2002, Government of India had 
offered setting up an IT development centre and a potato processing plant in Kyrgyzstan. 
An MoU for setting up of an IT Development Centre was signed in Bishkek on March 20, 
2006. HMT (I), the Indian implementing agency, set up the Indo-Kyrgyz Centre for 
Information Technology in Bishkek and the Centre was formally inaugurated by Indian 
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Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Shri Murli S. Deora on 15 August 2007. 
Presently, this Centre is imparting short duration IT courses and has trained over 1000 
professionals from Kyrgyzstan by now. 

An MoU was signed in May, 2009 for setting up a potato processing plant (for production 
of Potato chips and potato flakes) at Talas, Kyrgyzstan. The project was undertaken under 
India’s Aid to Central Asia. The plant was inaugurated by Shri E. Ahmed, MoS for 
External Affairs on 12 June 2012. GOI provided assistance for setting up a mountain bio-
medical research centre in Kyrgyzstan at Too Ashu Pass. The Centre was inaugurated on 
5 July 2011 by Rakhsa Mantri Shri A. K. Antony. 

Government of India provided assistance for setting up a mountain bio-medical research 
centre in Kyrgyzstan at Too Ashu Pass at a cost of R 6.5 crores. The Centre was 
inaugurated on 5 July 2011 by Rakhsa Mantri Shri A K Antony. 

TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

Technical assistance under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) 
Program, particularly in terms of human resources development, is the cornerstone of 
India’s economic involvement in Kyrgyzstan. Kyrgyzstan has utilized 85 slots for 2014-15. 
More than 1040 professionals from Kyrgyzstan have received training in India since 1992. 
90 slots have been received for 2015-16. 

EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

An Agreement on Cooperation in the spheres of culture, was recently signed during the 
visit of PM Modi in July 2015 to replace the agreement on Culture, arts, education, 
science, mass-media and sports of 18 March 1992. In general, there is appreciation of 
Indian culture. The Centre for Indian Studies set up in Osh State University in 1997 has 
been useful in providing an exposure to Indian culture and civilization to academicians 
and intelligentsia in this country. The Chair has been discontinued since 2010 unrest in 
Osh. Two workshops of Kathak dance were conducted one each in Bishkek (January 2014) 
and Issyk-kul (July 2014). A 10-member Bhangra Dance group “Bhola Panchi”, sponsored 
by ICCR, performed in Bishkek on 18 October and in Kara-Balta on 19 October 2014. An 
India Study Centre was established by the Mission in the prestigious National Library of 
Kyrgyzstan in Bishkek and inaugurated on 14 November 2014. A seven-member Sitar 
(Fusion) group led by Pandit Prateek Chaudhuri, sponsored by ICCR, performed in 
Bishkek and Osh on 28 & 29 March 2015 respectively. A renowned Indian musician Shri 
Dhruba Ghosh, Principal of Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan, Mumbai, performed in Bishkek along 
with a Central Asian Orchestra on 5 August 2015. A troupe, Natya STEM Dance 
Kampani, sponsored by ICCR performed in the most prestigious Kyrgyz National 
Philharmony Hall on 20 October 2015. 

INDIANS IN KYRGYZSTAN 

About 3500 Indian students are studying medicine in various medical institutions in 
Kyrgyzstan. A few businessmen are engaged in trade and services in Kyrgyzstan. 
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Chapter 72 

ETHIOPIA–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

India-Ethiopia relations are bilateral diplomatic relations between India and Ethiopia. It 
was in July 1948, India and Ethiopia first established diplomatic relations at the level of 
legations. The relationship was raised to ambassadorial level four years later in 
1952. India maintains an embassy in Addis Ababa and Ethiopia in New Delhi. The two 
countries have enjoyed close and friendly relations with India supporting Ethiopian 
developmental efforts while Ethiopia has supported Indian interests such as its claim to a 
permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council. India and Ethiopia share a 
common understanding on such issues as cross-border international terrorism, the need 
and direction for reform of the United Nations, and the importance of action on climate 
change. 

HISTORY 

Trade and people-to-people contacts have existed between India and Ethiopia for almost 
two millennia beginning at the time of the Axumite Empire. Indians traded in silk, spices, 
gold and ivory with the Ethiopians in the 6th century and Portuguese assistance to the 
King of Ethiopia in the 16th century saw the arrival of people from Goa in Ethiopia. 
British interventions in Ethiopia in 1835 to free European diplomats imprisoned 
by Emperor Tewodros II under General Robert Napier and in 1941 that ended the Italian 
occupation both involved large contingents of Indian soldiers who fought as part of the 
British commanded forces. 

Ethiopia has also been home to a sizable Indian diaspora consisting of traders and 
artisans who settled down there in the latter half of the nineteenth century. 
During Emperor Haile Selassie's reign a large number of Indian teachers went to Ethiopia 
which has led to the development of significant goodwill towards India among the 
Ethiopians. The Siddi community on India's western coast are thought to be of Ethiopian 
descent. 

POLITICAL TIES 

During the Italian invasion of Ethiopia, Jawaharlal Nehru made a stirring call for 
solidarity with Abyssinia, noting that "We in India can do nothing to help our brethren in 
distress in Ethiopia for we are also victims of imperialism but we stand with them today 
in their sorrow as we hope to stand together when better days come". Upon India's 
independence in 1947, it sent a goodwill mission to Ethiopia and diplomatic relations were 
established the following year. In 1950 the countries formalised their diplomatic ties and 
Sardar Sant Singh was appointed India's first Ambassador to Ethiopia. The two countries 
have since exchanged several visits at the level of Heads of State with Emperor Haile 
Selassie, Col. Mengistu Haile Mariam and former Prime Minister Meles Zenawi paying 
state visits to India. Presidents S. Radhakrishnan and V V Giri, Vice President Zakir 
Hussain and former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh have led Indian state visits to 
Ethiopia. 
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Ethiopia's ties with India were especially strong under Prime Minister Meles Zenawi who 
was supportive of India seeing India's growth as beneficial to Ethiopia's own economic 
growth. Ethiopia's present Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn and the country's first 
lady have both been educated in India. The second India-Africa Forum Summit was held 
at Addis Ababa in May 2011 which was attended by as many as 15 Heads of States of 
various African nations. This was also the first time India was hosting such an event 
abroad. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

BILATERAL TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

Trade between the two countries amounted to $660 million in 2011-'12 and is expected to 
reach $1 billion by 2015. 

Indian exports to Ethiopia consists of drugs and pharmaceuticals, steel, machinery, food 
items, plastic and linoleum products, paper, textiles, chemicals, transport equipment and 
steel. India's imports from Ethiopia include raw hides and skins, pulses, oil 
seeds, spices, leather and scrap metal. 

India is Ethiopia's second largest source of Foreign Direct Investments with investments 
amounting to $5 billion. Indian investments in Ethiopia are expected to be worth $10 
billion by 2015 with India approving investments worth $4.78 billion in 2011. 

ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

India and Ethiopia signed a Bilateral Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement in 
2007 and a Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement in 2011 to promote mutual trade and 
investments. At the Second India Africa Forum Summit, the then Indian Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh announced a $300 million line of credit to help revive the Ethiopia-
Djibouti rail route. This project however went to Chinese construction companies following 
delays on the Indian side in sanctioning the funds. The Duty Free Tariff Preference 
scheme that was announced at the summit allowing for imports from Least developed 
Countries into India has however had a positive impact on bilateral trade with the value 
of Ethiopian exports to India now reaching $120 million. The balance of trade however 
continues to remain in India's favour. India has also extended $710 million in lines of 
credit to help in rural electrification and the revival of the sugar industry in Ethiopia. 

TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

India has agreed to cooperate with Ethiopia in the agricultural sector for the development 
of the meat and dairy sectors. To build human resource capacity, India trains Ethiopian 
diplomats and trade negotiators under its Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
Programme. The Indian Army is involved in training and developing a manual for 
the Ethiopian Army. The Pan-African e-Network project that India has undertaken to link 
African nations with each other and to India was launched on a pilot basis first in 
Ethiopia in 2007. 

  



435 

 

Chapter 73 

GABON–INDIA RELATIONS 
 

Gabon–India relations refers to the international relations that exist 
between Gabon and India. Gabon maintains an embassy in New Delhi. The Embassy of 
India in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo is jointly accredited to Gabon. India also 
maintains an honorary consulate in Libreville. 

HISTORY 

Senior Minister for National Defence of Gabon Ali Bongo Ondimba visited India in 
November 2007. He visited India again in October 2015 as President to attend the 3rd 
India-Africa Forum Summit in New Delhi. Several Gabonese ministers have also visited 
India. The only visit by an Indian Government official to Gabon occurred in September 
2015, when Minister of State for Human Resource Development and Special Envoy of the 
Prime Minister Ram Shankar Katheria visited Libreville and met with President 
Ondimba. 

Varsha Pallavi, Economic Assistant to the Head of the Embassy of Gabon in New Delhi, 
represented the country at the India-Africa Agribusiness Forum organized by FICCI, the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Commerce and Industry on February 2016. 
The Forum was also attended by Indian Minister of Agriculture Radha Mohan Singh and 
senior ministers from Botswana, Seychelles, Zambia and other African nations. 

TRADE 

Bilateral trade between Gabon and India totaled US$142.45 million in 2015-16, declining 
sharply from $835.73 million the previous fiscal. India exported $36.82 million worth of 
goods to Gabon, and imported $105.63 million. The main commodities exported by India to 
Gabon are meat and meat products, pharmaceuticals, cotton, iron and steel. The major 
commodities imported by India from Gabon are wood and wood articles, ores, slag and ash. 

In June 2010, Bharti Airtel struck a deal to buy Zain's mobile operations in 15 African 
countries, including Gabon, for $8.97 billion, in India's second biggest overseas acquisition 
after Tata Steel's US$13 billion buy of Corus in 2007. Bharti Airtel completed the 
acquisition on 8 June 2010.  

Tata Chemicals announced in April 2011 that it would invest $290 million to acquire a 
25.1% stake from Singaporean firm Olam International in a urea manufacturing project 
located near the port town of Port-Gentil. Tata stated that it would export 25% of the 
plant's total produce to India. Oil India Ltd. (OIL), in partnership with Indian Oil Ltd., 
conducted oil exploration in Shakti Block, Lamberele. OIL discovered 44 million barrels of 
oil at the site in 2013. 

Indian firms such as Ramky Infrastructure Ltd. and M3M India Limited have won 
contracts to develop infrastructure sector in Gabon. 
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FOREIGN AID 

India provided Gabon with a Line of Credit (LOC) worth $14.5 million in March 2007 to 
build 300 houses and amenities in Bikele near Libreville. Another LOC worth $67.19 
million was provided to upgrade Gabon's broadcasting facilities. 

Gabon was among the first 15 African countries in which India implemented the Pan 
African e-network project. Tele-education, Tele-medicine and VVIP connectivity were 
established in Libreville under the project. At the first India Africa Forum Summit in New 
Delhi in April 2008, India agreed to establish a vocational training centre in Gabon as part 
of a "Plan of Action" with the African Union. 

Citizens of Gabon are eligible for scholarships under the Indian Technical and Economic 
Cooperation Programme and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. Several officials 
from Gabon have also received training programs under the AIFS. 

CULTURAL RELATIONS 

Ambassador of Gabon Desire Koumba inaugurated the 4th Global Festival of Journalism 
held at Marwah Studios, Noida in February 2016. 

As of December 2016, around 100 Indians resided in Gabon. They are primarily involved 
in infrastructure projects, trading, export of timber and metal scrap. 
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Chapter 74 

GHANA–INDIA RELATIONS 

 

India-Ghana relations are bilateral diplomatic relations between India and Ghana. As 
members of the Commonwealth, India maintains a High Commission in Accra and Ghana 
has its High Commission in New Delhi. 

HISTORY 

India opened a consulate in Accra in 1953 and established full-fledged diplomatic relations 
with Ghana immediately after its independence in 1957. The Indian High Commission in 
Accra is also concurrently accredited to Burkina Faso, Togo and Sierra Leone. Ghana 
established its High Commission in New Delhi after its independence. The first President 
of Ghana, Kwame Nkrumah and India's first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, shared a 
strong personal bond of friendship. Presidents Nkrumah, Hilla Limann, John 
Rawlingsand John Kufuor have made state visits to India while Prime Minister P V 
Narasimha Rao visited Ghana in 1995. India and Ghana are founding members of the Non 
Aligned Movement, the Government of India's Team-9 initiative and are members of the 
Commonwealth. 

INDIANS AND INDIAN CULTURE IN GHANA 

There are about ten thousand Ghanaian Indians and Persons of Indian Origin living in 
Ghana today with some of them having been there for over 70 years. Ghana is home to a 
growing indigenous Hindu population that today numbers 13,000 families. Hinduism first 
came to Ghana only in the late 1940s with the Sindhi traders who migrated here 
following India's Partition. It has been growing in Ghana and neighbouring Togo since the 
mid-1970s when an African Hindu monastery was established in Accra. 

ECONOMIC TIES 

TRADE 

Trade between India and Ghana amounted to US$818 million in 2010-11 and is expected 
to be worth US$1 billion by 2013. Ghana imports automobiles and buses from India and 
companies like Tata Motors and Ashok Leyland have a significant presence in the 
country. Ghanaian exports to India consist of gold, cocoa and timber while Indian exports 
to Ghana comprise pharmaceuticals, agricultural machinery, electrical equipment, 
plastics, steel and cement. 

ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

The Government of India has extended $228 million in lines of credit to Ghana which has 
been used for projects in sectors like agro-processing, fish processing, waste management, 
rural electrification and the expansion of Ghana's railways. India has also offered to set up 
an India-Africa Institute of Information Technology (IAIIT) and a Food Processing 
Business Incubation Centre in Ghana under the India-Africa Forum Summit. 
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INVESTMENTS 

India is among the largest foreign investors in Ghana's economy. At the end of 2011, 
Indian investments in Ghana amounted to $550 million covering some 548 projects. Indian 
investments are primarily in the agriculture and manufacturing sectors of Ghana while 
Ghanaian companies manufacture drugs in collaboration with Indian companies. The IT 
sector in Ghana too has a significant Indian presence in it. India and Ghana also have a 
Bilateral Investment Protection Agreement between them. India's Rashtriya Chemicals 
and Fertilisers is in the process of setting up a fertiliser plant in Ghana at Nyankrom in 
the Shama District of the Western Region of Ghana. The project entails an investment of 
US$1.3 billion and the plant would have an annual production capacity of 1.1 million 
tonnes, the bulk of which would be exported to India. There are also plans to develop a 
sugar processing plant entailing an investment of US$36 million. Bank of Baroda, Bharti 
Airtel, Tata Motors and Tech Mahindra are amongst the major Indian companies in 
Ghana. 

TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION 

India extends scholarship for the training of Ghanaian personnel in India through 
its Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Programme and the Special 
Commonwealth Assistance for Africa Programme(SCAAP). India has trained over 1,100 
Ghanaian students and professionals since the commencement of the programme. India 
has also helped Ghana with expertise in IT and Communications (ICT) and helped develop 
the Tema Community Centre into a modern ICT facility. The Ghana-India Kofi Annan 
Centre of Excellence in ICT is another result of India's cooperation with Ghana in this 
field. The Centre for Development of Advanced Computing, Pune is to now 
provide PARAM supercomputing technology and training to the centre from 2012. The 
Indian Government supported the Electoral Commission of Ghana in conducting 
the Presidential and Parliamentary polls there in December 2012 by providing it 
with indelible ink and has also been helping Ghana develop an electronic system for 
revenue mobilisation. Ghana is also part of the Pan-African e-Network project initiated by 
India and Ghana's Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology has 
commenced degree courses in collaboration with institutions of higher education in 
India. The new palace of the Ghanaian President, called Flagstaff House, has been built 
by India using a $60 million soft loan from the Government of India. 
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Chapter 75 

INDIA–KENYA RELATIONS 

 

India–Kenya relations are bilateral diplomatic relations between the Republic of India and 
the Republic of Kenya. 

HISTORY 

As littoral states of the Indian Ocean, trade links and commercial ties between India and 
Kenya go back several centuries. Kenya has a large minority of Indians and Persons of 
Indian Origin living there who are descendants of labourers who were brought in by the 
British to construct the Uganda Railway . Prior to India's independence, the welfare of 
Indians in Southeast Africa gained the attention of Indian freedom fighters. Sarojini 
Naidu chaired the Mombasa session of the East African Indian Congress in 1924 and a 
fact-finding mission under K.P.S. Menon was sent there in 1934. After India's 
independence, it established an Office of the Commissioner for British East Africa resident 
in Nairobi in 1948. Given deteriorating race relations between Indians and 
Kenyans, Jawaharlal Nehru appointed the senior diplomat Apa Pant as High 
Commissioner to Kenya. Nehru also gave support to Jomo Kenyatta and the Kenya 
African National Union party, asking Indians in Kenya to identify themselves with the 
locals. Despite worsening race relations in Kenya that led to the exodus of Asians there to 
India and Britain, economic cooperation between India and Kenya flourished and became 
an exemplar of South-South cooperation. Following Kenyan independence in 1963, an 
Indian High Commission was established in Nairobi and an Assistant High Commission 
set up in Mombasa. Kenya maintains a High Commission in New Delhi that is 
concurrently accredited to Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Singapore. Kenya and India are 
members of international fora like United Nations, Non-Aligned 
Movement, Commonwealth of Nations, G-77 and G-15 and the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association for Regional Cooperation and often cooperate with each other on these fora. 

ECONOMIC TIES 

India and Kenya have growing trade and commercial ties. Bilateral trade amounted to 
$2.4 billion in 2010–2011 but with Kenyan imports from India accounting for $2.3 billion, 
the balance of trade was heavily in India's favour. India is Kenya's sixth largest trading 
partner and the largest exporter to Kenya. Indian exports to Kenya 
include pharmaceuticals, steel, machinery and automobiles while Kenyan exports to India 
are largely primary commodities such as soda ash, vegetables and tea. Indian companies 
have a significant presence in Kenya with Indian corporates like the Tata 
Group, Essar, Reliance Industries and Bharti Airtel operating there. The Indian public 
sector banks Bank of Baroda and Bank of India have operations in Kenya. Kenya has been 
trying to promote itself as a tourist destination in India. However air connectivity between 
the two countries is limited and is provided by Kenya Airways between Mumbai and Delhi 
to Nairobi. Services to Nairobi, which was Air India's second international destination, 
begun to in 1951 was finally shut down by the airline in 2010. 
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TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

India offers 101 fully funded scholarships for Kenyans annually under its Indian Technical 
and Economic Cooperation Programme for training them in technical skills. The Exim 
Bank of India has provided Kenya with a loan of $61 million for overhauling its national 
power grid. India's Pan-African e-Network project seeks to make available teleeducation 
and telemedicine facilities to African countries including Kenya. Indian investments in 
Kenya are now worth $1.5 billion and India's pharmaceutical exports have played a key 
role in making essential drugs available at affordable prices in Kenya. 
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Chapter 76 

INDIA–LIBERIA RELATIONS 

 

India–Liberia relations are the foreign relations between India and the Republic of 
Liberia. India is represented in Liberia through its embassy in Abidjan (Ivory Coast) and 
an active honorary consulate in Monrovia since 1984. Liberia was represented in India 
through its resident mission in New Delhi which subsequently closed due to budgetary 
constraints. 

STRATEGIC COOPERATION 

Bilateral relations have traditionally been strong and cordial with Liberia's full-fledged 
support for India’s aspiration for permanent membership on the United Nations Security 
Council. In recent years, both nations have developed close and extensive cooperation in 
trade, military and strategic fields. 

India sent the first all-women police unit of the UNMIL peacekeeping force to Liberia in 
2007, with further batches arriving in the following years. The Indian Government has 
taken a proactive role in creating new models of community and service-oriented policing 
in Liberia. In particular, India's CRPF has facilitated Liberian women's involvement in 
the National Police Service and law enforcement. 

COMMERCIAL AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

There are more than fifty Indian companies operating in Liberia, from small trading firms 
to steel magnates. In 2006, the PIO firm ArcelorMittal was awarded the large LIMINCO 
iron ore mine against an investment of $930 million over a twenty-year period. Recently, 
the Liberian Government, which in September 2008 had disqualified Tata Steel from the 
bidding process for the $1.6 billion-Western Cluster iron ore project, has cleared the 
Indian steel major for the upcoming auction.  

With intensive Indian lobbying, Tata Steel's bid has been rated very high and favorably on 
technical, financial and social terms by the international consultancy firm Deloitte & 
Touche, engaged by the Liberian Government. Moreover, the expanding Taurian group is 
negotiating for iron ore, gold and chromite mining concessions. This reflects India's 
diplomatic strategy of focusing on raw material security, especially in the West 
African region. 

Amidst India's growing role in Liberia, the Liberian Minister of Mines and Energy, Dr. 
Eugene Shannon visited India in October 2005 to participate in the Confederation of 
Indian Industry-Africa Conclave. In 2008, the President of Liberia Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf was invited to visit India. Major items of Indian exports include engineering goods, 
pharmaceuticals, two wheelers, transportation equipment, steel and plastic products. 
Major items of imports are gold, diamonds, timber and metal scrap. Following lifting 
of UN sanctions, timber concessions have been awarded to Indian firms. Overall, Indian 
investments in Liberia have been increased from US$450 million in 2005 to an estimated 
$2 billion in 2009. 
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The Indian Ambassador Shamma Jain has stated that she is committed to building 
strategic partnerships at all levels of Government and facilitating new strategies for 
bilateral cooperation. In this regard, Ambassador Jain is moving quickly to intensify 
India’s relations with Liberia in the agricultural sector with the implementation of model 
agricultural projects with the help of scientists at the Indian Center of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR). In February 2009, Liberia's Agriculture Minister Dr. J. Chris Toe & 
Ambassador Jain discussed possible areas of support including emergency assistance to 
the Liberian agricultural sector amidst the caterpillar infestation in the country. 
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Chapter 77 

INDIA–MAURITIUS RELATIONS 

 

Mauritius naval officers welcome Indian Navy personnel at Port Louis, Mauritius on 31 
October 2014. 

India–Mauritius (or Indo-Mauritian relations) refers to the historical, political, economic, 
military, social and cultural connections between the Republic of India and the Republic of 
Mauritius. Connections between India and Mauritius date back to 1730, diplomatic 
relations were established in 1948, before Mauritius became independent state. The 
cultural affinities and long historical ties between the two nations have contributed to 
strong and cordial relations between the two nations. More than 68% of the Mauritian 
population are of Indian origin, most commonly known as Indo-Mauritians. India and 
Mauritius co-operate in combating piracy, which has emerged as a major threat in 
the Indian Ocean region and Mauritius supports India’s stance against terrorism. 

 
Adm. Robin K. Dhowan inspecting a guard  

of honour in Mauritius, January 2015. 

HISTORY 

The relationship between Mauritius and India date back to the early 1730s, when artisans 
were brought from Puducherry and Tamil Nadu. Diplomatic relations between India and 
Mauritius were established in 1948. Mauritius maintained contacts with India through 
successive Dutch, French and British occupation. From the 1820s, Indian workers started 
coming into Mauritius to work on sugar plantations. From 1834 when slavery was 
abolished by the British Parliament, large numbers of Indian workers began to be brought 
into Mauritius as indentured labourers. On 2 November 1834 the ship named 'Atlas' 
docked in Mauritius carrying the first batch of Indian indentured labourers. This day is 
now observed in Mauritius as 'Aapravasi Day'. In all, about half a million Indian 
indentured labourers are estimated to have been brought into Mauritius between 1834 
and the early decades of the 20th century, out of whom about two-thirds settled 
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permanently in Mauritius. In Mauritius they were embarked at the Aapravasi 
Ghat in Port Louis, the site effectively acted as Mauritius’ security guarantor, and 
occupies a role in Mauritian security which a US report has assessed as Mauritius’ 
“willing subordination to India.” A key turning point in the relationship came in 1983, 
when India came to the point of military intervention in Mauritius in Operation Lal 
Dora to ensure that it stayed in India’s strategic orbit. In 2015, Indian Prime Minister 
signed an agreement to set up eight Indian-controlled coastal surveillance radar stations. 

TRADE 

Share of top five investing countries in FDI inflows for India. (Apr 2000 – Sept 2016) 

Rank Country Inflows 
(Million USD) 

Inflows (%) 

1  Mauritius 101,759.68 32.81% 

2  Singapore 50,559.91 16.30% 

3  United Kingdom 24,072.30 7.76% 

4  Japan 23,760.47 7.66% 

5  United States 19,380.43 6.25% 

Source: FDI in India Statistics 

Foreign direct investment (FDI) in India has reached 2% of GDP, compared with 0.1% in 
1990, and Indian investment in other countries rose sharply in 2006. Economic and 
commercial corporation has been increasing over the years. India has become Mauritius’ 
largest source of imports since 2007 and Mauritius imported US$816 million worth of 
goods in the April 2010-March 2011 financial year. Mauritius has remained the largest 
source of FDI for India for more than a decade with FDI equity inflows totalling US$55.2 
billion in the period April 2000 to April 2011. 

MILITARY COOPERATION 

Mauritius is part of India's security grid including Coastal Surveillance Radar (CSR) 
station of Indian Navy's National Command Control Communication Intelligence 
network. The Head of Mauritius Navy and the Mauritian National Security Advisor are 
Indian officers. 
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Chapter 78 

INDIA–NAMIBIA RELATIONS 

 

India–Namibia relations refers to the current and historical relationship between  
India and Namibia. India has a high commissioner in Windhoek and Namibia has a high 
commissioner in New Delhi. Namibia's high commissioner is also accredited 
for Bangladesh, the Maldives and Sri Lanka. In 2010, relations were described by Indian 
officials as "warm and cordial". 

LIBERATION MOVEMENT 

India was one of SWAPO's earliest supporters during the Namibian liberation movement. 
The first SWAPO embassy was established in India in 1986. India's observer mission was 
converted to a full High Commission on Namibia's independence day of 21 March 1990. 

SINCE INDEPENDENCE 

India has helped train the Namibian Air Force since its creation in 1995. The two 
countries work closely in mutual multilateral organisations such as the United 
Nations, Non-Aligned Movement and the Commonwealth of Nations. Namibia 
supports expansion of the United Nations Security Council to include a permanent seat for 
India. 

VISITS 

A number of high-ranking Indian officials have visited Namibia since independence in 
1990; Indian Prime Minister V. P. Singh, former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and other 
high-ranking politicians were in Namibia for its independence day celebrations in 1990. 
President Shankar Dayal Sharma visited Namibia in 1995 and Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee visited in 1998 as well as numerous ministerial visits. In July 2010, Minister of 
State for External Affairs Preneet Kaur visited Namibia ahead of the 13th Exim 
Bank Conclave on India Africa Project Partnership. 

A number of high-ranking Namibian officials have visited India as well; as of 2010, 
President Sam Nujoma had visited India 11 times. In August–September 2009, Namibian 
President Hifikepunye Pohamba made his first visit as President to India. 43 business 
leaders and politicians accompanied Pohamba on the trip, which took them to New 
Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore and Agra. 

Trade and investment 

In 2008–09, trade between the two countries stood at approximately US$80 million. 
Namibia's main imports from India were drugs and pharmaceuticals, chemicals, 
agricultural machinery, automobile and automobile parts, glass and glassware, plastic and 
linoleum products. India primarily imported nonferrous metals, ores and metal scarps. 
Indian products are also exported to neighboring South Africa and re-imported to Namibia 
as South African imports. Namibian diamonds are often exported to European diamond 
markets before being again imported to India. In 2009, the first direct sale of Namibian 
diamonds to India took place. In 2008, two Indian companies won a US$105 million 
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contract from NamPower to lay a high-voltage direct current bi-polar line from Katima 
Mulilo to Otjiwarongo.Namibia is a beneficiary of the Indian Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (ITEC) programme for telecommunications professionals from developing 
countries. 
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Chapter 79 

INDIA–NIGERIA RELATIONS 

 

The Bilateral relations between the Republic of India and the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria have considerably expanded in recent years with both nations building strategic 
and commercial ties. 

Oil-rich Nigeria stated recently that India has replaced the United States as its largest 
crude importer 20–25 percent of India's domestic oil demand. India, however, now 
purchases some 30% of Nigeria's daily crude production which currently hovers around 2.5 
million barrels With bilateral oil trade valued at US$10 billion, Indian oil companies are 
also involved in oil drilling operations in Nigeria and have plans to set up refineries there. 

BACKGROUND 

Both nations were colonised by the British Empire; India supported independence of 
African countries from colonial rule and established its diplomatic mission in 1958 – two 
years before Nigeria officially gained independence from British rule. Since the restoration 
of democracy in 1998, Nigeria has joined India in becoming the largest democracies in 
their respective regions with diverse religious and ethnic populations. They possess 
diverse natural and economic resources and are the largest economies in their respective 
regions. Both are members of the Commonwealth of Nations, G-77 and the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM). 

DEVELOPMENT OF BILATERAL RELATIONS 

After Nigeria's independence, both nations sought to develop strong relations. In 1962, 
the Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru made a state visit to Nigeria. In 1999, the 
democratically elected President of Nigeria Olusegun Obasanjo made a state visit to India 
and was the chief guest at India's Republic Day celebrations. In 2007, Indian Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh became the first Indian leader to visit Nigeria in 45 years 
and addressed a joint session of the Parliament of Nigeria. 

COMMERCE 

Since the restoration of democracy in Nigeria in 1998–99, its trade with India has 
increased substantially – climbing from USD 293.71 million in 1999–00 to USD 875 
million in 2005–06. As of 2007, the value of non-oil bilateral trade was estimated between 
USD 6–7.9 billion. Exports to India accounted for USD 3.9 billion between April and 
September, 2006.  

India's exports to Nigeria were valued at USD $875 million in 2005/06. Indian companies 
have invested heavily in Nigeria in manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, plastics, engineering, 
information technology and communications. Indian companies have invested in the 
Ajaokuta Iron and Steel Industry as well as Aladja Steel Complex in Delta. Nigeria has 
actively encouraged Indian companies to invest and expand Nigeria's mining and 
development of coal, gold, iron ore, chrome ore, lead and other mineral resources. 
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OIL TRADE 

Nigeria is the largest African crude oil supplier to India — India imports 400,000 barrels 
per day from Nigeria valued at US$10 billion annually. Additionally, major Indian oil 
companies regularly issue tender of Nigerian crude oil. 

CULTURAL RELATIONS 

About 50,000 Nigerians live in India, while about 35,000 Indians reside in Nigeria. 

Despite economic ties via the Commonwealth connection there are also ethnic tensions 
between two. As such in 2013, a killing in Goa, accused on an Indian, led to protests and a 
"law and order" problem there. Such xenophobic incitation were encouraged by politicians. 
Goa's Art and Culture Minister Dayanand Mandrekar called Nigerians a "cancer" and said 
their actions were detrimental to the tourism industry; though he retracted the statement 
and apologised. After the riots, Goa's Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar ordered police to 
find and expel Nigerians living illegally in Goa and Goan MLA Shantaram Naik said: 
"Nigerians misuse education schemes, violate the Foreign Exchange Management Act 
(FEMA), indulge in the drug trade and yet try to boss over Goans, which no civilised 
society would tolerate." Some signs read "Say No to Nigerians" and others were said to 
have resolved not to rent out apartments to Nigerians. 

Nigerian reactions included High Commissioner Ndubuisi Vitus Amaku saying: "Indians 
need to understand that a large number of Nigerians are living legally in India and even if 
some are living illegally, there are laws in place to deal with that and those should be 
implemented. If Nigerians are living illegally [in Goa], you don't wait till their compatriot 
is murdered before you go around picking them up and threatening them with 
deportation. That's like rubbing salt in their wounds." Administrative Attache Jacob 
Nwadibia warned: "If discrimination against Nigerians was not stopped immediately, 
Indians in Nigeria may face repercussions. There are only 50,000 Nigerians living in 
India, but there are over a million Indians living in Nigeria. Thousands of Indians living 
there will be thrown out on the streets if the forcible eviction of Nigerians in Goa does not 
stop." Spokesman for the embassy Tokunbo Falohun pragmatically responded: "The 
discrimination is apparent and we just want that it should end and the law should take its 
own course." 

Indian Language School is in Lagos, educating Indian families. 
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Chapter 80 

INDIA–SEYCHELLES RELATIONS 

 

India–Seychelles relations are bilateral relations between the Republic of India and 
the Republic of Seychelles. India has a High Commission in Victoria while Seychelles 
maintains a High Commission in New Delhi. 

HISTORY 

Diplomatic ties between India and Seychelles have existed since Seychelles gained 
independence in 1976. A resident high commissioner of India has been in Victoria since 
1987 while Seychelles opened its resident mission in New Delhi in 2008. Relations 
between the two countries have been warm and cordial with regular high level exchange 
visits between the countries. From India, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and Presidents R 
Venkataraman and Pratibha Patil have visited the Seychelles while Presidents France 
Albert Rene and James Alix Michel of Seychelles have paid state visits to India. India and 
Seychelles have broad based relations that cover a host of sectors including defence, 
culture, trade and technical cooperation. According to the Ministry of External Affairs of 
the Government of India relations between India and Seychelles have been characterised 
by "close friendship, understanding and cooperation" while Seychelles has described itself 
a " rock of dependability for India in the Indian Ocean region”. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

Trade between India and Seychelles amounted to only $40 million in 2010-11 with 
the balance of trade heavily in India's favour. Tourism, fishing, petroleum exploration and 
communications and IT, computer education and pharmaceuticals have been identified as 
areas of economic cooperation between the two countries. India and Seychelles signed a 
bilateral investment promotion agreement in 2010 and in 2012, during President Pratibha 
Patil's visit to Seychelles, India extended it a $50-million line of credit and a grant of $25-
million. Among India's private sector companies, telecom major Airtel has a significant 
presence in Seychelles having acquired Telecom Seychelles and partnered in 
the Seychelles East Africa submarine cable project. 

DEFENCE COOPERATION 

 
Adm Robin K Dhowan and Seychelles President James Michel at a ceremony to  

transfer INS Tarasafrom the Indian Navy to the Seychelles Coast Guard, 7 November 2014. 
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India and Seychelles have a close defence ties. Seychelles is of strategic importance to 
India as it lies close to global lanes of shipping and commerce and is an important base in 
the fight against seaborne terrorism and piracy in the Indian Ocean Region. In June 1986, 
the Indian Navy deployed the INS Vindhyagiri at the Seychelles Port of Victoria to abort 
an attempted coup against President Rene by Defence Minister Berlouis in what was 
called Operation Flowers are Blooming. India helped avert a further attempted coup by 
Berlouis in September 1986, when Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi lent President 
René his plane so that he could fly back from an international meeting in Harare to the 
Seychelles. President René reportedly took shelter in the resident of the Indian High 
Commissioner in Male. 

In 2009, India acted upon a request of the Seychelles and dispatched naval ships to patrol 
the exclusive economic zone of Seychelles and to guard it against piracy. India has 
provided Seychelles with monetary support and equipment such as Dornier Do 
228s and Chetak helicopters for meeting its defence needs besides deputing officers from 
the Indian armed forces in Seychelles and helping in capacity building of the Seychelles' 
armed forces. 

Various Indian Navy ships have visited Seychelles as part of their anti-piracy deployment 
and protection of Seychelles EEZ, including INS Tarmugli in February 2005, INS 
Sukanya in March 2011, INS Shardul from 4 to 6 June 2011 and from 17 to 19 June, 2011 
and INS Sarvekshak, which visited Port Victoria on 7 November 2011 and conducted 
hydrographic survey of Aldabra. 

The Seychelles Government has leased the Assumption Island to the Indian Navy to build 
an overseas base of operations there. The Indian Army is helping to renovate the airfield 
while the navy has taken permission from the Seychelles Government to make a new deep 
sea port by dregging sand for the same instead of using the ruined, old jetty which is 
already present. The residents of the island were relocated to another island by the help 
of Indian Government. Seychelles maritime security advisor is also an Indian naval 
officer. 

TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

India has been working on human resource development and capacity building with 
the Government of Seychelles under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
Programme since the early 1980s. India is a medical tourism destination for 
the Seychellois and the Government of Seychelles has tied up with MIOT 
Hospitals and Madras Medical Mission in Chennai for providing healthcare to its citizens. 
The two nations have also been working together in the areas of environment protection 
and renewable energy and India is to set up a solar power cluster in Seychelles. Seychelles 
is also promoting itself as a tourist destination in India although Indian tourists 
numbered only 8200 in 2010. 
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Chapter 81 

INDIA–SOUTH AFRICA RELATIONS 

 

The bilateral relations between the Republic of India and the Republic of South 
Africa have grown strong since the end of apartheid in South Africa in 1994. Both 
countries have since developed close strategic, cultural and economic ties.  

Both are former British colonies and full member states of the Commonwealth of 
Nations as Commonwealth republics. 

India and South Africa also share an extensive energy partnership. In 2010, India 
imported 1.4 million tonnes of South African coal in February, making it the largest 
purchaser of coal from the country. Ties with further solidified with South Africa's 2011 
acceptance into the BRICS group. 

BACKGROUND 

 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Gauteng Premier David Makhura 

 at the Gandhi monument, Constitution Hill, Johannesburg 

There is a major resident Indian community in South Africa. Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi (more commonly known as Mahatma Gandhi) had commenced his political-legal 
career in South Africa, experimenting with civil disobedience in the 1890s and 1900s, to 
improve the quality of living of the Indians living there. A statue to him was unveiled 
in Pietermaritzburg by Saurav Ganguly, the captain of the Indian national cricket 
team during the 2003 Cricket World Cup. 

Indians also contributed to the African National Congress's struggle against the Apartheid 
regime. The Indian Government was an outspoken critic of the apartheid-era South 
African Government, refusing to maintain diplomatic relations. India's support evoked 
goodwill in South Africa and other African countries. 
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South African Minister for Human Settlement Lindiwe Sisulu during her visit to Delhi to 
join the celebration of 20 years of South African independence has said "India is our 
closest ally in the Asian continent" also added "The purpose of this visit is a gesture from 
the South African Government to thank its Indian counterpart for all the help and support 
it has extended in our struggle for liberation". 

DEVELOPMENT OF BILATERAL RELATIONS 

Both countries established diplomatic relations after the end of apartheid in 1994. 

South African leader Nelson Mandela was awarded the Mahatma Gandhi Peace 
Prize and Bharat Ratna by the Indian Government. Both nations have also promoted 
sporting ties, with the Indian national cricket team and the South Africa national cricket 
team frequently exchanging visits and participating in cricket tournaments hosted by 
either country. 

ECONOMIC TIES 

Bilateral trade grew exponentially from USD 3 million in 1992-93 to USD 4 billion in 
2005-06, and the two Governments have targeted increasing bilateral trade to USD 12 
billion by 2010. Gold bullion constitute one-third of India's imports from South Africa, 
while India polishes and processes diamonds from South African mines. South Africa has 
promoted signing a free trade agreement with India and the Southern Africa Customs 
Union (SACU), which includes Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia and Swaziland along with 
South Africa. 

Bharti Airtel was scheduled to acquire MTN to make one of the world's largest 
telecommunications companies, and also touted as step in South-South cooperation. The 
deal was, however, rejected by the South African Government of Jacob Zuma on the 
grounds that MTN would not be as South African anymore amid concerns of dual-listing 
on the Indian and South African stock exchanges. 

MILITARY TIES 

India and South Africa have also developed military cooperation, trading arms and joint 
exercises and programs to train forces. 

Some analysts have argued that while there are some strategic commonalities between 
India and South Africa, this has not always translated into common perspectives. 

IBSA 

IBSA Dialogue Forum 

On June 6, 2003 India and South Africa signed an agreement with Brazil, known as the 
Brasília Declaration, establishing "South-South" cooperation, based on the premise of the 
three nations being regional powers of South Asia, Southern Africa and South America. 
The declaration called for extensive tripartite cooperation on strategic, commercial and 
cultural affairs, development of a tripartite free trade agreement and a united front in 
negotiating with Western nations in the World Trade Organization (WTO), calling 
for reform of the U.N. Security Council and supporting each other's bid for permanent 
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membership with veto rights. The IBSA Dialogue Forum was created to promote 
cooperation and consensus on issues of trade, poverty alleviation, intellectual property 
rights, social development, agriculture, climate change, culture, defence, education, 
energy, health-care, information society, science and technology, peaceful nuclear energy, 
tourism and transport. 

 
Indian PM Manmohan Singh with Brazilian President Luiz  

Inácio Lula da Silva and South African President Thabo Mbeki. 

 

The fourth summit was held in Brasília. The three nations pledged to boost trilateral 
trade to USD 15 billion by 2010. The three nations have also expanded military 
cooperation and conducted joint naval exercises in 2008. 
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Chapter 82 

INDIA–SOUTH SUDAN RELATIONS 

 

India–South Sudan relations refers to the bilateral ties between the Republic of India and 
the Republic of South Sudan. India recognised South Sudan on 9 July 2011, the day South 
Sudan became an independent state. India maintains an embassy at Juba, and South 
Sudan maintains an embassy in New Delhi. 

HISTORY 

India-Sudan relations § History 

India remained neutral during the First Sudanese Civil War (1962-72) and the Second 
Sudanese Civil War (1983-2005). The Southern Sudan Autonomous Region was 
established at the end of the First Civil War. Indian President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed 
visited the region in December 1975, and addressed the Regional Peoples' Assembly in 
Juba. According to the Embassy of India in Khartoum, "On the whole, the visit to Juba 
made it evident that the Southern Sudanese have deeper respect for India." Indian 
engagement with South Sudan increased after the end of the Second Civil War. Then 
Indian Minister of State for External Affairs E.A. Ahamed attended the signing of 
the Comprehensive Peace Agreement on 9 January 2005 in Nairobi. 

From 2006, India began inviting South Sudanese citizens for training and exchange 
programmes in India. India opened a consulate in Juba in August 2007. India formally 
recognized South Sudan on 9 July 2011, the day it declared independence, and Vice 
President Mohammad Hamid Ansari attended the country's independence day 
celebrations in Juba. In a letter to South Sudanese President Salva Kiir, Indian Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh wrote, "India stands ready to share its development experience 
and extend whatever assistance possible to South Sudan. I am confident that our co-
operation will grow from strength to strength in the coming days for the mutual benefit of 
our two peoples." The Indian Government has stated that it was willing to assist in 
developing infrastructure, training officials in health, education and rural development. A 
Foreign Ministry official stated, "We have compiled a definite road map using (sic) which 
India can help South Sudan." The Consulate General in Juba was upgraded to an embassy 
in March 2012. 

President Salva Kiir attended the Third India Africa Forum Summit in New Delhi in 
October 2015, and also held a bilateral meeting with Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the first state visit by a South Sudanese President to India. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri wrote in the Hindustan Times that South Sudan "has other 

attractions. As the Indian Foreign Ministry's own literature notes, South Sudan [is] 
'reported to has (sic) some of the largest oil reserves in Africa outside Nigeria and 
Angola." An article in The Telegraph noted that South Sudan is "one of the poorest 
[countries] in the world, [but] is oil rich. Foreign ministry officials said New Delhi has  
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keen interest in increasing its investments in the oil fields in South Sudan, which now 
owns over two-thirds of the erstwhile united Sudan's oil fields." 

Bilateral trade between the two countries is limited, and precise statistics are not 
available as most of the trade is conducted through third countries such as Kenya and the 
United Arab Emirates. The main commodities exported from India to South Sudan are 
consumer and household goods, food items, pharmaceuticals, motorcycles and three-
wheelers. The main commodities India imports from South Sudan are oil and timber. 

Between 2003 and 2015, ONGC Videsh Ltd. invested a total US$ 2.5 billion in the oil 
industries of Sudan and South Sudan. 

INDIAN PEACEKEEPERS 

As of January 2016, two battalions of the Indian Army, or 2,000 personnel, are deployed in 
Jonglei and Upper Nile, South Sudan's two largest states, as part of the United Nations 
Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS). 37 Indian Police officers are also present in the 
country training the South Sudan National Police Service. Indian civilians are also 
present as part of UNMISS. The Indian Army battalions have also been involved in 
community activities such as conducting medical camps, donating books to educational 
institutions, and building roads. 

One senior Indian Army officer and four soldiers were killed, and four Indian soldiers were 
injured on 9 April 2013, when a contingent of 36 Indian soldiers escorting a United 
Nations convoy from Pibor to Bor in Jonglei state was attacked by rebels. Two more 
Indian soldiers were killed in an attack on the UN Base at Akobo, Jonglei State on 19 
December 2013, and another two soldiers were injured during an attack on the UN Base 
at Bor, Jonglei State in April 2014. 

INDIAN FOREIGN AID 

India pledged US$ 5 million for the construction of a hospital in South Sudan at the April 
2005 Oslo Donors Conference. India donated US$100,000 worth of tents and medicines to 
both Sudan and South Sudan for flood relief efforts in January 2008. To boost South 
Sudan's almost non-existent power generation infrastructure, India's Central Electronics 
Limited completed a solar electrification project near Juba in 2011.  

In February 2012, India and South Sudan signed an agreement to include the latter in the 
Pan African e-Network Project. State-owned ONGC Videsh Ltd. donated 1,000 artificial 
limbs (Jaipur foot) to disabled veterans of South Sudan's armed forces in 2014. 

The Indian Government has also offered to establish a vocational training centre, a rural 
technology park and an agricultural seed production and development centre in South 
Sudan.  

India is a major destination for South Sudanese patients seeking medical 
treatment. Citizens of South Sudan are eligible for scholarships under the Indian 
Technical and Economic Cooperation Programme and the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations. 
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INDIANS IN SOUTH SUDAN 

Most of the Indian community in South Sudan migrated north to Sudan following the 
outbreak of the Second Civil War in 1983. As of January 2016, 700 Indian citizens reside 
in South Sudan. Some are business owners in Juba. Indians own and operate hotels, 
borehole companies, printing presses and department stores. The community was among 
the first to establish such businesses in South Sudan beginning in early 2006. Some 
Indian citizens are employed by various companies in the country, and a small number are 
Christian missionaries. 

There are also 2,000 Indian Army peacekeepers, 37 police officers and several civilian 
officials attached to UNMISS resident in South Sudan as of January 2016. 
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Chapter 83 

INDIA–TOGO RELATIONS 

 

India–Togo relations refers to the international relations that exist 
between India and Togo. 

HISTORY 

Togo opened its embassy in New Delhi in October 2010. The High Commission of India 
in Accra, Ghana is concurrently accredited to Togo. India also maintains an 
Honorary Consulate General in Lomé. 

Togolese President Gnassingbe Eyadema made a brief stopover in Calcutta, on his way to 
China, in 1989. He made an official state visit to India in September 1994. During the 
visit, the two countries agreed to establish Joint Commission. Prime Minister Gilbert 
Houngbo led the Togolese delegations to the 6th CII-Exim Bank Conclave in India in 
March 2010, to the 12th Regional Conclave on India-Africa Project Partnership in Accra 
on 3 June 2010, and to the 7th CII-Exim Bank Conclave in India in March 2011. Togo was 
a partner country at the India-Africa Conclave in New Delhi in March 2011. Houngbo 
stated during his visit that Togo wanted to learn from India’s Green Revolution and 
its poverty alleviation schemes. Several Togolese ministers, members of Parliament, and 
senior presidential advisors have also visited India. 

From India, the highest level visits to Togo have been at the level of minister of state. Lok 
Sabha Speaker Balram Jakhar visited Lome in 1985 to attend an Inter-Parliamentary 
Conference. 

CULTURAL RELATIONS 

Indian citizen Chander Verma, Togo’s former honorary consul in India, was awarded the 
Officre de Order de Mono, Togo's highest civilian honor given to individuals who show 
extraordinary merit, by President Faure Essozimna Gnassingbe in June 2011. 

Students and professionals from Togo have attended capacity building courses at 
the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade and other Indian institutions. Togolese scientists 
visited India between June and December 2013 and participated in research studies under 
the CV Raman Research Fellowships Scheme. 

TRADE 

India is Togo's third largest destination for exports. In particular, India is a major 
importer of phosphates from Togo. Bilateral trade between India and Togo grew from 
US$505 million in 2011-12 to $884 million in 2014-15. Trade declined slightly to $757.28 
million in 2015-16. India exported $532.19 million worth of goods to Togo, and imported 
$225.09 million in 2015-16. 

The main commodities exported by India to Togo are mineral fuels, mineral oils and 
products of their distillation, cereals and preparation of cereals cotton, articles of apparel 
and clothing, iron and steel articles, man-made filaments, man-made staple fibers, drugs 
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and pharmaceuticals, machinery and mechanical appliances, plastic and plastic articles, 
rubber and rubber articles, vehicles, and vehicle parts and accessories. The major 
commodities imported by India from Togo are natural phosphates, ferrous and copper 
waste and scrap, wood and wood articles, other metal scrap, oil seeds, coconuts and Brazil 
nuts. 

The Synthetic & Rayon Textiles Export Promotion Council (SRTEPC) of India organized 
an Indian Textile Exhibition (INTEXPO 2013) in Togo in March 2013. The Indian 
Institute of Foreign Trade (IFFT), New Delhi organized an Executive Development 
Programme in Lome in August 2013. Around 20 Togolese businessmen attended the 12th 
India-Africa Summit in New Delhi in March 2017. 

FOREIGN AID 

India has provided assistance to Togo by providing the country with tractors, water 
pumps, sewing machines, ambulances, transport vehicles and corn-grinding 
machines. India provided Togo with a grant of ₹10 crore (equivalent to ₹47 crore or 
US$7.2 million in 2017) in September 1994 to establish an agricultural project. At the 
request of the Togolese Government, India supplied the country with indelible ink for use 
in elections in 2002. India donated medicines to provide relief to victims of flooding in Togo 
in 2008. India implemented the Pan African e-network project. in Togo, which had signed 
the country agreement with TCIL in 2008 to implement the project. At the India-Africa 
Forum Summit, India offered to establish a Human Settlement Centre, an India-Africa 
Centre for English Language Training, and an Agricultural Seed Production-cum-
Demonstration in Togo. 

The Government of Togo signed a line of credit (LOC) agreement worth $15 million with 
the Exim Bank of India in November 2011 for use in a rural electrification project. In 
January 2012, India extended an LOC of $13.095 million to fund farming of rice, maize 
and sorghum. By December 2014, India extended four LOCs totaling $144.35 million to 
Togo for various projects, including procurement of health equipment ($20.04 million), 
upgrade of power generation and distribution capacity of CCET ($13 million), and 
construction of transmission lines in Kara-Mango-Dapong. 

The Secretary of the Indian Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) led an Indian 
delegation to Togo in December 2013. ICAR discussed establishing an Agricultural Seed 
Production-cum-Demonstration Centre in the country. Two Indian experts visited Togo in 
May 2014 to provide technical assistance for development of the domestic cotton industry. 
India provided $100,000 to enable Togo to organize the AU Maritime Security Summit in 
Lome in October 2016. 

Citizens of Togo are eligible for scholarships under the Indian Technical and Economic 
Cooperation Programme and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. 

INDIANS IN TOGO 

As of December 2016, about 200-300 Indians reside in Togo, the majority of whom are 
involved in trade, assembly plants, and running super markets and hotels. Although there 
is an Indian community association in Togo, it is not very active due to the small size of 
the community. 
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Sunil James, the Indian captain of a Marshall Islands-flagged merchant ship MT Ocean 
Centurion made a stop at Togo on 31 July 2013 to report that his ship had come under 
attack from pirates on 16 July. However, Togolese authorities arrested James and two 
crew members, accusing them of allegedly aiding the pirates. James and another Indian 
sailor named Vijayan were released on 19 December 2013, following a meeting between 
the Indian High Commissioner in Accra and President Gnassingbe. India requested 
James' release on "compassionate grounds" as his 11-month son had died on 2 December 
2013, and his family was awaiting his return to perform the last rites. Five Indian 
employees of a merchant navy firm were arrested and jailed in Togo in July 2013. They 
were accused of being involved in a pirate attack off the coast of Togo. All five men were 
from the state of Kerala, and were arrested on board a ship sailing from Mumbai to South 
Africa. After the involvement of Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj, all five men were 
released by Togolese authorities on 1 February 2017. 
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Chapter 84 

INDIA–UGANDA RELATIONS 

 

India–Uganda relations are bilateral relations between the Republic of India and 
the Republic of Uganda. India and Uganda established diplomatic relations in 1965 and 
each maintain a High Commission in the other's capital. The Indian High Commission 
in Kampala has concurrent accreditation to Burundi and Rwanda. Uganda hosts a large 
Indian community and India–Uganda relations cover a broad range of sectors including 
political, economic, commercial, cultural and scientific cooperation. 

HISTORY 

Relations between India and Uganda began with the arrival of over 30,000 Indians in 
Uganda in the 19th century who were brought there to construct the Mombasa–Kampala 
railway line. Ugandan independence activists were inspired in their struggle for Ugandan 
independence by the success of the Indian freedom struggle and were also supported in 
their struggle by Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. Indo-Ugandan relations have 
been good since Uganda's independence except during the regime of Idi Amin. Amin in 
1972 expelled over 55,000 persons of Indian origin and 5,000 Indians who had largely 
formed the commercial and economic backbone of the country accusing them of exploiting 
native Ugandans. Since the mid-1980s when President Yoweri Museveni came to power, 
relations have steadily improved. Today some 20,000 Indians and PIOs live or work in 
Uganda. Ethnic tensions between Indians and Ugandans have been a recurring issue in 
bilateral relations given the role of Indians in the Ugandan economy. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

Indians and persons of Indian origin play a key role in the Ugandan economy in the 
manufacturing, trade and service sectors. Indian businesses employ thousands of 
Ugandans and are among the largest taxpayers in Uganda. Traditionally, Indians in 
Uganda were traders of Gujarati descent. Immigrants from Punjab and healthcare 
workers from Kerala have also arrived in Uganda in recent years. Since the 1980s, India 
has emerged as one of the largest investors and trading partners of Uganda. 

Bilateral trade between the two countries amounted to $728 million in 2010–11, with the 
balance of trade heavily in India's favour with Ugandan exports to India accounting for 
only $16.7 million of the total trade. Uganda imports almost 30% of its pharmaceuticals 
from India while India emerged the second largest source of Foreign Direct 
Investments for Uganda in 2011. Firms run by PIO families and PIO business groups, 
such as the Madhvani, Mehta, Mukwano and Ruparelia, are among the largest in Uganda, 
while Indian companies, such as Tata Coffee, Bank of Baroda and Airtel, have a 
significant presence in Uganda. 

TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

Since Uganda's independence, India has been an important destination for higher 
education for Ugandan students. Several top Ugandan politicians including former prime 
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minister Kintu Musoke and deputy prime minister Kirunda Kivejinja have studied in 
India. Since the 1960s, under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
Programme, Ugandan officials, scientists and other professionals have attended training 
courses in India. Following the India–Africa Forum Summits in New Delhi and Addis 
Ababa, India has decided to establish three key institutions in Uganda – the India-Africa 
Institute of Foreign Trade, the Food Processing Business Incubation Centre and the 
Material Testing Laboratory. Uganda has been linked to the Pan-African e-Network 
project being undertaken by India allowing it to access Indian expertise through 
telemedicine and tele-education. Uganda has also benefited from India's Focus Africa 
Initiative and its New Economic Partnership for Africa’s Development which have set 
aside over $200 million for Africa's economic development. 
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Chapter 85 

INDIA AND THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT 

 

India played an important role in the multilateral movements of colonies and newly 
independent countries that wanted into the Non-Aligned Movement. India's policy was 
neither negative nor positive. 

ORIGIN OF NON ALIGNMENT MOVEMENT 

Nonalignment had its origins in India's colonial experience and the nonviolent Indian 
independence struggle, which left India determined to be the master of its fate in an 
international system dominated politically by Cold War alliances and economically by 
Western capitalism and Soviet communism. In the words of Rejaul Karim Laskar, a 
scholar of India's foreign policy and ideologue of the Congress party which was the ruling 
party of India for the most part of the Cold War years, the Non-Aligned movement was the 
"formula" devised by Nehru and other leaders of the newly independent countries of 
the third world to "guard" their independence "in face of complex international situation 
demanding allegiance to either of the two warring superpowers". The principles of 
nonalignment, as articulated by Nehru and his successors, were preservation of India's 
freedom of action internationally through refusal to align India with any bloc or alliance, 
particularly those led by the United States or the Soviet Union; nonviolence and 
international cooperation as a means of settling international disputes. Nonalignment was 
a consistent feature of Indian foreign policy by the late 1940s and enjoyed strong, almost 
unquestioning support among the Indian elite. 

The term "Non-Alignment" was coined by V K Menon in his speech at UN in 1953 which 
was later used by Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru during his speech in 1954 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka. In this speech, Nehru described the five pillars to be used as a 
guide for Sino-Indian relations, which were first put forth by Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai 
Called Panchsheel (five restraints), these principles would later serve as the basis of the 
Non-Aligned Movement. Jawaharlal Nehru was the architect of the Non-Alignment 
Movement. The five principles were: 

1. Mutual respect for each other's territorial integrity and sovereignty 
2. Mutual non-aggression 
3. Mutual non-interference in domestic affairs 
4. Equality and mutual benefit 
5. Peaceful co-existence 

Jawaharlal Nehru's concept of nonalignment brought India considerable international 
prestige among newly independent states that shared India's concerns about the military 
confrontation between the superpowers and the influence of the former colonial 
powers. New Delhi used nonalignment to establish a significant role for itself as a leader 
of the newly independent world in such multilateral organisations as the United 
Nations (UN) and the Nonaligned Movement. The signing of the Treaty of Peace, 
Friendship, and Cooperation between India and the Soviet Union in 1971 and India's 
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involvement in the internal affairs of its smaller neighbours in the 1970s and 1980s 
tarnished New Delhi's image as a nonaligned nation and led some observers to note that 
in practice, nonalignment applied only to India's relations with countries outside South 
Asia. 

EARLY DEVELOPMENTS 

The movement had its origins in the 1947 Asian Relations Meeting in New Delhi and the 
1955 Asian-African Conference in Bandung, Indonesia. India also participated in the 1961 
Belgrade Conference that officially established the Nonaligned Movement, but Jawaharlal 
Nehru's declining prestige limited his influence. In the 1960s and 1970s, New Delhi 
concentrated on internal problems and bilateral relations, yet retained membership in an 
increasingly factionalised and radicalised movement. During the contentious 1979 Havana 
summit, India worked with moderate nations to reject Cuban president Fidel Castro's 
proposition that "socialism" (that is, the Soviet Union) was the "natural ally" of 
nonalignment. 

IN 1980s 

Under Indira Gandhi in the early 1980s, India attempted to reassert its prominent role in 
the Nonaligned Movement by focusing on the relationship between disarmament and 
economic development. By appealing to the economic grievances of developing countries, 
Indira Gandhi and her successors exercised a moderating influence on the Nonaligned 
Movement, diverting it from some of the Cold War issues that marred the controversial 
1979 Havana meeting. Although hosting the 1983 summit at Delhi boosted Indian prestige 
within the movement, its close relations with the Soviet Union and its pro-Soviet positions 
on Afghanistan and Cambodia limited its influence. 

The end of the Cold War left the Nonaligned Movement without its original raison d'être, 
and its membership became deeply divided over international disputes, strategy, and 
organisation. During the 1992 Jakarta summit, India took a middle position between 
countries favoring confrontation with developed nations on international economic issues, 
such as Malaysia, and those that favored a more cooperative approach, such as Indonesia. 
Although New Delhi played a minor role compared with Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta on 
most issues facing the summit, India formulated the Nonaligned Movement position 
opposing developed countries' linkage of foreign aid to human rights criteria. 

CONSEQUENCES 

The early 1990s demise of the bipolar world system, which had existed since the end 
of World War II, shook the underpinnings of India's foreign policy. The Cold War system of 
alliances had been rendered meaningless by the collapse of the East European communist 
states, the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, and the demise of the Soviet Union. In the 
early 1990s, most colonies had become independent, and apartheid in South Africa was 
being dismantled, diminishing the value of anticolonialism and making it impossible for 
antiracism to serve as a rallying point for international political action (India and South 
Africa restored full diplomatic relations in 1993 after a thirty nine year lapse). 
The Panchsheel (Panch Shila), peaceful resolution of international disputes, and 
international cooperation to spur economic development which was being enhanced by 
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domestic economic reforms were broad objectives in a changing world. Thus, the 1990s 
saw India redefining nonalignment and the view of India's place in the world. 

India also is a founding member of the Group of fifteen, a group of developing nations 
established at the ninth Nonaligned Movement summit in Belgrade in 1989 to facilitate 
dialogue with the industrialised countries. India played host to the fourth Group of Fifteen 
summit in March 1994. At the summit, Prime Minister Narsimha Rao and other leaders 
expressed concern over new trade barriers being raised by the industrialised countries 
despite the conclusion of a new world trade agreement. 

In the twenty-first century, India continues to practice the policy of non-alignment which 
allows it to maintain national sovereignty while still receiving economic and military 
assistance when needed. Non-alignment has propelled India to achieve one of their main 
strategic objectives: non-dependence. In recent years India has used this policy to its 
advantage in order to strengthen external partnerships and seek out material needs when 
necessary, while still ensuring that India as a country is able to pursue its own foreign 
policy goals. Although technically non-aligned India received the assistance it needed 
when it could – like in the late 1940s, in 1963 following the defect against the PRC and 
later in the twenty first century when it entered into a major nuclear agreement with both 
the US and the NSG (Chaudhuri 257). More recently though India has been able to openly 
exercise non-alignment in its decisions to side with major world powers on international 
diplomatic issues of the time. During the Korean crisis, India adjusted and amended its 
approach when it was considered vital to do so. Most importantly, however, Indian leaders 
were able to say no – as was the case in 2003 when India considered sending troops to Iraq 
– when it did not suit its security objective (Chaudhuri 257). 

India continues to practice a policy of non-alignment in an attempt to maintain 
sovereignty and oppose imperialism. Since its inception, the movement attempted to 
create an independent path in world politics that would not result in lesser states 
becoming pawns in the struggles between major world powers. Today, India has a working 
security relationship with the United States. Over the course of history, these two 
countries have inherently forged a deeper sense for each other’s motivations and 
aspirations while never establishing a formal alliance. India continues to serve as an 
example of a country that is overcoming the continuum gap and advancing its policies to 
better fit an emerging world power. India’s non-alignment policy has made the free 
development of the individual as well as the economic and social progress of society and of 
nations its central focus in its strategic objectives. This strategy combines the goals of 
peace and economic development within the country with the emancipation of peoples 
from all forms of subordination and exploitation. As a result, India’s non-alignment stance 
functions as a benchmark for positive development of international relations on a global 
scale. 
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Chapter 86 

INDIA–SUDAN RELATIONS 

 

India–Sudan relations refers to the international relations that exist 
between India and Sudan. 

HISTORY 

Relations between India and Sudan date back to ancient times. Evidence indicated that 
there were contacts and possibly trade between Nilotic and Indus Valley Civilizations 
via Mesopotamia. Evidence suggests that trade between Indian and Nubian kingdoms of 
Sudan via the Red Sea increased towards the end of the 12th century. Sennar, the capital 
of the Funj Sultanate, had an extensive silk, silver ornaments, leather and gold trade with 
India through Sawakin Port by 1699. 

Two steel suspension rail bridges in Khartoum and Atbara were imported from India in 
the 1900s. These bridges are still in use today. Since 1900, Indian experts have been 
involved in the development of Sudan's forestry sector. Mahatma Gandhi visited the Port 
Sudanin 1935, on his way to the England, and met with the members of the Indian 
diaspora in Sudan. Jawaharlal Nehru also stopped over in Port Sudan in 1938 on his way 
to the United Kingdom. Nehru visited the Chhotalal Samji Virani. The Graduates General 
Congress of Sudan, established in 1938, was greatly inspired by the Indian National 
Congress. The British Indian Army and Sudanese soldiers fought together in Eritrea in 
1941. They secured victory in the decisive Battle of Keren, for which the Bengal 
Sappers were awarded the Victoria Cross for clearing mines in Metemma. 

India's Chief Election Commissioner Sukumar Sen oversaw the first Sudanese 
parliamentary elections in 1953. The Sudanese Election Commission, established in 1957, 
drew inspiration from the Indian election laws and practices. India provided financial 
support to the Sudanization Committee established in February 1954, which was tasked 
with replacing British staff in the Sudanese Government, post-independence. India opened 
its embassy in Khartoum in March 1955. Sudan's interim Prime Minister, Ismail al-
Azhari, accompanied by several Ministers, visited New Delhi in April 1955 on their way to 
the Bandung Conference in Indonesia. At Bandung, the country did not have a flag to 
represent it. Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, who was also present at the 
Conference, wrote "Sudan" on his handkerchief and this was used to represent Sudan at 
Bandung. 

The Sudan Block at India's National Defence Academy was partially funded by the 
Government of Sudan. The Sudanese contributed 100,000 pounds towards the 
construction of the Block, in recognition of the sacrifices of Indian troops in the liberation 
of Sudan in the North African Campaign during World War II. India provided Sudan with 
a 6-acre plot in Chanakyapuri, New Delhi for the construction of an Embassy and 
associated residences in 1958. India operated an honorary consulate in Port Sudan, but 
closed it in the 1970s.India opened a Consulate General in Juba in August 2007. This 
would later become India's embassy to South Sudan following the latter's independence in 
2011. 
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India remained neutral during the First Sudanese Civil War (1962–72) and the Second 
Sudanese Civil War (1983-2005). India voted against United Nations resolutions that 
criticised Sudan in 1993 and 1994. India also opposed attempts to force Sudan to 
withdraw from the International Monetary Fund in 1994. Sudanese President Omar al-
Bashir made references to the strong relations between India and Sudan during his 
address to the Sudanese people on 31 December 2005, the eve of Sudan's 50th 
independence anniversary. India supported Sudan during the Heglig Crisis in 2012. 

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru visited Sudan in July 1957. Vice-President Zakir 
Hussain visited Khartoum in April 1963 and President Fakruddin Ali Ahmed visited the 
country in December 1975. Sudanese President Ismail al-Azhari visited India in 1967. 
Presidents Ibrahim Abboud visited India in 1964, Jaffer Nimeiri in 1974. President Omar 
al-Bashir visited India twice - in July 1999 and in July 2002. Indian President A. P. J. 
Abdul Kalam visited Sudan on 20–22 October 2003, the first visit by an Indian President 
to the country in 28 years. During the visit, Kalam met Sudanese President Bashir, 
addressed the Sudanese Parliament, and also spoke at the University of Khartoum. 

ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

India is the second-largest exporter to Sudan, after China. Bilateral trade between the two 
countries totalled US$1.3 billion in 2013-14. 

INDIAN FOREIGN AID 

India donated tents and medicines to flood victims in Al Jazirah state in 1978, provided 
medicines to curb the leishmaniasis epidemic in South Sudan in 1983, and donated 22,560 
tonnes of wheat in 1985 and 6,000 tonnes in 1987. India airlifted medicines to help Sudan 
in the aftermath of floods in Khartoum in 1996, and donated US$50,000 to victims of 
floods in Kasala in October 2003. In March 2005, India responded to the Sudanese 
Government's request for food aid and offered 20,000 tons of wheat to the people of Darfur. 

India pledged US$10 million towards infrastructure, capacity building, social sector 
projects such as construction of hospitals and educational institutions in Sudan at the 
April 2005 Oslo Donors Conference. The Indian Ministry of Non-conventional Energy 
Sources (now known as the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy) provided funding for 
a solar electrification system in Khadarab village in April 2006. The system was set up 
by Central Electronics Limited. Similar systems have since been set up in other Sudanese 
villages with Indian funding. Between 1980 and 2014, India has extended about 
US$737.07 million in lines of credit. 

State-owned ONGC Videsh Ltd established a school for special children, as well provided 
funding for sports equipment and prostheses. Following a request from the Shilluk 
community, the company donated an electricity generator to Kodok in the Upper Nile 
state. Indian firm Angelique International Ltd donated funds for the renovation of an 
Indian school in Kassala, and ONGC financed the renovation of the Indian Club in Port 
Sudan on 15 August 2007. In the same year, several Indian firms donated funds for the 
construction of a school in Kadugli. The work was carried out by a battalion of the Indian 
Army posted in Sudan. India donated tents and medicines worth US$100,000 to flood 
victims in Sudan in early 2008. 
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In February 2014, Sudan requested India to help develop its agricultural and renewable 
energy sectors. India provided Sudan with $350 million for the construction of a 500 MW 
power plant in White Nile state, and $150 million to set up the Mushkur Sugar Plant 
being in the same region. According to then Indian Foreign Minister Salman Khurshid, 
the sugar plant "will earn Sudan valuable foreign exchange". 

Citizens of Sudan are eligible for scholarships under the Indian Technical and Economic 
Cooperation Programme and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. Sudanese 
diplomats routinely attend the Professional Course for Foreign Diplomats (PCFD), 
organized by the Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi. 

INDIANS IN SUDAN 

Gujarati trader Luvchand Amarchand Shah is believed to be the first Indian to settle in 
Sudan. Shah imported goods from India and traveled to Sudan via Aden in the early 
1860s. The success and growth of his business led him to bring his relatives 
from Saurashtra to Sudan. These relatives in-turn invited more family and friends, 
leading to an increase in the Indian community in Sudan. Indians first settled in eastern 
Sudan, primarily Port Sudan and Suakin. Gradually, they began moving to the western 
regions of the country and settled in Omdurman, Kassala, Al Qadarif and Wad Medani. 

The Beja, a Hamitic people who account for about 5% of Sudan's population, claim to be of 
Indian origin. The Beja language is possibly related to ancient Prakrit. 

SUDANESE IN INDIA 

As of 2013, an estimated 3000 Sudanese students study in universities in India, mainly in 
the cities of Pune, Mumbai, Hyderabad, Chennai and Bangalore. An estimated 30,000 
Sudanese people have graduated from universities in India as of 2013. 

  



468 

 

Chapter 87 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OF INDIA 

 

The Ministry of External Affairs of India also known as the Foreign Ministry, is the 
Government Agency responsible for the conduct of foreign relations of India. The Ministry 
comes under Government of India and is responsible for the country's representation in 
the United Nations. It also advises other Ministries and State Governments when the 
latter have dealings with Foreign Governments or institutions. 

HISTORY 

The Ministry was initially the Ministry of External Affairs and Commonwealth Relations, 
a holdover from the British Raj. It was renamed the Ministry of External Affairs in 1948. 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru held the portfolio as an additional charge till his death 
in 1964 and it was only then that a separate Minister with Cabinet rank was appointed. 
The ministry is responsible for the administration of Naga Hills, Tuensang Area, Indian 
Emigration Act of 1923, the Reciprocity Act of 1943, the Port Haj Committee Act of 1932, 
the Indian Merchant Shipping Act in so far as it relates to pilgrim ships, the Indian 
Pilgrim Shipping Rules of 1933, the Protection of Pilgrims Act of 1887 (Bombay) and the 
Protection of the Mohammedan Pilgrims Act of 1896 (Bengal) are also the special 
responsibility of the Ministry of External Affairs. 

The Ministry is the cadre controlling authority of the Indian Foreign Service, the service is 
wholly under the administration and supervision of the External Affairs Ministry. 

BUREAUCRATIC STRUCTURE 

1948-1964 

The Secretary General was the senior most official in the ministry till the post was 
abolished in 1964. The delineation of responsibilities up to that time was as follows: 

• The Secretary General was the principal official adviser to the Prime Minister on 
matters relating to foreign policy and was responsible for overall supervision of the 
Ministry. 

• The Foreign Secretary dealt with the American, Western and Eastern Divisions and 
the West Asian and North African countries of the Southern Division. In addition, 
she/he was in charge of the Divisions dealing with Protocol, External Publicity, and 
the Historical Records. His/Her main task was to coordinate among the various 
Divisions in the Ministry. 

• The Commonwealth Secretary dealt with all the Commonwealth countries with the 
exception of Canada which was the responsibility of the Americas Division. She/he 
was also in charge of the South Asian countries of the Southern Division, and the 
African Division. 
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• The Special Secretary was in charge of administration of the Ministry, and posts 
and missions abroad.  

CURRENT STRUCTURE 

The Foreign Secretary is the senior most civil servant who is the head of the Department 
of Foreign Affairs, and is supported by other secretary level officers. 

• Foreign Secretary — Vijay Keshav Gokhale 
• Secretary (West) — Ruchi Ghanashyam 
• Secretary (East) — Preeti Saran 
• Secretary (Economic Relations) — T. S. Tirumurti 
• Secretary (Consul, Passport, Visa and Overseas Indian Affairs) — Dnyaneshwar M. 

Mulay 
• Joint Secretary (External Publicity) and Official Spokesperson — Raveesh Kumar 

DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP ADMINISTRATION (DPA) 

Development Partnership Administration is an agency under the Ministry of External 
Affairs. As India increased its strategic footprint, DPA was formed in 2013 for effective 
execution of projects with professionals from diverse backgrounds. India has an elaborate 
project portfolio in its neighbourhood, including Bhutan, Nepal, Afghanistan, Maldives, 
Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh, as well as Africa and Latin America. It is headed by Sujata 
Mehta, one of India’s foremost diplomats and former Indian representative to UN 
Conference on Disarmament, Geneva. Mehta is Special Secretary in the MEA.  

MEAINDIA APP 

The Ministry of External Affairs was the first government department to have a mobile 
app for smartphones with the launch of MEAIndia on 29 July 2013. by Foreign Secretary 
Ranjan Mathai. The app will help users apply for a passport, get visa information, and 
learn the location of Indian consulates worldwide.  

MEA DIPLOMAT-AUTHORS 

Diplomats from other countries such as Gabriela Mistral, Octavio Paz, Pablo Neruda, St 
John Perse, Ivo Andric, George Seferis have won distinctions such as the Nobel Prize in 
Literature. Prominent diplomats-turned-authors who started their careers with the Indian 
Foreign Service and Ministry of External Affairs include Vikas Swarup and Navtej Sarna. 

LOCATION 

The office of the Ministry is located in the South Block building which also contains the 
Prime Minister's office and defence office. Other offices are located in Jawaharlal Nehru 
Bhawan, Shastri Bhawan, Patiala House, and ISIL Building.  
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